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CHOLERA.

THE latest returns and information which have reached this
country from Egypt, though they show that cholera is still
seriously prevalent in Lower Egypt, are reassuring. The
Expeditionary Force has unfortunately lost two more of its
English officers from the disease during the past few days,
‘Captain W. A. C. B. Fenwick and Surgeon-Captain J. E. Trask.
Both these gallant officers died at their posts, and, in the case
of Surgeon-Captain Trask, devotion to duty in_ battling with
the epidemic, and alleviating the sufferings of those attacked,
undoubtedly led to his own attack. The stringent sanitary
precautions adopted in the military camps seems to have had
the desired effect of arresting the spread of the disease. On
July 28th at Kosheh oan one case had occurred within
twenty-four hours. Throughout E%ypt ngwards of 15,000 cases
and 12,000 deaths from cholera have been reported since
the recrudescence of the disease in September last, but the
returns, especially of cases, are by no means complete.
Gharbieh seems still to be the most seriously affected of the
Egyptian provinces.

n July 19th a costermonger named W. Sprouse, of Orb
fitreet, Walworth, died rather suddenly from choleraic sym-
ptoms. Though the medical attendants on the case pro-
nounced it to be cholera, this viewis disputed by the medical
officer of health. The medical officer of the Local Government
Board regards the case as having been one of severe diarrheea
and he points out that the mortality from diarrhcea an
choleraic diarrhcea always rapidly increases at this time of
the year. As a matter of fact this year the deaths in London
alone from these causes have gone up from 47 in the third
week in June to 350 in the third week in July. We have had
no case of cholera in England this year, and only two cholera-
notified ships have arrived at English ports, and they were
from Egyptian ports. There had been deaths on board
during the voyage, but all were well and hearty when the
vessel arrived home.

Our Cairo correspondent writes : There is a marked improve-
ment this week in the number of cases and the mortality
throughout the country, and the turning point of the epidemic
has Frobab]y been reached. The following are the figures for

the last three weeks :

Date. Admissions. ]I)I%aé'i}]i:a.ill.l Deﬁt;)l;;?t\ﬁ.ot
From July 2nd to Julysth ... 1,458 1,095 1,038
From July gth to July rsth ... 1,396 967 1,139
From July 16th to July zznd...! 652 470 756

It is to be noted that this reduction has taken place before
the rise of the Nile, to which, however, it will probably be
attributed, for there is an implicit belief amongst Egyptians
that the rise of the Nile sweeps away cholera and all other
diseases, notwithstanding the fact that in 1883 cholera
%qlisisted and extended up the river during the period of high

ile.

The rise of the Nile will undoubtedly reduce the mortality -

in districts in which there is reaspn to believe the water
supply has become infected, and by improving the supply in
%uantity and quality, will render further infection unlikely.
wing, however, to the great attention paid during the
resent epidemic to the protection of water supply, such
istricts are rare, and to the absence of any wholesale water
contamination may be largely attributed the comparatively
small loss of life in 1896 as compared to 1883.

It is a noteworthy fact that practically all the large pro-
vincial towns have been so far saved. Only in Fayoum and
Sohag has there been any serious mortality. In Cairo the
disease is practically stamped out. In the last four days
there has only been one case. The outbreak in the lunatic
asylum was got completely under in five days. As the disease
appeared in the division in which 17 patients out of 100 were
at once attacked, it was in all probability due to infection of
water supply or food. The origin has not yet been clearly
traced, but was probably caused by attendants coming from
outside with cholera-infected hands or clothing.

The total number of cases was 30, with 10 deaths. The
value of bacteriological examination was shown 'by the fact
that a number of cases would not otherwise have been pro-
nounced cholera, so very mild were the symptoms, not even
necessitating the patient taking to bed. Yet the dejecta were
full of cholera bacilli, a striking example of the class of case
by which infection is spread. On the frontier the disease is
extending amongst the troops, and the Egyptian hospital at
Kosheh is reported attacked.

The entire frontier, from Edfu, some miles north of
Assouan to the immediate front, is, as regards its medical
organisation, whether civil or military, under the Minister
of i éa,fr. The authority of the Sanitary Department ceases
at u.

There is a large English staff of medical officers now on the
frontier, and the disease will no doubt soon be stamped out.
Meanwhile for a time it must seriously hamper military
operations.

Amongst the English troops on the frontier, consisting of
one battalion and details, 22 cases and 19 deaths are reported
u%to date. In the Egyptian Army 269 cases and 165 deaths—
a heavier mortality than is likely to occur from dervish fire
in the capture of Dongola.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

PARIS.

Foreign Medical Students in France.— Certificates of Births and
Deaths.—Laboratory Assistants and their Pay.—Tincture of
Chestnut for Hemorrhoids.—Coming Congresses.—General
News.

