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patients benefit is derived from all the resouroes of a spa,
but in proportions not capable of definition.
But it must be added, and with equal emphasis, that

there is a third and a very large group in which the
strictly balneological procedures constitute the primary
and preponderating factors necessary for successfuil treat-
ment.-We are, etc.,

A. F. STREET.
ALBERT MOUIMLOT.

By Resolution of the Council of the Bection
of Balneology and Climatology of the

London, W., Feb. 2nd. Royal Society of Medicine.

SIR,-My attention having been called to an article in
your issue of January 7th, may I be permitted, as chair-
man of the board of management of the Royal Bath
Hospital and Rawson Convalescent Home, Harrogate,
to correct a statement made by the writer of hydro-
therapy, on page 35, to the effect that such treatment is
only within the reach of the moneyed classes.
This Royal Bath Hospital was founded in the year 1824

with the special object of providing means whereby the
poorest classes throughout the United Kingdom and
Ireland might benefit by a course of the Harrogate waters
and baths. The charity has increased in popularity to
-such an extent that in 1889 the present handsome new
building capable of treating 100 patients at one period was
opened, and in the course of every year upwards of 1,200
patients, all of the indigent or lower working-class section
of the community, receive free of charge a three weeks'
courseof the said Harrogate treatment for gout, rheumatism,
eczema, and similar troubles.
The greatest precautions are taken to prevent any abuse

of the charity. No patient or any near relative of a
patient is permitted to subscribe the smallest sum towards
the cost of treatment. I have personally, or in my occa-
sional absence my deputy has, an interview with every
patient presenting a recommendation form duly signed by
a subscriber and countersigned bv the patient's own
medical attendant, and unless the eviaence of such patient's
inability to pay for medical attendance and the cost of
baths and lodgings is very clear, we are obliged to decline
admission.
As a proof of the extent to which the advantages of

this institution are appreciated by the suffering poor
throughout England, Scotland, and Ireland, I may say
that for many weeks each year there are upwards of.
200 cases awaiting admission in addition to the 100 patients
in the hospital.
In view of these facts, I think you will agree with me

that the statement to which I have taken exception is
somewhat misleading, and trusting you will excuse my
addressing you at such length,-I am, etc,
Harrogate. Feb. 2nd. J. W. COCKERHAIM

QUALIFIED OPTICIANS.
SIR,-At a recent dinner of the Spectacle Makers

Company Dr. Seymour Taylor is reported to recommend
that people who are not rich or poor, but who belong to
the great middle class, should have their refraction defects
attended to by a new class of persons whom he would
name " qualified opticians."

Is Dr. Seymour Taylor so out of touch with his medical
brethren as not to know that numbers of general praoti-
tioners now devote special attention to refractive work for
the very class who cannot afford the specialists' fees, and
who do not wish to make themselves objects of charity by
going to the hospitals ?
Does Dr. Seymour Taylor think the class he seeks to

establish more likely to benefit the public than men who
have a general knowledge of eye diseases and who have
also studied the subject of refraction-a subject which is
by no means difficult for medical men to master, but
which has many difficulties for the uneducated class which
Dr. Seymour Taylor suggests should take it up?
Nobody wants Dr. Seymour Taylor to suggest at a

public dinner that general practitioners are more suitable
than others to deal with such cases. To suggest, however,
the formation of a new class to encroach upon the legiti-.
mate work of members of his own profession is, indeed,
uncalled for. He supports his contention by quoting the
case of the dentists. The parallel does not hold good
to-day. He ought to know that the dentists in best repute

first qualify in medicine or surgery, or both, before takiDng
up dentistry. Where is Dr. Seymour Taylor's sense of
e8p7t de corps in suggesting that the employees of a
trading society like the Spectacle Makers should supersede
us ?-I am, etc.,
February 6th. SAVE ME FROM MY FRIENDS.

TUBERCULOSIS AND STATE INTERVENTION.
SIR,-Referring to furthercorrespondence under thishead

in your issue of January 28Bh, will you allow us to add that
the purpose of our recent letter to the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL, which was to correct a misleading impression
which seemed current, namely, that the Edinburgh
Conference on Tuberculosis favoured the principle of
separate legislation directed specially against tuberculosis,
has been achieved.
A motion in favour of such legislation was indeed sub-

mitted to the meeting, but was lost. The resolution whicb
was passed by the conference was definitely limited to the
question of including tuberculosis in the proposed scheme
of invalid insurance.-We are, etc.,

W. LsEBLIB LYALL, M.B.,
JAMES MILLER. M.D.,

Edinburgh, Jan. 30th. Joint Honorary Secretaries.

CORONERS' LAW AND DEATH CERTIFICATION
BILL.

SIR,-Feeling very strongly about the proposed amend.
ment to the above bill and the way the duty of notifying
births has been foisted on us, and wishing to emulate the
example of Dr. Distin of Enfield, I obtained from him a,
copy of the petition (to which he got over eighty signa-
tures1), and have been canvassing the medical men in
West and South Worcestershire. Every doctor I visited
signed, and many felt more strongly than I do about it, if
that were possible. I got thirty-eight signatures in West
Woroestershire and twventy-two in the Southern division.
In company with Dr. Holbeche, the eenior man in

practice here, I waited on the member of Parliament for
the former division, who could not have been more con-
siderate, and I have also had a very pleasant interview
with the member for the latter constituency. They have
both promised to do their best to oppose the bill unless a
clause be inserted guaranteeing adequate payment by the
State for viewing the dead body.-I am, etc.,
MEalvern, Feb. 4th. EDW. B. FFBNNBLL, M.D.

I BaiTnEs MEDICAL JOURNAL. 1910, vol. ii, p. 1656.

THE SWEATING OF DOCTORS BY THE LONDON
COUNTY COUNCIL.

SIR,-I crave space to illustrate the way the London
County Council treat their medical examiners.
They ask for examiners in home nursing, infant care, and

first aid, and offer £1 is. for the first twenty candidates
examined, and is. for each one over twenty.

Till a year ago the examination took place at each school
and one often did not have more than seven candidates;
but when this was found out the candidates were collected
at certain centres so that now one is almost sure to have
twenty to examine.
There is a written paper and a viva-voce examination. I

pointed out that the paper takes at least ten minutes to
rei,d and mark, and the viva-voce another ten, so the
remuneration works out at 3s. an hour, without considering
time expended in going and coming. The Council's own
medical officer reported that he considered the fees " very
meagre" and advised alteration, but nothing has been
done.
A last instance of red-tape is tbat the Council offers

travelling money "1 not more than first class fare." My
first-class fare would have been 3s. In my statement which
asks " method of travel," I put " private car say is." The
answer comes back "none but first-class fare is allowed,"
and as I go in my own car I am allowed nothing for
travelling expenses.
Can we not prevent them from getting any examiners

till they pay them properly? The facts are beyond dispute,
and are admitted; it is only because they think we are
disunited, and know they cannot sweat their workmen,
that they pay us below " trade union rates."-T am, etc.,
January 20th. " UNITAS."
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