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siderable detail. The plates can be uised in other waysa as
well. The idea is ingenious, and has been carefully carried
out, and thouigh we cannot see any likelihood of any
general use being made of them -in the dissecting-room,
they may be fouLnnd of service in the subsequent revision of
work already done, and as a reference when access to a
dissecting-room is impossible.

ThouLgh the text, too, illustrates the principles eniun-
ciated, we do not think that the autholr has succeeded
in presenting his subject in a way likely to attract the
average reader. Some of the cbanges in treatment and
nomenclature, made, says the author, with "a definiite
aim at clearness, conciseness or ease in handlinig the
facts," seem unnecessary, and in some cases even mis-
leading. Of what assistance is the term " interfissuiral
area of the liver " (quadrate lobe) to thle student who has
been taught the form of the generalized mammaliani liver
and is able to recognize the riglt-lateral-fissure in the
hluLani specimen whlen it is presenit? The statemelnt, too,
that " the testes tlhemselves, like tlle ovaries, are covered
niot by peritoneum but by germ epitlheliumii," is misleading
as it stands, anid needs aimiplifying, to give the correct
imiipressioni. Moreover, we cannot accept in toto the sFtate-
mlent that " the small sac is not a diverticulumli of the
great sac," since that part of the slmiall sac wlichl lies
behilld the liver develops as a right-sided pocket fromii the
great sac during the first month of developmient. Indeed,
at onie stage there are two suclh pockets-riglht and left-
tlhouigh the left one soon disappears. The general get-up
of the book is ulnattractive, and the type of the conitents
paaes seenms unnecessarily prominenlt and varied.

THE " MEDICAL ANNUAL.'
THE editoLr of the Mledical Ann?ial 2 is once again to be
congrattulated on the productioin of a hiiglhly iisefil vou111me.
Amltonlg its otlher virtues is that of keepina to the same
arrangement as its pre'decessors, all(l thlUS nlOt COnftlSinDt
those wlho lhave learnt to 'rely upon it as a reference work.
In bulk it is sliglhtly less portly tlhani last year's volulme,
anld the number of differenit contributors is also somewhat
less, bLut the former point is a virtue rather than a defect,
wlile almost without exception tllose placed in charge of
the different brianches and subdivisions of medicine and
sfirgery bear already well known niames. The writers of
one or two of the articles dealing with stubjects of a
specialist kind are not resident in this country; tlhis, again,
is a porsible advantage, since in some of the special depart-
ments of medicine feeling tends to ruin high. To an active
participant in any fray strict imiipartiality and accuracy of
foctus must ever be difficuilt of attainment. A good many
articles have a certain topical initerest-that, for instance,
in which Mr. Wh-lippel Gadd sumills unp the oLutstanding
featuires of the Insuirance Act anid indicates their general
bearing on medical practitioners, phlarmacists, and lhos-
pitals. It is very clearly rvritten, but not all readers
are likely to share hiis apparent belief tllat if the deemands
of the medical profession overtop tlle sums available
the Insurance Commnissioners, viotit pro) rio, could solve
the difficulty by ordering an increase of contribtutions.
Also timely is the well illustrated article in whliclh Mr.
Charles Leedliam-Green endeavours to awaken a keener
interest in regional anaesthesia, by slhowing in howimany
more circumnstances it is utilizable tlhan is comnmonily
known. In the articles on ear disease evidence is s;upplied
that what is described as " the conservative radical
mastoid operation, first brouglht to geineral attention by
Heath," has numerous advocates, especially in America
and on the Continent. Corresponding evidence tllat auriists
as a class are paying any considerable attention to the
questioni of the best way of alleviating the condition of
those who are admnittedly incurably deaf is unfortunately
lacking. Sea-water treatment is also considered, but not,
as two years ago, at great lengtlh; tllis wear, after a brief
reference to the fact that the treatment lhas beena exploited
by the lay press, the writer continues as follows:
The supposed virtue of the sea water lies apparently in ti c

fact that bv addition of spring water it is renidered isotonic witlh
hulman blood. Wrhether the particullar comb)ination of salts in
sea wvater has anly special value inl cases of inlfantile diarrhloea
is doubtful ; certainlyr its nse bysome scienltific observems h1as

