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Arthur L Rosenbaum
Innovative paediatric eye surgeon and target of animal rights extremists

Masked activists
Rosenbaum had become a target of extremists
despite having ties to only one animal research
project, a pilot study testing electrical stimulation
on primates to revitalise paralysed eye muscles
and correct severe cross eyed conditions. In subsequent months he was repeatedly threatened and
harassed. Masked activists demonstrated near his
home. His address, telephone number, and picture
were posted on the internet. An amiable modest
man, then 66 years old, Rosenberg began carrying
mace and was put under the protection of security
services.
“It took a heavy toll on him,” said his long
time colleague Sherwin Isenberg, professor of
ophthalmology at UCLA and chief of ophthalmology at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center. “He was
under tremendous stress. I could see that it really
affected him.”
John Lee, president of the UK Royal College of
Ophthalmologists and a personal friend of Rosenbaum, said that Rosenbaum’s harassment was
similar to that directed towards Colin Blakemore,
the Oxford University neurobiologist whose support of animal testing in medical research made
him a target in the United Kingdom.
Rosenbaum’s case was publicised in Science
magazine in December 2007. It helped to galvanise support in the United States for universities
and institutes to do a better job of protecting their
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Arthur Louis Rosenbaum was born on 20 August nals, and was former vice president of the Inter1940 in St Louis, Missouri, the son of an ophthal- national Strabismological Association and former
mologist. He earned his bachelors degree in 1962 president of the American Association for Pediatric
from the University of Michigan and in 1966 his Ophthalmology and Strabismus. In addition to his
medical degree from Washington University in St wife, he leaves a son and a sister.
Louis. After an internship at Mount Zion Hospi- Ned Stafford
tal in San Francisco he conducted research at the Arthur L Rosenbaum, paediatric eye surgeon (b 1940;
National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland. q 1966, Washington University, St Louis, MO),
In 1972 he arrived at UCLA to complete his resi- died on 22 June 2010 after a long illness related to
dency in ophthalmology at the Jules Stein Eye Insti- complications of cancer.
tute, joining the faculty the next year. He continued Cite this as: BMJ 2010;341:c4718
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Arthur Rosenbaum discovered a plastic container
of orange coloured liquid beneath his BMW parked
in front of his Los Angeles house on the morning of
Sunday 24 June 2007. A rag was dangling from a
small opening of a container next to a matchbook,
with a half smoked cigarette inserted through the
matches.
Rosenbaum, a paediatric ophthalmologist at
the University of California in Los Angeles (UCLA)
well known for developing innovative surgical
techniques for eye muscle disorders and who had
treated more than 10 000 children in his 36 years
at UCLA, telephoned the police. Bomb experts
said that the container was an “incendiary device
that, had the fuse not failed to light, was powerful
enough to have destroyed the auto.” Anti-animal
research extremists claimed responsibility, stating
that Rosenbaum had been targeted because of “vile
and evil things he does to primates at UCLA.”
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Paul Joseph D’Urso

General practitioner central
Birmingham (b 1965; q Birmingham
1989; FRCGP), died from
complications of staphylococcus
endocarditis on 8 July 2010.
After house jobs at City Hospital and
Russells Hall Hospital, Paul Joseph
D’Urso underwent GP training,
eventually becoming partner at Bath
Row Medical Practice in 1996. He
was a modest but multi-talented
man, leading on a wide range of
practice based services, as well as
an enthusiastic teacher, trainer,
and tutor. An enthusiast for life,
Paul was a keen clarinet player and
late convert to skiing and running;
he was training for his first Olympic
distance triathlon. Paul died
suddenly and will be deeply missed
by patients, colleagues, friends, and
family. He leaves a wife, Nicola, and
three children.
Simon Gompertz
David Morgan
Mandy Gough
Cite this as: BMJ 2010;341:c4539

