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scious mind. It appears that a recent exponent of this poet's
teaching, Mr. W. P. Witcutt (Blake: a Psychological Study),
interprets him according to the system of C. G. Jung, of Zurich,
as a "dissociated introvert," as one whose inner vision has
become disintegrated into its "elements "-these elements then
appearing as the " gigantic figures,'t " spectral illusions," etc., of
his dreams and imaginative works.
But if this is possible of the individual's inner vision, why

not of his outer also ? One recalls that the " nature spirits "
of folklore and the " minor deities " of polytheism in general
have already been interpreted along these lines. Further,
according to this conception, all these subsidiary divinities repre-
sent less a stage in an approach to monotheism than a lapse
away from it, attributable to a slackening mental grip, a dis-
sociation d la Pierre Janet. It will be interesting to note whether
folklorists recognize the parallelism; the recognition should
be illuminative both to them and to pyschopathologists&-I am,
etc.,
North Queensferry, Fife. A. J. BRocK.

Lectures from Edinburg
Sm,-Prof. L. J. Witts has reviewed (May 3, p. 602), under the

above title, the third volume of the Edinburgh Postgraduate
Lectures in Medicine, which is published through a grant from
the Honyman Gillespie Trust. As chairman of the committee
which was responsible for the invitation to the lecturers and
for the issue of these lectures in the Edinburgh Medical
Journal from time to time and at a later date in book form,
I would take exception to some of his criticisms, which show
a lack of appreciatior' of the purpose and value of these publi-
cations. The reviewer, it is true, pays a compliment to the
thirty-two lectures which comprise this volume when he writes
that they exemplify " the high level of didactic teaching charac-
teristic of the Scottish schools of medicine," but he makes no
mention of the fact that the lectures were all delivered by
experts dealing with aspects of their respective subjects in
which they were particularly interested and that, since they are
replete with the lecturers' personal views, experience, and
original observations, they are definite contributions to know-
ledge. The present volume and a fourth would have been
published before now but have been held up by the paper
shortage.

I may say that I do not agree with Prof. Witts that the day
of the published clinical lecture has passed, for personally I
have derived much benefit and pleasure from the perusal of
the clinical lectures published by some of our great clinicians.
The clinical lecture affords, does it not, an opportunity to
express and emphasize the art as contrasted with the science,
an aspect of medicine which, as many clinicians will agree, often
does not receive in our teaching nowadays the attention which
it demands. Prof. Witts makes no attempt to assess the value
of the individual lectures. Indeed he finds this volume "more
difficult to read than any recently received volume." "It is
difficult," he writes, " for any one reader to be interested both in
the Control of Sepsis and in Delinquency, in the First Month
of Life and in Prostatic Enlargement." I agree that such diverse
topics are not likely to appeal to the purist. On the other hand
a volume of the kind is appreciated by the general practitioner
who wishes to keep abreast of the times and by many others
who attend these lectures.

I was personally responsible, and make no apology, for
advising the Honyman Gillespie trustees to permit the utiliza-
tion of their grant, according to the terms of which animal
experiments may not be referred to, for the delivery and publi-
cation of these lectures, which illustrate some of the clinical
activities of the Edinburgh School; nor shall I apologize for
their subsequent publication in book form, which, I submit,
fulfils a most useful purpose. Prof. Witts concludes that " Only
pious devotion to an alma mater would justify the purchase of
these addresses." But even if this were so, which it is not,
for these volumes appeal to graduates of many other schools,
is not this a worthy motive ? Is it not the case that both
Bart's and Guy's, to the staffs of which Prof. Witts was, I think,
at one time attached, publish their Hospital Reports ?-I am,
etc.,

Edinburgh. EDWIN BRAMWELL.

