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Fetters, Notes, and Ansluers.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication are

[TAN. 25, 1919

demobilization? It would be a great waste to scrap these
useful vehicles when they might be of much use in the
future to obviate the difficulties mentioned.

THE TREATMENT OF ACUTE PNEUMONIA.,

understood to be offered to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURrNAL alone Dr. F. TRESILIAN (Enfield) writes : The recent influenzal

unless the contrary be stated.

( ORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communica-
tions should authenticate them with their names—of course pot
necessarily for publication.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of theirarticles published in the BriTisn
MEDICAYL, JOURNAL are requested to communicate with the Otlice,
429, Strand, W.(C.2, on receipt of proof.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that ATL letters
on the editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Liditor
at the Office of the JOURNAL.

The postal address of the BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION and
BRI1TISH MEDICAL JOURNAL is 429, Strand. London, W.C.2; The
telegraphic addresses ave:

1. EDITOR of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology,
Westrand, London ; telephone, 2631, Gerrard.

2. FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUBINESS MANAGER
(Advertisements, etc.), drticulate, Westrand, London; telephone,
2630, Gerraxd.

3. MEDICAT: SECRETARY, Medisecra, Westrand, London;
telephone, 3634, Gerrard. 'The address of the Irish Office of the
British Medical Association is 16, Sonth Frederick Street, Dublin.

The address of the Cemtral Medical War Committee for England
and Wales is 429, Strand, London, W.C.2; that of the Reference
Committee of the Royal Colleges in Ioondon is the Examination
Hall, 8, Queen Square, Bloemsbury, W.C.1; and that of the Scottish
Medical Service Emergency Committee is Royal College of
Physicianps, EKdinburgh.

QUERIES AND ANSWERS,

INCOME TAX.

Scort inquires as to the method of adjustment of his assessment
for 1918-19 in view of the fact that he sold his connexion and
retired as from October 1st last.

** “Scot’ ceases to be liable to tax on his earnings asfrom
October 1st, even though some accounts may be paid to him
after that date—that is, he is liable for the first balf of the
financial year only. This does not mean that his correct
liability is necessarily one half of the tax for the year, because
his retirement wounld presnmably reduce his total income for
the year, and thereby might entitle him to a loweér rate
of income tax. He is adopting the correct course in inform-
ing the local surveyor of taxes of the facts, and the usual
practice in such cases is, we understand, for the surveyor
to compute the liability of the vendor of the practice for the
first portion of the year and of the purchaser for the second
portion, and arrange for the collector to apply to each person
for his share of tax which is credited against the single
assessment on the practice profits. We suggest that our
correspondent might write to the surveyor again, and in the

epidemic, which is now coming to & close, has given us fresh
opportunities for seeing and treating acute pneumonia. [have
tried various lines of treatment suggested at various times.
The brunt of the epidemic in this district fell on the workers
in factories and munitions, and on maid servants—that is,
almost entirely on what one may call patients of the club
and panel type. Owing to want of proper care and nursing,
bad ventilation, dirty surroundings, and such contributory
causes, most of the deaths were in the poorer class of houses;
as one mounted upwards to better types of rooms, food, and
nursing, one found & corresponding number of cases got well.
A very great difficulty was to ebtain any proper supply of
suitable food, such as beef-tea, eggs, and milk and je!lies.
There were about eight deaths in my practice; two were in
tuberculous persons with cavities of old standing, one was in
a man discharged from the army for mitral and aortic
valvular disease, but the compensation had been good, and he
worked in a factory up to the day of his illness. All three of
these cases died quickly. One death was in & child aged 2%,
from empyema; the lung never expanded, though the
pleural cavity drained thoroughly. One was in a man
aged 80, with old mitral disease and failing ventricle.

I tried the much vaunted iodide and creosote mixture in two
cases; they both died. Itwas commencedwhen the condition
was diagnosed. Calcium chloride was tried in three cases,
and they got better, but the best results I obtained were from
a mixture of quinine and strychnine with syrup of orange or
peppermint water. In two cases I added caleium chioride to
this mixture. I think the combination of strychnine and
quinine is the most trustworthy treatiment of the present
influenzal pneumonia, which is undoubtedly a mixed infec-
tion. In two cases I used pneumococcus serum (Wright).
They both recovered. One was & creeping pneumonia of the
right Jung,secondary to a basal axillary focus in the left lung.
The temperature kept up owing to the extension Irom one
lobe to another for about sixteen days. During that time I
gave four injections of serum, each being followed by a fall
of temperature and corresponding improvement. I have
only seen two cases of influenza develop pmeamonia while
they were in bed. They were both of a mild type, and did
well. There are two distinct types: the sthenic or wild type,
and the asthenic or quiet type. In the former morphine or
opium are very useful. The quieting effect they produce is
very satisfactory. Many years ago, when I was an assistant
in Yorkshire, I found that the medical men there treated
nearly all their cases of pnenmonia with opium (gr. j, three
or four times & day). But that was in pre-influenzal days.
Ten grains of Dover’s powder is still the most useful of all
hypnotics in acute pneumonisa, or gr. § of morphine.

