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On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of its foundation
the Obstetrical and Gynaecological Society of Vienna held a
special. meeting on February 16, when Dr. 1. Fischer read a
paper on the Society's activity during fifty years and Dr. 0.
Frankl a paper on Semmelweis.

Dr. Edith Summerskill has been adopted by the Labour
Party as its candidate for Parliament in the by-election at West
Fulham, caused by the death of Sir Cyril Cobb.
On Wednesday, March 30, Lord Horder will take the chair

at an unusual luncheon, which is being given by the Children's
Minimum Council. The menu will be based on the diet
recommended by the B.MA. Nutrition Committee in 1933 as
the minimum necessary for health and suitable for unemployed
families. The Children's Minimum Council was founded
soon after the report of the Nutrition Committee was pub-
lished, and much of its propaganda has been centred upon it.
It urges that the allowances for the unemployed should be
at least sufficient to cover the food requirements of the B.M.A.
scale, and has worked, with some success, for a more generous
provision of free meals and milk for children and nursing
and expectant mothers in, all families where the expenditure
available for food is below this scale. The luncheon, which
is taking place at the London School of Economics, is intended
to give medical men, Members of Parliament, and leading
sociologists aIx opportunity of sampling the " minimum diet "
for themselves. A limited number of invitations is being
issued. Any doctors who would care to attend the lunch
should apply as soon as possible to the Children's Minimum
Council, 72, Horseferry Road, S.W.l.

Letters, Notes, and Answers
All comnmunications in regard to editor-ial business should be

addressed to THE EDITOR, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, B.M.A.
HOUSE, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.l.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication
are understood to be offered to the British Medical Journal alone,
unless the contrary be stated. Correspondents who wish notice
to be taken of their communications should authenticate them
with their names, not necessarily for publication.

Author s desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the
British Medical Journal must communicate with the Secretary,
B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs.
Authors over-seas should indicate on MSS. if reprints are
required, as proofs are not sent abroad.

All communications with reference to ADVERTISEMENTS should
be addressed to the Advertisement Manager. Orders for copies
of the Jouirnial and communications with reference to subscrip-
tions should be addressed to the Secretary, B.M.A. House,
Tavistock Square, W.C.l.

The TELEPHONE NUMBER of the British Medical Association and
the British Medical Journal is EUSTON 2111.

The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are
EDITOR OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology

Westcenit, Londoni.
SECRETARY, Medisecra Westcent, London.

The address of the B.M.A. Scottish Office is 7, Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams: Associate, Edinburgh; tele-
phone: 24361 Edinburgh), and of the Office of the Irish Free
State Medical Union (I.M.A. and B.M.A.), 18, Kildare Street,
Dublin (telegrams: Bacillus, Dublin; telephone 62550 Dublin).

QUERIES AND ANSWERS

Urticaria
"C. DE G." writes: I would be thankful for advice as to the

treatment of urticaria in a boy of 5. The usual causes have
been inquired into and the usual remedies, dieting, drugs,
change of clothing, etc., tried without avail. The condition
has existed for about a year.

"Geographical Tongue"
"A. P." writes: Can any reader tell me the cause of geo-

graphical tongue and the most effective treatment? I have
had several cases in the past two years, and found no lotion
or mouth-wash of any avail. Apart from being somewhat
alarming to the parents the disease seems to have no serious
effect on the health of the child.

James Yearsley: An Inquiry
Mr. CECIL P. G. WAKELEY writes: I have read with interest

the article in your issue of February 26 on " James Yearsley
and the Metropolitan Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital,"
which I see is in its centenary year. The writer of this
article refers to Ye4rsley as " the originator and proprietor
(though not the editor) of the Medical Circutlar," which
journal was amalgamated with the Medical Press in 1866
to form the present journal, the Medical Press and Circular,
which will achieve its centenary in January, 1939. 1 should
therefore be much interested to know on what the writer
of the article bases the statement that Yearsley both owned
and founded the Medical Circular. The first editor was
George Ross, M.D., but no evidence has so far been dis-
covered, I believe, as to the exact relationship, financial and
otherwise, between Yearsley and Ross; in fact but little is
known of the history of the Medical Circiltar in its early
years and indeed throughout its existence. I would there-
fore be glad if you could publish this letter in case it may
catch the eye of someone who could, for instance, put
either me as editor or the present proprietors of the Medical
Press and Circuilar in touch with the descendants of George
Ross or James Yearsley. George Ross, by the way, was
born at Stonehouse, in Devon, in 1815 and died as medical
officer of health of St. Giles District, London, in 1875. The
Medical Circiular ansd General Medical Advertiser (to give
it its full title), by the way, was not founded till January,
1852-that is, six years after the founding of the Medical
Directory.

*** We have referred this inquiry to our contributor
R. S. S., who writes:
The Dictionarv of Nationial Biography article on James

Yearsley .(1900, 63, 311), which is signed by the familiar
and usually accurate initials " D'A. P.," states that Yearsley
" was the originator and proprietor of the ' Medical Circular'
from 1852 until it was consolidated with the ' Dublin Medical
Press' in January, 1866." J. F. Clarke (of the Lancet), who
was a contemporary of Yearsley, says in his Auitobiographlical
Recollections of the Medical Profession (London, 1874, 376):
" Yearsley was part proprietor of a medical journal which
at that time exerted some influence on the- profession. In
the conduct of this journal he was associated with a gentle'4
man of great ability and one of the most brilliant writers
of the day. [This refers to Dr. George Ross.] . . . That
the Medical Circular did not attain the high position to which
it was entitled from the ability and energy with which it
was conducted was mainly due, I believe, to the really
Quixotic character-or perhaps, to speak more correctly,
the obstinate conduct-of Yearsley." James Yearsley has a
number of descendants living; the most accessible member
of his family is Mr. Macleod Yearsley, the aural surgeon,
of London.

The "Emergency Bag"
The bandage mentioned in Dr. C. C. H. Chavasse's note

(February 26, p. 496), when describing the contents of his
emergency bag, is a " cellona " plaster bandage, manufac-
tured by T. J. Smith and Nephew, Ltd.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

DiFclaimers
Count CASTELLANI OF KISYMAIO, K.C.M.G., M.D., F.R.C.P.,

writes: My attention has been called to certain articles
published in various lay daily papers, after my recent return
from America, some paragraphs of which might be inter-
preted as praising my private professional work. I wish to
state that I strongly object to these notices and that 1 have
had nothing to do with them or, as a matter of fact, any
other notices that have appeared previously. 1 have never
granted any interviews and the articles have been published
absolutely without my knowledge.

Miss CONSTANCE OTTLEY, F.R.C.S., of Hove, wishes to state
that the publicity given in the lay press to her article in the
Journal of March 5 was without her knowledge or consent.

Corrigendum
In a leading article on the function of vitamin C which
appeared in the Journal of March 12 at page 571 reference
was made to " redoxon " as " Merck's ascorbic acid."
Redoxon is a .trade name for ascorbic acid as supplied by-
Roche Products Ltd.

 on 20 M
arch 2024 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.4028.660-a on 19 M
arch 1938. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

