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3JtrttrrS, fotes, ant An2sut5.
All comitiunications in regard to editorial business should be
addressed to She ?EDITOR, British Medical Journal, 8ritish
Medical Association House, Tavlstock Square, Wv.C.1.

ORIGINAL AR'TICLES and LETTEIIS forwarded for publication
are uilderstood to be offered to the Ilritish Mledical Jouralat
alone uniless tlio contrary be stated. Corriespondents who wislh
notice to be taken of their coImmiunications shiould authienticate
tlhenm withl thleir namries, niot necessarily for publication.

Autlhors desiringi REPRINTS of their ar ticles publislhed in tlhe
Birtisih Medi(al Journal mntist conimiuiinicate witli the Finiancial
Secretary and Buisiness Manager, Britislh Medical Association
Houlse, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, oni receipt of proofs.

All corrmmtiuniications witli reference to ADVERTISEMENTS, as wvell
as orders for copies of the Journol, shiould be addressed to the
Financial Sectetary and Business MIanager.

Tlhe T&LEPHON& NUMBtRS of the British Medical Association
and the Blr-tis/h i udiuel Journal are AIUSEUMl 9861, 9862, 9S0J,
antd 986.; (internal exclhange, four linies).

TIlio TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESStS ale:
EDITORt OF THE Bll1'f'lS'H MIEDICAL JOUJINAL, Aitiology

Wcstrcct, Lonidoni.
FINANCIAI, SECItETAXY AND BUSINESS MANAGEIL

(Advertiserneuts, etc.), At-tictt/ate JVcstecent, Lont(lon.
MEDlICA L SECI ETA tY, Al cdise7ra Wcstrent, Londioun.

The addlrless of the IrishI OIrice of the Brilish Medical Association
is 16, Somitlh Frederick Strect, Duiblini (telegramris: BIaciflos
D)ublin; telephione : 62550 l)ublin), aii(l of the ScottishI Ollice,
7, Drilsiseughi Gardens, Edinburgh (telegr amls : As3ocicte,
Vdinbliburlh; teleplhono 24361 Ediuiburglt).

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

FLEA INFL' STATLON.
P1UI.EX." silnce MoVliigf llto ail pxpeiisive mlo(lern flat (oine in a
4i coniverted " group), lias been flea-tortured; skinl irritationl andi(
ilisomi naitLar)econliug abituil. Scrupu)tilotus hygienle, tantise)tic
soaps anl,d lotions, antid insect powd1er are uliavailing. 'Toe fleas
seenit to breed in and it11(le thie floortig, vilich is old, withl
Many (leep craceks. Advice is atskedi regarding propliylaxis atnd
atcttual treatmenlt of tho floors.

TlRATAWNT 01F TACiIYCALDIA.
DR. F. J. ALLEN (C:tmbridge`) writes: Calcium lactatte, 15 grains
per (diemYl, hlas ainiost completely% banished thjis trotuble ini my
case, althouigh it hial existed abotit twenity-eight years. Digitalis
increase(d the tr-oilble; possibly it coilir'mlls tihe hitbit ill somile
cases of so-calile(d " lhinctionial " tachycardi,a atnd reti(lers it
iicuirable. if tisedl at Ill, it sthould be trie(l at first ill very sinallI
loses, alfter giving catlciuLm latctaLte at fatir trial.

INCOME TANX.
Ioss o)l. Subldttii( .1 Ilouse.

11. G. S." took a lease of sonme premises ini 1921 xwith) a view to
enitering ilitO partnlership) xvitli t p)ractitioner itl thie towli. Tile
partnership liegctilitions fell tlhrouiglh, and lie wvas illable to
stiulet the lhouise, exce)t for a smialler renit tliatil lie lias to pay.
He is 1iov ill prtactice elsewhiere; can lie claimi any\ aullowance lor
the al,louotiit or the atiinal loss in renit?'

The loss does niot arise iii the caring onl of hiis present
nractice, and wve see nio grounid( oni whicil lie cani legally claim
any allowance. In a recenit case it lias beets held tlat prolits
fromii lettitig fitifIrtislied property caLninlot be broitgilt itito
taxation excepttnIIder Schledutile A, and the sam'le priticiple wvouild
apply to losses. Scthe(lidle A coixtainis nio provision for gi\villg
relief in stIchl a case as tliis.

