
 

BMJ in the News is a weekly digest of BMJ stories, plus any other news about the                 
company that has appeared in the national and a selection of English-speaking            
international media. 
 
This week’s (13 - 19 Jul) highlights include: 

 

BMJ 

BMJ Southeast Asia Awards - New Indian Express 13/07/2015 

Nominations invited - The Hindu 13/07/2015 
 

The BMJ 

 
Feature: The BMJ 20 year online anniversary 

Research into how parents cope with sick children in top three BMJ papers in last 20 years - 
Health Canal 17/07/15 
 
Research: Risk of intracranial haemorrhage in antidepressant users with 
concurrent use of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs: nationwide propensity 
score matched study 
 
How taking antidepressants with painkillers can increase stroke risk - Daily Mail & Scottish 
Daily Mail 15/07/15 

Antidepressants And Painkillers Together May Rise THe Risk Of Brain Bleeds - Forbes 
15/07/15 
Study: Mixing antidepressants and painkillers may be tied to elevated risk of bleeding - The 
Washington Post 15/07/15 
 
This story was also covered by the Daily Mail, Daily Times, U.S. News and World Report, 
Business Standard, New Kerala, Herald Scotland, UPI, Irish Examiner, Zee News, GP Online, 
Nursing Times, The Monitor Daily, Cambridge News, YV3.ie, Mirror Daily, Philly.com, Doctors 
Lounge, WebMD, Medscape, OnMedica, Science 2.0, Blouin News, WXYZ, Big News 
Network.com, Monthly Prescribing Reference, Clapway, Mid Day Daily, Oncology Nurse 
Advisor, Medical News Today, Sunday World, Newsmax, WebMD.Boots.com, Medical Xpress, 
Irish Health, Gloucester Citizen, BT.com, Digital Journal, Healio, Science 2.0, Clapway, 
Cambridge News, The Monitor Daily, Big News Network, Chinatopix, Science World Report, 
The Standard Daily, The Utah People's Post, WXYZ, Hindustan Times, ShortNews, Rapid 
News Network, Sentinel Republic and Medical Daily. 
 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/BMJ-Southeast-Asia-Awards/2015/07/13/article2916536.ece
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h3660
http://www.healthcanal.com/child-health/65387-research-into-how-parents-cope-with-sick-children-in-top-three-bmj-papers-in-last-20-years.html
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h3517
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h3517
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h3517
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h3517
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3161623/How-taking-antidepressants-painkillers-increase-stroke-risk-People-types-drug-increase-chance-bleeding-brain-four-times.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/alicegwalton/2015/07/15/antidepressants-and-painkillers-together-may-raise-the-risk-of-brain-bleeds/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2015/07/15/study-mixing-antidepressants-and-painkillers-associated-with-elevated-risk-of-bleeding/


Personal view: Women should be able to treat urinary tract infections with 
antibiotics without a prescription 

 
Should Women Be Able To Treat Bladder Infections Themselves? - NPR 15/07/15 
Cystitis treatment should not require a prescription, GP says - OnMedica 15/07/15 
GP expert calls for women to get antibiotics for cystitis without prescription - Pulse 
15/07/2015 
 
This story was also covered by The Times & The Times Ireland, the Daily Mail and Medical 
Xpress. 
 

Head to head: Should doctors recommend homeopathy? 
 
Queen’s physician calls for more homeopathy on NHS - The Daily Telegraph & The Daily 
Telegraph Scotland 15/07/15 (also in print) 
Homeopathic treatments: Do they help or harm? - Fox News 15/07/15 
Scientists argue on whether or not to recommend Homeopathy - Financial Express 15/07/15 

 
This story was also covered by Yahoo News UK, New Kerala, Business Standard, Life 
Science, Medical Xpress, Zee News, Health News Review, Science 2.0, Science Codex, Big 
News Network, ANINEWS, Zee News and Medical Daily. 
 

