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or assistant medical officers—I think it will require a stronger
and more just agitation than that now going on in the
BritisH MEDICAL JOURNAL to effect any important alteration.
I greatly doubt if the majority of the assistant medical
officers agree with the views and statements of your few dis-
satisfied correspondents, and I would suggest that before
framing the Committee to which you have given your sup-
port you should, by a circular letter or otherwise, endeavour
to ascertain the opinion of assistant medical officers on the
subject, and ask for suggestions from them. At present
little is known, except from the (to my mind) groundless
complaints of your few correspondents, as to what change is
required, and to discuss such a question on this basis would
be simply waste of time.—I am, ete.,
Shrewsbury, June 1st. ARTHUR STRANGE, M.D.

S1r,—Four months of correspondence in the columns of the
BrrrisH MEDICAL JOURNAL can but represent a tithe of the
actual feeling in our service. Many are unwilling to write
even under the shelter of anonymity, and many, as in every
community, passively acquiesce in a destiny because it
seems hopeless. My suggestion arose from two grounds:
first, your well-known willingness to advocate reforms if
need be, and secondly, to prevent a recurrence of failure
which our first attempt met with when brought before that
well-known trade union, the Medico-Psychological Associa-
tion, a few years ago. To Drs. Strahan, Mercier, Philipps,
and totherns we owe thanks for initiating the present move-
ment.

I see that the subject is open for discussion in the Psycho-
logy Section at Bristol. Could a prelimina meeting, how-
ever, be held in London, something might done in pre-
paring and sending a printed circular to all our asylum
medical officers, to gain a consensus of opinion prior to send-
ing a deputation to the Parliamentary Bills Committee and
General Council of the British Medical Association. I
should be amongst those willing to work for such an end.—
I am, ete.,

June 2nd. HoPEFUL.

Sm,—Many asylum officials will thank you for lending
your support to the proposal to form a committee to discuss
the bearings of this question (see BriTisH MEDICAL JOUR-
NAL, May 26th, p. 1156). Briefly, your correspondents
affirm that the position of the asylum medical superin-
tendent is one of uncontrolled despotism with its attendant
evils. Is thisso? If so, the sooner it is mended or ended
the better. In the departments of the State large powers
have to be entrusted to individuals; the love of influence
and control, so extensive in human nature, prompts to
intolerance and needs to be curbed.

‘“ Hopeful ” says: ‘‘ The prevailing asylum spirit is one
which makes for the maximum comfort, exaltation, and
glorification of the superintendent.” Is not this language a
little immoderate? 1Is it calculated to strengthen the cause
which ¢ Hopeful ” and I venture to say many asylum medi-
cal superintendents have at heart ?

Individuals cannot hope to advance their position or to
raise themselves in character by dwelling on the defects of
others ; rather let them reflect that by force of persuasion, or
intellectual ascendency, anyone may have the consciousness
of power without the authority of office. Such power, may,
in asylum life or any other, be brought to bear on any person
(whatever his position), guilty of a breach of any of the
many obligations society imposes on all for the good of all.
Committees of management nowadays are keen and vigilant ;
they constitute a court of appeal, and may be freely ap-
proached by all their officials—medical or lay.—I am, etc.,

Francis H. WaLmsLey, M.D.,
May 26th. Medical Superintendent, Metropolitan Asylum, Darenth.

DEFECTIVE EYESIGHT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

Sir,—In relxl)ly to inquiries elicited by your note on this
subject in the BrITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of May 26th,
p. 1,147, may I state that the wall-chart headed ‘¢ Eyesight
and School Work,” adopted by the Birmingham School
Board, is published by the Midland Educational Company,
Birmingham, and that the directions to teachers for the

physical examination of school children, including a test for
the detection of defective sight, issued by the Anthropometric
Committee of the British Association, may be obtained by
applying to the Honorary Secretary of this Committee,
Professor Windle, Mason College, Birmingham.—1I am, etc.,
Birmingham, May 28th. PRIESTLEY SMITH,

THE FOREST GATE SCHOOLS SCANDAL.

Sir,—Your articles of late re barrack life of pauper child-
ren, together with Miss Davenport Hill’s letter recently pub-
lished in the Daily Chronicle, are not only too true, but do
not go far enough into the question, and convey but a poor
idea even to the initiated or the managers of these large
schools, who either don’t know or won’'t know. Now I
venture to say when I tell the managers of the Forest Gate
Schools, through your kind favour, that they have about
12,000 wet beds, independent of soiled beds, year after year,
they will exclaim, ¢ Never heard of such a thing.”

