
 

 
BMJ in the News is a weekly digest of BMJ stories, plus any other news about the company                  
that has appeared in the national and a selection of English-speaking international            
media. 
 
This week’s (4-10 Dec) highlights: 
 

● The Economic Times published an interview with Peter Ashman about BMJ India 
activities and the highlights of the 2017 BMJ South Asia Awards. 

● The BMJ study on traffic pollution and its effects on the health of unborn babies 
generated national and international headlines, including The New York Times, The 
Guardian, and The Times of India. 

● An editorial published in BMJ Sexual and Reproductive Health on revised trainee 
guidelines to permit full spectrum of ‘conscientious objection’ was covered by national 
and international outlets, such as Medscape, The Independent and Brinkwire. 

● Two separate papers published in The BMJ and BMJ Open on inadequate 
regulatory processes for vaginal mesh products generated headlines including, Sky 
News, CTV News, and The Independent. 

 
 
BMJ 
 
What really drives BMJ as an organisation, is our vision for a healthier world : Peter Ashman 
- ET Healthworld 04/12/2017 
Ships, planes, trains, cars . . . and motion sickness – why do we get it and can we avoid it? - 
The Irish Times 0512/2017 

 
BMJ South Asia Awards (continued coverage) 

City surgeon represents country at BMJ awards - The Tribune 06/12/2017 

 

The BMJ 

Research: Traffic pollution putting unborn babies’ health at risk, warn experts 
 
Air pollution harm to unborn babies may be global health catastrophe, warn doctors - The 
Guardian 05/12/2017 
Air Pollution May Harm Babies Even Before They Are Born - The New York Times 
05/12/2017 

https://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry/what-really-drives-bmj-as-an-organisation-is-our-vision-for-a-healthier-world-peter-ashman/61910538
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/health-family/ships-planes-trains-cars-and-motion-sickness-why-do-we-get-it-and-can-we-avoid-it-1.3307039
http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/ludhiana/city-surgeon-represents-country-at-bmj-awards/508815.html
http://www.bmj.com/content/359/bmj.j5299
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/05/air-pollution-harm-to-unborn-babies-may-be-global-health-catastrophe-warn-doctors
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/05/well/family/air-pollution-may-harm-babies-even-before-they-are-born.html


 

Traffic Pollution In London Is Putting Unborn Babies’ Health At Risk, Warn Experts - 
HuffPost UK 06/12/2017 

Also covered by: The Sun, Independent i, The National, Daily Express, Evening Standard, 
Imperial College London, iNews, Metro (London), ITV News, WebMD Boots, Medical News 
Bulletin, LocalGov, ITV News London, EcoWatch , Financial Express, The Indian Express, 
Week Facts, Daily Mirror, The Times of India, Truth-Out, Governance Now, The Wire, 
IFLScience 
 
 
Research: Screening has had “little impact” on falling breast cancer deaths in the 
Netherlands 
 
Widespread screening for breast cancer didn't do much to save women's lives, study finds - 
Los Angeles Times 05/12/2017 
Widespread screening for breast cancer does little to save women's lives, study finds - The 
Sydney Morning Herald 06/12/2017 
Breast cancer screening didn’t do much to save women’s lives, study finds - San Francisco 
Chronicle 06/12/2017 

Also covered by: TIME, Science Daily 

 
Analysis: Inadequate regulation for vaginal mesh products has exposed women to 
unnecessary harms, warn experts 
 
'Inadequate' vaginal mesh regulations put women at risk, warn experts - Sky News 
07/12/2017 
Women harmed because vaginal mesh regulation 'not fit for purpose' - The Guardian 
06/12/2017 
Inadequate Vaginal Mesh Regulation Exposed Women To ‘Unnecessary Harms’, Warn 
Experts - HuffPost UK 07/12/2017 

 
Also covered by: The Independent, iNews, Daily Mail, CTV News (Canada), Medical 
Xpress 

 
Editorial: Leading doctors back legal action to force UK government to cut carbon 
emissions 
 
Top doctors back legal action against Government on carbon emissions - South Wales 
Argus 08/12/2017 
 
Continued coverage for Vitamin D in pregnancy: 
Calls for further trials on vitamin D effect in pregnancy - Times of Malta.com 04/12/2017 
 
