
BMJ in the News is a weekly digest of BMJ stories, plus any other news about the                 
company that has appeared in the national and a selection of English-speaking            
international media. 
 
This week’s (30 Nov-6 Dec) highlights include: 

 

The BMJ  

 
Patient Partnership Initiative  
 
Does your doctor listen when you talk? & Here’s how patients can take a larger part in 
their own care  (The BMJ is leading the way in patient involvement) – The Washington 
Post 30/11/2015 
 
 
Overdiagnosis  
 
Fiona Godlee and Robert Lechler from the Academy of Medical Sciences discuss the use 
of medicines to prevent - rather than just treat - disease on The Today Programme. 
Listen here from 1:46 mins.  

 
Investigation: India’s “health camps”: the drug rep will see you now 

'Drug cos use health camps to push sales' - the Times of India 03/12/2015 
Sales reps testing patients at 'free health camps' in India - Economic Times 03/12/2015 
Know Who's Testing You at the Free Health Camp? It Could Be a Layman - NDTV 
03/12/2015 

Also covered by New Kerala, Asian Scientist Magazine, Drug Discovery & Development 
Economy Lead, ANINEWS, The Siasat Daily, TheHealthSite, Medical Xpress, Science 
Codex, Zee News and Free Press Journal. 

  

Analysis: Downsizing: policy options to reduce portion sizes to help tackle 
obesity 

Obesity: Selling smaller food portions could solve crisis, say scientists - the Independent 
02/12/2015 
How to reduce Britain's growing obesity problem – serve meals on smaller plates, insists 
study - Western Daily Press 03/12/2015  
Reduce Serving Sizes to Fight Obesity, Experts Say - MedPage Today 03/12/2015 

Also covered by The Times, The Times Ireland & The Times Scotland, the Daily Mail & 
Scottish Daily Mail, the Sun, Independent i, South China Morning Post, New Zealand 
Doctor Online, SBS, Rochdale Online, Economy Lead, NDTV, Health Newsline, 
Anandabazar, Science Codex, Medical Daily, Medical Xpress, Medical News Today, 
FoodNavigator-USA.com, ANINEWS, The Hans India, Big News Network.com, Business 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/does-your-doctor-listen-when-you-talk/2015/11/30/a148a88a-6ad2-11e5-b31c-d80d62b53e28_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/heres-how-patients-can-take-a-larger-part-in-their-own-care/2015/11/30/e4657544-6ad2-11e5-b31c-d80d62b53e28_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/heres-how-patients-can-take-a-larger-part-in-their-own-care/2015/11/30/e4657544-6ad2-11e5-b31c-d80d62b53e28_story.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06qv3zg
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h6413
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Drug-cos-use-health-camps-to-push-sales/articleshow/50018895.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/healthcare/sales-reps-testing-patients-at-free-health-camps-in-india/articleshow/50027367.cms
http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/know-whos-testing-you-at-the-free-health-camp-it-could-be-a-layman-1250747
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h5863
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h5863
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/obesity-selling-smaller-food-portions-could-solve-crisis-say-scientists-a6757781.html
http://www.westerndailypress.co.uk/reduce-Britain-s-growing-obesity-problem-ndash/story-28286845-detail/story.html
http://www.westerndailypress.co.uk/reduce-Britain-s-growing-obesity-problem-ndash/story-28286845-detail/story.html
http://www.medpagetoday.com/Endocrinology/Obesity/54986


Standard, Latinos Health, eMaxHealth , NEWS.com.au & extensive local newspaper 
coverage in Australia. 