Well, the following is taken from a rough book—not in my
handwriting, but that of another officer. After the fire of
January 1st, 1890, many children were taken out of the
schools by their parents, and we had not G600 for the years
1890-91. have not the exact number in the boys’ depart-
ment—say 270; this, I believe, is above the number. Here is
a return showing but one of the many difficulties of child life
in these large institutions:

1890. 1891
Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March
No. of beds wetted ... 435 437 541 589 594 492 333 288

, bedssoiled .. 48 14 24 33 61 49 34 36
, boyswetted beds 44 52 43 55 52 57 33 26
n round numbers this would give 5,000 wet beds for twelve
months in the boys’ d(le‘?artment—is not this most astonish-
ing and appalling ? ow this could not happen in cottage
homes, or the boarding-out system. All the children on
admission to the schools are placed under our care. Mrs.
Elliott, myself and one maid, in a detached block of build-
ings, and the number of children with us vary from 40 to 15.
These children remain in our block (or cottage home, and if I
may say so to those who know the deﬁartment) for fourteen
days, when they pass to the main block; we are then ready
to receive others, and I say in very em%hatic terms that the
above table is a great disgrace, and ought not to be; not one
in a hundred of the children on admission wet the bed—boys,
girls, or infants; but if so it is invariably wetted by a re-ad-
mission. My reason for selecting the above table at that
particular date is to show that by the same individual atten-
tion to the children in the main block better results may be
obtained, if not nearly as good as are obtained in our own
department—receiving wards. By looking at the table before
ou, February and March, 1891, shows a marked decrease.
hose two months I was doing duty temporarily on the boys’
side, and by March 3rd I had reduced this matter to a cipher;
one boy only wetted the bed; 5 boys on the 5th, and 5 boys
on the 6th. There is not another record like this in the
school ; the children require more individual attention, you
have a very larf staff, indeed more than the average of cot-
tage homes. Then there is the great sickness; quite forty on
the average are in the sick wards, and here again not one in
a hundred passes from us to these sick wards. I could fil}
volumes of matter in reference to the great disadvantages of
pauper children.

The industrial training is worse than useless, and it is the
cause of unfitting many for their life after leaving school.
I can speak upon this matter with some authority.—I am,
ete.,

Wandsworth Road, S.W., June 4th.

THE LATE DR. CHARLES CLAY, OF MANCHESTER.
Sie,—The representatives of this distinguished surgeon
have placed at my disposal a mass of material for the pre-
paration of a suitable memorial of him, including an auto-
biographical sketch of much interest. Unfortunately the
material is deficient in that period of his life which is of
greatest interest, between 1842 and 1850. A still greater mis-
fortune is that the great age to which Dr. Clay lived has left
few who can tell much about him at that time. My own
efforts by private inquiry have failed so far, and I am there-
fore compelled to trespass on your courtesy for permission to

HexrY ELLIOTT.

"yBuAdoo Aq parosiold 1senb AQ +Z0Z [Mdy 6T UO /WoD [wg mmm//:dny woly papeojumod 68T aunC 6 Uo P-8/2T Sy, T T IWa/9eTT 0T Se paysiignd 1sii ir PN I


http://www.bmj.com/

June 9, 1894.]

CORRESPONDENCE.

Tus Britiex
MxpicaL Jovamat

1279

ask through your widely-read columns that anyone who may
be in possrssion of ducuments or recollections of Charles
Clay would be good enough to put me in possession of them.
—1 am, etc.,

Birmingham, May 2uth, LawsoN Tarr.

SIR F. SEYMOUR HADEN.

sie,—For the sake of accuracy, allow me to state that in
1862, when the accompanying report was written, 1 had been
for some years what is called—and to my mind absurdly
called—a pure surgeon, and that at no time was I, in the
gense I think you intend, the possessor of ‘‘an important
medical practice in the West End of London.”—I am, etc.,

Alresford, Hants, June 3rd. F. SEymour HADEN.

* * The report enclosed is Mr. Seymour Haden’s very able
and still valuable report on the surgical instruments shown
at the great Exhibition of 1862.

CHEAP DOCTORS: THEIR DEFENCE.

Sir,—Your comments on ‘ Experiences of the Provident
Dispensary System ” and a letter headed ‘The Cheap
Doctor: A Word in Defence,” which appear in the BriTisH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of May 19th, afford material for serious
reflection. I am not an advocate of ‘ cheap ghysicking;”
still we have these facts staring us in the face: Overcrowding
of the profession, small fees per visit paid by provident dis-
pensaries, and the inability of the poorer class to pay, for
any length of time, the smallest fee usually asked for
for each visit or consultation. The poor do not particularly
value the services of those members of our profession who
charge very small fees, but consult them, compelled by their
poverty. This should not be. We have provident dispen-
saries and the out-patient departments of hospitals in com-
petition with the profession. How can such competition be
equitably dealt with? Only by honest, conscientious, and
reliable members of our profession establishing themselves
in poor neighbourhoods, charging small fees (cash pay-
ments), and taking the same care of their patients as if they
were able to pay much higher fees. I know that I am tread-
ing on dangerous ground. I would not accept a small fee
myself, but still I cannot help feeling that the only way of
meeting successfully the competition of the provident dis-
pensaries and hospital out-patient departments is for good
men in the ?rofession to charge small fees ta poor people and
deal honestly by them.-—I am, etc.,

Cardiff, May 19th. A. SHEEN, M.D.

THE LEAVESDEN SCHOOLS.

