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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMIMUNICATIONS respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, V.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Mallager,
at tile Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it i3 particulally requested that all letters on tile
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to Iiis private house.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with thc
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them witlh tlleir names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to tile Notices to
Correspoi,dents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THF OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annlual and other
Reports, favour us witl duplicate copies.

W Queries, answerR, and communications rela'ing to sutbjects to which
special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted will be
foutnl under their respective headings.

QUERIES.

S. P. D. asks where lhe can obtain statuettes or busts in bronze, terra
cotta, or marble of Hippocrates, iEsculapius, Harpocrates, and
Hygeia ?

SAMARITAN wishes to know if there is any lhome or institution where a
widow aged 50, partially disabled after hysterectomy, could be received
for about 220 a year.

BRAN FLOUR AND BRAN BISCUITS.
A RETIRED AILING MEDICAL MAN, of limited means, would be glad to
learn where, and at what cost, he can obtain bran flour, with and with-
out the starcl removed; and to hear of a simiple formula for making
bran flour biscuits.

ANSWERS.
DR. R. BROADBENT.--An abstract of Sir (then Dr.) Andrew Clark's intro-
ductory address on "Body, Soul, and Spirit," will be found in the
Medical Times and Gazette, 1855, vol. ii, p. 338, and a somewhat shorter
abstract in the Lancet, 1885, vol. ii, p. 31i'

A COUNTRY MEMBER.-There is not, we apprehend, any objection to
erectiing a gas lamp with the word ".Surgery " to direct patients to tile
proper door. We presume our correspondent does not propose to
affix the notice to a public street larlp.

CLUB TARIFFS.
F. L. N.-We are perfectly well aware of the facts and arguments used,
but we see no reason to modify the views we have expressed.

VIOLET ODOUR OF UR1NE.
L.M -The most common cause of a violet odour in human urine is either
the ingestion or inlialation of eucalyptus oil. This oil is used at the
present time by very many as a popular prophylactic against influenza.
Some of the other terebintllinates will produce the same effect but to a

L much less marked extent.
INCOME TAX.

M D.-(1) A medical practitioner can deduct part of tllc renlt of Isis liouse,
on the ground that it is used for professional purposes. (2) The profits
from a resident patient or lodger are assessable, and must be added to
tle year's income. Tlle profit, of course, cousists only of what remains
after the deduction of all expenses connected witli tile inmate. If any
doubt remains as to the amount under (1) aild (2), particulars might be
sent to the Income Tax Repayment Agency, 25, Colville Terrace, Powis
Square, London, W., whlo will advise as to what are allowable deduc-
tions and what are not.

NIGHT TERRORS.
IN reply to aquestion as to tile cause and prevention of niglit terrors,
published some time ago, " Machaon " writes to say that ill tlle case of
is own son it was proved conclusively, though only after she had been

dismissed, that the terrors were due to the conduct of the nurse. Slie
told the child stories of evil creatures coming in the dark to carry ifim
away, and even donned a white sheet lierself to act the part.

Dr. H. Oliphant Nicholson (Kirkealdy) writes to express the opiilion
tllat the fear whiclh many children have of being left alone in the dai k
should be respected; kind treatment, a light, and the near presence of
an attendant will reassure the child and lielp it to grow out of the fear.
whereas harsh treatment will probably tend to intensify tise fear, , n I
produce attacks of genuine night terrors. He points out that amo,ig
writers on the subject great difference of opinion exists as to the im-
portance of digestive disturbances in the production of night terrors,
and refers to the classification by Silbermann and Baginsky into:
(1) idiopathic cases due to transitory hlallucinations of siglit occurring

in higlhly excitable children; and (2) symiiptomatic occurring in strong,
robust subjects, and always due to digestive disorders. The occasional
association of night terrors with epilepsy and nocturnal enuresis
slhould be borne in minid. Cases lhave been reported in which removal
of enlarged tonsils has effected a cure. Quinine has beeni of use in
somiie cases, and in excitablc children bromide of potassiumii.

NOTES, LErTERS, Etc.

THE LIvrnRPOOL SANITARY DEPARTMENT.
DR. J. STOPFORD TAYLOR (Al. 0. H. Liverpool) writes, with reference to a
paragraplh in the letter of our Special Correspondent in Liverpool, pub-
lished in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of December 23rd, 1893, to say
thlat the statementstherein made that Dr. E. W. Hope is Deputy Medi-
cal Officer of Healtlh, and has for years more and more disciharged tllc
duties of Medical Officer are incorrect.