Other coverage included: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/traffic-pollution-pregnant-woman-risk_uk_5a269994e4b0f9f0203f288f
http://www.bmj.com/content/359/bmj.j5224
http://www.bmj.com/content/359/bmj.j5224
http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-breast-cancer-screening-20171205-story.html
http://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/health-and-wellbeing/widespread-screening-for-breast-cancer-does-little-to-save-womens-lives-study-finds-20171206-gzztwk.html
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Breast-cancer-screening-didn-t-do-much-to-save-12411067.php
http://www.bmj.com/content/359/bmj.j5515
http://www.bmj.com/content/359/bmj.j5515
https://news.sky.com/story/inadequate-vaginal-mesh-regulations-put-women-at-risk-warn-experts-11159432
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/dec/06/woman-great-harm-due-loopholes-vaginal-mesh-regulation
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/inadequate-regulation-for-vaginal-mesh-has-exposed-women-to-unnecessary-harms-warn-experts_uk_5a27feeee4b044d167265ed1
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/inadequate-regulation-for-vaginal-mesh-has-exposed-women-to-unnecessary-harms-warn-experts_uk_5a27feeee4b044d167265ed1
http://www.bmj.com/content/355/bmj.i5245/rr-9
http://www.bmj.com/content/355/bmj.i5245/rr-9
http://www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/national/15710204.Top_doctors_back_legal_action_against_Government_on_carbon_emissions/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171204/health-fitness/Calls-for-further-trials-on-vitamin-D-effect-in-pregnancy.664818


 

New research links high sugar diets to increased risk of heart disease - Diabates.co.uk 
04/12/2017 
Type 3c Diabetes Often Misdiagnosed as Type 2 Diabetes - Medical News Bulletin 
04/12/2017 
Pressure grows for Medsafe to ban transvaginal mesh in NZ - New Zealand Doctor 
05/12/2017 
Doctor bodies demand action against SDM Zainapora - Rishing Kashmir 05/12/2017 
New device aims to sniff out skin cancer from cell phone - Stuff.co.nz 06/12/2017  
Risk for Prosthetic Joint Infection, Surgical Revision After Total Joint Arthroplasty in RA- 
Rheumatology Advisor 05/12/2017 
Red meat tied to 9 diseases - The Telegraph India 06/12/2017 
The Gluten-Free Craze: Should You Join In? - Minnesota Monthly 05/12/2017 
Inexpensive Supplement Combats Breast Cancer Death Risk - Newsmax 05/12/2017 
ATRIAL FIBRILLATION : NEW ANTICOAGULANTS MORE EFFECTIVE, AND 
SOMETIMES MORE ECONOMIC - The Siver Times 06/12/2017 
Alzheimer's risk 'falls by 11% for every year spent in education': Scientists believe 'complex 
thinking' helps build reserve that wards off the disease - Daily Mail + Scottish Daily Mail 
07/12/2017 
Also covered by: Insider Car News, Independent Online (South Africa), Zenopa.com 
 
How Many Deaths Worldwide are Caused by Pollution? - Medical News Bulletin 06/12/2017 
Comment: Socialism and truth about Zane - The Socialist 06/12/2017 
Notsensibles guitarist Stephen Hartley writes book, Painting Snails, about remarkable life - 
Lancashire Telegraph 0712/2017 
New Study Shows Use of Certain Antipsychotics Nearly Triple the Risk of Major 
Cardiovascular Events - Mental Health Industry Watchdog 07/12/2017 
Tony Garrett, tobacco industry leader, 1918-2017 - Financial Times 08/12/2017 
Would you want a doctor convicted of manslaughter to care for YOUR child? How the 
colleagues of Dr Bawa-Garba who made fatal blunders in case of boy, six, want her to return 
to work - Daily Mail + Scottish Daily Mail 08/12/2017 
Do Statins for High Cholesterol Decrease Deaths from Heart Disease? - Medical News 
Bulletin 08/12/2017 
Good news: A microwaved egg can’t permanently damage your hearing - Popular Science 
08/12/2017 
CHINESE AND INDIAN TOILET REVOLUTIONS LOOK TO SINGAPORE’S BOTTOM LINE 
- South China Morning Post 09/12/2017 
How much whole grain is in that product? GoodMills creates an index to tell consumers - 
Food Dive 07/12/2017 
Google Doodle On Robert Koch: Know The Founder Of Modern Bacteriology - NDTV 
10/12/2017 
Obama’s right, women are superior to men. Let me count the ways … - The Guardian 
06/12/2017  
Cuts to Isle of Wight sexual health services are the worst in England    Isle of Wight County 
Press 10/12/17 
Can Brain Surgery Reduce Seizures in Children? - Medical News Bulletin 10/12/2017 