Ellis Mary Fraser

Former general practitioner South
Shields (b 1917; q Edinburgh 1941),
d 18 March 2010.
Ellis Mary Fraser worked in general
practice with her father in Carlisle
until her gynaecologist husband,
James Stewart Fraser, returned
from the second world war.
Interested in women’s health and
family planning, Ellis was also a
sessional occupational health
506			

doctor, a trainer and examiner for
the Red Cross, and a magistrate.
With Northumbria Police she
helped to ensure that female
general practitioners examined
women who had been sexually
assaulted, and she became expert
in dealing with child sexual abuse
as many cases involved children.
After retiring from this work in her
early 70s she helped to found a
charity for victims of sexual abuse.
Predeceased by her husband in
1994 and by her youngest son, she
leaves three children, and eight
grandchildren.
Gill Fraser
Cite this as: BMJ 2010;341:c4555

Thomas James Harrison

Former professor of anatomy
Queen’s University, Belfast
(b 1919; q Belfast 1942), d 12 June
2010.
Thomas James Harrison had a
distinguished undergraduate
career, which included winning
the Symington medal in anatomy.
After house officer posts he
served in the Royal Air Force
during 1943-7. He then joined the
Anatomy Department of Queen’s
University and remained there
as demonstrator, lecturer, senior
lecturer, reader, professor, and
finally head of department until
his retirement in 1984. His main
research interests were pelvic bone
growth and factors influencing
bone growth generally, but he will
be best remembered as a teacher,
particularly in neuroanatomy. He
believed in the value of dissection
and the direct relevance of anatomy
to clinical medicine and surgery.
He was also a consultant anatomist
in the health service. Predeceased
by his wife, Winnie, he leaves three
children.
Richard Clarke
Cite this as: BMJ 2010;341:c4536

George Trevor Nevin Lawson

Former senior medical officer
Department of Health, Belfast (b 1922;
q Queen’s, Belfast, 1946; BA, DPH,
FFCM), died from an acute coronary
event on 2 April 2010.
George Trevor Nevin Lawson (“Trevor”)
was a distinguished undergraduate
and obtained his BA at Trinity College
Dublin before studying medicine.
In 1949 he was assistant medical
officer in County Fermanagh and later
County Down. In 1961 he became
group medical superintendent to the
South Belfast Hospital Group, helping
to develop Belfast City Hospital. He
was appointed to the Department
of Health in 1973, and after retiring
worked as a medical referee until
he was 70. A serving brother of the
order of St John, Trevor also played
representative golf at university and
played to a high standard throughout
his life. He leaves a wife, Kathleen;
three sons; and eight grandchildren.
John Lawson
Richard Lawson
Peter Lawson
Cite this as: BMJ 2010;341:c4556

Robert Machemer

market while insisting that only those
trained to use it under his supervision
be allowed to buy it, so reducing risk
to patients. Thus he introduced pars
plana vitrectomy, which transformed
retinal surgery while inspiring new
instruments and techniques. Robert
remained at the forefront of retinal
research throughout his career. His
research into the pathogenesis of
proliferative vitreoretinopathy in
conjunction with surgical advances
enabled the management of complex
retinal detachments. He leaves a
wife, Christel; a daughter; and a
granddaughter.
Peter Leaver
David McLeod
Cite this as: BMJ 2010;341:c4542

Peter Twining
Consultant radiologist Nottingham
University Hospital (b 1955; q Guy’s
Hospital, London, 1979; BSc, FRCR),
died from a pulmonary embolus on 31
July 2009.
Peter Twining became consultant
radiologist at Queen’s Medical Centre
in 1987. He soon became world
renowned in medical and particularly
obstetric ultrasonography. He was an
active council member of the British
Medical Ultrasound Society, editing
its journal; an examiner for the Royal
College of Radiologists; and an adviser
to the obstetric colleges. A gifted and
entertaining orator, he was also a
popular and much invited speaker
both nationally and internationally.
Peter was particularly proud to be
senior editor of the Textbook of Fetal
Abnormalities, the text for all those
working in prenatal diagnosis, and
delighted it was published in Chinese.
He leaves a wife, Beky, and a daughter.
Laura Fender
Cite this as: BMJ 2010;341:c4400

Former chairman Duke University Eye
Center, North Carolina, USA (b 1933;
q Freiberg, Germany, 1959),
d 23 December 2009.
Robert Machemer left Germany on
a two year NATO scholarship to the
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute in Miami.
Here he invented the Vitreous Infusion
Suction Cutter (VISC VII), which he
persuaded Stortz to manufacture and
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