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 Steven Bell, PhD 
Genetic Epidemiologist 

Department of Public Health and Primary Care  
Strangeways Research Laboratory 

University of Cambridge 
Worts Causeway 

Cambridge CB1 8RN, UK 
 

Dr John Fletcher 
Editor, The BMJ 
BMA House 
Tavistock Square 
London WC1H 9JP, UK. 

 

  19 January 2017  

Dear Dr Fletcher, 
 
RE: Manuscript ID BMJ.2016.034988 entitled “Association of clinically recorded 
alcohol consumption with the initial presentation of twelve cardiovascular diseases:  
a population-based cohort study using linked health records” 
 
Thank you for your recent correspondence. We are thrilled with your decision to provisionally 
accept our manuscript, subject to minor revisions, which we are of course happy to make. 
 
Our response to each of the points raised is detailed below. We would like to thank you and 
the rest of the editorial team for your exceptionally efficient handling of this paper which we 
now hope that you will be able to formally accept. 
 
We look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steven Bell (on behalf of all co-authors)
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Editorial comments: 
 

1. Thank you for letting us consider your resubmitted manuscript.  I agree that the 
alcohol data is "good enough" and I am pleased to make a provisional offer of 
publication if you are able to revise it to address the minor points below. 

 
Our response: We are delighted that you agree that the clinically recorded alcohol 
consumption data we used in this study are of sufficient quality. As requested, we have 
addressed the minor comments included in your editorial report in a point-by-point manner 
below. We are hopeful that these revisions will now enable you to make a final acceptance 
decision on our manuscript. 
 

2. Please include the study flow chart in the main part of the manuscript (ie move it from 
the appendices). 

 
Our response: We have replicated our study flow chart in the main manuscript. After doing 
so, we also updated all associated referencing to figures throughout the paper. We have 
kept a copy of the diagram in the appendix as we feel that it complements the more detailed 
description of the study contained within there but would be happy to remove it should you 
deem the replication of this information unnecessary.   
 

3. Please include a measure of missing information for the variables in your study.  This 
could be accomplished by adding a % missing value for each of the variables in table 
1 and an additional column for the "alcohol missing" category. 

 
Our response: We have followed your guidance and revised table 1 to now include the 
proportion of missing values for each variable (footnote) as well as adding an additional 
column that presents descriptive information for individuals with missing alcohol data too. 
 

4. Please attend to the administrative information required as per the list at the end of 
this e-mail.  The only I could see as missing was a "Guarantor" in the contributorship 
statement.  Do check though in case I have missed something. 

 
Our response: We are sorry for this omission. We have consulted the administrative 
information included in your latest correspondence and updated our contributorship 
statement in light of this. We now list the lead author as the guarantor of the study. 
 

5. Please check over the style requirements and make sure you have covered the 
points below.    

 
Our response: We have re-read the style requirements and ensured that our final 
manuscript conforms to all of the points listed at the foot of your recent decision letter.  