 
JOURNALS 
 
British Journal of Sports Medicine 
 

http://www.diabetes.co.uk/news/2017/dec/new-research-links-high-sugar-diets-to-increased-risk-of-heart-disease-97854493.html
https://www.medicalnewsbulletin.com/type-3c-diabetes-misdiagnosed/
https://www.nzdoctor.co.nz/article/news/pressure-grows-medsafe-ban-transvaginal-mesh-nz
http://risingkashmir.com/news/doctor-bodies-demand-action-against-sdm-zainapora
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/99415982/new-device-aims-to-sniff-out-skin-cancer-from-cell-phone
http://www.rheumatologyadvisor.com/rheumatoid-arthritis/risk-for-prosthetic-joint-infection-death-surgical-revision-in-rheumatoid-arthritis-vs-osteoarthritis/article/711321/
https://www.telegraphindia.com/health/signs-of-brain-shrinkagered-meat-tied-to-9-diseasescut-endometriosis-risk-191258
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/Blogs/Taste-Blog/The-Gluten-Free-Craze-Should-You-Join/
https://www.newsmax.com/health/health-news/nac-supplement-breast-cancer/2017/12/05/id/829989/
https://sivertimes.com/atrial-fibrillation-new-anticoagulants-more-effective-and-sometimes-more-economic/77917
https://sivertimes.com/atrial-fibrillation-new-anticoagulants-more-effective-and-sometimes-more-economic/77917
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-5154129/Alzheimers-falls-11-year-spent-education.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-5154129/Alzheimers-falls-11-year-spent-education.html
https://www.medicalnewsbulletin.com/deaths-worldwide-caused-pollution/
http://www.socialistparty.org.uk/issue/974/26597/06-12-2017/comment-socialism-and-truth-about-zane
http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/leisure/features_lancashiretelegraph/15707470.From_punk_rock_to_punk_doc___Notsensibles_guitarist_Stephen_Hartley_writes_book_about_his_remarkable_life/
http://news.cchrint.org/2017/12/07/antipsychotics-nearly-triple-the-risk-of-major-cardiovascular-events/
http://news.cchrint.org/2017/12/07/antipsychotics-nearly-triple-the-risk-of-major-cardiovascular-events/
https://www.ft.com/content/973b663c-dbf2-11e7-a039-c64b1c09b482
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5161231/Would-want-manslaughter-doctor-care-child.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5161231/Would-want-manslaughter-doctor-care-child.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5161231/Would-want-manslaughter-doctor-care-child.html
https://www.medicalnewsbulletin.com/statins-high-cholesterol-deaths-heart-disease/
https://www.popsci.com/microwaved-egg-explosion-damage-hearing
http://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/2123157/chinese-and-indian-toilet-revolutions-look-singapores-bottom-line
https://www.fooddive.com/news/how-much-whole-grain-is-in-that-product-goodmills-creates-an-index-to-tell/512122/
https://www.ndtv.com/education/robert-koch-google-doodle-know-the-founder-of-modern-bacteriology-bacteriologist-microbiologist-1785842
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/dec/06/obama-women-superior-men-washing-up-driving-patriarchy
http://www.iwcp.co.uk/news/news/Cuts-to-Isle-of-Wight-sexual-health-services-are-the-worst-in-England-317406.aspx
https://www.medicalnewsbulletin.com/brain-surgery-reduce-seizures-children/


 

Editorial: Proposal to disregard athletics world records prior to 2005: a radical and 
misjudged initiative 
 
Ditch plan to disregard all athletic world records before 2005, urge experts   Science Daily 
08/12/17 
 
Also covered by: La RazÓn (Spain) 
 
How to cure a hangover quick: Get rid of a headache and nausea with THIS food    Daily 
Express 09/12/17 
 
David Moyes aims to keep Chelsea guessing   Brace the hammer 08/12/17 
 
Does cholesterol still count?  Caledonian Record 07/12/17 
 
Faulty positioning in rugby tackles boosts injury risk   Business Insider 07/12/17 
 
How to Tell If You’re in Shape, Even if Your Workouts Have Slipped   Pop Culture 06/12/17 
 
A scary tackle safety study, and what is Activate?   The 1014 05/12/17 
 
 
BMJ Sexual & Reproductive Health 
 
Editorial: Conscientious objection in sexual and reproductive health - a guideline that 
respects diverse views but emphasises patients’ right 

CMF praises 'climb-down' allowing UK medics religious exemption from contraception 
prescription    Christian Today 08/12/17  
Revised trainee guidelines permit full spectrum of 'conscientious objection'   Medical Xpress 
07/12/17 
UK Expands Conscientious Objections in New Training Guides   Medscape 10/12/17 
 
