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Obituary

Mr. M. J. PETTY, senior surgeon at the British Hospital
at Buenos Aires, died in that city on January 20 at the age
of 64. Michael Joseph Petty was born at Campana, Buenos
Aires, on August 27, 1888, the son of the late Dr. Michael
John Petty, and in 1896 he was sent to Prior Park School,
Bath, where he was a pupil until 1904. Two years later he
entered Downing College, Cambridge, graduating B.A. in
1909 and gaining the university scholarship to St. Thomas's
Hospital in 1910. He qualified M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1912,
and in 1914 he proceeded to the M.A., took the degrees of
M.B., B.Chir., and obtained the F.R.C.S. After qualifying
he held house posts at St. Thomas's Hospital and then was

resident medical officer at the Lord Mayor Treloar Ortho-
paedic Hospital for a short time before entering the
R.A.M.C. for service in the war of 1914-18. Returning to
South America after the war, he received the degree of M.D.
of Buenos Aires in 1918 and joined the staff of the Instituto
Modelo at the Rawson Hospital, Buenos Aires, in 1919. Two
years later he was appointed assistant honorary surgeon to
the British Hospital, Buenos Aires, in succession to Mr. J.
Wolfe Morris. In 1931 he became senior surgeon of the hos-
pital, an appointment he held until his death. Mr. Petty
organized a complete medical and surgical unit to send to the
aid of the wounded of H.M.S. Exeter, Ajax, and Achilles,
after the Battle of the River Plate in December, 1939. Later
in the war he went to the United States to study Professor
R. H. Smithwick's operation of sympathectomy for hyper-
tension, and on his return to Buenos Aires he undertook
some research on cancer. For his services in the last war

he was appointed O.B.E. in 1950. A devout Roman Catholic,
Mr. Petty was a past president of the Thomas More Society
in Buenos Aires, of which society he was the founder, and

at the Eucharistic Congress in 1934 he was the chief organ-
izer of the medical bureau and the first-aid posts. He also

founded the Consorcio de M6dicos Cat6licos. An outstand-

ing member of the British community in Buenos Aires, he

was associated with its welfare work in many ways, and his

loss will be deeply felt by all who knew him. Mr. Petty
married Miss Lina M. Pruden in 1920, and she survives him,
together with three sons and five daughters.

Dr. E. R. C. COOKE, who practised near Oxford, died at

the Radcliffe Infirmary on February 3, after a long illness,
at the age of 66. Edward Robert Cecil Cooke was born
on June 19, 1886, the elder son of Dr. Edward Cooke, of

Sheffield, and was educated at Felsted and Emmanuel

College, Cambridge. He continued his clinical studies at

University College Hospital and the Sheffield Royal
Infirmary, where he held a house post after qualifying in

1913. On the outbreak of war in 1914 he joined the

R.A.M.C. and served in France as medical officer to a

battalion of the Scottish Rifles, winning the Military Cross

in 1917. He later went with the regiment to Palestine.

From 1920 to 1933 he was in the Malayan Medical Service,

holding many important appointments, including that of

chief medical officer in social hygiene. On his return to

England he settled in general practice at Little Milton, near

Oxford, where he spent the remaining 20 years of his life.

In addition to the work of a busy practice he found time

to act as honorary secretary to the Oxford Panel Committee,

and he was a member of the local emergency committee

when war broke out again in 1939. When the Home Guard

was formed he served as medical officer to the local bat-

talion. He was also an anaesthetist at the Radcliffe

Infirmary and a member of the Oxford County and City

Executive Council. In 1951 he suffered a serious illness

which necessitated two major operations, but, showing his

usual courage during the ordeal, he made a good recovery.

He returned to his practice and worked as hard as ever

until the end of last year, when he again developed symp-

toms which called for surgical relief, and his condition slowly

deteriorated. Dr. Cooke was a man of fine presence and
of great personal charm, and he will be sorely missed by
his patients. It was always a great pleasure to visit him at
his home, where he and his wife dispensed such charming
hospitality. At the funeral service, at which the British
Legion formed a guard of honour, the church was filled
with his friends and patients from the surrounding district.
To Mrs. Cooke and to his son and daughter our sympathy
goes out in their great loss.-J. H. C.

