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6oine few months ago I was casually asked to see a case by
midwife, on the fifth day, owing to a slight rise of temperature
jlQl'). I was infQrmed that the patient had influenza (of which
thbre was, a case in the hQuse) and required no esamination, but
just the proverbial "bottle of doctor's medicine." The midwife
stated that the placenta was perfect and th6 confiuement quite
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normal. Theree I agreed, but the next day the temperature
rose to 106.80, and I removed with my fiogers a Viee of putrid
placenta as large as my had-the ture then falling to
normal (seechart). The woman died on th seventeeth day with
secondary absoemes and sepsis. I fee sure that could I have
removed this souxe and eM of infetion early the woman would
have lived.

I have seen this kind of ease so often, and, as a rie, the
ra,rked recovery aer evacuation and t g leasing of
thje uterus is astoundiing. Every practitioner knows this to
be so, especially in incplete a As sthdents we
were shown a tempe e hart as an eample of a fal by
orisis in sapraa whr aied placetahad been removed.
Probably Professor Watson has forgotten this char* My ease
shows the Sae thINg

Professor Watso dipmrds the old a of
aprae' aM"timnia M Ker sttes
tl*ey do e4 i y a two diinct forvmia-4e one coudi-
tio.u being eary and du to rntaineI jroduted, whilst the other
ocqura later 1a wbe the t'r becotm e e&ai . He
a,o state th.Ampnoapytie arigass lower ad e-e I
resistance and permit Ryogenie orgaans tomolam2
gain entranc to the uteine tisnes. He advie tereoval
of.d4hri adrrepeated in e dOuee(Fairbirn, p. 59.
Baoteriologicy oraQq ic tisue aid -th growth of same
orgausuis-for ixstae, testis for spiroehaete. Why should
not -plaoetl tiwue act in, the same way, helpig to form &
septic factory ?
(p of toy 0ows reoently ealve3, appeared tobe very i and

nmyman inifomed me tLat sbe had not'"elened" properly.
Therefore I encouraged him to try and clear -he, which he
did, wit a lisp of istrw and a cleaning donceb -The irame-
diate recovery of the cow foHlowed. I do not understand why
a portion of the after-birth so cte gets itaped' rianm and
beast aie.

I -quite agree that to serape the whoe of the uts out
with a sharp curette is wrong, and opens vp freh surfaces
for infeotion. But -as a rle ooe's'fingers and a gauze swab
are sufficient, alitough a soft blunt flushing eorette, a warmn
douhlie, or an application of iodized phenol will help in
cleansing and pifying the re and cultre bed f- the
bacteriaemia. Professor Watso dos not agreo, and staitt
that retained placenta does not predispose to ia fc-
tion. But I think no woman can be well wi a potion Oi
decomposing placenta inside the uterus, and will ofte din
if left alone. Small bits of membrane do not matter, but
placental tissue, should always be extracted at once. If
retained placenta is left it will provide plenty of work for
gynaecologists later on.

I must apologize for writing contrary to the teaching of
such an eminent authority; b4t most practitioners have their
own views and practical methods for treating such cases, and
Professor Watson invites discussion.-I am, etc.,
Lowestof 1. April 4th. DIuDLEY V. BOSWELL, M.D., D.P.H.

CONGENITAL HYPERTROPHY OF THE PYLORUS.
SIR,- After reading Dr. Still's paper publiedin, your

columns on April 7th itqeeins wo4h wkila~toe.xordl atr-
history of the case whichlI reported in tlle Lance,January
10th; 1903. This was, I believe, the first case ever recorded

as having recovered with simple feeding alone, witlhout
operation or lavage.

It was an absolutely typical case fulfilling all the diagnostic
requirements. T,he patient is now an Oxford undergraduate;
he has just taken second-class honours in Mods., and rows hi
the Torpids. He never suffers from indigestion in any way,
and is well grown, strong, and healthy.-I am, etc.,
Shrewsbury, April 18th. H. WILLOUGHBY GARDNEP.

