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AT the meeting of the London County Council on April 4th
Dr. Edward Mapother, deputy medical superintendent of the
Long Grove Mental Hospital, was appointedl medical super-
intendent of the Maudsley Hospital. Each candidate for the
post was informed that the appointment would b1 held sub-
ject to the pleasure of the Council, which would be exercised
at the expiration of six years at latest. The salary is to be
-£900 a year, on a pre-war basis, and the approved ternporary
additions bring the amount up to £1,200 a year. It is under-
stood that the supet-intendent is to bo permitted to practise
as a consultant so far as this is consistent with his duties at
the hospital. In the selection of the candidate two eminent
psychologists, nominated by the University of London, gave
the Asylums Committee the benefit of their viewvs.
THE North-East London Post-Gradtuate College will hold a

special intensive course at the Prince of Wales's General
Hospital, Tottenham, N.15, from Monday, May 15th, to Satur-
day, May 27th, inclusive. It will include denlolnstrations, in
'the mornings, of clinical and laboratory methods, grouips
.of illustrative cases, etc., and on Satur(lay mornings practical
.demonstrations in associated hospitals. The afternoons will
be devoted to general hospital worli witlh cliniics in the various
departments, ivhiCli will be followedl each afternoon by a
clinical lecture dealing more especially with the treatment of
disease. .The first of the series of clinical lectures will be
given by Sir Thomas Horder, M.D., on " Some clinical types
of arthritis and their treatment." Lunclheon will be obtain-
able in the neighbourhood of the hospital, and tea will be
provided each day. It is expected that the syllabus will be
available before Easter.
THE membership of thle Tuberculosis- Society of Scotlan(d is

now nearly 70; the President- for tlhe current session is Pro-
fessor Sir Robert Philip, P.R.C.P.ldin., the honorary secre-
taries are Dr. WV. Leslie Lyall and Dr. Ian Struthers Stewart,
the lionorary treasurer is Dr. Macrae Taylor, and the Editor
of thie Traizsaction,8 Dr. A. Fergus He-wat.- The Society holds
regular meetiDigs for discussion ; the next wvill talke place on
Fridlav, April 28th, at 4 p.m., in the Newv University Buildings,
Ediniburgh.
THE hiouse aUd library of tlhe Royal Society of Medicine,

1, Wimpole Street, AV.1,- vill be closed from Thursday,
April 13tlh, to Tuesday, April 18th, both days inclusive.

As, oicing to puiitinig diffic t(ties, the JOURNAL 71utst be sent to press
earlier thani hitherto, it is essential that coniiiuinications initetnded
lor the currenit issite shouil(l be received by the Jirst post onl
Tuesday, and1l lentgthy docunicnts ont Montday.

OIRIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwvardled for putblicationt areundeTerstcooI to be offeredl to t7te BIITISH MEDICAL JOURtNAL aton7e
vnles8s the contrary bestated.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to he tak;en of their comniiunica-
tions slhould authenticate them with their names-of course not
necessarily for publication.

AUTHOns desiring reprints of their articles published in the JIRlTISF
MEDICAL JOURNAL are rcquested to colsmtnunicate with the Office,
429, Strand, W.C.2, on receipt of proof.

IN order to avoid delay, it is lparticularly requiested that ALL letters on
the editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of tIle JOURNAL.

TiE l)ostal address -of the BRITISH MlEDICAL ASSOCIATION and BRITISH
MJEDICAL JOUIRNAL is 429, Strand. London, WV.C.2. The telegraphic
addresses are:

1. EDITOR of the BRITISH' MEDICAL JOURNAL, AitiolovY,WVestrantd. LondToit; telephone, 2630, Gerrard.
2. FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER(Advertisements, etc.), Articutlate. Westrand. Londons; telephlone,

2630, GerrrTd.
3. MEDICAL SECRETARY, Medisecra, Westrand. London ; tele-phione, 2630, Gerrard. 'T'lhe address of tlhe Il-ish Office, of the British

Medical Association is 16, South Fredericlk Street, Dublin (telegramss:Bacilluts, Dutblin;* telephlone, 4737. Dublin), and of the Scottish Office,6. Ruttland Squiare, Edinburgh (telegrams: Associate, Edinburgh;teleph6uae, 4361, Central).

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

INCOME1 TAX.
P. S." has ceased to use his ow%n car and is hiring fromii a job-
master as occasion requires. Has be any claim in respect of the
loss incturred in conliexioni with the former purclase of Iiis now
useless car ?
* No. A claim to depreciation cannot be made in connexion

withi an assessment of professional as distinct from trade profits;
he is entitled to the cost of replacement only, and in thie circum-
stances there was no such ouflay. The point was raised before
the Roval Commission on Income Tax, and that bodv recom-
mended that this distinction should Le abolished, buit that lhas
not yet been effected. Witlh regard to the purclased pren- ses,
"P.-S." can dceduct in lieu of, the rent the amount on whiclhhe
is aszessed to Propertv Tax--that is, Iucome Tax. Schl. A.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

SLIPPING RIB.
DR. EDGAR F. CYRIAX (London, W.1) writes withl reference to Mr.

