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tax liability is on Lx only, because the value of the board and
lodging is not chargeable. But if the terms of the agreement
provide for a sdlary of Lx but authorize the employer to make
deductions (which we will assume amount to Ly for the year) on
account of board and/or lodging supplied, then as Lx is the
amount of the salary that is the amount assessable, and the
employee has no right to deduct Ly from it. The leading case on
the question, Cordy v. Gordon, was decided in 1925.

Army Service: Expenses
D. P. is a commissioned officer in the Army Dental Corps. Can he
deduct the cost of professional instruments or books?

*** No; such expenses are not regarded as " incurred wholly,
exclusively, and necessarily iI the performance of the duties." The
courts have drawn a distinction between expenses incurred in the
performance of duties and those incurred to put the individual
into a position to perform them.

Double Assessment
"M.B., Ch.B." has received two notices of assessment (for £200 and
£128 income respectively), and has not received a satisfactory
explanation from the local inspector of taxes. Apparently the tax
on both is being deducted from his salary.

*$* It is possible that the two assessments relate to different
financial years-i.e., for 1940-1 and 1941-2-though the amounts
do not seem to be reconcilable with the facts given by " M.B.,
Ch.B." We advise him to write again to the inspector of taxes-
or preferably to call at his office-and ask for a full explanation.
If it is not forthcoming he might well write to the Board of
Inland Revenue, Somerset House, W.C.2, asking that the matter
be made clear to him.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Iodine Ointment for Epidermophytosis

Dr. J. MONTGOMERY ANDERSON (London) writes: A delayed reaction
to Captain B. G. Shapiro's memorandum (December 20, p. 877)
and Dr. H. W. Barber's letter (January 3, p. 24) is stimulated by
having seen the results of treatment of this condition by " iodex."
Some months ago, in the course of a general overhaul, a patient
complained of irritation between the toes which had not been
relieved by various treatments. The macerated skin between the
toes told the story, and it was suggested that the feet should be
thoroughly washed twice a day, socks changed daily, and iodex
ointment well rubbed into the affected area and around it twice
daily. When the patient was seen two days ago he had forgotten
his skin irritation and the toes were normal. Ung. iodi (iodex)
has always been a standby in this condition for some years now,
and the results have always been very good indeed.

Function of Discharge in Coryza
Dr. J. F. PAYAN (Barkingside, Essex) writes: Surely the treatment of

all inflammatory conditions of mucous or modified mucous mem-
branes is to enhance Nature's, attempt at getting rid of bacterial
infection by the production of increased drainage of sero-purulent
discharges. It would be considered the height of folly to attempt
the suppression, say, of a gonococcal urethral discharge, and do
we not promote increased drainage by glycerin, etc., in cases of
endometritis and cervicitis? Why, then, reverse this form of treat-
ment in the case of the common cold? From a glance at modern
advertisements for the " cure " of colds the striking fact is that all
such cures attempt at " drying up " the normal rhinorrhoea,
which is Nature's way of curing the complaint. Bearing this in
mind, would it not be reasonable to look upon sinusitis and even
otitis media as avoidable complications in at least a certain pro-
portion of cases?

Health Problems of China in Wartime
China is the most remarkable country in the world of to-day. It

clung to its age-old customs up to the first decade of this century.
But now the giant has awakened, and in many instances has out-
stripped our modern Western civilization. From the monthly
magazine China at War (copies of which, we are told, are to be
found " in all leading libraries in the world "), among a number of
interesting and informative articles we would especially note an
account of antimalarial control on the Burma Road, where
research and clinical treatment of malaria have made much
progress. The problem of endemic goitre in Yunnan has been met
by iodization of domestic salt-one of the many policies of the
National Health Administration, an active Ministry which has
established health stations throughout the country. One of its
chief duties is to conserve man-power and to prevent undesirable
health conditions in the rear from affecting the defenders at the
front. Particular emphasis is laid on the prevention of epidemic

diseases, and the lowering of body resistance by malnutrition has
been largely met by the provision of soya-bean milk and soya
biscuits, which are an important factor in yielding food of full
nutritional value. In another article, " Kweichow's Plan for
Public Health," the establishment of a province-wide network of
health organizations is quoted as the outstanding feature of a five-
year plan for the promotion of public health. There are five main
epidemic-prevention districts, each in charge of an anti-epidemic
corps. China at War is published by the China Information
Publishing Company in the bomb-ridden capital of Chungking, and
was printed in Hong Kong.