T-HE ETrEtNAL COI.D QUESTION.
TIMOCLES " writes froml &istralia : 'T'heie is jtust a chlanice that

11. It.," who complains of great liability to cattchI cold(s (iiriiig
the willter (Jantuttatry 18; li, t). 133,, mayV owe part of lhis trouble Lo
hypersensitiveness to somie (dtust. lFor sonme years I lhave ilnvesti-
gated ati( treated large ntumiibers of patients stnfferiiil fromll
atstihm]a, hlay fever, ad(i vasomotor r iiuitis. lIn imiore tlhani hlLlf of
these I hlawve beeni able to dletect (lefinlite hypersensitiveness to
somile pollen, epitlieliuimii, or diust, antid, as a utile, deseusitizxtiou
haes grettly imliprovedl their symptoms. Blit I htve beei strlick
by the wavty ill wvlhichi mali) voltititeer thie iniforimationi that sinlce
dleselnsitizittiWo thiey hlive beeni free fromti coldls, whlereats mativ
statotl that before treatmenet thie slightest drautight wais a menjace
to thiemii. This imiiprovemcieiit is niot (Ite to stggestioii, becauise I
niever promised anytingliii in this directioii, andl was, in fact,
sirlprisedl to lhear of it. Of coutrse, ill thle case of " H. H." it is
very unlikely thatl it is a factor, btit as lie says lie wotild like to
explore every hopeful atveiiiie, I ofTer it for whiat it is vorthi.
I woL(ll( suggest testing *vitlh lhotise dlust fromi hiis owIi bedroomil,
featthers, lhorse lattir, dlog hiair, cat hair, ortis root, kapoki, linseed,
ittid a fewv likely gratss pollens, especitally timilothiy rye and
planitaiin. It is essenitiail to use goo(d reageiits for tests. Occa.
atonally some piartictilar food seenms to be responsible. If anty of
these give dlehitnite retactionis lie sliolildI rigorouslY avoid thie
substanlce ind(icatedl and(, if nlecessary,. b)e desensxitized1. If lie
fails to react to aniy it *night b)e worthl trying¢ tlil)ercuiili,l if lie
reaCts to Pvir!quet's test wvithl 0(1 tubLercullin. As a laRst resort
I. voiild sugsgest a compllete chailnge of envtironmlent., if ptossibule.
I assumle, of course. that thxe nlose hlas b)eets thJoroughlay exz-
amiieu1l5byn comp)eteut rhiiisolog ist.

TEISTIMONIAI. TO SIRt IRONALD Ross.
W prinIted oni FebruiarY 22nd (p.356)a list of thIoso whosedoonations
bad 1)een receive(d (dturintg November, Decenimher, atid Janiai.v
last in respotnse to the tl))eMil Oil h)elitilf ol tihe Ross Awitr(l 14In11ud
rinite(l in tlio Jlritisllleldical eJotu-rnail of May 11thi, 1929. 14'irtlher

coIitri ibutionis halive beeni recel ved (I unring, 14FehrutrY, MaItrch, anld
April fromti thie Peniantg Gazette Ptress, Ltd. i1654), Llie RlZtiliXl
Ilustittite at Elbuite 5letta, and fro Mlrs.1L . P. eliesoni Lle(ite -
Colonel 1) M'.K rawford, NV. C. Plleiiyv, T. M. Raytie, Liemit.-
Coloimel Temiiple, an(I . R. Wel-ch, amo;niting ini all io £708 6x. 7(1.
T'hte total suiim subl)scribed, vitlm iluterest, vas £13,675 19s. Ild. on
MIa lst. Doniatiots sliotil(l he senit to Lloyds Bankll, Ltd.,
110, Mo ll: Street, PtlitnleY, S.\W.15.

CONFEUENCE ON BIlTir CONTROL.
TilE coniferenice lheld oll April 4t0 to (lisCmiss the givinig of inforullia-

tioii onl birtlh coitrol by pl)tbliC lheltl aiitiorities passe(d the
resoluitioni slubinitted to it (British M11edlical Jontonal, A1mri I 19th,
p. 755) it1ia amieile(n for-mt, Yvicli reads aLs toll. was: " Tuilt tI is
cotiieremice caltls uipon tIle Mlinister ol Healthtiiid punilhlic mealti
auithior ities to recognize the (esiralbility of making avatilable

edlica l iniformaitioni oni riiethiods of birtlh conitrol to niairicl
people Nvlio nee(d it."

