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Philip and £01s. 28.); or The Kindergarten at Home : A Practical Hand- | LETTERS, OOMMUNIOATIONS, ET0., have been received

book for Mothers, by Emily a Sherreff, Prerident of the Froebel Society.
(London : Geo. Philip and Son. 38:6d.) Child Life,a quarterly magazine
~ (Geo. Philip and Son), would prove interesting.

VOLUNTEER MEDICAL OFFICER will find the information he desires in the
Food Inspector's Handbook, by F. Vacher, New Edition, 25, 6d. nett, the
Sanitary Publishing Company, Limited, s, Fetter Lane, London, E.C.

CLANRYE.—It is impossible to answer the question briefly. The informa-
© tion desired is clearlv set out in a small hook upon Disinfection, by
John Gay, M.K.C.S., D.P.H.; third edition (London : Allman and Son.

1900. 1d.). .
. E(CZEMA OF THE SOLE. )
DR, NORMAN MEACHEN (London. W.) writes: This form of eczema is
.-often remarkable for its obstinate resistance to treatment, being in this
respect analogous to eczema of the palms. In fact, the pathology and
-treatment ot eczema in both these regions are practically identical,
Epidermic hypeitrophy is here manifested in its highest degree, and
. the liability to fissure formation is only too painfully obvious.
. “Puzzled” might apply an ointment containing half a drachm of
salicylic acid to the ounce of vaseline morning and night. This pro-
duces a ‘‘keratolytic” action, that is, it causes rapid exfoliation of
the horny epidermis, by which the patch is thus prepared for_ the
action of milder remedies. When the thickening has been materially
reduced, and the surtace has become somewhat sore, an oiatment con-
taining half a drachm of liq. carbonis picis, with 10 grs. of ammoniated
mercury te the ounce of vaseline, may then be applied.

Dr. 8. BROWNE (M.O.H. Leamington) writes: I have found that an
. application of ordinary cobbler’s wax has acted like a charm in palmar
e‘lclzema.. and seé no reason why {)la.nta.r eczema may not be treated in
.. the same manner. ‘ Puzzled” will find that cobbler's wax applied on a
piéce of skin or leather will soften the thickened epidermis and permit
the fissures to heal up from below The patient may walk and wash as
usual, so long as the pad adheres. I fancy that a fortnight’s application
will be quite sufficient. to allow new skin to be formed. when washing
may be indulged in without the pad, and probably without return of
the eczema. Washing, in my opinion, is fatal to a cure before the new
' skin'is perfectly formed. : :
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ERBATUM.—In the fourth line 6f the note by Mr. A. Powell on the Com-
parative Frequency of Syphilis among the Circumcised and Uncircum-
cised (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, November gth, p. 1409, col. 1) the
words ‘“latter” and * former” should be transposed.

' WaAs LuiGi CORNARO RIGHT?

DRr. G. P. BEST (Strawberry Hill).in the course of a note on Mr. Van
Someren’s paper (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, October r2th, 1gor, p. 1082),
writes : It has greatly interested me, partly for the reason that, though
I have not exactly spotted the reflex in myself, from some necessity of
my nature or of my throat, I have always been, like Mr. Gladstone, a

,mighty chewer, and have inculcated upon my children the advantage
of doing likewise. From the time that they ceased to be babies I have
always advised them to chew their meat well, and not to be in a hurry
over their food, and though they are not all I could wish in this respect,
still to a partial observance of my direction I attribufe the fact of their
total ignorance of a condition which seems to affect all their com-
panions and acquaintances_coeval with themselves (frequently laying

. these hors de combat). and described to them as ‘‘bilious attacks”—an

_expression which mystified thein &t first, and for which they sought an

‘.explanation from me, To this same cause I attribute the fact that in

“digestive matters I have inyself enjoyed a quite painless existence, and

. have suffered nothing from‘physgcians. :

. _PUNCTURED WOUND TRAVERSING THE CHFST: RECOVERY. )
FIRST L:EUTENA.N’I‘ G. A. ABDUX NUR,M.D., E.A.M.C., sends the following
report : : ' :

History of Case.—A woman, 'a.%ed abont 30, was brought into the hospital
on July 17th, 1go1, walking on foot a distance of about three miles. She
was travelling when she was met by a man, who trying to take her from
her parents by force was unsuccessful. She did not yield to him, so he
stabbed her through the right nipple, puncturitig the chest from front
to 'back with a spear. The spear was taken out by the patient’s own
hands. She was brought in seven hours after the-accident. .

State on Ezamination.—When:I saw her she was very weak and could
hardly speak. Dyspwna was present, and the air bubbled in and out on

.every respiration throngh the openings; more from the back. The
opening in front was 1} inch wide, picrcing the right mammary gland
and pagsing between the fourthand fifth ribsintothe.Jung. The opening
behind was 1 inch wide, and passed between the ninth-and tenth ribs,
very near the vertebrz. Blood was oazing freely from the back, but not

. so'mnuchin front, as the coagulated blood in the latter seemed to stop
bleeding from it. AR ' ‘ i
i After Admission.—The wound. was washed with antiseptic lotions,

- subured, and bandaged tightly. .This was left till the third day, when
the wonnd healed by first intention, and the, woman was feeling easier
every day. A little dulness appeared at the lower angle of the scapula,
which cleared up after a few days.” Her température was from gg° to
102° F.; only once 103°F. Tt ecame down to normal on the sixteenth day
after her admission.” A rise of temperature again occurred in the after-
noons, but the patient was feeling strong and asked to be discharged.
- 8he was kept for a few days, when an abscess in the mammary gland
was detected and opencd on August 15th. The abscess was drained out
and dressed as usual. The temperature gradually came down to normal
and she was well. e

The patient is a Sudanese from Kordofan, and in spite of the dirt and
unhygienic circumstances did vexgv well, and was discharged from hos-
‘pital on September 8th. She eats and walks about now 'as usual, strong

'and healthy. - -
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