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Dear Dr. Roeggla, 

 

Thank you very much for sending the decision letter for this article and having given us the 

opportunity to revise the manuscript. We greatly appreciate the Editor’s precious time and 

valuable comments. We have carefully addressed the comments and revised our manuscript 

according to the suggestions. Please kindly find the point-by-point response letter, in which our 

responses are in Italic, and a revised marked copy and a revised clean copy of the manuscript. In 

the marked copy of the manuscript, we used red font to show changes. We have also formatted 

the manuscript according to the journal style. 

 

We hope that with these revisions and clarifications, our manuscript will be acceptable for 

publication in The BMJ. Nevertheless, we are prepared to revise the manuscript further, should it 

be necessary.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Lu Qi, MD, PhD, FAHA 

Adjunct Professor  

Department of Nutrition, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
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Director, Tulane University Obesity Research Center 
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Point-by-point response letter 

 

Comments from the Editor 

We routinely perform a plagiarism check and found a high overlap to another paper from your 

group (Genetic Susceptibility, Change in Physical Activity, and Long-term Weight Gain. 

Diabetes 2017 Oct; 66(10): 2704-2712). After having read the abstract of the other paper I am 

under the impression that both paper focus on different research questions. Please comment on 

the high iThenticate score and please consider citing the other paper. 

 

Response: We greatly appreciate the Editor’ thoughtful suggestions. Promoting physical activity 

and improving healthy diets are two distinct, though equally important, strategies in preventing 

obesity. In the other paper [Diabetes 2017; 66: 2704-2712], we investigated the genetic 

interaction with physical activity; whereas in the present study we addressed dietary patterns. As 

the editor has noted, these two studies focus on different research questions, and therefore, there 

is essentially no overlap. 

Similar to other papers using the same cohorts (the Nurses’ Health Study and Health 

Professionals Follow-up Study), the similarities in description of study population and analytical 

methods may account for the high iThenticate score. As suggested, in the revised manuscript, we 

have cited the other paper (reference No. 27) in the “Genotyping and GRS computation” section 

(the 5
th
 paragraph, page 8) and “Statistical analysis” section (the 3

rd
 paragraph, page 9). 

 