Also covered by: The Independent, Brinkwire 
 
Southern Africa: Signed, Sealed, Delivered - Why Abortion-By-Mail Services Are Spreading 
All Africa.com 08/12/17 
 
BMJ Open 
 
Research: Trials of transvaginal mesh devices for pelvic organ prolapse: a systematic 
database review of the US FDA approval process 
 
Vaginal mesh scandal leads to call for UK register of invasive medical devices    iNews 
07/12/17 
Most Transvaginal Mesh Devices Were Approved With Little Evidence   MedPage Today 
07/12/17 
Women harmed because vaginal mesh regulation 'not fit for purpose'   The Guardian 
06/12/17 
 
Also covered by: Medical Xpress, The Independent, Science Daily 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/12/171207214222.htm
https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/life/889913/hangover-cure-food-get-rid-drink
https://bracethehammer.sbnation.com/2017/12/8/16750688/david-moyes-aims-to-keep-chelsea-guessing
http://www.caledonianrecord.com/features/health/health-watch-does-cholesterol-still-count/article_af27d95a-020b-5c99-b982-7df26d5b8099.html
http://uk.businessinsider.com/r-faulty-positioning-in-rugby-tackles-boosts-injury-risk-2017-12
http://popculture.com/lifestyle/2017/12/05/how-to-tell-if-you-re-in-shape-even-if-your-workouts-have-slippe/
http://the1014.com/a-scary-tackle-safety-study-and-what-is-activate/
https://www.christiantoday.com/article/cmf-praises-climb-down-allowing-uk-medics-religious-exemption-from-contraception-prescription/120938.htm
https://www.christiantoday.com/article/cmf-praises-climb-down-allowing-uk-medics-religious-exemption-from-contraception-prescription/120938.htm
https://www.christiantoday.com/article/cmf-praises-climb-down-allowing-uk-medics-religious-exemption-from-contraception-prescription/120938.htm
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-12-trainee-guidelines-full-spectrum-conscientious.html
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/889848
http://allafrica.com/stories/201712080559.html
https://inews.co.uk/essentials/news/health/vaginal-mesh-scandal-uk-register-devices/
https://www.medpagetoday.com/obgyn/generalobgyn/69741
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/dec/06/woman-great-harm-due-loopholes-vaginal-mesh-regulation


 

 
The baldness and the grey hair increases the risk of cardiovascular disease. Thanks, mom  
The Siver Times 06/12/17 
Nigeria: Why Bald Men Are At Greater Risk or Having a Heart Disease  All Africa.com 
09/12/17 
 
Revealed: How doctors have unlocked the secret to HALVING stillbirths   Daily Mail + 
Scottish Daily Mail 05/12/17 (link unavailable) 
 
The real reason you may have an upset tum  Daily Mail + Scottish Daily Mail 05/12/17  (link 
unavailable)  
 
Which pharma companies are the most transparent with clinical trial data?   MedCity News 
09/12/17 
Clinical Trial Reporting for Pharma-Sponsored Trials Shows Improvement    The Scientist 
05/12/17 
Also in: The Augusta Chronicle, AJMC Managed Markets Network 
 
Pregnancy expert discusses progress for women with severe pregnancy sickness    Medical 
Xpress 08/12/17 
 
Do different drinks affect your mood differently? LabMate 07/12/17 
 
External PR 
One in four England nurses is obese, study warns  Sky News 05/12/17 
Scotland nurses ‘more likely’ to be overweight   The Scotsman 05/12/17 
More than one in four nurses are obese, new study shows  Daily Telegraph 05/12/17 
 
Also covered by: Herald Scotland, The Times + Scotland + Ireland, Daily Mail, The 
Independent, iNews, The Sun, The Guardian (x 2), The Observer, NHS Choices, Brinkwire 
 
Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases 
 
Health benefits of oily fish   The Punch 08/12/17 
 
Higher Monosodium Urate Crystal Depositions With Greater Disease Severity in 
Allopurinol-Treated Gout    Rheumatology Advisor 08/12/17 
 
Psoriatic Arthritis Questionnaire Reliable, Feasible in Clinical Practice   Rheumatology 
Advisor 06/12/17 
 
Low-Dose CT Scans Detect Bone Proliferation in Ankylosing Spondylitis   Rheumatology 
Advisor 04/12/17 
 
BMJ Case Reports 
 
Sudanese asylum seeker perforates his intestine twice after swallowing a ballpoint pen in 
protest    Daily Mail 08/12/17 + NetralNews + Brinkwire 
 