Research: Avoidability of hospital deaths and association with hospital-wide 
mortality ratios: retrospective case record review and regression analysis 
 
Avoidable deaths measure condemned - Belfast Telegraph 15/07/2015 
Standardised mortality ratio should not be used as an indicator of avoidable deaths - 
OnMedica 15/07/2015 
 

This story was also covered by The Guardian, Nursing Times, BT, Health Canal, Medical 
Xpress and local UK coverage.  
 
How do we start trusting doctors again? - The Hindu (India) 17/07/2015 
 
Tax on fizzy drinks 'DOES help tackle obesity' - The Toronto Star 17/07/2015 
 
Stewartry towns face doctor shortages - but nobody wants the jobs - Daily Record 
17/07/2015 
 
The 100-plus-year history of the anti-vaccination movement - MinnPost 17/07/2015 
 
Most teens unable to identify depression - Irish Examiner 18/07/2015 
 
New Doubts About Role of Serotonin in Depression - Psych Central 17/07/15 
 

http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h3441
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h3441
http://nepr.net/news/2015/07/15/should-women-be-able-to-treat-bladder-infections-themselves/
http://www.pulsetoday.co.uk/clinical/prescribing/gp-expert-calls-for-women-to-get-antibiotics-for-cystitis-without-prescription/20010522.article#.VaeDgvlVhBc
http://www.pulsetoday.co.uk/clinical/prescribing/gp-expert-calls-for-women-to-get-antibiotics-for-cystitis-without-prescription/20010522.article#.VaeDgvlVhBc
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h3735
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/health/news/11739270/Queens-physician-calls-for-more-homeopathy-on-NHS.html
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2015/07/15/homeopathic-treatments-do-help-or-harm/
http://www.financialexpress.com/article/lifestyle/health/scientists-argue-on-whether-or-not-to-recommend-homeopathy/101279/
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h3239
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h3239
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/uk/avoidable-deaths-measure-condemned-31378222.html
http://www.onmedica.com/newsArticle.aspx?id=23d707c7-026a-4b62-9611-12f71600d46a
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/vyapam-scam-how-do-we-start-trusting-doctors-again/article7430363.ece
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-3165104/Tax-fizzy-drinks-DOES-help-tackle-obesity-taxing-ingredients-like-sugar-bigger-impact.html
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/stewartry-towns-face-doctor-shortages-6077082
https://www.minnpost.com/second-opinion/2015/07/100-plus-year-history-anti-vaccination-movement
http://www.irishexaminer.com/ireland/most-teens-unable-to-identify-depression-343197.html
http://psychcentral.com/news/2015/07/16/new-doubts-about-role-of-serotonin-in-depression/86925.html


Putting tax on fizzy drinks will help fight obesity, professor argues - Western Daily Press 

16/07/15 

 
New Advice on Common Drugs and Heart Health for Runners - Runners World 17/07/15 
 
Did swine flu jabs give scores of children a crippling sleeping sickness? - the Daily Mail & 
Scottish Daily Mail 17/07/15 
 
A Battle for Medicine's Soul Over Conflict of Interest - Medscape 15/07/2015 

Eating high fat foods could affect your brain - WBTW 15/07/15 

Hospital mortality rates 'not smoke alarm' for poor care - Nursing Times 15/07/15 

Prozac a risk for baby - study - Independent 15/07/15 

Is common knee surgery a waste of time and money for middle-aged people? - North Jersey 
15/07/15 

Blog: Standardized mortality ratios may be a bad measure of hospital quality - Modern 
Healthcare 15/07/2015 

Self-Diagnosis Fails 66% of the Time, Study Finds - Latinos Health 14/07/2015 

Homosexual activist group forced to apologize to defamed scientist - Lifesite 14/07/2015 

How to dismantle the National Health Service - New Internationalist 14/07/2015 

Exhausted social workers on the edge of burnout but still achieving positive change - 
Community Care 14/07/2015 

Answering objections to Wisconsin’s new abortion law (or how to get on a brony mailing list) 
- Live Action News 14/07/2015 

Heart & Hilt: Sword swallower with local roots hopes to inspire through skill - The Decatur 
Daily 14/07/2015 

