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Dear Ms. DeVilbiss:  

 

Manuscript ID BMJ.2016.036372.R2 entitled "Prenatal nutritional 

supplementation and autism spectrum disorders in the Stockholm Youth Cohort: 

population-based cohort study" which you submitted to BMJ,  

 

 

Thank you for sending us your paper. We are pleased to say that we would like to 

publish it in the BMJ as long you are willing and able to revise your paper in line 

with our statistician's final comments. These are available below in his report.  

 

We are provisionally offering acceptance but will make the final decision when we 

see the revised version.  

 

We are looking forward to reading the revised manuscript and, we hope, making 

a final acceptance decision.  

 

 

Please note that the BMJ might choose to shorten content or replace or re-size 

images for the print issue.  

 

 

 

 

*** PLEASE NOTE: This is a two-step process. After clicking on the link, you will 

be directed to a webpage to confirm. ***  

 

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/bmj?URL_MASK=935402763c53444cab19324

2b579d044  

 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

Kristina Fišter  

kfister@bmj.com,  

 

 

 

In your response please provide, point by point, your replies to the comments 

made by the reviewer, explaining how you have dealt with them in the paper.  

 

REFEREE  COMMENTS  

 

Reviewer: 1  

 

Recommendation:  

 

Comments:  

Stats Review:  

 

Many thanks to the authors for replying to my comments and for the extra 

analyses and edits made. I am reassured by the sensitivity analysis they have 

carried out using the multivitamin only group that shows the same effect as their 

primary analysis:  



----  

Authors: A sensitivity analysis including those only taking multivitamins was 

performed and results are included in Table R2 (attached). The odds ratio 

estimate for multivitamins only (0.60 [0.44 to 0.84]) is similar to that calculated 

for any multivitamins (0.69 [0.57 to 0.84]). A full model sensitivity analysis was 

also performed (Table R3 - attached) and the odds ratio estimates between 

multivitamins and ASD with ID remain similar in the multivariate (0.71 [0.59 to 

0.84]) and sibling analyses (0.80 [0.55, 1.17]).  

----  

 

However, this sensitivity analysis needs to be added to the manuscript either in 

the main sensitivity analysis or as supplementary material. This should also be 

included as part of the Discussion and the approach of using a multivitamin+ as 

the main comparison counted as a potential limitation.  

 

Related to this given the primary analysis used, in the Abstract please adjust to 

reflect that the multivitamin group includes also the use of any other supplement.  

Eg. “Prevalences of child ASD with ID in the maternal multivitamin use (with or 

without other supplements) group…”  

 

 

 

Additional Questions:  

Please enter your name: Rafael Perera  

 

Job Title: Professor of Medical Statistics  

 

Institution: University of Oxford  

 

Reimbursement for attending a symposium?: No  

 

A fee for speaking?: No  

 

A fee for organising education?: No  

 

Funds for research?: No  

 

Funds for a member of staff?: No  

 

Fees for consulting?: No  

 

Have you in the past five years been employed by an organisation that may  

in any way gain or lose financially from the publication of this paper?: No  

 

Do you hold any stocks or shares in an organisation that may in any way  

gain or lose financially from the publication of this paper?: No  

 

If you have any competing interests <A 

HREF='http://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors/forms-policies-and-ch

ecklists/declaration-competing-interests'target='_new'> (please see BMJ policy) 

</a>please declare them here: None  

 

 