' Th¢e MYedicael Annqual. Thirtiethl Weal--1912. Bristol: Toliiu w\righlt
anld Sons, Ltd. (Demny 8vo, pp. 734. 1'rice 8s. 60l. nlet.)

not justified the extravagaint claims made forit; aniy method of
supplying fluiid to an infanit drained of water by severe diarrhoea
has, as has been recognized for many years, a life-sa-ving value
in maniy cases, and subcutaneous administration has beeii
practised for a long time for this purpose.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
THE ad(vance(d amibulance handbook, First id to the
1IilIrcd I)3by Messrs.' WARLWICK and TUNSTALL, has now
become a standarld work on the subject, and the issue of
its seventh edition (sixtieth tlhouisand) withlin ten years is
amiple testimony to its utility. This new edition, has been
thoroughlly revised, and the latest stretcher andl wagon
drill hias been ilncorporate(d fromii the R.A.M.C. Training
Manual, special drawings having been prepared froni
plhotograp)lis. These illustrations of stretcher alnd wagon
Irill are a feature of the )book.

In D)istrict Nur1sin1g" is to be found aln account by Mlliss
MABEL JACQUES of this work as condclucted in Americanl
cities, together witlh advice derive(d fromi helr own experi-
eiice as to the ends which shouldl be kept in viewv by those
who are nurses themiselves or by those who wish to start
dlistrict nursing associations. Thouglh one gathers that
wor of -this order-. is comparatively in its infancy in
Amuerica, useful h1ilnts miiight no doubt be gathlere(d front
its pages by those similarly engaged in Great Britain.

The popularity in Aiiierica of Dr. STEVENS'S Manulal of
the Practict of l1edic i ' is suflicieiitlv evi(lenced by the
nilunber of cditionis -which have 'appeared since its fIrst
puLblication in 1892. Tlie nilitli edition, like its p)rede-
cessors, is intenided. to assist students in buil(lilng ul) their
lnowvledge by clinical observatioln and(l attenidanice at
lectures. Use(d in this way it miiay be useful to British as
-well as American stud(lenits, though one can hardly agree
with the aiutlhor that the saying, " hlalf ouir knowvledlge we,
must snatchl, not take, can rightly be applie(l to pixactca1
medicine.

An accouniit of the imiportanit series of discuissions helh
last year at Caxtoii Hall on the subject of poverty anid its
prevention lhas beeni publishe(d in a large volniie entitled,
Nationa(il Cn'O)fer'ec'cce on. thrPrevevtion of l)estjtotiton,.16 The
'work -as divided into six sections-namely, public health,
education, Unemploymleiit, mental deficiency, legal, and
financial sections. The views and suggestions set fortlh
in the various papers and in the coursc of the discussions;
formi a species of eiicyclopaedia of current i(leas on the
whole subject. The volunie, therefore, lhas a certaini
degree of perimianient interest, and may be found useful
as a kind of reference lbook for somne years to come.

Anyonie whlo lhas ever lhad the smallest experience of
nuirsing has probably felt the difflculty of catering success-
fully for sick people. More particularly is this the case
witlh regard to convalescents, whose reawakeiling appetite
miiust be skilfully flattere(d at the same tiine that a dlelicate
digestioii has to be taken into full accouint. Miss FLORENCE,
B. JACK+4 excellent Coo ing for Invalids in Ho?we and
Hospital,17 of whichl a new and revised edition lhas recently
appeared, should therefore prove of great assistance to all
-who may be called uipon to exercise their tact and ingenuity
in or(leiing meals for the sicl-roomii. Miss Jack's recipes,
which combine the threefol(d advantages of being light,
nourishiig, and econiomical, are also extremuely practical;
and they are giveni witlh a simplicity andcl conciseness that
slhotuld eniable the veriest tiro in invalid cooking to try her
hand with some measure of success. A few specimen
mnenus ai)(d som11e useful hiints on the art of imoultice-making
help to coml-plete this invaluable little work, wlhichl should
find its way to a haiidly place on time bookshelves of every
home.