PR. Davies-Colley's communication on slipping rib (March
18tlh, p. 432), to point out that this conditiotn of the rib has been
describedt by him in the Practitioner for Junte, 1919, and also that
Stiller (Di' asthenische Konstitnttionskrankheit, 1907) essayed
under thi-s title to establish a clinical entitty onie of whose most
constant symiptoms was looseness of the tenltlh rib.

COUE AND DUBOIS.
DR. N. W. MARKWELL (London) writes: MI. Cou6 lhas recently
been credited wvith bringing forwvard a new principle iti con-
nexion vith hiis so-calle.d "Law of Reversal of Effort." The
name and explanationi of the mechainism inivolved are eiew, but
the dlescription and the use of the mechanism -are not. Professor
Paul Dnbois (The P,s!yehic Treatntent of Nerron.s Disorders, Enghsh
translation bv Jelliffe aid White, 1907) enunciated the mechanism
clearly enough for others to. grasp it and to use it in practice.
It is a main feature in lis perstuasive method. . . The wlhole
book expoLounds this mechanism. For exanmple ' p. 155) he states:
"If we can, by A ll ealthy philosoplh v of life anid by moral hygiene
suppress this toxic elemnent of emotion we shall rid the greatest
physical and( intellectual fatilue of its harmful influence." In
this atndl other passages Dubois points out unequivocally that
a funidamenital psyclhological principle whliclh is of thie greatest
utility in practice (loes exist. One miiay not agiree witlh Dtibois's
psyclhology and imietaplhysics, nievertheless we are in his debt, and
inot in tlhe debt of M. Cou6. For some years I have been in the
habit of desionating the mechlanism "The Positive IReaction."

AESCULAPIUS AND CONSUIMPTION.
MR. MORLELY ROBERTS (London) writes: Doubtless most physicians

hiave read Sir T'ohonas Browne's IReligio lledici; and it is possible
tliatsome may eveni hiave looked inito his essay eltitled On Dreants-
but I hiave never seeii anv comment on the passage in the latter
l)iece whiclh runs: "And a man miglht be hard put to it to inter-
pret the language of Aesculapius, when, to a consumptive persorn,
lie lheld forth his fingers, implyim, tlhereby that his cure lay in
(lates, from the homoniymy of the Greelk, which signifies dates
an( finigers."' Asour learnedautlor does not quote his authority,
it is har(d to say whlere this comiies from, but it seems capable of
ani interesting initerpretation. As Hippocrates was of the family
of the Asclepiadae, oiie of whose chief seats was Cos, this saying
nma possibly be fouiid( in hiis works or the psgeudo-Hippocratic.
writinigs. Perhaps some studenit of Hippocrates can tell me if
this is so. It seems to m-e that this cryptic sayilig in.ay be
regarded as sountld adlvice. Suppose that the physician's coin-
ment wvas, " By this I do not mean dried dates hut fresh ones.
Go wliere you can get them daily. I suggest Egypt as the
handiest place wlhere the (late tree flourishes." If my suggestion
is correct onie may infer that modern -doctors, when thiev recom-
m-en(d the (dry, pure des3ert air, are btut following, without
klnowing it, the advice of some unknown Greek colleague, unless
Brownie really m-eanlt Ilippocrates when he wrote of the mythical
Aesculapius.

FIRST AID TO THE INJURED.
SQUADiRON LEADER W. Rous KEMP, R.A.F.M.S., writes t6 call

attentioni to the fact tlhat the present edition of the St. John
Ambulance Association's liist Aidl to the h1jnred, which has
been rewritteni b .Dr. R. Bruce, was originally compiled by thie
late £Surgeon-MNajor Peter Sheppardl, R.A.M.C., who was kiilled at
the B3attle of Isandula, Zalulan(d, in 1879. Our correspondenit
considers that this small voluLme, whicli has been the origin and
foulndaU.ioin of all first aid work, ought still to retain, as a
lasting memorial to him, the original author's name, which, lie
says, used to appear in tlhe earlier editionis.

VACANCIES.
NOTIFICATIONS of offlces vacant in universities, medical colleges,

anid of vacant residenit and otlher appointments at hospitals,
will be found at pages 32, 33, 36, 37, 38, and 39 of our advertise-
ment columns, and adverfisements as to partnerships, assistant-
ships, and locumtenencies at pages 34 and 35.

THE following appointments of certifying factory sturgeons are
vacant: Brynmawr (Breconl), Carlisle (Cumberland).

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THEX
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

R ..d
Six lines and under ... 0. .' . O 9 f
Each additional line - ... ... ... 0 1 6
Whole single column (three columns to page) 7 10 0
Half single column ... , ... ,,, 3 15 0
Half page... ... ... ... ... .. 10 0 0
'Vhole page ... ... ... .,. .,, 20' 0 0

An average line contains six words.
All remittances by Post Office Orders must be made payable to

the British Medical Association at the General Post Office, London.
No responsibility will be accepted for any such remittance not so
safeguarded.
Adv-ertisements shoulld be' delivered, addressed to the MWanager. 429,

Strand, London, not later than the first post on Tulesday morning
preceding publication, and, if not paid for at the time, should be
accom3panied by a reference.
NOTE-It is qgainst the rules of the Post Offce to receiFe po*t*

?-e-tcat,e letters addressed either In initials or numbers.
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