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A provident dispenEary-places efficient medical- attend-
ance'within the- reach of those wage-.earners who, though
they may be unable to pay ordinary medical fees, are yet
not poor enough to justify them in seeking free medical
treatment.
A provident dispentary properly so-called should have a

membership on the -basis of regular payments on insurance
principles, a reasonable wage-limit being fixed as a condi-
tion of membership, and its medical staff -should be
sufficient in number to preclude the suggestion that it is
established for the benefit of one or two practitioners.

It should, moreover, be managed by a committee, upon
which the medical staff should be represented, and a
properly audited balance sheet should be published
annually.
-While there exist in various parts of London many ex-

cellent dispensaries established upon -the principles I have,
iddiated, they are not suffloently numerous or well dis-
tfibuted to be able to undertake the treatment 6f the
respectable and provident poor of the whole of the
metropolis.
In thesee ireuistances the London Provident Dispen-

eariss' Council'has been lately formed as the outcome f-a
conference of the provident dispensaries of London.

Its objeetseare to circulate Information on the -provident
medical movement among the medical profession, and the
public at large and to promote the establishment over the
*hole.rea of London of well-equipped and well-regulated
provident dispensaries. It will ,endeavour, while pro-
moting the independence and individuality if existing
proVident dispensaries, to promote co-operation between
them, and to afford opportunities for comparizg their
methods of administration.

It will also endeavour to promote that co-operation
between provident dispensaries and hospitals which is
essential for the relief of the outpatient departments of
the latter institutions. Every provident dispensary of
"London has been asked to send a representative-medical
'or lay-to the Oouncil, and it is intended to add a few co-
opted members, including nominees of the British Medical
-Association.

It is hoped that all those who are interested in existing
dispegaaieo, .and,all who -desire to eneourage habits of
&tHriWa4siaf-reltance among -the poor, .will endeavour to
fintther.the bjects- of the London Provident Dispenearles'
Counil. -Futher iformation: will be gladlyosupplled by
the honorary secretary, Charles H. Warren, and may
be obtatned at the temporary offices of the Council at
5, Lamb's Coiodult Street, W.C. I am, ete.,

H.-A. HARBEN,
Chairman, London Provident Dispensaries'

Dendon, W.C., Oct. 17th. Council.

THE- INSTRUCTION OF .MIDWIVWE.
SIR,-Allow me to thank Dr. F. Knight for pointing out

the iteal error in my address on abnormal Jabc%ur.
" PwseAtation" of the cord is *here it is felt through

nitUtptuifed- membrane, and "prolapse" of the cord is
where it has slipped through the rent when the mem--
branes^ rapture. When the head bulges theperineum,and
each pain increases the bulge, the head receding, in
between the pains, .to 4he same place as before,, so that no
Adlianee is made, a mtd*Ife shoutld send for auststanee and
the doctor should deliver at once, preferably with forceps.
It illl be found in many such-cases that the cord is round
the neck and the child partially or completely asphyxiated.
^The explanation of this is quite another matter. Let me
4A that in some such cases the cord is not round the
'ndek, and in some cses where it is ground the neck this
to-and'fro movement of the head does not take place.

It is v gratifying to me that Dr. Knight and others
iwho have written or spoken to me, agree that thezroutine
practiee of droppinig a germicide into the eyes of every
newly.born child is, to say the least, an unneeessary
measure; Iiud before ilong, it is to be hoped, it will become
as -obslete jas routin:e vaginal syringing after labour.-
I am etc.,
London,-W., Oct.lth. PETER HORROCKS.

TH. DISORG&NIZ TION OF THE PUBLIC
HEALTH SERVICE.I

SxiR-The artile on the above subject in'the JOURNAL
of October 12th ehows at least that you, at any rate, are

cognizant Qf the conditions now existing in the above
service, and it is sincerely to be hoped that the proper
atthorities will mark, learn, and inwardly digest its
contents. It is simply astounding to behold the manner
in which medical officers-of health of high standing, both
by experience And- qualification, have been compeiicd to
relinquish their position ad their places given to men-of
netther experience nor qualification, and in fact in some
cases almost absolutely igno'rant of public health matters.
That the Medical OfficerXof Health Bill which was intro-
duced last Parliament sitting, and passed the first reading,
requires to be reintroduced at the earliest possible time
and put in force, there Is no possible question of doubt.-
I am, etc.,
October 22nd. EFFICIENCY.

THE WARFARE AGAINST QUACKRRY.
SIR,- I believe myself that a Royal Commission would

do a great deal of good to expose the ways of the patent
medicine vendors, and would open the eyes of the public
to the way that they are exploited.
Newspapers reap a rich harvest from the insertion of the

special " news " lettere of the purveyors of these:medicines,
but the question is whether theywould like to have their
means of making extra pr6its exposed to the public eye.-
I am, etc.,

Cardiff, Oct. 17th. T. GARRETT HORDER.

THE ORTIJODIASCOPE.
SIR,-I see in the number Sot your JourNAL for

September 1Oth an article on the orthodiascope 'by
Drs. Hugh Walsham -nd Halls Daily, illustrated by
representations of my improved form of orthodiaseope. In
this article no mention is- made either of myself as, the
inventor of the improvements or of the maker of the
apparatus, Mesgrs. Reiniger, Gebert, and Schgll. I trust
you will of your courtesy re-pair the omission.
A full description of my orthodiascope and its evolu-

tion from earlier instruments is appearing in the
November number of the Archives o,f the Roentgen Bay.-
I am, Sir,
Bad-Nauheim, Oct. 15th. DP. FRANz M. GROEDEL.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES.
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.

Romanes Lecture.
THE Romanes Lecture will be delivered by tbe Rligbt HtOur-
able Lord 4tJrzon of Kedleston, D.C.L., F.R.S., Ail- Soduls'
College, Chancellor of the University, in the Sheldonian
Theatre, on Saturday, November 2nd, at 2.30 p.m. Subject,
"Frontiers."

PhlJip Walker Studentship in Pathology.
Upon the nomination of P£rbfessor Dreyer, the Bbaid of

Managers of the Phtlip Walker Studentship have unanimoualy
elected to the studentshipS James 'Sholto Cameron Douglas,
B.M.,'Ghrist Church.

Hospital and Other Scholarships.
Norman Glover, B:A., Trinity College, has been elected to a

Senior Entrance Scholarship in Science at St. Bartholomew's
Hospital.
Mr. Victor T. Ellwood, of Merchant Taylors' School, has been

elected to the Theodore Williams Medical Sehalarship ast
Pembroke College.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
APPOINTMENTS.

DR. GASKELL has been elected i member of the Senate, and
the following appointments have been made:
University Lecturer in Botany.-RE P. Gregory, M.A.,

St. John's College.
Demnonstrator In Botany.-A. M. Smith, B.A., Emanuel

College.
Member of General Board of Studies.-Professor -Sims

Woodhead.
Elected to Professorship of Anatomy.-Dr. Langley.
Elooted to Pownwog Professorship of Medliene.-J.*r.Gaokell.
Member of State Medicine Syndioate.--Dr. Louis C*bett.,
Examiners in Pharmaenlogy.-W. E. DIxon, M.A., Downing

College, and Profsor Stockman, M.D.Edin.
Examiners in General Pathology.-T. S. P. Strangeways,

M.A.,, St. John'. College, and J. REitehie, M.D.Edin.
On October 17th the degree of D.Se., onorris8 causd, was

conferred on Dr. Emil Fischer, Professor of Chemistry in th
-University of Berlin.
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