 
Cardiologist Aseem Malhotra mentions an analysis on statins published in The BMJ 
- BBC 1 Breakfast (link unavailable) 05/12/2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing coverage for the obstetrics/weekend paper  

Study on weekend death rate in delivery wards sparks controversy - Yahoo News Canada 
(blog) 04/12/2015 
Study into deaths of babies born at weekend ‘raises questions for NHS’ says Rosie 
midwife - Cambridge News 03/12/2015 
Giving Birth on a Weekend Could Be Really Bad - Good House Keeping 02/11/2015 
Would our babies have lived if they hadn't been born at the weekend? - the Daily Mail 
04/12/2015 
 
How much healthcare policy is based on evidence? - The Guardian 01/12/2015 

Junior doctors contract: Jeremy Hunt accused of 'lying' over weekend mortality - BBC 
News 03/12/2015 

Chemsex review: 'seriously sobering' - the Daily Telegraph 03/12/2015 

Junior Doctors strike: Why unprecedented number of trainee medics REALLY want to 
walk out - the Daily Express 30/11/2015 

Significant problems with Ranjit Chandra's research, says now-released MUN report - 
CBC News 02/12/2015 

European folic acid recommendations have not reduced birth defects -  The 
Pharmaceutical Journal 02/11/2015 

Advisory Committee's Violations Of Federal Law Threaten Credibility Of 2015 Dietary 
Guidelines  - Forbes 03/12/2015 

 20 People Now Own As MuchWealth as Half of All Americans - the Nation 03/12/2015 

Unlikely perk of prison life: Free, speedy TB treatment - Mail & Guardian 03/12/2015 

https://ca.news.yahoo.com/blogs/dailybrew/study-on-weekend-death-rate-in-delivery-wards-sparks-controversy-205733672.html
http://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/Study-deaths-babies-born-weekend-8216-raises/story-28283083-detail/story.html
http://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/Study-deaths-babies-born-weekend-8216-raises/story-28283083-detail/story.html
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/news/a35784/weekend-birth-baby-study/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-3343384/Would-babies-lived-hadn-t-born-weekend-Three-mothers-tell-stories-heartbreaking-loss.html
http://www.theguardian.com/healthcare-network/2015/dec/01/healthcare-policy-based-on-evidence
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-35001932
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/film/Chemsex/review/
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/623210/Junior-Doctors-strike-reasons-BMA-Jeremy-Hunt
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/623210/Junior-Doctors-strike-reasons-BMA-Jeremy-Hunt
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/ranjit-chandra-academic-investigation-1.3346774
http://www.pharmaceutical-journal.com/news-and-analysis/research-briefing/european-folic-acid-recommendations-have-not-reduced-birth-defects/20200196.article
http://www.forbes.com/sites/wlf/2015/12/03/advisory-committees-violations-of-federal-law-threaten-credibility-of-2015-dietary-guidelines/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/wlf/2015/12/03/advisory-committees-violations-of-federal-law-threaten-credibility-of-2015-dietary-guidelines/
http://www.thenation.com/article/20-people-now-own-as-much-wealth-as-half-of-all-americans/
http://mg.co.za/article/2015-12-03-unlikely-perk-of-prison-life-free-speedy-tb-treatment


Empty nest mums are Britain's worst problem drinkers - the Daily Mail & Scottish Daily 
Mail 30/11/2015 

A disillusioned obstetrician moves to Aberdeen and changes the lives of Scotland's 
women - The Times Scotland 01/12/2015 
 
 

JOURNALS 

Injury Prevention 

Research: The global burden of injury: incidence, mortality, disability-adjusted 
life years and time trends from the Global Burden of Disease study 2013 

The world is becoming a safer place to live in    Washington Post 04/12/15 
The World Is A Safer Place — Except Where It's Not - NPR 04/12/2015 (wrongly 
attributed to The British Medical Journal)  
Good news: the world is now a safer place - Medical News Today 04/12/15 
 
Also covered by Health Day, Medical Daily, Science Codex, Medical Xpress, Tech Insider, 
Grist, NET website, Star Daily Standard Times 
 

Tobacco Control 

Brief report: Thirdhand smoke contamination in hospital settings: assessing 
exposure risk for vulnerable paediatric patients 

Premature babies in intensive care at risk from tobacco toxins brought in on clothes  and 
skin - Western Daily Press 04/12/15   

 

Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases 

Why are so many gout patients ending up in hospital? - Daily Mail 01/12/15 (print only) 

 
 
BMJ Open  

External PR: 
Why hospital patients are happier with British nurses -  Daily Mail 03/12/15 
Recruiting overseas nurses may negatively impact quality of patient care - Belfast 
Telegraph 03/12/15 
Study suggests 13% of patients don’t trust foreign nurses  - International Business 
Times Australia 03/12/15 