Deceiving a Doctor
The following extraordinary example of misplaced ingenuity is quoted

from an official German publication by the Spanish journal
Medicina Espaiiola (4, p. xii, September, 1941). Two unmarried
German sisters, who were both pregnant, each visited on separate
occasions a German woman doctor after having performed a
profuse vaginal irrigation with hog's blood, assuring the credulous
doctor that they had had a spontaneous abortion which was
followed by persistent haemorrhage. The doctor carried out an
evacuation of the uterus in each case, with the intention of com-
pleting the unverified abortion. A tribunal absolved the doctor
from the charge of criminal abortion, but considered her culpable
in that she had unintentionally performed two abortions without
having taken the precaution to check the patients' stories. How
the deception came to light is not stated.

From G.P. to Medical Official
Dr. ARTHUR E. LARKING writes: The death of Alfred Linnell brings
back old memories of the days when he was a rural practitioner
at Paulerspury, near NorthamptQn, and I was in a similar
practice at Buckingham. We often used to visit each other.
He was a good companion, very sociable, and gifted with
great common sense. He came of. a welf:known yeoman
fWmily, and was very fond of country pursuits. We had been
at Guy's together, where we went through the hospital course
in an uneventful way. He would probably have stayed at Paulers-
pury for the rest of his life had it'not been for the British Medical
Association. When the new constitution came into being, and
especially when the National Insurance Bill was brought in, his
chance came. His colleagues at.once recognized that he was a man
who took sensible points of view and could express them clearly.
He was elected the representative of the Division and attended the
Annual Meetings. Here he became acquainted with prominent
members of the Association, and also with others connected with
the administration of the National Insurance Acts. These soon
recognized his ability and tact, and in due course he became a
Regional Medical Officer. He lived to the age of 80 after some
years of retirement. His career is an example of a man who found
his forte rather late in life, for he was in middle age when he
became a Regional Medical Officer. Another friend of mine had
a similar experience: he rose from being a general practitioner
with a small practice at Yarmouth to be one of the most well-
known men in the profession. I refer to Sir James Smith
Whitaker. When the medical profession was very dissatisfied with
the way its interests were being looked after, when the B.M.A. was'
patronized only by the upper stratum and its activities were con-
fined solely to Annual Mpetings and discussion of purely profes-lb
sional matters and scientific subjects, it became obvious that a
drastic reorganization was necessary or a new body must be started.
Luckily the decision was made to reorganize the B.M.A., and a
meeting was called to consider the matter. All those who attended
were men who had advocated professional union, but before then
no serious attempt had been made to bring it about. The question
was how it should be brought about. Few had any scheme to
put before the meeting. Then the general practitioner from
Yarmouth had his chance. He had a fully worked out scheme in
his pocket, and was at once looked upon as a genius. The scheme
was adopted, Whitaker was made Medical Secretary of the re-
organized B.M.A., and later became a Commissioner in the
National Insurance Government Department. ^ Here is an example
of two men who, owing to their special abilities, rose from being
general practitioners to prominent positions.

Corrigenda
In the letter by Dr. V. Aronson and Mr. A. H. Harvie on " Ether

Convulsions " in the Journal of January 17 (p. 92) the word
" include " was printed instead of " exclude." The sentence
should run: " If we can exclude the varying degrees of toxicity,
the most important common factor would appear to be dehydra-
tion."

The year in which the late Sir Frederic Still read his classical paper
" On a Form of Chronic Joint Disease in Children " before the
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society was 1896, and not 1906 as
stated in " Medical News " of January 24.
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