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CHARLES WILLIAMS, F.R.C.S.EDIN., M.R.C.S.ENG.,
L.S.A.,

"!:CONSULT[NG SURGEON, NORFOLK AND NORWICH HOSPITAL.
As briefdy announced in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL Of
last week, the death of Mr. Charles Williams occurred at
his home in Norwich on the afternoon of Sunday,
August 11th.
About two months ago he contracted what was thought

at first to be an attack of inflaenza, and although most of
the other symptoms passed off, he was left with persistent
hoarsenesp, and it was not until about a fortnight before
his death that the cause of this was found to be a
mediastinal tumour pressing upon the recurrent laryngeal
nerve. Towards the end he suffered great distress from
dyspnoea, and death came to him as a happy release.
Mr. Williams was born at Gloucester In the year 1829,

and was the second son of Dr. Herbert Read Williams,
who for many years practised in that city, and grandson of
IAr. l M11.An:1-:l -a A1..4...:dLh A-a 4AoA

at the Crypt Grammar
&Schcol, Gloucester, and sub-
zequently became a pupil of
Mr. John William Wilton,
the then Senior Surgeon at
the GloucestEr Infirmary.
After three years at this hos-
pital he was elected Asis-
tant House-Surgeon at the
Bradford Infirmary, where
he remained for two years.
He then entered at Charing
Cross Hospital, where, as a
student, he had a ditting-
uished career, obtaining
eeveral medals. In 1857 he
took the diploma of
M.R.C.S.Eng., in the follow-
ing year the L.S.A., and in
1869 the F.R C.8. of Edin-
burgh. In 1858 he was
House-Surgeon to the Royal
Westminster Ophthalmic
Hospital, and later in the
eame year was appointed
House-Surgeon to the Nor-
tolk and Norwich Hospital,
which post he held for six
wears. At that time the
House-Burgeon was the only
Tesident medical officer in
this hospital, and, in addi-
tion to his ordinary duties,
he was made responsible for
the general administrative
work of the hospital. Mr.
Williams entered upon his
new duties with great zeal
and energy, and was the
ean am nf gefarftinr mnnv
much-needel reforms in the management of the hospital,
in acknowledgement of which the Board of Management
passed a special vote of thanks to him on his resignation
of the post. He then started to make a practice for him-
self in Norwicb, and in a short time met with considerable
and deserved success. For many years he enjoSed a very
extensive practice in Norwich and the district, and
obtainel a considerable reputation as an operator. In
1869 he was appointed Assistant Surgeon to the Norfolk
and Norwich Hospital. At that time the honorary staff
was not elected by a representative Committee of the
Governors as now, but every individual governor had a
vote, which could be exercised by proxy, so that an election
entailed not only an enormous amount of trouble to the
candidates, but also involved them in considerable
expense. In 1878 Mr. Williams was elected full Surgeon
to the hospital, in succession to Mr. Firth, who died in
that year. This position he held until last year, when he
resigaed, and was appointed Consulting Sarg on.
He was one of the original members of the Norwich

Medico-Chirargical S, ciety, and held the offices of
Honorary Secretary from 1876 9; Honorary Treasurer,

CHARLES WILLIAMs. F.R.C.S.EDIN., M.R.C.S.ENG., L.S.A.

1885 8; and PresIdent, 1881 2. It was during the term
of his presidency that he issued a valuable printed index
to the manu3cript catalogue of the Society's library. He
was also a member of the Norfolk and Norwich Archae-
ological Sceiety, and occasionally ct ntributed to its
Tronsactions.
Mr. Williams was a zealous, and indeed enthusiastic,

collector of all possible information relating to Sir Thomas
Browne, his works and his family, and was one of the
greatest living authorities on these subjects. Amongst
his publications may be mentioned The Portraits of
Sir Thomas Browne, whErein is given a eetailed account
of the only three existing portraits-the Bodleian, ihe
London, and the Norwich portraits. He wrote also
The Pedigree of Sir Thomas Browne, and in connexion with
this it was his intention, bad he lived, to have gone to
Scotland this autumn to gather any further possible
information from the living descendants of Sir Thomas.
He published 7Thc Will of dir Thomas Browne and of his
Father and The Biliography of the Religio Medici, a second
and revised edition of which appeared only a month before
hhia Antlh. On tha aoann nf thea ilnv.ilina nf Rir Thnmas

Browne's statue in Norwich,
on October 19th, 1905, Mr.
Williams exhibited no less
than eighty editions of the
Reigio Medici and other
works by Sir Thomas
Browne; and to further cele-
brate the occasion he pre-
se nted to each guest preseLt
at the luncheon in the
Blackfriars Hall a Suwetnir
of Sir Thmas Browne, con-
taining twelve large fire
illustrations with letterpress
notes.
Mr. Williams was also a

collector of portraits of past
medical men of Norwich, and
in the year 1871, the cen-
tenary of the Norfolk and
Norwich Hospital, he con-
ceived the lee that the
"best method of commemo-
rating the event would be
by his collecting, as far. as
was possible, the likenesses
of those who had been con-
nected with the hoppital in
an honorary capadi'y." In
this year he presented forty
portraits to the hospital, and
subsequently added some
forty more, and in 1890 he
published a short account cf
many of the medical men in
this list.
Anything of an antiquarian

nature, especially if b aring
upon his own prufession,l'ad
a araD. fs,-nt far- Mr-

Williams, and thus we are not surprised to find, among
his other publicationt', pacers on " The Barber-Surgeons of
Norwich," "The Ordinances of the Guild of Barber-
Surgeons of Norwich," and " The Treatment of the biLk in
Norwich during the Seventeenth Cei.tury."
He m3rri(d Miss Wellingham, ef Th rpe Hamlet, who

survives him, and he leaves two sons and two eaughtei s.
He was buried at Eccles in Norfolk.

HiRRY FREDERICK WHLrCHURCH, V.O.,
M[AJOR, I.M.S.

A TELEGRAM from India announces the death, on August
17th at DharmEala, cf Major H. F. Whitchurch, who won
the Victoria Cro0s at Ohitral. He was born in September,
1856, received his medical education at St. Bartholemew's
Hospital, and entered the Indian Medical Service in
March, 1888. He took part in the Lushai expedition in
1890, including the relief of Changail and Argal, for which
he had the medal wiLh clasp, and in the Chitral expedition
in 1895, including the defence of the fort during its invest-
ment in March and April.
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