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the'eecupiers of premises within & certain distance:of ‘the
miins may be‘compelled to lay it on'to their premises.
¥In addition‘to: 'speeific ddties which are cast upon the
central and local authorities, very wide powers are given
to 'the ‘former in the direction of framing, altering, or
repealing regtilations with respect to a variety of pur-
poses, Including the drainage and proper construction of
dwelling houses, the control of dairies, slaughter houses,
eating-houses, laundries, and public baths and wash-
Houses. It was, no doubt, prudent ovn the part of the
Legislative Council to defer definite legislation on these
and'kindred matters, for time alone will show the precise
lines that'dhould be ‘followed. The Ordinance has been
conceived in a broad and enlightened spirit, and it the
central ddthority carry it out in:.a proper manmer, it
oannot fail to'be 6f the greatest beneflt to the inhdbitants
of the Orange 'River Colony.

India,

Tae ‘Hrsurs oF CALCUTTA.
TaE report submitted by'the health officer, Dr, J, Néild
QGook, D:P.H.,'for‘the year 1906 is ‘full of interést. The
ufea reported on consists '6f two parts—a central or-urban,
bounded roughly by the ‘old Mahrata ditch, and & cir-
cumferential or suburban, consisting of a series of munici-
palities sttrrounding the'city proper. Both areashave now
been placed under the sgame municipal governitierit. The
former is more crowded but better sanitated in respect of
witer supply, drainage, conservancy, and general cleanli-
ness; the latter is less crowded, but more backward as
rogards vanitation. The ldtter is-also more rural than the
former anid constitutes a transition between the town and
the distriet'beyond. The birth-rate of 1906 was 17.7 per
peri1,000. Its lowness {8 due to'the fact that the male
population exceeds the female by 2 to 1. :Caleu-
kited on the ‘population of females between -'the
ages of 15 and 45, ‘the rdte ‘is 1002 against
I11.1'in England. Defective regiatration is held to account
for'the defect. The suburban rate ‘is somewhdt higher
thun'the urban. . The nuniber of stillbirths was 6.1 ‘per
1,000 of total births. The"death-rate was 35.7 against a
gtinguennial rate of 36.1. 'The suburban rate was higher
thanthe urban (42.7 against 32.8). Cholera mortality was
Ligh and the suburbs suffered more ‘than the :town (3.9
against 2.5), the surrounding ' distfict presenting: still
higher figures, -Religious festivals appear ‘to have cauged
the outbreak. The badillus was found In the ‘water at
Kulighut where the'pilgritms bathed. Dr. Oook is disposed
.tordftribute the conveyance of the disease largélyto flies.
8mall-pox was severe in'the town—less g0 in the suburbs;
Better meaus of -segregation and conveyance of the ‘sick
ave ‘needed. Vaccination was vigorosly resorted to; but
ag‘thelaw allows twelve months to elapse between birth
and vacdlnation, young children succumb largely to in-
fection. The health officer considers that the perlod
might and oughtto be shortenied. Plégue déaths
awnounted to. 2{606against 7,372 in 1905. The urban
miortality was:also considerably higher than the suburban.
The highest: mortality was in the distriet where grain
@gpote sexist. Rat destruction' was resorted:to oma eon-
dlderible butievidentlyyuite inadequute'scale. A special
report by Dr. T. F, Pearse, special plague officer, indicates
thierdiffioulties “in carrying out preventive measures'in
Caleutta. Theidhabitants are either passive or hostile,
andithe problem of prevention is one of almost unsur-
wmomitable gravity. Fevers and bowel complaints'sere
about the average, Both are more severe In'the suburbs,
Attempts to destroy ‘mosquitos by Iarvicides have been:
disappointing, and drainage is considered a more effective
protection against malaria. Enteric fever and cerebro-
gpinal meningltis.oceur to sonre extent: i Caleutta, but to
whatiextent:it is ‘not easy to diseover. Dr, Gock Hraws
wdinted-attention to the gredt mortalityicaused by tuber-

otilonis, and earnestly urges: the nedessity 'of:remort to
special preventive measures. He also dwells on.thdilarge

tufhutile mortality, amomiting to 34Liper ;000 births. He
attributes it 'to (1) the ‘insanitary conditions of the
dwelling, :¢2) insufficient ‘nutritlon of the mother com-
Bined ‘with ‘manual '‘labour, (3) bad imidwifery, ‘and @)

improperifeedingiand inadequate. closhing: of:the: infant;.

i He enters into considerable detail en these: subjects,

. and advances sound recommendations with' @& view to
remedying the lethal conditions indieated. 'Flie reeord.of
sanitary work done by the health department s elabordis,
and:indicates well-devised and well-directed energy.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

PARIS.

