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Christine Margaret 
Puxon
Gynaecologist who became a QC 
and expert on medical negligence
Margaret Puxon was a barrister and Queen’s 
Counsel who specialised in medical negli-
gence. She usually acted for plaintiffs, and 
she made major contributions to case law.

In what was probably the first case under 
the Congenital Disabilities (Civil Liability) 
Act 1976 she won substantial damages for 
Sunil Krishnamurthy, profoundly handi-
capped from negligent management at 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital in Cambridge.

In the 1980s (Scuriaga v Powell) she han-
dled the first case of failed termination of 
pregnancy. The plaintiff, who was devas-
tatingly crippled from polio in childhood, 
claimed the cost of raising the child. The 
defence could have settled the case for a 
pittance but hoped for a judge who would 
disapprove of rewarding a claimant for hav-
ing a baby. Again, Margaret won substantial 
damages for the plaintiff.

She made case law again in the 1980s when 
acting for a young married woman who had 
been sterilised on the advice of her nephrolo-
gist. The woman had suffered a kidney infec-
tion in her teens and had been told that she 
was physically unfit for motherhood, would 
die young, and that vasectomy was not the 
answer as her husband would probably want 
to remarry after she died. When a different 
nephrologist asked when she was going to 
start a family she questioned whether she had 
been properly advised. It was the first case law 
on sterility for 30 years, and Margaret won 
substantial damages for her client.

The Family Planning Association consulted 

She acted for an adopting mother in  
J v C, where the natural mother wanted to 
regain custody of a child she had given up 
for adoption; Margaret established that 
the welfare of the child was paramount in 
wardship proceedings, always trumping other 
considerations.

By 1970 she was a leading authority on 
family law when she switched to medical 
negligence, usually representing plaintiffs. 
This failed to endear her to the Royal College 
of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, which 
did not invite her to join their medicolegal 
committee when it was established in the 
1980s. In 1979 she was elected fellow of 
the royal college at the instigation of Janet 
Bottomley and Dame Josephine Barnes.

Margaret was chairman of the Society of 
Medical Doctors in Law. She edited Medi-
cal Law Reports (now called Lloyd’s Reports, 
Medical ) was appointed by the Privy Council 
to the council of the Pharmaceutical Society, 
was a deputy circuit judge from 1970 to 
1978, and a recorder from 1986 to 1993. She 
served on several ethics committees, includ-
ing that of the Lister Hospital and the Royal 
College of General Practitioners.

She wrote or contributed to The Family 
and the Law (1963, 1971), Progress in 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology (1983), In Vitro 
Fertilisation: Past, Present and Future (1986), 
Gynaecology (edited by Shar, Souter, and 
Stanton) (1991), and Safe Practice in Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology (edited by Clements) (1994), 
as well as writing many papers for medical 
and legal journals.

In court Margaret was described as “charm-
ing, persistent, and fearless.” Judges liked her 
because she could make them laugh. She may 
have appeared the epitome of an establish-
ment figure but she had a deeply rebellious 
streak, was bothered that the establishment 
was bureaucratic and small minded, and 
cared passionately about justice and equity.

She leaves two sons and a daughter.
Caroline Richmond
Margaret Puxon QC, consultant obstetrician and 
gynaecologist, Essex County Council 1947-9, 
and then barrister in private practice (b 1915; q 
Birmingham 1942; MD, FRCOG), d 1 April 2008.
A fuller account is published in Clinical Risk 
http://cr.rsmjournals.com/cgi/content/
full/14/3/104

her when threatened with legal action for 
“aiding and abetting a miscarriage” when 
prescribing the morning after pill. Margaret’s 
opinion was that “if there was no carriage 
there can have been no miscarriage”: if the 
pill was taken within 72 hours the ovum had 
not embedded in the womb and therefore 
there was no abortion within the meaning 
of the act. Shortly afterwards Sir Michael 
Havers, the attorney-general, gave the same 
opinion in the House of Lords. In the early 
1980s Bourn Hall, the private fertility clinic, 
consulted Margaret on the wording of the 
consent form for sperm and egg donors.

Margaret turned down a place at Oxford to 
study English literature in order to study vet-
erinary medicine at Birmingham. She switched 
to medicine, attracted by the science. She mar-
ried Ralph Weddell while still a student and 
had two children without interrupting her stud-
ies. She graduated with honours and the gold 
medal in obstetrics and gynaecology in 1942.

After her pre-registration year she was 
gynaecology registrar at Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, Birmingham. She divorced, married 
Peter Puxon, a solicitor, and moved to Colches-
ter in 1944. She did general practice locums 
and studied for her MRCOG, which she got 
in 1946. Birmingham University awarded her 
an MD in obstetrics a year later, and she was 
appointed consultant gynaecologist by Essex 
County Council.

In 1949, after two miscarriages, she became 
pregnant again and gave up work on medical 
advice. She kept her mind active with a cor-
respondence course in law, passed her exams, 
and found a place in chambers. The clerk 
refused to put any work her way. She took on 
legal aid work and divorce cases for returning 
servicemen, which few other barristers wanted. 
Solicitors soon made their way to her door.