IRRADIATED ERGOSTErOL.
DR. F. N. Mioos (Bomtibay), in the couirse of li letter oni tlho ab)ove

suibject, vrites: The niore onte ret(s o vitaiii o) thie niiore onie
is coiviiced of tlie limite(d limowle6dge wve still have of tihis
accecssory foo(d stil)stance." It is premiattiure, tiherefore, to

empiihloy a twiiicit)le of (loui1tfill itility to inm rove a stantiiriri
natiral pr)'olitict sticih ats milk. If wve are to accept Dr. Coward.'s
statemetit that fr-eshi m1ilk conitainis hardly any vitatiiiin D, tlieii
tihe logic of irradiating milk to conicenitrate tihe sanme active
prinicilIe for uise tts aii tttatiraclmitic measiure in inifatnts is nimmsoiiidl.
Apart fronm these considerations, repiorts ont the danigers or
inldiscrimninate uise of highlY concentrated irradiated iii ilk pro-
(diucts caniiot be ov6restiniate(. I(1iosvncrasy 1imdilotilute(ly1' plays
anl imiip)ortaiit part, and it is at vell-knovii fact thialt a cerlatiii type
of itiilttat caiiiiot tolerate codl-liver oil iii aumy formll. Esp)ecialyi
d(uring thlie sutimle'ilrollths toxic amid othler syml)iptomis of gaLstro-
ilntestina\l derangemneit are known to fol low,vain iii mnum qiaiitity
of a vi tlam11)i I)Drodtiit. Every motlher in the tropics knows,
thitdt(14Iriiatitis, eczeimat, iutn(i bIos result fromi tile use of cod-liveA
oil. MIatuifaictirers sli1oild arrange or cleattn, fieslh, aii vlilOIc-
somne foo(i prodiicts, in (qualtlity as nleat aS possible to thlat of
latural foo(d. 'Tle additioii of a therapeutic or p)rophiylac ic
priiiciptle for sp)ecial ciases shlouIld bo left ini the hautui(ls of tle
n1ii(licatt attendanit. To sell a concentraied proiphllactic oi-
thjeratienLic proil iict for general mise is agaiiist tall principles of
dietetics. Wihy lhits thie vitaminii D fatctor long beeii advocateil
alioi1e as a prorilliliactic measuttre ? The ctlcitim-p)hosphlioriisritio as a (ieterniiniii;Jg factor int rickets has been wvell r-ecog-
niized. If th,e public craze goes as far ascnaICillInml-pIOSl)iornI.s
I dare say com1mercial hiouses Nvill sooni arra-tuiie to atijiljst tle
percentagle of calciumni anld phl.osphorus to meet all requireiimenits.

" MIOWMAN IS MADE."
DR. IV H. DTrIPn (Colefor(l) seni(s 1is thje MIS. of a little es.say on.

pih'3siolony tiy a li)oy (of 10, vli cli lle tliilcs iiiay tbe wvortly of a
%vid1er pIdlic. Thte alttrlor lheilds Iiis pap)er, "1 llow iMan is Mlallde,"
mi,,d ililustr,ates it wvitim tliree lively aiiatoinical ildrawvinigs, one of
which we retirodn1ce belov at the appropriate p)h1ce.

; A moan Comilttlils tNvo cYes a MIou1th aii(l tvio eaus, if a Dockter
to feal yotur ulllce lie Nvotul(d catteli lol( of your liaii(l, if lie
%vanted to tell youir touipetrttmmre lie wvolldi ptut it il youllr montht
or iiii(ler yoitr arm-i. Thlere is 1l10011 vesels all over yourl lhulgs
amid rigllt at tile hack is the back bonme, anil there arve boies riglht
frollm vomit hmick bonie to tte fronit they are calkel Ril)s. zomuie
tilne yotur lhtart mioves so it cani moove every wvlmere but othier timiie
it stays at tlhe samiie place anid goes tup and dowvn. A hlatrt is lilkc
thlis;

Ill yotr lihioiu votu lhave paws to let the swet ollt of yonir )odey,
it is best tiemi to have a barthi, it is very bad for yoti if all yotir
paws arte filled up, yoti wvotil(d imiostly be dead afteri a bit."

LETTERS, NOTES. ETC.

TREATME1E.NT OF M[AMMAI}Y CARCINOMIA BY RADIATIUN.
Corr cctio,..

Sin (T. LENTIATA CHTEATLEI points out anll important error in lui;
article oni this snibject p)ublislhed it) Onir issue of Mlay 3rd. rTj1e
sixthi litie of tlhe secoiI(i cotillln of pagife 810 shtouil( re-.a(I:
' is 0.5 mlm. of platinum " ; niot, as prinited, " is 5 mmin. of
,)!tLtillim."

VACANCIES.
NOTIFICATIONS of offices vacant in universities, miiedical colleges,

and( of vacanit residetnt and othler appointments at lhosn)itals,
will be found at paves 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 52, an(l 53 of our
advertisement colnimns, anid adlvertisements as to lartiierslips,
assistantships, aiid locumtenencies at pages 50 and(l 51.
A short summary of vncant pobs notified il tLe advertisement

columnus appears in the Sutpplemantlat page 219.
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