
BMJ in the News is a weekly digest of BMJ stories, plus any other news about the company                  
that has appeared in the national and a selection of English-speaking international            
media. 
 
This week’s (16 - 22 Jan) highlights include: 
 
BMJ 
 
BMJ partners with Cochrane Clinical Answers to boost knowledge at the point of care - 
Outsell Industry Headlines / PR Newswire 18/01/2017 
 
The BMJ  
 
Research: Financial ties of principal investigators and RCT outcomes 
 
More than half of drug trials ‘tainted by financial conflicts of interest' - iNews 17/01/2017 
Pharmaceutical industry financial ties linked to 'positive' outcomes in clinical trials for new 
drugs - The Sydney Morning Herald 18/01/2017 
Study raises questions about bias in research of prescription drugs - The Globe and Mail 
19/01/2017 
 
Also covered by the Belfast Telegraph, Cranberra Times, Yahoo News UK, 6minutes, 
iAfrica, Global Times, Yahoo News, CBC News, The New Age, Technology Networks, 
ecancer, MedPage Today, OnMedica, Medscape, Medical Xpress, Medical News Today, 
Health Medicinet, Medical Research News and Interviews, Science Daily  
 
 
Observations: Prohibition enables systematic human rights abuses and undermines 
public health 
Observations: Millions of people are left with untreated pain 
Observations: People who use drugs are denied evidence based treatment 
 
How The War On Drugs Is One Long Human Rights Violation - Vocativ 17/01/2017 
The war on drugs causes massive human rights violations - Medical Xpress 18/01/2017 
War On Drugs Causes Human Rights Violations In Worldwide Scale, Study Says - 
iTechPost 21/01/2017 
 
Think you know everything about... DIETS - Daily Mail 16/01/2017 
 
Hospitals are cancelling 'urgent' cancer operations - The Independent 16/01/2017 
 
Streakers: Why do they do it? Probably because they can, say psychologists - Geelonga 
Advertiser 16/01/2017 
Eating for two won't harm child long term - the Daily Mail  &Scottish Daily Mail 17/01/2017 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/bmj-partners-with-cochrane-clinical-answers-to-boost-knowledge-at-the-point-of-care-300390955.html?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpkbFptWTROemd4T1dNMSIsInQiOiI3ZGFOazZwSXJIXC9wMXZWSlJKQlhEbXRuaGlhWXJUcWN3Y3RMRDYwelZTMHM1OENpenBKckFIcE53TjIxbmZrWmt4NVBIRUYxQStyXC9GbzNWRHZUQlkzZlNpT1wvdnBjUHRZXC9RVXY4UnV4YXlKT2pONVhaNjM4VWFvZVpoa1J6UzcifQ%3D%3D
http://www.bmj.com/content/356/bmj.i6770
https://inews.co.uk/essentials/news/health/drug-trials-bias-tainted-results-outcomes/
http://www.smh.com.au/act-news/pharmaceutical-industry-financial-ties-linked-to-positive-outcomes-in-clinical-trials-for-new-drugs-20170118-gttnpm.html
http://www.smh.com.au/act-news/pharmaceutical-industry-financial-ties-linked-to-positive-outcomes-in-clinical-trials-for-new-drugs-20170118-gttnpm.html
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/health-and-fitness/health/study-raises-questions-about-bias-in-research-of-prescription-drugs/article33667452/
http://www.bmj.com/content/356/bmj.i6586
http://www.bmj.com/content/356/bmj.i6586
http://www.bmj.com/content/355/bmj.i5483
http://www.bmj.com/content/355/bmj.i6613
http://www.vocativ.com/393689/war-on-drugs-human-rights-violation/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-01-war-drugs-massive-human-rights.html
http://www.itechpost.com/articles/76479/20170121/war-drugs-causes-human-rights-violations-worldwide-scale-study.htm
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/hospitals-cancel-cancer-surgery-operations-nhs-winter-crisis-clare-marx-royal-college-surgeons-a7527946.html
http://www.geelongadvertiser.com.au/sport/streakers-why-do-they-do-it-probably-because-they-can-say-psychologists/news-story/d20d325b92e52bbc3d43fc1d83cd12ba
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4126432/Eating-two-WON-T-harm-child-long-term.html