POINES FROM LETTERS
Heat and Certificates

Dr. LINDSEY W. BA1FTEN writes: Every new infringement of
liberty, the almost daily " thou shalt not," the rare but not popular
" thou shalt," trails after it a countervailing medical certificate.
For the bureaucrat we are the indispensable mediator between him
and the disillusioned elector, softening and making just bearable the
injustices and absurdities of his edicts; for the reluctant citizen of
every social class and political party we are the dispenser of
privileges, the annuller of obligations, the anaesthetizer of the
pricking conscience. The pressure upon us to perform these
functions is very great; often it amounts to compulsion. Save in
retirement there is no escape from acting as the universal unpaid
arbitrator and referee in innumerable cases of Rex v. Smith. Yet
all this has no part in the Hippocratic Art; it is not for this we
took to medicine; and the functions we perform are of the most
dubious ultimate value either to the citizen or the State. The
crowning absurdity has come in the demand for gas-and-electric-fire
certificates. Parliament has approved a law which the Government
admits it cannot and will not try to enforce. Many members of
Parliament have protested that it must be widely disregarded and
every practitioner must know from his experience of the last four
months that they are right. The thoughtless, the wasteful, the dis-
gruntled will turn on their heaters whenever they feel cold, and
no class has a monopoly of these folk. . . Without far clearer
definition of the clinical conditions supposed to justify electric heat
in England now I trust we shall all decline to give any certificate,
leaving Government and citizen to work out their own salvation.

"Ectopia Testis with Seminomatous Change and Torsion "
Dr. A. H. BENrTT (Hartford, Cheshire) writes: With reference

to the article "Case of Ectopia Testis with Seminomatous Change
and Torsion" which I communicated to the Journal with
Dr. D. W. G. Shaw on Feb. 15 (p. 256), I have recently received
from Dr. John Burke, of Buffalo, New York, a copy of an article
contributed by him to the Zentralblatt ffar Chirurgie, 1938, 65.
2821, entitled " Stielgedrehtes intraabdoninales Seminoma Testis."
The case history is remarkably like our own, but it may be worth
noting that he has funished a quantity of bibliography, which I
add, namely:

Bulkley, K., Surg. Gynec. Obstet., 1913, 17, 703.
Eisendrath, Daniel N., and Rolnick, Harry C. Textbook of

Urology for Students and Practitioners; Philadelphia and
London: I. B. Lippincott. 1930.

Rea, Charles E., Amer. J. Cancer, 1931, 15, 2646.
Young, Hugh H., and Davis, David M. Young's Practice of

Urology; Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders. 1926.

Association of Operating Theatre Techniciam
Mr. A. WARNER writes: For many years in the larger hospitals in

London, also in some other towns in the country, men have been
employed as orderlies or theatre porters in the operating theatres.
. . .Now a body of men with many years' experience in. theatre
work have formed an association under the heading of the
" Association of Theatre Technicians," and many London surgeons
and anaesthetists have offered them a backing, the idea being that
in future anyone wishing to be employed in the capacity of a
theatre technician shall have a course of training and instruction in
the whole of theatre technique and will need to be thoroughly con-
versant with the working of the theatre, its instruments, apparatus,
and the general procedure pertaining to the theatre. . . . Informa-
tion will gladly be given by the Hon. Secretary, Mr. A. Warner,
56, Firwood Avenue, St. Albans, Herts.

"Is it, Doc.? "
Dr. P. K. MURPHY (London, W.) writes: Dr. Stuart Warden's

story (May 3, p. 617) of his 18-year-old patient who, when asked
whether her bowels were regular, appealed to her mother, " Are
they, Mum ? " was very, very amusing. But is it any less comic
than his conclusion? We are asked to accept the incident as an
overwhelmingly true summary of modem State efucation. Dear,
dear! Surely all it indicates is that no matter what system we
adopt there will ever, unfortunately, be a mentally sloppy, half-
baked few who cannot be relied an to know their acetabula from
their elbows.

Retaining Fees
Dr. P. B. CORBETT (Norwich) writes: At least three times this

year I have been awaiting confinements which have been from two
to three week$ overdue. This has been a great source of incon-
venience, as very important engagements have had to be abandoned.
Lawyers have a refresher fee per day marked on their brief; is it
not possible for us to adopt a somewhat similar course-a retaining
fee for every day or week over the booked date ?
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