13 First Aid to tihe In)itr-ed an(d Sick. Aii Advaniced Ambulanice
H:aiidbook. By Miajor F. J. Warwick, M.B., M.R.C.S., andl Major A. C.
Tunstall, l).D., F.R.C.S. Seventh edition. Bristol: John M-right anid
Sons. 1911. (Fcp. 8vo, pp. 260. ls. iiet.)1I Dist iet Nu rsin. By Mabel Jac(ques, with ani initrodnetioni by
Johni H. Pry-or, M.D. New York: The Macmillani Company. 1911.
(Cr. 8vo, Pi). 176.)

15 A Mantual of the Practice of Mledicine. Prepared especially for
students by A. A. Stevens, A.M., M.D., Lecturer on AMedicine in the
University of Peninsylvaniia. Ninth edition. Philadlelphia an(dLondoni: WY. B3. Saunders Company. 1911. (Post 8vo, pp. 573; 19 illuis-
trations. 2.50 dols. net, or 12s. 6d. niet.)

16 _Na,tionoIt1 CmoVnference on tlhe Preventioni of Destitution. Proceedinggs
of the Conferenice held May 30th aiid 31st and Junie 1st and 2nd, 1911.
Londoni: P. S. Kinig and Son. 1911. (Roy. 8vo, pP. 766. 10s. 6d. net.)

17 Cookinr, for Invalids in Home and Hospital. IBy Florence B. Jack.
A new edition. revised and enlarged. Londoni and Edinburgh: T. C.
and E. C. Jack. 1912. (Post 8vo, pp. 207. 2s. net.)
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M1en and Nfeasn ires,18 by Stirgeoii-Lieutenalnt-Colonel
EDWARD NICHOLSON, is for the most part a historical
account of the evolution of the chief systemus of weiglhts
asild imeasures in uise at the preselit dlay, both in the
Britislh Emlpire and elsewvlere. The autlhor accepts the
view that the earliest miieasures were those of length,
derived from parts of the body ; of tlle fuLnclamenital ulits
the principal appears to have been the cuLbit, the length of
the fore-arm from elbow to filnger-tip, about 18 or 19 in.
The cubit underwent many clhanges, anld a chapter is
devoted to the variouis cuibits vwhich have been of impor-
tance; the foot was two-tlhirds of a cubit, and the culbic
foot of water became the standard of weight known as the
talent, from which other weights were derived; variou.s
talents existed, however, at different tilmes and in differennt
places, and a most interesting account is given of these.
The book shows evidence of historical research of no mean
order; the author is not only concerned, however, witlh
the historical aspect of the sutbject, but holds strong views
as to the superiority of the Imiperial system of weiglits
and measures over the metric system, witlh wl-hichl miany
people desire to replace it. The book -will be rea(l with
mxuch interest on accounit of the views ptut forward on this
practical qulestion, as well, as for the sake of the historical
facts.

With the approach of summier there s-hould be a demiIaind
for the excellently illuistrated booklet entitled C'anmz1iq7g
for Boys.19 It is a description by Mr. J. H. WHITEHOUSE,
M.P., of the secondary schoolboy's canmp, hlow it came inito
existeince, wlhat is done thereat, and whliat its objects are.
It is worth perusal both by parents and mniedical men, and
if read also by schoolboys, as, indleed, it is intended to be,
a call for an increase in the lnumblber of these camllps is
likely to be heard. In a final niote Mr. Whlitehouse, wh}o is
lhonorary warden of the campij), e-kpresses Iiis readiness to
receive communications relating to the canitp, if a(ldressed
to Iiim at the Houtse of Commons.