PULLING A SICKIE - The Independent 17/01/2017 
 
Top civil servant investigated after group claims of bullying with one member of staff ‘on the 
verge of a breakdown’ - The Sun   17/01/2017 
 
The right kind of chocolate may be good for you–and your diabetes - Inquirer.net 17/01/2017  
 
6 Incredible Benefits of Asparagus, the Nutrient Powerhouse - NDTV 12/01/2017  
 
Being rude to your doctor could be deadly, study finds - RedOrbit 16/01/2017 
 
Zombies go academic as Kent State University prof explains how infectious diseases spread 
- cleveland.com  16/01/2017 
 
Eating Spicy Food Found to Help You Live Longer - KDWN 17/01/2017 
 
Health: 5 smart steps to preserving brain health - Red Online 17/01/2017 
 
Study: Is government intervention the key to sodium reduction? - Food Dive 19/01/2017 
 
Will an end to sugar quotas undermine a sugar tax? - FoodNavigator.com 19/01/2017 
 
Drinking “Well”: Should You Order the High-end Stuff at a Bar? - Memphis Flyer 19/01/2017 
 
Dr. Zorba Paster: Enjoy life and you may just live longer - Wisconsin State Journal 
20/01/2017 
 
The myth of the male menopause - The Pharmaceutical Journal 20/01/2017 
 
A NEW ANTISEPTIC DISCOVERY - The Times+ The Times Scotland + The Times Ireland 
20/01/2017 
 
Why January can feel like the great depression - Independent i 19/01/2017 
 
Migraines tied to increased stroke risk after surgery - Reuters 18/01/2017 
 
 
JOURNALS  
 
Acupuncture in Medicine 
 
Research: Effect of minimal acupuncture for infantile colic: a multicentre, 
three-armed, single-blind, randomised controlled trial (ACU-COL) 

Colic study stirs prickly debate on acupuncture  -  CNN 17/01/17 
Can acupuncture ease baby colic?  -  BBC News Online 17/01/17 
Will colicky babies benefit from acupuncture?   -  Times of India 17/01/17 

Also covered by:  BBC R4 Today Programme, Daily Mail + Scottish Daily Mail, 
Independent i x 2, Daily Telegraph, The Sun + Irish Sun, Irish Examiner, Huffington Post UK, 
BuzzFeed, The Spectator, Reuters, local UK print coverage, Breaking News ie, TV3.ie, 

http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/why-is-the-norovirus-such-a-huge-problem-for-the-nhs-a7525391.html
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2631442/top-civil-servant-investigated-after-group-claims-of-bullying-with-one-member-of-staff-on-the-verge-of-a-breakdown/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2631442/top-civil-servant-investigated-after-group-claims-of-bullying-with-one-member-of-staff-on-the-verge-of-a-breakdown/
http://lifestyle.inquirer.net/250866/right-kind-chocolate-may-good-diabetes/
http://food.ndtv.com/health/6-incredible-benefits-of-asparagus-the-nutrient-powerhouse-1649301
http://www.redorbit.com/news/health/1113417111/being-rude-to-your-doctor-could-be-deadly-study-finds/
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2017/01/zombies_go_academic_as_kent_state_university_prof_explains_how_infectious_diseases_spread.html
http://kdwn.com/2017/01/17/eating-spicy-food-found-to-help-you-live-longer/
http://www.recordonline.com/news/20170117/health-5-smart-steps-to-preserving-brain-health
http://www.fooddive.com/news/study-is-government-intervention-the-key-to-sodium-reduction/434068/
http://www.foodnavigator.com/Policy/Will-an-end-to-sugar-quotas-undermine-a-sugar-tax
http://www.memphisflyer.com/memphis/drinking-well-should-you-order-the-high-end-stuff-at-a-bar/Content?oid=5188336
http://host.madison.com/wsj/lifestyles/health-med-fit/advice/dr-zorba-paster-enjoy-life-and-you-may-just-live/article_5be22b04-4cf6-5944-b72b-a771f5b41707.html
http://www.pharmaceutical-journal.com/opinion/correspondence/the-myth-of-the-male-menopause/20202149.article
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/a-new-antiseptic-discovery-8zg5sgbvt
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-surgery-migraine-stroke-idUSKBN1522OF
http://aim.bmj.com/content/early/2017/01/03/acupmed-2016-011208.full
http://aim.bmj.com/content/early/2017/01/03/acupmed-2016-011208.full
http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/16/health/baby-acupuncture-colic-study/
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-38641929
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health-news/will-colicky-babies-benefit-from-acupuncture/articleshow/56618588.cms