ArTER the prolonged agitation in all the medical faculties of
France against what was called ‘*‘ the invasion of the profes-
sion by foreigners,” M. Rambaud, Minister of Public Instruc-
tion, promised the Chamber, on June 10th, to make newregu-
lations, which would satisfy the demands of the medical
students. He has done so by the following circular, dated
July 1st, which has been sent to the Rectors of all the Univer-
sities:

T have the honour of informing you of the measures I have decided on
with regard to foreign medical stndents. The services and laboratories of
our faculties shall continue to remain wide open and unconditionally to
foreign doctors who, having completed their studies in their own country,
come to France for the purpose of perfecting themselves in this or that
branch of their profession. Asto the young men who come to France in
increasing numbers every year for the purpose of commencing and pursu-
ing their medical studies, it is necessary to discriminatebetween those
who intend settling in France to Pra.ct.ise medicine and those who pro-
pose, when their studies are completed, to return to their own country.
Concerning the first, it is just to bind them by the same restrictions as
apply to our own students. They shall, therefore, receive the State
diploma conferring the right to practise medicine in France only on the
condition that on first matriculating they are able to produce their French
diploma of Bachelor in Classics (letters, philosophy), and a certificate of
Physical, Chemical, and Natural Sciences. As concerns the others, who
moreover, form the greater number, the French degree of Bachelor will
not be required for their ‘matriculation atthe universities, but the diploma
they may receive at the close of the regular course of their studies will
not confer upon them the ri%ht to practise medicine in France. Th:iy will
be notified to that effect by the Secretaries of the Faculties on Matricula-
tion. Applicationsfor exemptions by the students of the latter class will
have to be addressed to me as usual. The present measures have no
retroactive effect,and do not apply to foreign students matriculated at the
universities in 189{1896. E%uivalentsof the Bachelor’s degreewill continue
to be granted to students born in countries with which we are bound by
international conventions to that effect. . .

In 1868 a decree of the Prefect of the Seine directed that
doctors chosen for the purpose should, after registration at
the Mairie, visit newborn infants, ascertain the sex, and
verify the data registered. The Muqlclpal Council at a
recent meeting, expressed dissatisfaction at the mannerin
which the medical men acquit themselves of these duties.
The father is general]y absent, They unceremoniously
enter the mother’s room and ply her with questions, which,
in many instances, inevitably produce a painful impression—
such as if she has previously had, children, how many she
has lost, if any were born before marriage. {E'hg Council also
wishes to separate the duties of the death-visiting registrar
from those of the birth-visiting registrar. The Prefect of the
Seine was asked to say that the medical men appointed to per-
sonally collect the data concerning births should examine the
child where possible in a room apart from that of the mother’s,
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likewise never to apply to her for the statistical facts neces-
sary to be obtained.

he laboratory assistants have sent a petition to Professor
Brouardel, Dean of the Paris Faculty, praying for an increase
in their salaries. At present the pay is 448 a year. They
ask for £72, at the end of three years’ service £78, and after
six years £80o. They, with reason, urge that they are poorly
paig, while their duties are frequently dangerous. They are
exposed to dissection wounds and to infection. Last year
seven of the assistants died from laboratory accidents. The
entire number_is _only 63. Several professors have signed
the petition. M. Brouardel has sent it to the Rector of the
French Faculties, who will send it to the Minister of Public
Instruction.

According to Dr. Artault de Vevey there is a belief in
France that the presence of chestnuts in one’s bed or pockets
suffice to prevent piles. He tested the truth of the tradition,
and treated hsemorrhoids with a concentrated tincture of
chestnuts. Ten drops taken morning and evening in a little
sugared water before eating acted rapidly andsurely. Hzemor-
rhage is also stopped by concentrated chestnut tincture of
the .American Pharmacopeeia, but it is advisable to mix with it
tincture of hamamelis. Dr. Artault de Vevey has treated
twenty-one cases of heemorrhoids with tincture of chestnut;
every case was a success. He regards it as a trustworthy
remedy for the violent pain of hseemorrhoids.

The second French Congress of Gynacology and Obstetrics
will be held at Geneva from Audgust 318t to September sth.
Five questions will be discussed. They are as follows: the
treatment of pelvic suﬁpurations; the surgical treatment in
uterine retroversion ; the best way of closing the abdomen;
the relative frequency and the most generally met with forms
of contracted pelvis in different regions, groups of regions, or
countries. The seventh Annual Congress of Nervous Dis-
eases and Insanity will be held at Nancy from August 1st
to 6th. The following subjects will be discussed: the
Eathogeny and pathological physiology of hallucinations of

earing; the symptomatology of tremor; confining the in-
sane in special establishments. The third French Medical
Congress will be held at Nancy on August 6th. The subjects
to be discussedare : the use of blood serum in therapeutics ;
blood clots in the vessels; the prognosis of albuminuria.