An activity epiphany: I’ve realised most apps on straps are rubbish - The Irish Times 
14/07/2015 

A history of the baby bonus: Tories now tout benefits of program they once axed - National 
Post 13/07/2015 

Diabetes Risk is Reduced by Egg Consumption - MD Magazine 13/07/2015 

Health Notes - Duluth News Tribune 13/07/2015 

Australia aims to silence doctors who blow whistle on abuse in refugee centres - The 
Independent 13/07/2015 

BMJ: Symptom checkers get diagnosis right 34 percent of the time on average - 
MobiHealthNews 13/07/2015 

Study: People Who Self-Diagnose Online Accurate Nearly Half The Time - CBS Connecticut 
13/07/2015 

http://www.westerndailypress.co.uk/Putting-tax-fizzy-drinks-help-fight-obesity/story-26909712-detail/story.html
http://www.runnersworld.com/health/new-advice-on-common-drugs-and-heart-health-for-runners
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3164582/Did-swine-flu-jabs-scores-children-crippling-sleeping-sickness-Chloe-Sam-two-100-Britons-thought-developed-narcolepsy-having-injection.html
http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/847714
http://wbtw.com/2015/07/15/eating-high-fat-foods-could-affect-your-brain/
http://www.nursingtimes.net/nursing-practice/specialisms/perioperative-care/hospital-mortality-rates-not-smoke-alarm-for-poor-care/5087912.article
http://www.iol.co.za/lifestyle/parenting/prozac-a-risk-for-baby-study-1.1885547#.Vad8VvlVhBc
http://www.northjersey.com/news/health-news/arthroscopic-knee-surgery-questioned-1.1374229
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20150715/BLOG/150719942/blog-standardized-mortality-ratios-may-be-a-bad-measure-of-hospital
http://www.latinoshealth.com/articles/7620/20150714/self-diagnosis-fails-66-of-the-time-study-finds.htm
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/homosexual-activist-group-forced-to-apologize-to-defamed-scientist
http://newint.org/blog/2015/07/14/how-to-dismantle-the-national-health-service/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/2015/07/14/social-workers-on-the-edge-of-burnout-but-still-achieving-positive-changes/
http://liveactionnews.org/answering-objections-wisconsins-new-abortion-law-get-brony-mailing-list/
http://www.decaturdaily.com/life/heart-hilt-sword-swallower-with-local-roots-hopes-to-inspire/article_27c37329-17e6-5061-8de7-b500251fa3f2.html
http://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/health-family/an-activity-epiphany-i-ve-realised-most-apps-on-straps-are-rubbish-1.2275059
http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/a-history-of-the-baby-bonus-tories-now-tout-benefits-of-program-they-once-axed
http://www.hcplive.com/medical-news/diabetes-risk-is-reduced-by-egg-consumption
http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/features/3784538-health-notes
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/australasia/australia-aims-to-silence-workers-who-blow-whistle-on-abuse-in-refugee-centres-with-two-years-in-prison-10384021.html
http://mobihealthnews.com/45286/bmj-symptom-checkers-get-diagnosis-right-34-percent-of-the-time-on-average/
http://connecticut.cbslocal.com/2015/07/13/study-people-who-self-diagnose-online-accurate-nearly-half-the-time/


Doctors want 20% tax on sugary drinks to tackle obesity - Gloucester Citizen 13/07/2015 

No smoke without fi re: the e-cig row - Independent 17/07/15 (re-print of BMJ article) 
 
Invasion of the tiny ticks with a bite that could wreck your health for years - Irish Daily Mail 
14/07/2015 

Cervical cancer is a danger into old age - Daily Mirror & Irish Daily Mirror 14/07/2015 

Gut feeling - The Daily Telegraph 13/07/2015 

Doctors back 20% sugar tax to fight obesity - The Times & Times Ireland 13/07/2015 
 
MEDICINE SYMPTOM CHECKS 'FREQUENTLY WRONG' - South China Morning Post 
15/07/2015 (in print; no link available) 