S81e,—Referring to the paragraphs appearing in the BriTisa
MepicAL JOURNAL of April 28th and May 5th, with reference
to the late outbreak of diphtheria at the St. Pancras Schools
at Leavesden, and the report thereon, prepared at the request
of the guardians, by Dr. J. F. J. Sykes, the Medical Officer of
Health of St. Pancras, I am desired to intimate that the com-
ments upon the attitude of the guardians in relation to the
precautions necessary to preserve the health of the children
may lead to a mistaken judgment.

The guardians wish to correct a possible inference,
that they have not only crowded the schools regardless
of consequences, but have persistently refused to give
attention to their medical officer’s advice on that point.

The guardians have always well recognised the abilities
and services of Dr. Adams Clarke, the medical officer of the
schools. It is the custom for him to attend every meeting of
the Schools Visiting Committee, and he, on his part, must
be willing to admit that the Committee have taken the
keenest interest in his reports and suggestion, to which they
have constantly attached paramount importance: and the
Committee have in many instances taken the initiative in
steps for the better classification of the childrenand in im-
proved arrangements for the treatment of the sick; and Dr.
Clarke is invariably consulted on all matters in which is re-
sponsibilities are concerned.

The guardians regret very much that the observations
made upon this unprecedented visitation by diphtheria at
their schools, in your much-quoted JOURNAL, for the guid-
ance of the medical profession, might alsoconvey a mislead-

ing impression as to the management and general condition
of the schools. It is true that during a few weeks last winter
the total number of children exceeded the certificate (678),
but it was quite an exceptional occurrence, and at that time
there was no available accommodation at other schools.

In dealing with the large number of children then charge-
able, choice therefore lay only between the contracted and
otherwise imperfect accommod’;tion for children at the work-
house of the parish (the reconstruction of which is still
incomplete) and the schools at Leavesden, situated in the
open country, with facilities for isolation. It should also
not be forgotten that at the time diphtheria appeared at the
schools it was epidemic in the metropolis.

The cause of the outbreak at the Leavesden Schools could
not be traced, even by experts, with absolute certainty. In
the report by Dr. Sykes, he pointed with reserve to various
possible sources of infection, but apparently emphasised his
opinion that in one or two sections of the school the ventila-
tion had become curtailed by the additional means of heating
the dormitories and class rooms.

The better heating of those rooms had been adopted upon
suggestions made to the guardians for the benefit of the
children of low vitality, and with beneficial results to
children of that class. This points to one of the oft-recurring
puzzles of ventilation, so difficult to solve where the health
conditions of the occupants of the rooms are so varied.
Several valuable suggestions, arising out of the report by Dr.
Sykes, have since been promptly adopted.

The guardians have many reasons to be proud of their
splendid establishment at Leavesden, as the annual reports
upon the results of their management will show.

I enclose copies of the last three 1y;ears’ reports, containing,
inter alia, tabular statements by which it will be seen that
with a general population of upwards of 600 children, the
average number of deaths has been less than 6 per annum,
and in nearly every instance the cause of death has been
unconnected with the influence of the school.—I am, etc.,

ALFRED A. MILLWARD,

Vestry Hall, Pancras Road, N.W., Clerk to the Guardians.

May 23th.

*.* We publish this letter with some satisfaction because
we regard it as definite evidence that the guardians of St.
Pancras appreciate the fact that the overcrowding of their
schools is inconsistent with good management. The ques-
tion is, however, whether there has been overcrowding of the
Leavesden schools. The letter of the guardians states that
¢“Jt is true that during a few weeks last winter the total
number of children exceeded the certificate (678), but it was
quite an exceptional occurrence, and at that time there was
no available accommodation at other schools.” OQur con-
tention is therefore admitted, and we refer to our previous
statement : ‘‘ The class rooms exhibited difficulties of change
of air only in a less degree than the dormitories, one room
being, moreover, so packed with boys that Dr. Sykes had
trouble in getting at the inmates to examine their throats.”
The statement that ¢ the Committee have taken the keenest
interest in his (Dr. Adams Clarke’s) su%gestions ” is not, we
presume, to be taken as implying that Dr. Adams Clarke ap-
proved the condition of overcrowding, and has not called the
attention of the Committee to it. We cannot accept the plea
that the absence of available accommodation at other schools
is justification for overcrowding the Leavesden schools. If
the school accommodation of the guardians is insufficient,
morg should be provided. The remedy is in their own
hands.

PHARMACOLOGICAL RESEARCH AND THE SALTERS’ COMPANY.
—In connection with the recent foundation of a Research
Fellowship in Chemical Pharmacology by the Court of the
Salters’ Company, the Research Committee of the Pharma-
ceutical Society announces that the selection of the Salters’
Company Research Fellow will take place on July 3rd next.
Written applications for the Fellowship must be received by
the Director of the Research Laboratory, 17, Bloomsbury
Square, before June 30th.

M=e. Vicror HorsLEY, the President, and Dr. Bateman, one
of the Honorary Secretaries, of the Medical Defence Union,
intend to address members residing in South Wales and
Monmouthshire at Cardiff on June 28th.
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