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Letters, Notes, and Answers
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addressed to THE EDITOR, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, B.M.A.
HOUSE, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.l.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication
are understood to be offered to the British Medical iouirnal alone,
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to be taken of their communications should authenticate them
with their names, not necessarily for publication.

Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the
British Medical Jouirtia! must communicate with the Secretary,
B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs.
Authors over-seas should indicate on MSS. if reprints are
required, as proofs are not sent abroad.

ADVERTISEMENTS.-All communications should be addressed
to the Advertisement Manager (office hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.).
Orders for copies of the Joutrnal and communications with
reference to subscriptions should be addressed to the Secretary,
B.M.A. House.

The TELEPHONE NUMBER of the British Medical Association and
the British Medical Jouirnal is EUSTON 2111.

The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are
EDITOR OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology

Westcent, Lonidont.
SECRETARY, Medisecra Westcent, Lotndon.

The address of the B.M.A. Scottish Office is 7, Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams: Associate, Ediniburgh; tele-
phone 24361 Edinburgh), and of the Office of the Cumann
Doctuiiri na h-Eireann (I.M.A. and B.M.A.), 18, Kildare Street,
Dublin (telegrams: Bacillus, Duiblint; telephone 62550 Dublin.)

QUERIES AND ANSWERS

Effects of Oil Fumes
" A. T." would be very grateful if anyone would let him
know of any disease (? industrial) directly attributable to
the fumes of Diesel engine oil as used in machines of the
cement-mixer type.

Income Tax
Private Use of Car-Depreciationt

" W. P." has a practice in a wide country area. He agreed
with the inspector of taxes to write back one-seventh of
the running expenses of his car, and the inspector now
claims that one-seventh of the depreciation allowance should
also be written back.

*** The real question is what is the correct ratio of pro-
fessional to private use; if it is 6 to I then it is correct to
exclude one-seventh of all costs, including depreciation,
which is a provision for the cost of replacement. But one-
seventh-that is, the ratio of one day a week-seems high
for a practice of this type, and one-tenth would, in our
opinion, usually be regarded' as appropriate. We suggest
that our correspondent sees the inspector with a view to
arranging a compromise on that basis.

Tax Payable by Assistatit
" INQUIRER" refers to the reply to i Senex " in our issue of

June 3, and asks what tax would be payable in similar
circumstances if the gross remuneration were £500. out of
which £52 had to be paid for rooms and £75 for motor-car
upkeep.

*** The £52 is not deductible, as it would not be "incurred
wholly, exclusively, and necessarily in the performance of
the duties," and the gross assessment would therefore be
£500 - (£75 + £ 1) = £424. Tax thereon would be approxi-
mately £3.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

Matrimonial Causes Act, 1937
Dr. T. P. REES (medical superintendent, Warlingham Park

Hospital, Surrey, writes: In a note on page 1156 of the
British Medical Joutrnzal for June 3, under the heading
" Mental Patients' Records in Divorce," after referring to
recent comments of the President of the Probate, Divorce,
and Admiralty Division in a case concerning the Warlingham
Park Mental Hospital, you state that it is the practice of
the Board of Control to place the patient's file at the dis-

posal of the court. This seems to imply that the Warling-
ham Park Mental Hospital authorities have acted differently.
Any such implication would not be justified. 1 have always
followed this practice since the Act was passed, and should
be glad if you would kindly make this correction.

Pitfalls in Chemotherapy
"LAMBDA" writes: The observations of Dr. W. H. Palmer

(Journal, June 10, p. 1203) on two cases in which chemo-
therapy apparently served only to suppress the signs of
spreading infection lose much of their significance by his
failing to state the doses given. It is unfortunately a very
common practice to give such drugs as sulphanilamide or
M & B 693 in inadequate doses only three times a day,
and when this is done results such as he describes are to he
expected: the concentration attained in the tissues only
suffices to diminish the rate of bacterial growth and to prevent
rapid and widespread tissue invasion. Except in urinary
tract infections, which for obvious pharmacological reasons
are amenable to treatment with smaller doses at longer
intervals, any acute infection requiring treatment with these
drugs demands that they be given in adequate doses four-
hourly day anid nighlt; only so can an effective concentra-
tion be maintained continuously in the tissues and bacterial
activity be completely arrested.

Medical Golf
The annual competition of the Manchester District Medical

Golfers' Association was held over the course of the Mere
Golf and Country Club in fine weather on June 7, when
there were 110 competitors. There was a tie for the Chal-
lenge Cup, Dr. E. A. Gerrard (Manchester) and Dr. J.
Padkin (Northenden) each returning a net score of 72. Dr.
J. Padkin won the Walter gold medal for the best gross
score of 72 from scratch. The Walter silver medal for
the member returning the best gross score from amongst
those with handicaps of ten and upwards was won by Dr.
G. Ferguson (Oldham)-gross 87, handicap 10, net 77. Club
prizes for best net score holes 1 to 9 were won by Mr.
Neville Young (Manchester) with 361, and holes 10 to 18
by Dr. R. P. Parker (Royton) with 35.

Infant Feeding
The Ostermilk Handbook describes in detail the composition
and the carefully controlled manufacture of the two
' ostermilk " foods. It goes into the history of infant
feeding with dried milks and gives, for general guidance,
a series of tables indicating the quantities necessary at
different ages and according to whether the infant is being
fed three-hourly or four-hourly. There is a useful section
on " practical considerations in infant feeding," and a series
of charts showing in general terms the normal physical and
mental development of an infant from 1 month to 2-3
years. This booklet has been prepared by the Glaxo
Laboratories, Ltd., of Greenford, Middlesex, and contains
an appendix in which details are given of other Glaxo
preparations.

Pelvic Disproportion: Corrigendum
Dr. NORMAN REECE writes: I regret that owing to absence on

holiday I did not have an opportunity to correct the proofs
of my letter on pelvic disproportion published in the
Joutrnzal of May 27 (p. 1112). A typist's error has destroyed
the sense of paragraphs 3 and 6, the affected parts of which
should read: ". . . I do not think at present that induc-
tion should be performed before this diameter of the foetal
head has reached 3.4 inches-that is, three and a half
weeks prematurity-and it follows that Caesarean section
should be performed if the true conjugate be below 3.4
inches." " (6) Even if the method of trial labour be adhered
to, surely- the selected cases should be submitted to pelvi-
metry and cephalometry to avoid the dreary farce of
hoping that a hard 3.8-inch head will go through a true
conjugate of 3.4 inches. Conceivably it might, but it is
inexcusably unimaginative to allow the attempt."

Correction
Two errors occurred in the notice of Dr. Joseph Marie's

" English, German, French, Italian, and Spanish Medical
Vocabulary and Phrases," published last week at page 1182.
This volume contains 358 pages and the American price is
3 dollars. Messrs. J. and A. Churchill Ltd. inform us
that they will be the English publishers of the work.
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