Business Standard, Economic Times, TIME, Fox News, Philly.com, UPI.com,  local US print 
and broadcast coverage, Herald Sun, Yahoo News, Newshub, The News International, The 
Indian Express, Hindustan Times, CanIndia News, Chandigarh Tribune, Zee News, Deccan 
Chronicle, Samaa TV News (Pakistan), Asian Age, AsiaOne, Channel News Asia, Malay 
Mail Online, South China Morning Post, Shanghai Daily, Rakyat Post, Sahara Samay, Gulf 
Times, NHS Choices, OnMedica, Nursing Times, Doctors Lounge, WebMD, Health24, eMax 
Health, TheHealthSite, Monthly Prescribing Reference, MedPage Today, HealthDay, 
Medical News Today, Medical Research.com, Counsel & Heal, Medical Xpress, Science 
Daily, Live Science Daily, PerfScience, News-Medical.net, MENAFN.com, NT News, Tand 
D.com, OzarksFirst.com, Digital Journal 
 
Sexually Transmitted Infections 
 
Research: A double edged sword: does highly active antiretroviral therapy contribute 
to syphilis incidence by impairing immunity to Treponema pallidum ? 
 
Risky behaviour not only cause of syphilis outbreaks, new study proposes  -CBC Canada 
17/01/17 
Better HIV treatment 'could be driving up syphilis rates by eliminating the fear factor', study 
claims - Daily Mail 16/01/17 
Can HIV drugs boost syphilis risk? - Philly.com 16/01/17 

Also covered by:  Vancouver Sun, Montreal Gazette, MetroNews Canada, Canada News, 
The Guardian (Canada), International Business Times UK, Business Standard, PinkNews, 
News-medical.net, Health.com, WebMD, OnMedica, Doctors Lounge, Pharmaceutical 
Journal, Specialty Pharmacy Times, HealthDay, Medical Xpress, Care2.com, Counsel & 
Heal, Times LIVE, Medical Xpress, RD News Now, Medical Research.com, The Inquistr, 
extensive local US print coverage, iTech Post, Straight.com, Medical Research.com, 
Newswise, SowetanLIVE, Daiji World 
 

Tobacco Control 
 
Commentary: Die Another Day, James Bond’s smoking over six decades  
 
James Bond film analysis shows marked decrease in smoking -  Sydney Morning Herald 
17/01/17 
It's not the vodka Martinis you should worry about: Watching James Bond could turn you into 
a SMOKER - Daily Mail 17/01/17 
The spy who quit? Lovers keep James Bond passive smoking risk up  - Business World 
Online 17/01/17 

Also covered by:  The Guardian, Daily Mirror, iNews, Irish Medical Times, The National, 
International Business Times UK,  Yahoo News, Business Standard, Straits Times, Japan 
Today, Star Online (Malaysia), Siasat Daily,  India Times.com, India Live Today, New 
Kerala, ANI News, Canberra Times, The Age, New Zealand Herald, Stuff.co.nz, CTV,  Mirror 
Daily, Fox News, Newsroom America, Forbes Advocate, US News & World Report, Stock 