 
JOURNALS 

Veterinary Record 
 

Research: Best in show but not best in shape: a photographic assessment of show 
dog body condition 

 
Some of UK’s top dogs are best in show but maybe too chunky - Washington Post 14/07/15 

Lose the puppy fat: study has bone to pick with Crufts’ dumpy dogs - The Guardian 
14/07/15 

Fat pups at top dog show set bad example, vets warn - New Zealand Herald 14/07/15 

 
This story was also covered by the New York Times, New York Magazine, San Francisco 
Chronicle, Los Angeles Times, Washington Times, Examiner.com, Fox News, Philly.com, 
Houston Chronicle, Herald Sun, Sky News Australia, Stuff.co.nz, Daily Journal, The Cairns 
Post, News.com.au, Courier Mail, NewsOK.com, The Australian, South China Morning Post, 
Asian Image, Huffington Post, Daily Telegraph, The Times +Times Scotland, Independent, 
independent i, Daily Mail+ Scottish Daily Mail, Metro, Mirror, Times Higher Education, Irish 
Examiner, The Republic, Channel News Asia, GlobalPost, The Tribune, Newsday, CTV News, 
The News Tribune, ABC Online, The Herald, Malay Mail Online, Emirates 24/7,  Phys.org, 
Business Insider, Reuters, Yahoo News, Reuters Africa, BT.com. Al-Arabiya, News24, ABC 
News, Jewish Business News, Jakarta Post, Sun Chronicle, Science World Report, Vet 
Surgeon, The Vocal Republic, Tech Times, Rapid News Network, AsiaOne, Vet Nurse and 
extensive local/regional UK coverage. 

 

Journal of Neurology Neurosurgery & Psychiatry 

 
Research: Job related formaldehyde exposure and ALS mortality in the USA 

Why funeral directors may be at higher risk for ALS - TIME 14/0715 
Funeral directors four times more likely to develop motor neurone disease - Daily Telegraph 
14/07/15 
Funeral directors may face greater risk of ALS - CBS News 14/07/15 

http://www.gloucestercitizen.co.uk/Doctors-want-20-tax-sugary-drinks-tackle-obesity/story-26890898-detail/story.html
http://durrants.net/r/dvN31L
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/early/2015/06/22/vr.103093.full
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/early/2015/06/22/vr.103093.full
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/some-of-uks-top-dogs-are-best-in-show-but-maybe-too-chunky/2015/07/14/20d119a2-2a0f-11e5-960f-22c4ba982ed4_story.html
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2015/jul/13/lose-the-puppy-fat-study-bone-pick-with-crufts-dumpy-dogs
http://m.nzherald.co.nz/lifestyle/news/article.cfm?c_id=6&objectid=11480640
http://jnnp.bmj.com/content/early/2015/06/24/jnnp-2015-310750
http://time.com/3956241/funeral-directors-als/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/science/science-news/11736941/Funeral-directors-four-times-more-likely-to-develop-motor-neurone-disease.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/funeral-directors-risk-als-lou-gehrigs-disease/


This story was also covered by Headlines & Global News, Fox News, CBS Local, US News & 
World Report, Daily Mail, BT.com, Independent, Independent i, The Times Scotland, Irish 
Times, OnMedica, Medical News Today, Live Science, Laboratory Equipment, HealthDay, 
Science Recorder, Monthly Prescribing Reference, Counsel & Heal, MedPage Today, Science 
World Report, Times Gazette, Tech Times, Techie News, Chinatopix, Latinos Health, State 
Column, Medical Daily, Medscape, Neurology Advisor, The Market Business, OzarksFirst, 
Christian Today, Healio and Dutch News Tribune. 