Also covered by  The Times + Times Ireland,  Daily Express, The Independent,  Daily 
Mirror, Daily Telegraph, International Business Times UK, Yahoo News, Newswise, 
Medical Xpress, Science Codex, Express, AOL UK, BT.com, extensive local coverage 

Midriff bulge clinging to one in four older Indians -  Asian Scientist 03/12/15 

Three quarters of 111 referrals to A&E ‘unnecessary’ -  PharmaTimes 01/12/15 

Also covered by The Independent, NHS Executive, Daily Mail, The Times + Times Ireland 

Depression linked to hospitalization for preventable illness  Psychiatry Advisor  04/12/15 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3338828/Empty-nest-mums-Britain-s-worst-problem-drinkers-Two-fifths-admit-consuming-grown-children.html
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/uk/scotland/article4628213.ece
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/uk/scotland/article4628213.ece
http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/early/2015/10/20/injuryprev-2015-041616.full
http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/early/2015/10/20/injuryprev-2015-041616.full
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2015/12/04/the-world-is-becoming-a-safer-place-to-live-in/
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2015/12/04/458473345/the-world-is-a-safer-place-except-where-its-not
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/303509.php
http://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2015/10/22/tobaccocontrol-2015-052506.full
http://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2015/10/22/tobaccocontrol-2015-052506.full
http://www.westerndailypress.co.uk/Premature-babies-intensive-care-risk-tobacco/story-28292736-detail/story.html
http://www.westerndailypress.co.uk/Premature-babies-intensive-care-risk-tobacco/story-28292736-detail/story.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3343727/Why-hospital-patients-happier-British-nurses-Sick-say-feel-respected-lack-confidence-skills-likely-complain.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/uk/recruiting-overseas-nurses-may-negatively-impact-quality-of-care-34255090.html
http://www.ibtimes.com.au/study-suggests-13-patients-do-not-trust-foreign-nurses-1489597
http://www.asianscientist.com/2015/12/health/older-indians-midriff-bulge/
http://www.pharmatimes.com/Article/15-12-01/Three_quarters_of_111_A_E_referrals_unnecessary.aspx
http://www.psychiatryadvisor.com/mood-disorders/depression-primary-medical-care-diabetes-pneumonia-conditions/article/457462/


 

BMJ Case Reports  

DIGITAL HOARDING MAY BECOME A NEW MENTAL DISORDER - Capital Wired 
30/11/2015 

 

BMJ Open Diabetes Research & Care (Follow on PR) 

Walnuts each day keep the doctor away -  Kuwait Times 02/12/15 

Also covered by: GeoNews Pakistan, Khaleej Times, The News International, Newsmax, 
AsiaOne, MedPage Today 

 

BMJ Quality & Safety 

Hospitals form patient advisory councils to learn how they can improve care  -  The Wall 
Street Journal   29/11/15 

 

British Journal of Sports Medicine 

14 reasons to work out that have nothing to do with weight loss  - US News & World 
Report 04/12/15 

The performance enhancing effects of wearing the right sports bra - Athletics Weekly 
06/12/15 

 
Occupational & Environmental Medicine 

Hepatitis C in health workers -  Personnel Today 30/11/15 

 
Practical Neurology 

Long term apathy may be a sign of heart disease - Daily Mail + Scottish Daily Mail 
01/12/15 

http://www.capitalwired.com/digital-hoarding-may-become-a-new-mental-disorder/211188/
http://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/walnuts-each-day-keep-the-doctor-away/
http://www.wsj.com/articles/hospitals-form-patient-advisory-councils-to-learn-how-they-can-improve-care-1448852618
http://health.usnews.com/health-news/health-wellness/articles/2015/12/04/14-reasons-to-work-out-that-have-nothing-to-do-with-weight-loss
http://www.athleticsweekly.com/featured/performance-enhancing-benefits-of-wearing-the-right-sports-bra-36775/
http://www.personneltoday.com/hr/occupational-health-research-round-december-2015/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-3340136/Long-term-apathy-sign-heart-disease-worse.html