Here are five bizarre accidents that took place during sex   International Business Times 
(India) 04/12/17 

https://sivertimes.com/the-baldness-and-the-grey-hair-increases-the-risk-of-cardiovascular-disease-thanks-mom-3/78698
http://allafrica.com/stories/201712090082.html
https://medcitynews.com/2017/12/pharma-companies-transparent-clinical-data/
https://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/51109/title/Clinical-Trial-Reporting-for-Pharma-Sponsored-Trials-Shows-Improvement/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-12-pregnancy-expert-discusses-women-severe.html
https://www.labmate-online.com/news/mass-spectrometry-and-spectroscopy/41/breaking-news/do-different-drinks-affect-your-mood-differently/44599
https://news.sky.com/story/one-in-four-of-england-nurses-is-obese-study-warns-11156920
https://www.scotsman.com/news/scotland-nurses-more-likely-to-be-overweight-1-4631130
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/12/05/one-four-nurses-obese-new-study-shows/
http://punchng.com/health-benefits-of-oily-fish/
http://www.rheumatologyadvisor.com/gout/monosodium-urate-crystal-depositions-in-patients-with-allopurinol-treated-gout/article/712748/
http://www.rheumatologyadvisor.com/gout/monosodium-urate-crystal-depositions-in-patients-with-allopurinol-treated-gout/article/712748/
http://www.rheumatologyadvisor.com/spondyloarthritis/patient-reported-psa-questionnaire-reliable-and-feasible-in-clinical-practice/article/712391/
http://www.rheumatologyadvisor.com/spondyloarthritis/ankylosing-spondylitis-low-dose-ct-detects-progression-of-bone-formation/article/711307/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-5159445/Sudanese-asylum-seeker-27-swallows-ballpoint-pen.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-5159445/Sudanese-asylum-seeker-27-swallows-ballpoint-pen.html
http://www.ibtimes.co.in/here-are-5-bizarre-accidents-that-took-place-during-sex-751912


 

 
BMJ Quality & Safety 
 
Pharmacists Are Best Suited to Prevent Medication Errors in the Emergency Department  
Pharmacy Times 08/12/17 
Cedars-Sinai pharmacy staff uses data to cut patient drug errors by 80%   Healthdata 
Management 06/12/17 
 
Also in: Life Science Daily, Healthcare Informatics, Health Leaders Media, Medical Xpress 
 
BMJ Open Diabetes Research & Care  
 
Statin therapy in obese patients and the risk of diabetes    The Pharmaceutical Journal 
08/12/17 
 
Hypoglycemia poses danger for women with gestational diabetes observing Ramadan fast 
Healio 07/12/17 
 
Older antiretroviral regimens raise diabetes risk in HIV-positive adults   Healio 04/12/17 
 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
 
Relationship quality affects CVD risk factors in men    Healio 06/12/17 
 
Journal of Neurology Neurosurgery & Psychiatry 
 
Why A PASSIONATE kiss can leave you DEAF  Irish Daily Mail 05/12/17 (print edition) 
 
Marriage May Prevent Dementia   Medscape 05/12/17 
Study Finds Huge Cognitive Benefits to Getting Married   BigThink 06/12/17 
Being single boosts dementia risk  Cosmos 05/12/17 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pharmacytimes.com/news/pharmacists-are-best-suited-to-prevent-medication-errors-in-the-emergency-department
https://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/cedars-sinai-cuts-patient-drug-errors-80-with-pharmacy-staff
http://www.pharmaceutical-journal.com/news-and-analysis/research-briefing/statin-therapy-in-obese-patients-and-the-risk-of-diabetes/20204049.article
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/diabetes/news/in-the-journals/%7B2b11a349-7ec5-46d9-ad9b-4e5804d18d77%7D/hypoglycemia-poses-danger-for-women-with-gestational-diabetes-observing-ramadan-fast
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/diabetes/news/in-the-journals/%7B9574f20d-9d41-476f-963c-5db451633b48%7D/older-antiretroviral-regimens-raise-diabetes-risk-in-hiv-positive-adults
https://www.healio.com/cardiology/chd-prevention/news/online/%7B6b893739-392f-4c71-960a-0c2d3bccefc0%7D/relationship-quality-affects-cvd-risk-factors-in-men
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/889604
http://bigthink.com/design-for-good/are-there-cognitive-benefits-to-getting-married
https://cosmosmagazine.com/society/being-single-boosts-dementia-risk