Dr. G. C. K. REID, pathologist to the Walsall group of
hospitals, died at his home at Walsall on February 6 at the
early age of 49. Gordon Campbell Kinloch Reid was born
at Elgin on July 9, 1903, and was educated at Perth
Academy and at St. Andrews University, where he graduated
M.B., Ch.B. in 1929, and also took the diploma of L.D.S.
He tried general practice for a time and then returned to
hospital work in 1935 as resident surgical officer at New
Cross Hospital, Wolverhampton. He devoted himself in-
creasingly to laboratory work until 1938, when he obtained
the appointment of resident medical officer and assistant
pathologist at the Royal Hospital, Wolverhampton. His
clinical experience in general practice and in hospitals
helped him to bring together the work of the laboratory
and the wards, with mutual benefit. He took a particular
interest in the development of the Wolverhampton and
District Blood Transfusion Service, which was very much
a going concern when the second world war broke out.
He joined the R.A.M.C. in 1940 and served with the Eighth
Army in North Africa and in Europe, being mentioned in
dispatches for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.
Released from the Army in 1945, Dr. Reid returned to his
work at Wolverhampton until, in 1946, he was appointed
assistant and, later, full pathologist at Walsall General Hos-
pital. When the National Health Service came into opera-
tion his post as consultant pathologist was widened to em-

brace the WaIsall hospitals group. Late in 1951 illness over-

took him and a serious operation became necessary. He
returned to duty about a year ago, greatly weakened in
strength but full of courage to face the future. Last Decem-
ber he had to undergo a second operation, and, although he
left hospital in a cheerful frame of mind, he died in his sleep
two days later. His loss is a tragic blow not only to his
relatives and fFiends but also to his patients, who had the
greatest cause to appreciate his kindness and his unsparing
efforts on their behalf. In 1946 he married Miss Dorothy
Pollitt; she brought the skilled experience of a trained nurse

to the care of her husband during his many months of
illness. Much sympathy will be extended to her and the two
children of the marriage.

The first Annual Representative Meeting of the British
Medical Association opened in the King's Hall, Swansea,
on Tuesday, July 28, 1903, and the jubilee of the Repre-
sentative Body will be celebrated at Cardiff this year. It is
a matter for particular regret, therefore, that the small group
of survivors who were present at the first A.R.M. has been
still further reduced by the death of Dr. A. TENNYSON
SMrrH at his home at Bournemouth on February 13 at
the age of 82. Alfred Tennyson Smith was born on August
22, 1870, and was educated at the University of Aberdeen,
where he graduated M.B., C.M., with honours, in 1892,
proceeding to the M.D. in 1898. Dr. Tennyson Smith settled
in practice at St. Mary Cray, in Kent, in 1893, and he repre-
sented Bromley and Sevenoaks at the A.R.M. in 1903. As
a general practitioner, both at St. Mary Cray and later at

Orpington, he was greatly loved by his patients and respected
by his colleagues. For a number of years he held the

appointment of surgeon to the Chislehurst and Cray Valley
Hospital. After the first A.R.M. Dr. Tennyson Smith did
not represent his constituency again until the London Meet-

ing of 1910, but thenceforward he attended 13 other meet-

ings of the Representative Body until 1932, the year before
--l -- --he retired from practice. From 1914 to 1916 he served on

the Central Council of the B.M.A., and from 1921 to 1931
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he was a member of the Post Office medical officers sub-
committee. He was also honorary secretary of the Bromley
Division from 1914 to 1918, chairman in 1922, and presi-
dent of the Kent Branch in 1923-4. A keen golfer, he
presented a cup for anrftial competition to the Kent Branch
of the B.M.A. During the war of 1914-18 he was a major
in the R.A.M.C. and was stationed at Port Said for a time.
He was keenly interested in the work of the St. John
Ambulance Brigade, an interest he maintained after he
retired to Bournemouth in 1933. In 1943 he became county
commissioner and county vice-president of the Brigade in
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, and in the same year he
was appointed O.B.E. for his services to civil defence. Two
years later he was created a knight of the Venerable Order
of St. John of Jerusalem.