http://sti.bmj.com/content/early/2016/11/30/sextrans-2016-052870
http://sti.bmj.com/content/early/2016/11/30/sextrans-2016-052870
http://sti.bmj.com/content/early/2016/11/30/sextrans-2016-052870
http://sti.bmj.com/content/early/2016/11/30/sextrans-2016-052870
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/risky-behaviour-not-only-cause-225352626.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-4125530/HIV-treatment-makes-patients-susceptible-syphilis.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-4125530/HIV-treatment-makes-patients-susceptible-syphilis.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/health/topics/HealthDay718665_20170116_Can_HIV_Drugs_Boost_Syphilis_Risk_.html
http://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2017/01/04/tobaccocontrol-2016-053426.full
http://ww.smh.com.au/national/health/james-bond-film-analysis-shows-marked-decrease-in-smoking-20170115-gtrrlk.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-4127890/Watching-James-Bond-tempt-smoke.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-4127890/Watching-James-Bond-tempt-smoke.html
http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=&title=the-spy-who-quit-lovers-keep-james-bond-passive-smoking-risk-up&id=139230


News USA, Newshub, Newser,  GMA News, News-Medical.net,  Health.com, The Inquirer, 
Popular Science, LiveScience, Science Daily, Medical Xpress, Latinos Health, Newspoint 
Africa, Daily Nation, Times LIVE, Sputnik International, University Herald, Tand D.com, 
Star2.com, Global Times 
 
Are ‘natural’ cigarette smokers being misled?  - Reuters US 20/01/17 
 
Thorax 
 
Editorial: Climate change and lung health — a challenge for  a new President  
 
Respiratory physicians to Trump: Want to make America great again? Then deal with 
climate change  - HealthDesk 20/01/17 (in Italian) 
 
Study links processed meats to asthma symptoms in adults -  Safety + Health Magazine 
17/0/117 
Processed meats damage lung function  - eMax Health 18/01/17 
 
Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases 
 
TNF-Inhibitors Decrease Risk of Myocardial Infarction in Rheumatoid Arthritis Patients   - 
Specialty Pharmacy Times 16/01/17 
 
Targeting IL-12/23 Fails in RA  -  MedPage Today 17/01/17 
 
BMJ Global Health 
 
A ban on foreign tobacco investment in India will affect Philip Morris -  Forbes 20/01/17 
Also in Reuters, Free Observer 
 
BMJ Open 
 
Ruby Warrington: Never mind January, could you go dry for ever? - New Zealand Herald 
22/01/17  
Also in Mail on Sunday and Scottish Mail on Sunday 
 
Dementia 'made worse by ward changes at hospital'  - Daily Mirror 19/01/17 (print only) 
Health system not fit for people with dementia  -  Medical Xpress 19/01/17 
Shifting dementia patients between wards can speed up their decline  - Daily Mirror 18/01/17 
 
Antidepressants in pregnancy linked to heightened risk of birth defects - OnMedica 19/01/17 
Also in:  Science Daily, Pharmacy Times, Business Standard, MedicalResearch.com 
 
BMJ Quality & Safety 
 
Running out of patience  - The Kathmandu Post 20/01/17 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-tobacco-additives-idUKKBN1542J0
http://thorax.bmj.com/content/early/2017/01/19/thoraxjnl-2017-209978.full
http://www.healthdesk.it/prevenzione/pneumologi-trump-vuoi-america-nuovo-grande-occupati-cambiamenti-climatici
http://www.healthdesk.it/prevenzione/pneumologi-trump-vuoi-america-nuovo-grande-occupati-cambiamenti-climatici
http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/15177-study-links-processed-meats-to-asthma-symptoms-in-adults
http://www.newsmax.com/health/droz/nitrates-asthma-hot-dogs-droz/2017/01/18/id/769184/
http://www.specialtypharmacytimes.com/news/tnf-inhibitors-decrease-risk-of-myocardial-infarction-in-rheumatoid-arthritis-patients
http://www.medpagetoday.com/rheumatology/arthritis/62562
http://www.forbes.com/sites/greatspeculations/2017/01/20/a-ban-on-foreign-tobacco-investment-in-india-will-affect-philip-morris/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/health-wellbeing/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501238&objectid=11786778
http://durrants.net/r/dOK5F8
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-01-health-people-dementia-chronic-conditions.html
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shifting-dementia-patients-between-hospital-9646722
https://www.onmedica.com/newsarticle.aspx?id=ff8b0e5a-e1d7-47ec-a941-4b129b6d8e27
http://kathmandupost.ekantipur.com/news/2017-01-22/running-out-of-patience-20170122083109.html