PELVIC MEASUREMENT.

event of his again making no reply—which from our general | Mgr. WirLLiaM R. MACKENZIE (Assistant Surgeon Samaritan

experience would seem an unlikely contingency—an applica-
tion for an adjustment of the assessment might perhaps be
made divect to the Commissioners of Inland Revenue at
Somerset House.
PuzzLED inquires as to liability to income tax in connexion
with the sale of a house.
+.* If the sale of the nouse is an isolated transaction, and
the house was not bought with the inteution of reselling, no
liability to incomie tax attaches. If, on the other hand, a
“profit’’ is realized, and the whole transaction was of the
nature of & specwlation made in the hope of profit, then our
correspondent is apparentiy liable to income tax. Any
expenditure on improvements would be legitimately deducted
in calculating the profit on the selling price, as it presumably

Hospital, Belfast) writes : In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of January 18th Mr. A. W. Bonrne, F.R.C.S., in his intervest-
ing article on ¢ Pelvic measurement in ante-natal clinics,”
states: ‘“If measurement of the pelvis were a certain means
of knowing the size of the brim, the examination and its
judgement would present little difficulty, but unfortunately
in the slighter degrees of contraction the measurements often
give no true information,” etc. May I refer him to “Remarks
on roentgenographic pelvimetry,” published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL, June lst, 1918, by which he will see that,
having experienced the same difficalty with regard to un-
certain measurements, I devised a method of pelvimetry
which makes it possible not only to see the existence and
extent of the pelvic contraction, both of the inlet and outlet,
but also to measure its degree accurately, at the same time
causing much less inconvenience to the doctor and patient ?

is, by the carrying out the improvements. In the instances LICENTIATES. .
mentioned the liabilities are—A nil, B nil, C £50. Dr. J. C. MCWALTER writes from Alexandrig _to express the
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opinion that licentiates of the Colieges of Physicians and
Surgeons should be given a voice in the management of
college affairs. Any person holding & degree in a university
has, he says, a share in its functions.

THE precess of demobilization is affecting members of the

medical profession eugaged in all types of practice; thus SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE

Major-General Unthbert Wallace, C.B., C.M.G., surgeon to
St. Thomas’s Hospital, aud Colonel Maynard Smith, C.B,
surgeon to St. Mary’s Hospital, having relinquished their
appointments as consulling surgeons with the British armies
in #rance, and Sir Nestor Tivard, physician to King’s College
Hospital, who has retired from the command of the
4th London General Hospital, have returned to civil practice.

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,

8. d.
Seven lines and under . . 060
Fach additional line . 009
Whole single column . .. 4090
Whocle page ... . . .. 12 00

An average line contauins six werds,
All remittances by Post Office Orders must be made payable to

TRANSPORT OF PATIENTS: DISINFECTION. the British Medical Association at the Geweral Post Office, London,
Dr. J. Lwis THoMAs (Tubereunlosis Institute, Newport, Mon.) | No responsibility will be accepted for any such remittance not so
writes: Apy one who has practised in a rural district hag | safeguarded.

frequent!y reen met by the difficnlty of getting acute cases

Advertisements should be delivered, adidressed to the Manager,

- ! i : 429,Strand, Londen, not fater than the first posten Wednesday morning
ggﬁ;f%g& et&itg;e ;;:g‘el?;fl hﬁiﬁgﬁ;@ﬁ?ﬁiﬁ? ¢ %i(:zg.'ﬂl&?:qu preceding publicatien, and, if not paid fer at the time, should be

i§ not be possible to make use of the ambulance cars and

accompanied by a reference.

Note.—It is aghinkt the rules of the Post Office to receive vosts

disinfecting lorries which will shortly Le available after | yesiante letiers addressed either in initiais or nambers

uBLAdo Aq pa1oajold 1sanb Ag 1720z [udy 6 UO /wod g mmmy/:dny woly papeojumod "6T6T Arenuer Gz uo 8TT0£0E T WA/9ETT 0T Se paysiand 1s1y ¢ Pan Ig


http://www.bmj.com/