The death occurred in hospital on February 7 of Dr.
BALFOUR WILLIAMS at the age of 63. He had been in failing
health for some time. Balfour Williams was born in Liver-
pool on April 4, 1889, and received his medical education
at the University of Liverpool, graduating B.Sc. in 1912
and M.B., Ch.B. two years later. From 1914 to 1918 he
was surgical tutor and demonstrator at the Royal Infirmary,
Liverpool, afterwards becoming resident medical officer
at the Liverpool Open-air Hospital, Leasowe, where he
remained for some years. Then followed ten years as senior
resident medical officer at Mill Road Infirmary, Liverpool.
Dr. Balfour Williams was a prominent freemason and was
a past master of the University Lodge at Liverpool and of
the Birkenhead Hamilton Lodge, of which he was also a
founder member. He was also a past provincial grand
deacon for Cheshire. Dr. Balfour Williams was a kindly
man, quietly but deeply religious. Many Liverpool
students during the years 1914-18 will remember him with
great affection as an enthusiastic and energetic teacher. He
had been in practice at Upton, near Birkenhead, for only a
few years, but he had already endeared himself to his many
patients. The sincere sympathy of his colleagues, his num-
erous former students, and his patients will be extended to
his widow.-H. C. W. B.

We record with regret the death of Dr. H. G. THOMPSON
at Ashford Hospital, Kent, on February 13 at the age of
73. Hubert Gordon Thompson was born at Liverpool on
February 24, 1879, the son of Mr. J. Albert Thompson,
and was educated at University College, Liverpool, gradua-
ting M.B., Ch.B. at the Victoria University of Manchester
in 1903. He then held a number of appointments at Liver-
pool University, being Holt Fellow in physiology and patho-
logy in 1903-4, Robert Gee Fellow in human anatomy in
1904-5, and assistant lecturer in anatomy in 1905-6. After
taking the Liverpool M.D. in 1906 he went to stay with his
missionary friend, Dr. Neville Bradley, at Pakhoi, in South
China, and on his return to this country he took the F.R.C.S.
and offered his services as a medical missionary to the Church
Missionary Society. After working for a time at the Pakhoi
Hospital and leper settlement he paid several visits to the
distant province of Yunnan, and in 1917 opened up a

C.M.S. hospital at Yunnan Fu (now known as Kunming).
Within two years the Chinese Government awarded him a
special civil decoration in recognition of his services. After
the resignation of Dr. D. Duncan Main from the post of
medical superintendent of the unique C.M.S. agglomera-
tion of hospitals and medical institutions at Hangchow,
he was called to take charge of those institutions in 1926,
at a time when the Nationalist disturbances were a sore

trial to China. Two years later he resigned from the C.M.S.
on his appointment to the chair of surgery at the Henry
Lester Institute of Medical Research in Shanghai. It says
something for the spirit of the man that, when some years
later a serious need for staff arose at one of the C.M.S.
hospitals in the far west of China, Gordon Thompson,
though aged 70, offered to return temporarily to meet that
need. He was a good administrator, a tactful leader of
men, and a man of great personal charm and religious
faith. His physical endurance was remarkable, and, with

General Pereira, he made an epic journey of exploration
through the borderlands of Tibet about 30 years ago. His

home at Kunming gave him the opportunity to entertain

many distinguished explorers and scientists, such as Captain
Kingdon Ward, Dr. Rock, and others. He married Miss

Amy Bradley, the sister of his friend and colleague, in 1912,
and his daughter, Dr. Greta C. Hague, has returned with

her husband to the mission in South China to which her

father first went nearly 50 years ago.-H. G. A.

We record with regret the death of Dr. RALPH NORMAN

at his home at Thorpe Bay, Essex, on February 21 at the

age of 77. Ralph Norman was born on December 15, 1875,
and was educated at Epsom College and at the London

Hospital, qualifying M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1899. He gradu-
ated M.B. from the University of London in 1903, proceed-
ing to the M.D. in the following year. After qualification
he held the appointments of paediatric house-physician and

resident obstetrician at the London Hospital, and later

became deputy medical superintendent of St. Andrew's

Hospital for Nervous and Mental Disorders, Northampton.
In 1907 he joined Dr. Charles Forsyth in practice at

Southend-on-Sea, where he rapidly established a reputation
for sound clinical judgment and versatility. He was assistant

physician to the former Southend-on-Sea Victoria Hospital,
and later assistant physician to the new Southend General

Hospital. For some years he was consultant physician to

Rochford Hospital, where the staff were gratefnl for his

opinion and help over an extensive field, including difficult

midwifery. During the war of 1914-18 he rendered valu-

able service as physician to the Queen Mary's Hospital,

Southend-on-Sea, and was a member of a medical board.