GREAT FECUNDITY.
DR. W. BLACKWOOD, L.R.C.P.&S.E. (Bridgetoni, Glasgow) writes: I amii
attending a Mrs. L., who was confined of three boys and a girl on Dc-
cember 30th, one boy stillborn; all at full time. The stillbirth had onlv
been a few days dead. Tlle two boys were born first, then placenta, to
wliichl tlley were attached, then the dead foetus and the girl attached to
a second placenta. The motlher is doing well. A boy died on January
1st, and the girl on January 2nd. The mother has had thirteen chil-
dren at seveni births, having had twinis three times. She is 32 years
old, miiarried ten years.

A COLOUR TEST.
MISTRESS AND NURSEMAID.-" I wish, Susan, that when -you give baby a
bath you would be careful to ascertain whether the water is at the
proper temperature. Use the thermometer." "Ohi, that's all right
inum, I can do without the tlermometor. If babyturns red the water's
too hot, if it turns blue the water's too cold. I can always tell licely
that way."

ELECTRICAL EUTHANASIA.
ELECTRICITY is n1ow being utilised for killing homeless dogs and cats at
Hartford, Connecticut, U.S.A. In the rear of the police station there is
a cage just large enough for a dog to stand in, fitted up with electrical
connections. The fore feet of the animal rest upon one electrode and
his hind feet upon another, and when he is in position an electric cur-
reit is switched on and he is put to death on the same priilciple as
criiminals are ceecuted.

THE DANGERS OF THE LONG RECTAL TuBE.
A C)RRESPONDENT recently addressed to us a question with regard to
the value and safety of the long rectal tnbe. Mr. Harrison Cripps, to
wlhom we referred the question, has favoured us with the followinig
observations:-
Traditions die hard, and notwitlistandinig the condemnation of the

long rectal tube by Brodie, Treves, and many other eminent autho-
rities, I still find that in most cases of obstruction or supposed obstruc-
tioln the tube lhas been introduced. Fortunately these tubes are
fairly soft, so that in a capacious rectum, when they impinge, and are
arrested about opposite the promontory of the sacrum, they simply
coil up and do 1o harm. If stiffer ones are used the patient's life is
placed in imminent risk. A patient at St. Bartholomew's Hospital was
to be operated on for ruptured perineum. In order to increase the
supposed efficacy of the injection, a quart of soap and water, witlh
some ounces of oil, were injected by means of a long tube. The injec-
tion never returned. A few hours afterwards, owing to the acute
symptolmis of the patient, I assisted one of my colleagues in opening
the abdomnen. The soap anid water and oil we found in the abdominal
cavity, and a hole below a reduplicated fold in the upper part of the
rectum. The patient died. The idea that these tubes can be generally
passed into and beyond the sigmoid flexure is a pure delusion, save in
tlle rarest circumstances. As a means of diagnosis, or of treating
strictures beyond the reach of the finger, tubes of any kind are abso-
lutely useless. If a stricture is actually present, it would be 100 to 1
against the long tube or bougie entering it, for it would almost cer-
tainly catclh in the cul de -ac, generally caused by the invagination of
tlle stricture. If a stricture be not present, the arrest of the bougie by
tlhe sacral promontory leads to delusive diagnosis. Brodie, in his lec-
tures, alludes to a case in which a worthy practitioner lhad spent over
15o lhours in dilating a supposed stricture situated high up. The treat-
ment had extended over a period of a year. Brodie, who was presenit
at the post-mortem examination, found there was no sign of a stricture,
the bougie becoming arrested by the curve of the sacrum.

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AT ROME.
THE Rev. Heury S. Lunn, who has had considerable experience in the
organisation of co-operative travel, has ar-ranged for a tour to Rome at
the time of the International MIedical Congress. The cost of tlle tour
going to Rome id .Dover, Ostend, BAle, Lucerne, Milan, and Geneva,
and returning vid Florence, Strassburg, Ostend, and Dovel, and in-
cluding accommodation in Rome for five days, will be 16 guineas if.the
-ailway journey is made by second class, and 21 guineas if by first class.
Furtlher infol-mation can be obtained from Mr. T. H. Bislhop, Secretary,
5, Endsleigli Gardens, London, N.W.

CORRECTION.-Thc proper title of Dr. Kniiglht's thesis, reviewed in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of December 23rd, 18.93, is Movable IKidney
and Intermitting Hydronephrosis.
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