Tlle MIacedenc7i(,20l to hler translation of wN-hiich A. C. CATON
has gliven the title Childrcln, is a pleasantly told fairy tale
by which somie )arenits in a difficulty mlay convey to tlleir
childreni an answer to the child's qIuestioni, W hliere do
l)abies come from?'" It is suggested that instruction from
l)otany and zoology mlay follow this introductioni. There
are some who find that the story of tIme egg miiay be told to
childreni, andcl that the wonder of trutlh is none tlle less
when it is divested of the atmosphere of pietistic mystery.

183Men and MVeasures: A History of TVifilts and Measutres, A4ncient
mnd Mfodern. By EdwardI Nicholsoni, FI.C., F'.C.S., Surgeoni-Lieu-
teniant-Colonel, Armny Medical Dei)artment. Lonidon: Sniith, Elder
aid Co. 1912. (Deniy 8vo, pp. 325. 7s. 6d. net.)

19 (Jcamping for Boys. By J. H. W'hitehouse, M.P., Honorary Sec-
retary Nationial League of Workers with Boys, anid Wardein of the
Secon(dary Schoolboys' Camnp. Lonidoni: P. S. King and Son. 1911.
(Crownn 8vo. Pp, 80, 69 illuistrations Paper cover, ls. net.)

211C/i1dren. A M1aerch?en by Hutgo Saliis. Translated by Aletlcia
(C. Caton. Second and revised editionl. Londloln. 1912. The Mother
Books I. (Pp. 28. Price is. net.)

31EDICINAL AND DI:ETETIC ARTICLES.
Colloidal SeOjiaiii.

SOMiE t lierapeutical exl)erimielnts witlh a colloi(lal seleniumn
in cases of canicerous growtll lhave lately beeiimade in
Paris. Th1ey were suggeste( l)y the recenit wNArork of Wasser-
i11aiini (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Janiuary 6thi, 1912,
1). 39). Ani attempt was miade to prepare a colloidal
seleniium by the varioutis niethods wlichl have l)een ill
vogue for several years past, such as that of Paal and(
Kochl, but these were founcl inlvariably to give too large
particles, or at least particles not of uniforimi size. Dr.
Andr6 Lalicien, who has undertaken the experimenits on
their pllysical side, then resorted to ani electrical mnetlhod
of pulverizing the seleniumii, apparently the mietlho(d of
starting aii arc l)etween two electrodes and( producing very
line disintegrationi. Fronm the product tlhus obtained,
whlich possesses all the physico-chemical properties of
ordinar-y selenium, and has been lnamiied " Seleniuim- A," a
colloidal solutioni was prepared, suitable for injections.
We gather from-l conmnnunications to the Soci6te m6aicale
des HMpitaux de Paris on February 16th an(d ilarch 1st
that this substance has producedl some interesting imiodifl-
cations when applied, in the flrst instance, to a large
m-iaxillary adenopathy secondary to a cutaneous epithe-
lioina, anld, in the second, to a glanidular miiass acconmpany-
ing canicer of the rectum. Professor Jules Thiroloix, who
brought forward the first of these observations, states that
periodical intravenouis injections of from 4 to 8 c.cmi. of the
colloidal seleniuilm was followed by rigor accompanied by

rise of temperatuire, and that after five weeks the growth
in the maxillary region suddenly increased in size an(d
became fluctuating. Several punctures were then madle
in the mass, anld a large amount of viscous, inodorous,
aseptic fluid withdrawn. The mass disappeared almost
entirely. Numnerouis particles of colloidal seleniumiii were
discovered in the fluid, anid the cells appeared to be filled
with them.. Great reserve imutst be observed in drawinig
conclusions, but it appears to be established that the
colloidl is not toxic and that it lhas ani actioni upon very
vascular epithelioniatous masses. In the other case,
recorded by Professor Netter, the injections made into the
niuscles of the gluteal region produce(d no febrile pheino-
mena and resulted in a conlsiderable dimiinution of the
enlarge(l glands and1 fuinctionial improvemelnt. The effect,
if alny, upon the tuimour itself remainis to be seeni. This
colloid, Seleiium A, is prepared according to Dr. Lancien'.
techlnique by the Laboratoires Couiturieux, 57, AveiinLE
d'Alntin, Paris, and bears tlle naame of " Seleniol.''