From 1928 to 1931 Dr. Norman was chairman of the South

Essex Division of the B.M.A.

We are indebted to Dr. J. STEVENSON LOGAN, medical

officer of health for the County Borough of Southend-on-

Sea, for the following appreciation: The colleagues of

Ralph Norman soon came to recognize his gifts and judg-

ment, for in the days when specialists were not as readily

available as they are to-day he was often called into con-

sultation by other practitioners, many of whose wives he

attended at their confinements. He was associated with the

work of the local authority as medical officer at the infant

welfare centres and antenatal clinics from the earliest days

of the work, and even after his retirement from active prac-

tice he remained faithful to his infants clinic until his last

illness. During the last war he was a source of strength

to the local medical war committee, and he served also as

a member of the local obstetric committee and on a medi-

cal board. In his young days he played lawn tennis for

Essex, and he helped to found the Southend-on-Sea Doctors'

Cricket Club, which still flourishes. At the bridge table he

was brilliant and formidable. Norman was a very modest

man who avoided controversy and never criticized others.

He had strong convictions, which he never obtruded, and

seemed to know instinctively and without self-questioning

which was the right course of conduct; to that he held un-

falteringly. He never wasted time and could be brusque

with those who tried to waste it for him. Completely honest,

always forthright, generous, helpful, and courageous, he was

greatly liked by those to whom he accorded the privilege of

his friendship. Not the least engaging of his qualities was

his quiet, pervasive sense of humour and a genuine love of

fun. He loved small children, and was very successful in

dealing with them. In his home life he was greatly blessed,

and the serenity of the companionship between him and

his wife impressed all their friends. He is survived by

Mrs. Norman, by their son, who succeeded him in his

practice, and by a daughter.

We are indebted to Dr. T. M. LING for the following

appreciation of Dr. HAROLD BALME. whose death was re-

corded in the Journal of February 28 (p. 511): The outstand-

ing memory that his colleagues have of Harold Balme is of

his enthusiasm, activated by a strong Christian spirit. His

work as professor of surgery at Cheeloo University at Tsinan
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in China gave him a wide circle of friends in the Far East.
In more recent years his work in the field of rehabilitation
gave him another circle of friends, who were equally stirred
by his passionate enthusiasm and eloquence. In the war
years he laid the foundations of hospital rehabilitation facili-
ties up and down the country, being far-sighted enough to
use the war situation to help the whole civilian population.
Balme was always rather an impatient man and did not
hesitate at times to criticize to good effect the bureaucratic
machine and those who worked it. There is no doubt
that the hospital rehabilitation departments that he created
were pioneer ventures that have proved their worth. The
development of physical medicine in this country owes a
bigger debt to Balme than is always realized.

Since the second world war Balme devoted all his energies
to international medicine, serving in the joint post of adviser
on rehabilitation to the United Nations, the World Health
Organization, and Unicef. This position called for con-
siderable tact, and in addition Balme displayed his cus-
tomary zeal. He was largely responsible for the excellent
rehabilitation centre near Graz in Austria that has proved
an inspiration to many visitors from central Europe.
Throughout these latter years Balme was chairman of the
Working Party on Rehabilitation, which acted as a liaison
between the United Nations and all the specialized agencies.
Balme's contributions were recognized as showing great
vision, and he was always anxious to bring modern re-
habilitation techniques to less-developed countries.

For the last year Balme suffered from increasing ill-health,
but he had great fortitude, and his keenness was never
impaired. During his final months he passed on many fresh
ideas to the younger generation, and one of his great regrets
was his inability to attend the Working Party meeting at
the United Nations this winter. Balme will be sadly missed
by his many friends; his practical idealism was all too rare
in this materialistic age.

