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allusioni to growtlh froimi witliin is an allusion to the
unlconscious. Does, tlhen, an endogenous tree grow otut of
tlhe unconscious ? He says that to insist that " tlhese
misguided folk" (his own description of the psyclho-
analysts) "whlo troop'witlh indefatigable enthusiasmn after
tlle Will-o'-the-wisp of the 'unconscious,' are in reality
lascivious scoundrels and sexual perverts, is a mode of
intellectual criticism wljich," etc. I dare say it is; but
as I lhave not insisted on any suchI tlling, Dr. Glover's
intellectual. criticisim does not touclh me. Whlat I have
said is tlhat, thouglh thje doctrine of universal saturation
witlh sexuality is not generally -true, there is a certain
basis of trutlh in it in a few scaUtiLed cases. If Dr. Glover
deniies tlhis, I am quite willing to retract, and to admiiit
tlhat tlhere is not tle sliglhtest basis of trtuth in the doctrine
in any case whatever..

" Psyclho-analyst" does not scem proud of hiis creed, for
lie conceals hiis name. He asserts, as hias been asserted
betore, that psychio ainalysis coIntaitis imuch that lhas no
connexion witlh sexual ideas; anld 1 ask, as I lhave asked
before, wlhy, if this is so, we n1ever hlear of anything but the
sexual ideas? 'lThe quiestioni will be leit uu.-aisvered now,
as it lhas been left unaniswered before. Whiy, if the coIn-
nexion is not constant, dot s Dr. Jung say of a case wlhichi
seems as remote as possible from sexuality, " I will now
slhow you how . . . this dreamn may be translated so that
it lias a sexual meaning" ? Wlhetlher I can see or even con-
ceive of any other aspect of the problem is beside the
point. The point is that no othier than the sexual aspect
has ever been brought -forward. Thie rest of "Psychio-
anJlyst's " letter needs no answer. If tlis is the best defence
tiley can make, thleir case is as contetuptible as I liave
asserted.

'-F4eet Surgeon Beadnell opens up a new suibject. The
stupidities and thle imn-osture of.-wha hie calls nmediumiiisin
aid spiritualism lhave been exposed over and over again;
and after eaclh exposure the imposture is scotchled for a
titme; but it always rears its lhead again, and finds a newv
crop of fools elationring to6 be deceived. It will never be
killed until 1the supply of fools. 8eases; but if Fleet Surgeon
B,eadnell-needs powider and shlot to demolisil any paarticular
case thiat lhe lhas in his eye, nm&y LwitlioutAimpropriety
rteer hiim to -thie clia )ter on Belief, anid the chapter on
Errors in Attributing Causes, in a little book of mliine on
LCausation, just pubiished by Mlessrs. Lougiua-ils? There
lie will find psycho-analysis also faitlhfully (eait witlh.

Fitially, may I say th-at a second severe attack of
indueniza withinl a fortnight lhas left mny correspondenice in
sad arrear, and that I wislh to ackliowvle(dge lhem3e the many
letters I lhave received from tiri-nds, acquaintances, and
strangers, approving iy article on psycho analysis, and
thianking me for it'? There lhas niot beenl one, not eveii ani
anionylious onie, of abuise or disapproval. tIoNv (lifterent
from the days of the suffragette controversy I-1 amn, etc.,
Parkgtone, Dorset, Jan 20th. CHAS. A. MERCIER.

Posiscr'ipt.-Tlhe Edlitor has kindly allowed me to see a
proof of Dr. Cole's letter. Dr. Cole says 'tlat psychlo-
analysis, as lie understands it, is not a bo(dv of doctrine,
but an investigation, and that Freud and Jung profess
to base tlheir doctrines on1 tlleir results. If this is
what Dr. Cole understatnds by psycho-analysis, he does niot
undferstand it ariglht. It conisists of several mi-odes of
investigation, founded, niot oni their results-it is evident
that a mode of inves gation must Iprecede aniy results
accruing froin it, anid cannot be founded on tllem-but on
certain assumptions, which the psyclho-analysts teacll, and
whlich are therrefore their doctrines. Tlhese doctrines are
not founded upon results. They are pure assumptions.
I lhave detuanded again and again for years past to be
told on wlhat foundationis they rest, and I have had no
answer. I amn entitled to say, thjerefore. thiat they have no
foundation. I have lheaped nio abuse upon thjese doctrinies.
I- have described tlhenii, anid examined tlhem, atnd tlle
accuracy of my desc-iption has niot been impuigned in any
particular, nor is it impugned in any particular by lDr.
Cole. It must therefore be taken to be accurate. The
only expression in miiy article tlhat can by any sttetclilua
of thne use of words be termed abus;ive is that in 1vli I
comupare thje psychlo-aallaysst to thle mnan withl thle mucke-
rake, It is difficult to see whyv thlose whlo hlold such
doctrines and pursule such1 methJods shlould object to the
comxparison. For my part, 1 wvouldk rather ble calledl a
man with a mluck-rake than a -psychlo-anlalyst. *1he mnan

with the muck.rale rakes up the muck, but he dloes not
increase it, nor does leo wallow in it. Lastly, if I lhavo
left psyclho anialysis unassailed, wlat has Dr. Cole to
complain of? Whlat is hiis grievance? If it is unassailed,
it is secure and triumphant, until it falls to pieces of its
own rottenness.
January 23rd. C. A. M.