The President of the Republic a few days ago inaugurated
the new consumption hospital for children at Villiers-sur-
Marne. The hospital is the outcome of private charity. The
construction and entire organisation of the hospital are ex-
cellent ; the playroom, where the children play in an atmo-
gheyg s:,tnrate with ozone, was deservedly praised by the

esident.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF DERMATOLOGY.

Sir,—At the request of some of my colleagues in charge of
the arrangements for the International Congress of Derma-
tology to be held in London next week, I have to ask you to
allow me to say a few words.

We are in the first glace most anxious that this Congress
should not be regarded as an affair in which the non-specialist
practitioner will have no part. Dermatology has taken its
place as one of the most interesting and instructive depart-
ments of medical science. We hope, therefore, that none
will be prevented by any considerations such as those hinted
at from joining us, and availing himself of the opportunities
for gaining knowledge which will be afforded.

There will be on every day of the Congress (August sth,
6th, and 7th) two demonstrations (at 9 A.M. and at 2 p.mM.) of
‘living patients, and it is expected that several hundreds of
such will be produced, and that opportunities will thus be
afforded of eliciting the diagnosis and comments of some of
‘the most distinguished authorities. These occasions cannot
fail to be most instructive to all, and let me add it is pro-
bable that on the scale now attempted they will never occur

ain.
agA subscription of one pound will entitle to attendance at
all these demounstrations as w:ll as at the meetings of the
Cengress, and also to a volume of Transactions, which will

be published when the Congress is over. The subscription
should be sent to the Secretary-General, Dr. Pringle, 23,
Lower Seymour Street, or direct to the Treasurer, Mr. Mal-
colm Morris, 8, Harley Street, W.

Next I have to ask attention to the fact that the demon-
strations above referred to will offer excellent opportunities
for obtaining opinions on rare and unusual cases, and at the
same time to say that we shall be greatly obliged to all those
who can send us such. I appeal especially to the medicak
officers of public institutions, but not to them exclusively.
‘We asgk for the co-operation of the whole profession, and in
the assurance that those who will kindly take a little trouble
in this matter will confer a general obligation, and at the
same time assist materially in the development of clinical
knowledge. All communications respecting patients should
be sent to Dr. Colcott Fox, 14, Harley Street, or to Dr. Gallo-
way, 21, Queen Anne Street. The meetings will take place in
the Examination Hall on the Embankment. The opening
meeting (for which tickets will not be required) will be om
Tuesday, August 4th, at 12 o’clock.—I am, ete.,

JONATHAN HUTCHINSON,

Cavendish Square, July 2gth. President of the Congress.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES,

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.

THE classes rose for the summer recess on Friday, July 17th. From the

15th to the 24th the various professional examinations have been going

on. The final event is the uation ceremonial on Saturday, August 1st.
FIRST' PROFESSIONAL EXAMINANION.—The following candidates have:
assed in :

P Botany.—Nisar Ahmed, R. Affleck, H, Alexander, J.F. Allen, C.H. Allen,.