Eight amazing benefits of peanuts - Capital FM Kenya 16/07/15 

 

British Journal of Sports Medicine 

Keep your cool - South China Morning Post 16/07/15 (print; link unavailable) 

Tracking down the optimum dose of exercise - Pharmaceutical Journal 16/07/15 

Why exercise is important even if you don’t need to lose weight - Fox News 15/07/15 

Biologic treatments for OA: a sports medicine perspective - Medscape 15/07/15 

Read medical studies carefully before rejecting PRP as a successful treatment - New York 
Daily News 13/07/15 

Exercise is good and media coverage of exercise is bad - MD Magazine 13/07/15 

 

BMJ Open  

Pregnant drinking poses serious problem - Bangkok Post 14/07/15  (print; link unavailable) 

Women admit to drinking while pregnant - New Zealand Herald  18/07/15 
 
NZ kanuka honey could treat nasty skin disease - New Zealand Herald 17/07/2015 (wrongly 
attributed to The BMJ) 
Iron deficiency in COPD patients could point to new treatment approach - Pharmaceutical 
Journal  14/07/15 
 
How bad are things for the people of Greece? - BBC News 16/07/15 (misattributed to The 
BMJ) 
When economic instability turns deadly - Pacific Standard 14/07/15 
 
The risks of self diagnosing gynecological symptom - 16/07/15 Stuff.co.nz 
 
Domestic abuse: it’s not a women’s issue; it’s not a men’s issue; it’s a human problem - 
Irish Independent 14/07/15 
 
Open Heart 

New Advice on Common Drugs and Heart Health for Runners  Runners World 17/07/15 

 
Heart 

What chocoholics need to know - Mirror + Irish Mirror 14/07/15 (print; link unavailable) 

 

Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases 

Hand exercises help women with OA get a grip - Medscape 14/07/15 

http://www.capitalfm.co.ke/lifestyle/2015/07/16/8-amazing-health-benefits-of-peanuts/
http://www.pharmaceutical-journal.com/news-and-analysis/features/tracking-down-the-optimum-dose-of-exercise/20068939.article
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2015/07/15/why-exercise-is-important-even-if-dont-need-to-lose-weight/
http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/847736
http://www.nydailynews.com/sports/more-sports/administered-correctly-prp-works-article-1.2290729
http://www.hcplive.com/medical-news/exercise-is-good-and-media-coverage-of-exercise-is-bad
http://durrants.net/r/5tPY4B
http://m.nzherald.co.nz/bay-of-plenty-times/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503343&objectid=11483094
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11482793
http://www.pharmaceutical-journal.com/news-and-analysis/news/iron-deficiency-in-copd-patients-could-point-to-new-treatment-approach/20068965.article
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-33507802
http://www.psmag.com/business-economics/suicide-rates-rising-in-greece
http://www.stuff.co.nz/life-style/well-good/teach-me/70278997/the-risks-of-selfdiagnosing-gynaecological-symptoms
http://www.independent.ie/life/health-wellbeing/mental-health/domestic-abuse-it-is-not-a-womens-issue-and-it-is-not-a-mens-issue-its-a-human-problem-31367281.html
http://www.runnersworld.com/health/new-advice-on-common-drugs-and-heart-health-for-runners
http://www.hcplive.com/medical-news/family-history-linked-to-rheumatoid-arthritis-but-can-it-also-be-linked-to-treatment-effectiveness
http://www.medpagetoday.com/Rheumatology/Arthritis/52578


Severe RA: SB4 biosimilar as effective as Etanercept - Medscape 17/07/15 

Family history linked to rheumatoid arthritis but can it also be linked to treatment 
effectiveness? - MD Magazine 13/07/15 

 

BMJ Case Reports 

Jimmy Fallon raises awareness about horrifying injury called ring avulsion - CNET 
16/07/2015 

http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/848221
http://www.hcplive.com/medical-news/family-history-linked-to-rheumatoid-arthritis-but-can-it-also-be-linked-to-treatment-effectiveness
http://www.hcplive.com/medical-news/family-history-linked-to-rheumatoid-arthritis-but-can-it-also-be-linked-to-treatment-effectiveness
http://www.cnet.com/uk/news/ring-avulsion-happens-to-people-other-than-jimmy-fallon-and-its-horrifying/