We cannot contin-ue this corrcspondcnce.

THE PSYCHO-PA.THOLOGY OF MEDIUMISM AND
SfIRIUTUALI SM.

SIR,-Fleet Surgeon C. Marsl Beadnell coimiplaius thiat
}no psyclologgist lhas investLigated oceuit phenomena. A
very emlinenit ltalialn one, Cesare Lonibroso, l:as donie so.
Permtit miie to recommllend to himn lhis book, Ajter Death-
TV/taht? (T. Fishier Unwvin, Adeiphli Terrace).-1 aiii, etc.,
Rotherbamn, Jan. 22ncl. GILBEiT E. MOULD.

THE DIAGNOSTIC YALUE OF TIHE COLLOIDAL
GOLD 1(h'ACTION.

Sn',-Vitlh reference to the article on tlhis subject in
your issue of Decemiiber 30thi, 1916, pp. 909 anId 910, a few
notes on the subject fronm our own laboratory experimient
book milay perlaps be of interest.
Some six to eiglht moniths ago the Lanige gold sol reaction

was explaitned to the writer by the comman(inig otfeer of a
well-Iinown Londloni military hospital, wiho also kinidly stnpplie(
a number of normal and syphilitic serums for ultra-microscopic
examinationi. Briefly, to the studenit of colloidlal cheiristry,
serum may be regjarded as a salinie colloi(dal solution of
insoluble protein protected to a greater or less extenit bv
soluble protein (various aliphatic amino-acidls. The total
amo-unt of solid matter in syphilitic appeare(l slighitly higlher
thati in nlormal serum, but unidoubtedly the proportiIon of
colloidal matter was greater, and this was much nmore pro-
nouIced in] the cerebro-spinAl fluid, in thich the -'vigcosity
being so nmuch less, the Browniian movement is much greater.
Invaria-bly the clharge carried! by thle protein was positive, the
capilIary attractioin by fi-ter laper,. devisedl by W.. Otwald,
,being the sxinpLest method of eftecting the test.

T'tue interesting work of Morri-Airey anid Long (J. C. S. A.,
November, 1913, page 1033) oni the colour of gold sols is of
particular interest. h1a the -red solution the particles. are
negatively charged, anid in the blue po6sitiVel]3. Th-ie purpl'e
solutionls conitaini both kinds of particles. Th'e re(d solutioni is-
converted inito the blue by the action of various electrolytes or
electric fields. If the field is either too stronigly niegative or
positive (lecolorizationl occurs.
The colloidal proteini in the cerebro-spinal. fluid is greater

thau -normal in syphilis and possibly inore higlhly charged; an<d
hereini mnay perhaps lie time explanation of tIie colour clhaniges
of Lalnge's gold sol. In cases whIiere thie particles are very
numerous the field vouwtld he strongly positive, and(i iiot oimly
neutralize the negative charge of the gold, bat completely
chanige thie field inito a positive one---so stronglly in fact, that
decolorizationi occurs. In the Inext diluitioni time field is niot so
-strontgly pos tive, htut sufficientlv so to turin the nlegative red
to the positive blue, anid so oii unitil diluitioni is so weak as to
unaflect thje red coloutr at all. Our observations were made on
oinly a small ntumber of specimenis, anid may very possibly he
erronieous anLd tihe explanation too simple.

In conclusioni, we shonil(i like to suggest that the statemenit
"globulins have been shown to exert a protective influenice
OIn colloidal gold solutioins " wvould he better expressed by
" soluble globulins have been slhown'," etc., etc.

I am, etc.,
JOHN WARD,

for Crookes Collosols, Ltd.

THE FUTUIRE OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.
Sipt-h, Ciptain T.F." states, in your issue of January

20tli, liat '"a State medical service, witlh its inevitable losS
of competition, is bad tor public and profession alike."
Has lie foutnd it so in the army, or even in the Armny
Medical Service?:

It seemis to ie .that whlen professional muen, sucll as
soldiers or doctors in one of the public services, are paid by
salary, they become nioreL disinterested and independenit,
and are lheld in hiiglher estimation by the public than
wlhen, as doctors or solicitors in g'eneral practice, they
earn fees.
Our motives in payinag visits and makfing up mzediciines

and vacciniating babies m1ay be quiestioned whelln we profit
thereby. I tlhirnk thlat the arguiment fromi comxipetition is
in favour of a putblic me(lical service. as we would be plro
nmoted in accordance withi our experiene and sLill by the
State. UnTder present conditions success comes to the
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