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NOTES, LETTERS, Ete.
. THE TALLERMAN TREATMENT.
WE have received the following letter :

. . re Tallerman Treatment.
. Sir,—My attention has been called to the fact that you have inserted
in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of October 3rd a letter which the
Secretary of The Apparatus Company had written to a lady who was
recently under treatment at the Institute in Welbeck Street.

Letters written under such circumstances would be treated in the
ordinary way as private and also privileged communications, and it
therefore seems a most unusual course for you to have published the
same. Ihave in this respect especial reason to complain because there
are several observations in the letter which, although they would pro-
bably be understood by the patient and Dr. Stephen Paget, the surgeon
who had recommended her to undergo treatment, mighﬁ be miscon-
strued by your readers. It therefore beecomes necessary for me to
further explain, and I must ask you to insert this letter containing the
following explanatory remarks in the next number of your JOURNAL.

Paragraph 4 states: * In chronic cases Mr. Tallerman does not permit
any patient to be accepted for a shorter course than ten treatments, but
as you had been attended b{aa. medical men your case did not come
under his notice as it would have done.”

From this it might be inferred that patients were treated here without
medical introduction or approval, whereas the contrary is the case,
seeing that up bo the present time no cases have been treated without
medical recommendation. The Secretary of the Company should have
said—‘ As you were attended by a medical man your case did not come
under Mr. Tallerman’s notice.” I wish to say further that Mr. Paget
called at this institute and arranged for the treatment of the patient,
and he attended twice with the patient; he also gave his instructions
to the nurse that the patient was to be treated five times, and then she
wastto see him. Such circumstances do not require interference on our
part.

There are three classes of patients who attend here: (1) Those who
come without any introduction whatever, having heard of the treat-
ment from some one who had benefited by it. These patients are
referred to some medical man or another unconnected with the
institute, whom they can consult, obtain a letter of introduction to
us, ;ia.y'mg the fee for same ; without such letter of introduction they
would not be accepted or treated. (2) Patients who come with a letter
of introduction from their ordinary medical man. (3) Patients whose
medical man attends with them, either on every occasion or when he
thinks fit. In the latter class of case we do not interfere unless occasion
renders it necessary. The first and second class of cases.are usually
seen by me and instructions for the treatment given to the matron.

With respect to fees, it is very well known to medical men that we
have our fixed charge, but we have never refused to reduce those fees
when cases have been represented to us by a medical man as deserving.
It would not be difficult to indicate cases in which treatment has becn
given absolutely free.

Dr. Stephen Paget sent us three cases prior to the last one; in one
there was a reduction of fees ; in another half fees were charged ; the
third was simply a severe sprain, and was treated some six times. All
the cases benefited. Dr. Paget did not allow the Tallerman treatment
to be tried in this chronic case, when he stopped the treatment, when
it might be said it had scarcely commenced, and it would have been
time enough to have stopped the attendance of the patient after
explaining the circumstances to us, and finding that we refused to
make such concessions as would allow the patient to go on.

I object altogether to the unceremonious manner in which Dr. Paget
thinks he may send a patient to us and withdraw her when he chooses,
without the common courtesy of seeing us with respect to it.

The Tallerman treatment, as you are aware, has been most favourably
reported upon and recommended by the highest medical authorities,
and as I have said before we have not up to the present time treated
any cases except they are medically recommended.—I am, Sir, your
obedient servant,

Tallerman Institute, Welbeck Street, W.

LEWIS A. TALLERMAN.

THE CAUSATION OF CANCER.

ATLAY correspondent, ‘“J. M. D.,” asks us to publish some suggestions
which he offers as to the causation of cancer. His letter is too long for
us to print in full, so we extract from it what appears to be the main
points. The writer thinks that the phytophthora which attack the
potato. the tomato, and several other plants of the natural order
Solanacecae may also produce cancer in human beings, and suggests that
the consumption of plants belonging to this class may produce in_the
body a condition favourable for the growth of the infective parasites.
He compares the incidence of the potato discase induced by the perono-
spora infestans with the incidence of cancer. Cancer is said to be in-
duced by excessive nourishment; peronospora in potatoes is thought
to be produced by excessive nutriment in the soil. Cancer seldom
affects the young, and peronospora, too, seldom attacks young tubers.
Cancer statistics indicate that the disease is commoner in low than in
high altitudes ; the same fact is also true of potato disease. Limestone
districts are said to be especially cancer-free ; lime trcatment has been
found beneficial in diseases of turnips. In Ireland, the land of the
potato, cancer is remarkably prevalent.

THE DISCUSSION ON ALCOHOL AT SWANSEA.

DR. G. ARCHDALL REID (Southsea) writes: In the report of my reply to
the discussion on my pa,ger at the Swansea meeting there is an obvious
error. I do not know how far I may have been responsible for the
statement that ‘“he did not say the germ plasma was unaffected—he
said the germ cells were not affected,” but in any case it is nonsense,
If the germ plasma is affected the germ cells must_be affccted also.
Readers who have followed the recent pralonged discussion in the
Lancet will recognize that I merely maintain that germ cells (and
plasma) were not permanently affected, since we have no reason to
suppose that of all the cells of the body, germ cells alone are incapable
of recovery after illness. One other point needs explanation. I stated
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that disease ‘‘ actually strengthens a race (not an individual) exposed
to it.” As I have explain at length in my volume Alcoholism: A
Study in Heredity, a disease or any other injurious ency only
strengthens the race exposed to it against that particular agency.
Thus malaria has strengthened the race exposed to it against malaria
and against malaria alone.

ERRATUM.—In the annotation on the etiology of leprosy in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of October 3rd, p. 844, column 1, line 13, for
‘Murphy” read ‘‘ Impey.”
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