1e rqen1theiin Tablets.
The water of the Karlsquelle, Mlergentheim, is (listin-

guiislhed by the high proportions of sodium cliloride,
sodium stulplhate, amid( magnesium sulplhate wlhich it
contains in associationl withi small quantities of several
otlher salts. The Mergentlleim tablets, supplied by
Messrs. A. Siebert anid Co., London, E.C., are made fromii
the salts of this spriiig, and are initended to be (lissolved
in water to reproduce the nlattural water. Examiniation of
a sample of the tablets gave restults in, accordance with
the stated composition, and for any one wishing to drink
the water without visiting the spring they furnish a nieans
of preparinig it as require(l. It is perhaps a disadvi,antage
that they (lo not form a clear solution.

MEDICA L A ND SURGICAL APPLIANCES.
WJoiid Retlactor Pionqls.

DR. HI. ELLT.IOT-BLAKE (Bognor) writes : The woiUnd(l ie-
tractor prongs are with a U- or V-shaped spring, and(I lhave

beenl designed for self-retein -
tion and quick dilatation
in wouin(ds in minor suirgery,
and as an independ(lent lhelp
to keel) the unlnecessary
fingers of the assistaint out-
side the wound. The prongsNMAYERFt at the wound endls have
a half-moon shape, the tips
being slightly sharpened,
and this arraiigemiient a(dml-its
of aln inereasedI lhold up)on

the sides witlhout dloiiig (lamiia(ge. Bothi thie elb)ow and(l
thle thickening at the back strengthlenis the resilieneo,
of the springs, especi-
ally when imiadle of
silver. The silver coni-
struction in imiy in-
struiments when in the
lresence of a woundl
electrolyte probably
enliances a cleaner an(d
an anitiseptic (uality.
The designs have been
carr-ied ouit lby Messr's. Mayer and Meltzer, Lond(oii.

,Slteioscopfic (l'hust-piecce.
Dr. W. B. COLQUHOUN (Londlon, W.C.) writes: InI

the issue of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNA[L for
Marell 23rd, 1912, p. 678, yotu have a review of a niew
stethos,copic clhest-piece designed by Dr. Laureicce M.
Rotith, and( miialnuifactuired by Messrs. Krolhne aind
Sesenmanni. With regard to this idea I am1 afraid that,
I mnust claimii precedence by about five years. The chest-
piece I designled vwas for precisely the saimie purpose-_
namiely, to p)revent raising a patient in bedl. Also the
phlonophore principle of tlle chest-piece allowed exalnlina-
tion thlroughl clothes, and the special ear-pieces nee(led 110
ietal springs for retention in time ears. This stethoscope,
of miine w-as illustrated anld reviewed at the aniiiuial miieet-
ing anid exhibition at Exeter in August, 1907, and(I tie
review con1cernin1g it will be foiund in the SUPPLEME.NTr to
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL for Auigust 31st, 1907.
Tlle inistruLm1lent, chest-piece, ear-pieces, anid also, wlhlic
is iimiportant, the locking arrangement for fixing the miiove-
ment of the revolving clhest-piece in aniy desired p)sitioni,
was mnadle for mie by Messrs. Arnold and Sons;, as mnay- be
seenl OIn time bhock illustrating the instrument.

 on 13 M
arch 2024 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.2676.841 on 13 A
pril 1912. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