Medical culture encourages doctors to avoid admitting mistakes -  STAT 12/01/17 
 
British Journal of Sports Medicine 
 
Olympic athletes have heart problems too -  GMA News 20/01/17 
Also in: Reuters, NewsMax 
 
The 20 minute stair workout you can do anywhere  -  Men’s Journal  20/01/17 
 
US high school soccer concussions on the rise  -  Scientific American  18/01/17 
US high school soccer concussions on the rise – Reuters -  Sportal (India) 16/01/17 
Also in: Reuters 
 
More evidence to support low carb high fat diet -  6Minutes 17/01/17 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
 
Failing to take multivitamins during pregnancy could set child back a year in school, study 
suggests - Daily Telegraph 16/01/17 
 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
 
Disadvantaged women at greater risk of heart attack than men -  19/01/17 
Riddle of disadvantaged women and MI risk  -  6Minutes 19/01/17 
Poverty harder on women’s hearts, research shows   - Arizona Daily Star 19/01/17 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
 
Activists call for euthanizing patients and harvesting their organs  -   Life.com 16/01/17 
 
Journal of Neurology Neurosurgery & Psychiatry 
 
Multiple sclerosis patients may improve working memory and brain connectivity through 
magnetic stimulation    Bel Marra Health   18/01/17 
 
These are the top 5 jobs that cause 5 types of cancer - Yahoo Health    19/01/17 
 

Occupational & Environmental Medicine 
 
Construction workers still at high risk for strains and sprains -  Reuters UK 16/01/17 
 
Postgraduate Medical Journal  

Bale, Doneen launch 2017 OraVital webinars on periodontal and oral-systemic health - 
Dentistry IQ 19/01/2017 

 

https://www.statnews.com/2017/01/13/medical-errors-doctors/
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/596488/lifestyle/healthandwellness/olympic-athletes-have-heart-problems-too
http://www.mensjournal.com/health-fitness/articles/the-20-minute-stair-workout-you-can-do-anywhere-w461982
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/u-s-high-school-soccer-concussions-on-the-rise/
http://www.sportal.co.in/football/us-high-school-soccer-concussions-on-the-rise-reuters/
http://www.6minutes.com.au/news/latest-news/more-evidence-to-support-low-carb-high-fat-diet
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/2017/01/16/failing-take-multivitamins-pregnancy-could-set-child-back-year/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/2017/01/16/failing-take-multivitamins-pregnancy-could-set-child-back-year/
http://www.onmedica.com/newsArticle.aspx?id=7a8ba822-a11b-402c-a23b-05d9d1252506
http://www.6minutes.com.au/news/latest-news/riddle-of-disadvantaged-women-and-mi-risk
http://tucson.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/poverty-harder-on-women-s-hearts-research-shows/article_52792680-4b61-55a9-9f7c-b0577642d72f.html
http://www.lifenews.com/2017/01/16/activists-call-for-euthanizing-patients-and-harvesting-their-organs/
http://www.belmarrahealth.com/multiple-sclerosis-patients-improve-working-memory-brain-connectivity-magnetic-stimulation/
http://www.belmarrahealth.com/multiple-sclerosis-patients-improve-working-memory-brain-connectivity-magnetic-stimulation/
https://www.yahoo.com/beauty/these-are-the-top-5-jobs-that-cause-5-types-of-cancer-171902872.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-ergonomics-construction-worker-idUSKBN150243
http://www.dentistryiq.com/articles/2017/01/bale-doneen-launch-2017-oravital-webinars-on-periodontal-health-seminars.html