Presentation of Charcot's Library to the Salpétriere Hospital.
—Proposed Hotel Keepers Samatorium for Use of
Travellers.

AN ‘interesting ceremony took place on Taesdayi:Novem-

ber 19th, in the Clinic:Charcot. In the ;presence of .M.

Briand, the Minister of Public 'Instruction, Dr, Jeam

Charcot  handed over the library of hisdfamous father: te

the Administration of the Assistance Pablique. - The

library, which was slowly collected by Professor Charcot,
and contains works ‘in all languages on dideases of the
nervous ‘system, is now permanently ‘housed:inithe:8al-
pétriere Hospital, in the actual bookshelves and sur~
rounded by all ‘the consulting-room -furniture and orna-

ments amidst which Charcot lived :and worked. Im

addition to the Minister and Dr. Jean Charcot:thierewere

present on the platferm M. Mesureur, the Director of ithe

Assigtance Publique.; Professor Raymond, Charcotls

successor:in the “clinical chair of diseases:of the nmervous

system.; ‘Professors Bouchard, Marie, Brissaud, Déjerine,

Segond, Madame Jean Charcot, Madame Jeanne‘Charcot,

Madame Raymond, and many old pupilsandfriends of Chax-

eot. Dr,Jean Charcot, in making the gift, sdid that 1t was:

not without a pang thatthe separated himself from:- these-
souvenirs, among which he had grown:up, and which he
had seen his father collecting and adding:to,:searching:
among the bookstalls on the quays, where he was welk
known, but he thought his father -would have approved@
his action, seelng that he himself had sought other outlets.
for his energies. ‘Professor Raymond thanked: the Minister
for coming and Dr. Jean Charcot for his gift, which, when
it was originally offered to the -Faculty of Medicine- to be
placed in the Salpétriére, had been refused owing tollack:
of funds. The money, however, was offered by the ‘Assist-
ance Publlique, and the library would dlways be open:te
workers: from France and abroad. On:Charcot’s deathi-kis.
son refused a large German offer for the valuable library,
and proposed that it-should form.part of the clinique
which 'His father founded and made famous. M. Meésureur
also thanked Dr. Jean Charcot for his act of
filial piety. The Assistance Publique was glad to be
associated' with the State In the -matter of teacHing, for
with its numerous hospitals and organizations for the
relief of the poor, it really formed‘a’targe school 6f medi-
cine. M. Mesureur expressed hope that the State would
give further help to different clinics which were in want.
of ‘funds, and'thus increase the renown of medical teach-
ing in France. The Minister.added a few words of-thanks
' to Dr. Jean Charcot for his abnegation in' the higher
- interests of science and of the university, and hoped.that
his example would be followed in others. After the
distribution of medals to some of the nurses and the
gardener of the Sslpétriere, the library was visited by all
resent. -

P A largely-attended meeting of the Hotel keepers”
; Association was-held in Parls last week,when, amongst
| othiet’ business, it was proposed that ‘the Paris -hitél-
i keepers should ‘build a. sanatorium -for the 'use:of :theit
i ¢lients ‘attacked with infective -or other serious disease
i while:in Paris,the accommodation in hotéls in :cases:of
i seriousillness'being quite inadequate. Practical meansio®
| realizing this project are to be-considered :and: browgltt
| betore the next annual meeting of the Association,

i BERLIN.

\ The “ Berliner klinische Wochenschrift.”— Practical Mensures
to Discourage Alcoholism.—Statistics .of .the Beslitz
Sanatorium.— Professor Koch's Return to Berlin.

! Pro¥Essor ‘G, A. Ewarp has announced his intention of
' reti¥ing from:the-editorship of Berlin’s celebrated medical
{ journnl,ithe Berliner kliniselie: Wochensekhriftion Januaryilst;.
11908, vKeenly as Ewald’s Hoss will -bet falt:dn anvtnifeys:

! taking ‘4t ‘the headi«o! which: he has -now been: Hor fulk
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