PHTHISIS: COMPLETE AND PERMANENT
RECOVERY.

SIR,-Fifty years ago this month Dr. Andrew, of St.
Bartholomew's Hospital, told me I had phtlisis, both lungs
were affected, and I must leave the hospital at once, and on
his certificate the College allowed the session.

I went to the conutry, got well, returned to Bart's in
October, but relapsed at the end of the session. Intending to
wiltea at Davos I went to Paris, attended the H6tel-Denu,
and determined to observe carefully the conditions under
which I wa wor or better, to avoid or counteraCt thO
former and live under the latter. By this means I got well
in I 6-chest girth increased nearly five inChes and vital
capacity over en6cubic inches-and have remained well.

Thbe in i on was continued, and I laid the results
before the British Association in 1886-87, and I demonstrated
the praeticabilt of the work in 1890-1915 by giving th1.
measurements of 100 case of cheat and lung development,
and the results of sci c treatnt i 100 cases of phthiis s
-complete recovery in early cases, recoveries and arrests in
cases more advanced, and great relief and some temporary
arrest for months or years in case still further advanced.
Tis e*peiioe j qu ,I the hbisory of phthisis, anl

I vnture t* think it li placed on reord.-I A,m,_etc.,
Ltnon. S.W. GODPRErY W; H aTON, LK.Q.CP.L

TH TRAINING OF NURSES IN SMALLER AND
COTTAGE HOSPITALS.

Srn,-.^..WieLhreIce to Dr. Plemn*s lefter (Apri 21st,
p. 699) tVe. committee df our mail hospiTL condered the
r of the General Nursing ,Couuci for training
unstifactory, and in coneence some mopnhs ago made
a reasoned statement to the Ministry of Health upon tho
subleet. --But that infant prodigy, the General Narsing
Council, appears to'bare been born with a swollen head
and also to suffer from defects of hearing aiid of, vsion.
-I am,
St. AIbass. April 23rd. SIDNEY CLARKE.

"HICCUP.,,
SiR,-The note in the BRITISH MRINCAL JOU]tYAL of

April- 7th (p. 63) on epidemic hiccup -surprise me much.
During a.U the years I have been in general practice I have
had several cass of intracable, h'wcup aad I am firmly of the
opinion that the diapiragmatic spasm i1 due to houmatism;
for. many years I have never failed in curing the most
obsinate case within a. vexy short. time y exhibiting a few
doses of autirheumatic medicne such as 15-grain, &es of
sodium salicylate without the addition cf anysedaive. I
have never had a case of ephalitis letagic., but firmly
believe that it has the same eiolgy and would respond to
intensive autirheumatie treamentt Of courMsas stated in
your artide&morphiue prepartions will relieve any spasms,
iatbwtr is gre sasfadtion in relieving symptoms by

tr g the disease ng them-I am, etc.,
MAaobsl, Aui &12ad. MAriN 3. CmwvRS.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
InE following candidates have nw aatisAed the exainers in
both parts of the examination for the Diploma In Public Health-:
D. Pasu, L. S. Chatterii. tA. J. Copeland. N. D. Duaseombe. lizabeth J.

Findlay, A. T. Gilletoe., C. H. GunasekaOr, fJ.-C. L. Hingston,
.*S. Hwat, -osence S-. Kirk.- Hilda Is.,ai4)aw. F. LoboM -Farbar5
R. A. Morton. L. K B]4Yy 4np3abella A.. RoW, Moryba Et ell.
Beatrue M. Sellar, Y. Sen AnRTh. Somerfora

* Dlistiguishedin tWe prineiples of Hygiene.
A.listinguiahod in the appliction of Ssnfitatrr Senee.

Th-e followring candidates have satisfied the examinereN for We
Diploma in Medical-Radiology and ElectroJogy:
Part I (Physics and Electrotechnics): .M A. Aftl, N.M. Bods. J. E.

BowtB. L.W. Clarkg L. R. G. delalnvillo.M.Erizell, N. Grellier.
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