She moved to London, where most of 
the work was. She divorced and married 
another solicitor, Morris Williams, in 1957. 
She eventually built up a fashionable divorce 
practice. Over the following 15 years she 
built up a distinguished reputation in family 
case law. Later, in the 1970s, she was head 
of chambers that had offices in Colchester 
and Norwich, and she continued to practise 
in London at the same time. Her clients 
included rock star Bill Wyman in his divorce 
from Mandy Smith. He pays tribute to her on 
the Rolling Stones’ website.
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June Almeida (née Hart)

Former virologist Ontario 
Cancer Institute, Toronto; Royal 
Postgraduate Medical School, 
London; and Wellcome Research 
Laboratory, Beckenham (b 1930; 
DSc), d 1 December 2007.
June Almeida (née Hart) had 
to leave school at 16, but she 
contributed to medicine as an 
internationally renowned virologist, 
pioneering new methods for viral 
imaging and diagnosis—notably, 
negative staining, immune 
electron microscopy, and organ 
culture. She started as a laboratory 
technician in histopathology at 
Glasgow Royal Infirmary and then St 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, 
before working as an electron 
microscopy technician in Toronto. 
In 1964 she joined Professor A P 
Waterson in London. By then her 
publications had gained her a DSc. 
June taught many virologists, and 
most virology textbooks contain 
her electron micrographs. After 
retirement she co-published some 
of the first high quality negative 
staining electron micrographs of 
HIV. She leaves a daughter and two 
granddaughters.
Joyce Almeida

Belinda Mary Brewer

General practitioner Chichester (b 
1968; q Charing Cross, London, 
1992; MRCP, DFFP, MRCGP), d 6 
November 2007.

After gaining prizes as a medical 
student, Belinda Mary Brewer 
(“Binks”) embarked on her 
career at full throttle. She settled 
in Chichester and quickly rose 
through the general medical ranks 
at St Richard’s Hospital. Although 
she thrived on clinical medicine 
and had an insatiable thirst for 
learning, Binks struggled with 
work pressures and settled on 
general practice. She was later 
treated for bipolar disorder and, 
in character, fought to reduce 
the stigma of mental illness 
among doctors. She was key to 
the establishment of the Doctors’ 
Support Network (DSN) and 
published on this subject. She 
lived life to the full until she finally 
lost the battle with her illness.
Dilys Lai

James Cowie

Former consultant general and 
respiratory physician Plymouth 
hospitals (b 1942; q Aberdeen 1969; 
BSc, FRCP), died from ruptured 
aortic aneurysm on 27 March 2008.
After a qualification delayed by a 
BSc in biochemistry, James Cowie 
(“Jim”) rose rapidly through the 
senior house officer, registrar, 
and senior registrar grades at the 
Central Middlesex Hospital and 
the Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford. 
Here he gained wide experience 
in acute general medicine and 
respiratory disease. In 1976 he 
was appointed consultant to the 
Plymouth hospitals, where he 
worked until retirement in 2003. 
As a physician he was calm and 
efficient, with great common 
sense, and in management 
roles he was a shrewd judge of 
character and fair. He leaves a 
wife, Louise; three children; and 
three grandchildren.
Clive McGavin

Alexander Kirkpatrick

Former general practitioner Belfast 
(b 1921; q Queen’s University, 
Belfast, 1945), died from ruptured 
aortic aneurysm on 2 May 2008.
After graduation, Alexander 
Kirkpatrick (“Alec”) completed 
his houseman’s year in 
Newtownards. Shortly afterwards 
he joined a general practitioner 
in practice on Belfast’s Shankhill 
Road; he continued to work there 
throughout his professional 
career, including the difficult 
times of the Troubles. Latterly he 
worked as a singlehanded general 
practitioner, but a heart attack at 
the age of 59 led him to take on a 
partner until his retirement. Alec 
was a keen sportsman throughout 
his life, including playing 
water polo for Wellington Club. 
Predeceased by his Swiss wife, 
Margaret, in 2000, he leaves two 
sons and two grandsons.
Terry Kirkpatrick

Jane Knowles

Consultant psychotherapist and 
group analyst London (b 1949; q St 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, 
1974; FRCPsych), d 28 November 
2007.
Jane Knowles started training in 
psychiatry in Knowle Hospital in 
Fareham, Hampshire, completing 
her senior registrar training in 
psychotherapy in Nottingham. 
She was appointed consultant 

psychotherapist for the West 
Berkshire Mental Health Trust to 
set up psychotherapy services in 
1985, working there for almost 
20 years. She then retired from 
the NHS to work at the Group 
Analytical Practice in London. 
As chair of the Psychotherapy 
Faculty of the Royal College 
of Psychiatrists she helped to 
establish new consultant posts in 
psychotherapy. She participated 
regularly in the Psychotherapy 
Research Group and established 
the Reading Therapists Group 
to bring together professionals 
from different psychotherapy 
backgrounds. She leaves two sons 
and two grandchildren.
Cecilia Batten, Wendy Davies

James Waddell

Former medical officer Kellogg 
Company UK (b 1919; q Glasgow 
1945; OBE, MRCGP, MFOM), d 24 
March 2008.
After house appointments, 
James Waddell (“Jimmy”) entered 
general practice in Grantham. 
Family illness forced his return 
to Glasgow before he took up 
a partnership in Stretford, 
Manchester, where he remained 
for 30 years. He was also part time 
medical adviser to the Kellogg 
Company, eventually leaving 
general practice to become its 
first full time medical officer, at 
55 years of age. On retirement 
he remained a consultant for 
another five years. Jimmy was 
made a fellow of the BMA. He 
served on Manchester and Salford 
Disablement Advisory Board, 
becoming its chairman and being 
awarded the OBE for services 
to disabled people. He leaves a 
wife, René; two children; and four 
grandchildren.
Norman Waddell
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