Medical Notes in Parliament

CONTROL OF HOSPITAL FiNANCE
Different aspects of National Health Service administration
were discussed in the House of Lords on March 4, when
LoRD AMULREE called attention to the difficulties imposed
on hospital committees by the implied rigidity of recent
instructions from the Ministry of Health, and LoRD SALTOUN
complained of the rigid application of the drug tariff to the
prescribing of appliances.
LoRD AMULREE said there was increasing anxiety among

hospital staffs and management committees, and among the
governors of teaching hospitals, that the Ministry of Health
was showing a desire to control more and more the day-to-
day running of hospitals, and particularly the staff appoint-
ments, both medical and lay. Two circulars recently issued
had shown great interest in the size and control of hospital
staffs, and were contrary to a promise when the National
Health Service Bill was going through Parliament that each
hospital would be free to decide within the limits of its
budget how its money should be spent.
The first request for information about medical staffs

came in February, 1951. It was followed by another, for
very detailed information about the consultants, their names,
the hours they worked, what people they had working under
them, and so forth. For the hospital at which he worked
it entailed a return of 29 foolscap pages, and he did not
think it would be of great value when it was received. That
was followed by a medical survey. Teams were sent round
the hospitals to review staff and make recommendations on
the appropriate staffing, which it was intended should be-
come " frozen " in December 6 last. Before that occurred,
however, there was another demand for information on
staffing in September, 1952. From this it appeared that the
boards would be able to increase the approved medical
establishment in any grade only with the Minister's consent.

There had since been some substantial modifications in that,
but there was great trouble and confusion, between the issue
of the circular and the final modification, which was issued
only the other day.
There had also been a further circular entitled " Economy

in Manpower," dated December 5, 1952, requiring returns
within 14 days of medical and administrative staffs. Survey
teams visited the hospitals again, and made inquiries and
recommendations. From the kind of things that occurred
it was difficult to believe that this was not centralized con-
trol coming along. Hospitals should be allowed to do their
work without interference from some central controlling
organization. They were very much tied up from the point
of view of salaries. Everything was fixed. Limits were
laid down by the central authority. Why should not people
be allowed, if they had a budget of sufficient size, to pay
out sums, including salaries, which they thought reasonable
and appropriate ?

Rigidity of Drug Tariff
LoRD SALTOUN'S point was that rigidity should be relaxed

to permit the use of appliances not less efficient nor more
expensive than those of the kind listed in the drug tariff.
The circumstances in which it originated, he said, were that
a doctor prescribed for an N.H.S. patient two tins of " peni-
cillin nonad tulle" dressings, 2 in. square. The two boxes
contained 72 dressings and cost lOs. 6d. In due course the
prescription went to the executive committee, who refused
to repay the chemist because these dressings were not
appliances coming within the Third Schedule to the General
Medical and Pharmaceutical Services Regulations. In fact,
this dressing was included in the drug tariff, but only in sizes
of 4 in. square, and the cost was 5s. for a tin of 10, or
36s. for the 72 ordered by the doctor. Presumably the pre-
scribing doctor thought the nature and position of the
wound required the smaller dressing. The chemist was com-
pelled to fulfil the order. Together they had incurred for
the Service a charge of lOs. 6d. and avoided one of 36s.
Yet all that happened was that the chemist was refused pay-
ment. This was not a solitary case. He had a long list
of other examples. There should be some relaxation of
rigidity; or alternatively they might adopt the Scottish
system, in which the majority of appliances in the drug tariff
were listed in the most generalized form.

New Scheme Devised
The EARL OF ONSLOW, speaking for the Government,

replied first to Lord Saltoun, and said that after making
extensive inquiries about the drug tariff he believed that it
was almost 99% foolproof. In a few weeks a scheme would
be devised with a small enough mesh to catch the anom-
alies. The particular item Lord Saltoun had complained
of was not in the tariff because it was considered that that
size and quantity of penicillin dressing was so rarely used
in general practice that its inclusion might lead to waste.
The first of the two documents quoted by Lord Amulree

(B.G. 4/72/201) was not a circular but a letter written to
teaching hospitals. Medical review teams had studied the
staffing of the hospitals, and made suggestions to the
Minister. The letter brought these suggestions to the notice
of the teaching hospitals and asked for their views, and
was by no means an order to the hospitals to alter their
day-to-day arrangements. The other document that had
been quoted was a circular, but again it was not an order;
if the hospitals found that they could not comply with the
suggestions put forward in it they were entitled to say so.
The main intention was to keep a check on proposals for
increases of staff, particularly administrative and clerical.
The review on which it was based was started as long ago
as 1950, and one aim was to produce an eventual reduction
of something like 5% on the clerical and administrative side.
But again these were not orders, merely suggestions. It
was part of the scheme to pool information and resources
in order to keep down cost; and there wsas no wish'. K
emphasized, to interfere on the medical side.
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