C. M. Anderson W L. G. Anderson, H. E. Arbuckle, A. A. Ayton,
A. C. Begg, L. N. Biggs, F. E. Belcombe, J. H. Bell, A. L. Bennet, A.
B. Black, G. 8. Blandy, V. C. de Boinville, A. N. Bond, O.C. B ey,
E. S. Brett, F. H. Bridgman, A. Brown, G. F. Buist, G. C. Burgess,
M. G. Cadell, R. A. Cameron, J.P. Campbell, 8. M. D. Campbell,
K. A. Cappie, G. Carey, G. S. Carmichael, J. H. Cattanach, L. M.
Chesney, H. C.Comber, J.C. Cook, A. D. 8. Cooke, W. P. Cormack,
A. P. Coskey, B. M. Cunningham, B. W. Dakers, 8. L. Dawkins, M. 8.
Dickson, G. B. Dodds, C. ougias, J. W. Duffus, J. Duncan, W. A.
Duncan, W.I. Dunn, J. M. Dupont, W. Eadie, J. R. Edward, J. 8.
Enslin, D. Ewart, W. Ewart, V. G. Fergusson, V. M. Fergusson, A.
Fleming, J.P. Flemmi, B. G. Forman, G. Forrest, D. R. Forshaw,
C. Fraser, A. Frew, W. E. Frost, A. T. Gavin, J. 8. Geikie, E. H. Gib-
bon, J. M. Glasse, N. Gleg%, 8. E, Goggin, M. J. Gordon, St.L. H.
Gribben, A. L. Gurney. P. 8. Haldane, J. Halliday, F. Hardie,
N. E. Harding, E. R. Henderson, D. Heron, C. G. Hey, E. Hodson,
D. B. Hughes, C. E. P. Husband, J. P: Inglis, W, T. James,
E. B. Jamieson, J. G. 8. Jamieson, E. M. G. Jayne, J. C.
Kennedy, F. K. Kerr, J. T. Kirkwood, 8. M. de Koch, A. Leach.
A. C Lennie, G. H. Lewis, J. Lindsay, J. G. M‘Dougall, 8. L.
M‘Elderry, E. M‘Elney, W. E. M‘Farlane, J. G. M‘Kenna, E. G. H
Mackenzie, D. 8. Macniﬁht, P, A. Maclagan, H. L. C. Maclaren, L. A.
M‘Munn, A. M‘Nab, D. M. Macrae, E. Macrory, E. G. D. Menzies, J.
B. Milne, H. C. Miller, W. Miller, R. C. Monnington, J. M. Morri-
son, J. Munro, P. Murray, R. Murray, W. Murray, C. E. O’Connor,
J.F Orr, D. E. 8. Park, J. C. Parker. T. B. Paterson, N. Patterson,
W. 8. Patton, J. G. Peebles, 8. G. Peill, C. E. Pepper, Mary
C. Pepper, H. G. Pesel, . . Porteous, L. T. Price,
E. C. Prichard, J. B. Primmer, 8. Rattray, L. C. P. Ritchie, P. C.
Richie, D. J. Roberts, H. M. Roberts, G. C.I. Robertson, J. K. A.
Robertson, J. 8. E. Robertson, M. W. Robertson, G. A. P. Ross, W.
C. Ross, A. L Roxburgh, L. Rundall, Henrietta W. Rusack, J.
Scobie, J.°B. Scott, M. 8. Scott, W. 8. 8cott, J. F. Selkirk, P. Shaw,.
S. R. 8ibbald, G. W. R. S8keen, W. Sloss, M. W. Smart, A. Smith, C. B,
Snow, C. W. Somerville, H. L. Spark, H. M. Spiers, A. D. Spence,
Eleanor R. Sproull, G. H. Steven, I. 8. S8tewart. E. Steyn, C. P.
Strong, M. A. 8wan, G. L. Thompson, H. P. Thompson, E. C. Thom-
son, J. H. Thornley, J. P. du Toit, W. L. Trafford, A. Trotter, E. J.
Tyrell, Anne Low Venters, Isabel Venters, A. G. Watson, A. S. Wat-
son, P. Weatherbe. N. 8. Wells, G. D. Whyte, F. M. Wigg, G. Wilson,
g.ig. Wolfenden, A. M. Wood, G. Wright, J. H. Wrightson, and J. C.
uidmeer.

Zool gy —R. Affleck, N, Ahmed, J F. Allan, M. Anderson, H.
E.  Arbuckle, A. C. Be%q. L. N. Blﬁgs, A. B. Black,
A. N. Bond, O. C. Bradley, G. M. rown, W. Brown,
G. F. Buist, M. C. 1. Cadell, J. P. Campbell, S. M. D.
Campbell, R. V. Clark, V. A. G. Coghill, W. P. Cormack, G. G.
Cumming, B. M. Cunningham, 8. Dawkins, G. C. V. K. Daviéson, A.
R. Douglas, J. W. Duffus, J. Duncan, W. Eadie, V. Ferguson, J. P.
Fleming, C. Fraser, W. E. Frost, 8. E. Goggin, M. J. Gordon, P. 8.
Haldane, G. H. Hanna, F. Hardie, E. R. Henderson, E. Hodson, C.
E. P. Husband, M. E. Jones, F. K. Kerr, S. M. de Koch, A. C.
Lennie, G. H. Lewis, L. T. M‘Clintock, P. N. M. Macdonald, S.L.
M‘Elderry, A. C. N. M‘Hattie, D. 8. MacKnight, H. I. C. Maclaren,
J. H. M‘Kee, W. M‘Lachlan, L. A. MacMunn, D. M. Macrae, E.
Macrory, A. M. Malcolmson, W. Miller, J. M. Morrison, C. E.
O’Connor, J. C. Parker, N. Patterson, C. B. B. Paul, M. C. Pepper,.
J. L. Rentoul, D. J. Roberts, J. Ross, R. A, Savage, G. W. R. 8keen,
J. A. Smith, E. R. Sproull, M. A. Swan, E. C. Thomson, J. W. N,
Thomson, A. Trotter, A. G. Watson, A. 8. Watson, N. 8. Wells, F. M.
Wigg, A. Wood, G. Wright, J. H. Wrightson.

"JybuAdoo Ag peroa1oid 1s8nb Aq 20z [udy 6T U0 /Wod fwg mmmy/:dny wolj papeojumoq "968T Isnbny T uo e-zog" 28T 2 wa/9eTT 0T Se paysiignd 1s1iy :r PaiN g


http://www.bmj.com/

