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a Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to wUhich

cpecial departments of the BRITISH MBDICAL JOURNAL are directed will be
found uncer their respective headings.

QIERIES.

Civis asks where he is likely to obtain authentic information for esti-
mating the relative monetary compensation for the loss of an eye, limb,
or finger, computing total permanent disablement or death at ;30oo.

J. H. would be glad to know of a suitable institution for a boy aged 81
years, who has been having epileptic attacks regularly for the last four
years, and whose mental condition is becoming linpaired.

J. I. M. asks where he can obtain information dealing with the proper
proportions of the human body, for example, relative circumference of
chest at nipples and abdomen at the level of the navel.

SENILITY will be glad to be informed whether there is anly home or hos-
pital, in Sussex if possible, to which an aged gentlemen over 8o,
who is suffering from senile dementia, could be sent. His family are in
straitened circumstances, and at present have to employ a day and
night nurse to look after him. They are prepared to pay the sum of
2 guineas per week to have him taken care of.

G. G. writes: Is there any home or other institution in which we could
place a woman, aged 40, epileptic, and partly imbecile, but otherwise
strong and healthy ? Her friends could contribute 4S. or 5S. a week, but
it must be mainly a work of charity. When not suffering from fits she
can do a little work. Cumberland or its neighbourhood preferred, so
that her friends can visit occasionally.

A MEMBER writes: I should like if possible to have definite information
on the following points: What is the largest dose of iodide of potassium
-if any-which can be given for an indefinite time-say years-to a
rheumatic'patient ? My patient, a married woman, aged 30, improves
under its use, but gets worse immediately on stopping it. The rheum-
atism is articular. Can anyone speak well of the hydro-electric
treatment of rheumatism? Could it be carried out successfully with-
out complete immersion, and would an ordinary Spamer's battery be of
any use ?

G. W. IsAAc, M.B. (Gower Street, W.C.) writes: Will somebody kindly
tell me whether there is any better treatmenit for the removal of hair
from the upper lip of a young lady tlhani electrolysis ? Is the removal of
hair by means of x rays practicable ? If so from whom can I obtain in-
formation ?

*** The Wiener medizinische Wochenschrift (Nos. 22-24, I898) contains a
paper on the x rays in hypertrichosis by Drs. E. Schiff and L. Freund.

RusTIcus writes: I have a patient, a primipara, six months pregnant after
being married five years. Although I have examined at intervals since
menstruation ceased, I am entirely unable to feel any os, and indeed
expressed a decided opinion at first that she was not pregnant. I
examined her some few years ago for amenorrhlea, which was set right
by a course of iron ; my recollection is that she then had a long conical
cervix with a small os. I should like to know if the present condition
is a common one, if it is likely to cause trouble at parturition, and if so,
where I can get the best informationl as to treatment.
*** The colndition is n-ot common. It miiay cause delay in the first

stage of labour. " Rusticus " will find some iniformation about it in Dr.
Herman's work oIn Difficutlt Labour, p. 248.

ANSWERS.

C.M.C. writes to say that perhaps the Victoria Home for Invalid
Ladies, Headingley, Leeds, would suit the case referred to by " P.L.G.S."

DR. J. G. MARSHALL.-We see no objection to the advertisement for rooms
for consultilng purposes as submitted.

INQUIRER.-Full information as to the requirements and course of study
for the M.D.London will be given in the Educational Number of the
BITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, which will be published on August 27th.

MEMBER B.M.A. (Montreal).-Full information as tothe conditionls under
which the diplomas of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of London and
Edinburgh can be obtained will be found in the Educational Number
of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, which will be published on
August 27th.

W.G.B.-I. We are not aware that any such rule or custom prevails, nor
do we believe that such a rule could be established or enforced. 2. The
plan referred to has the sanction of the writer of one of the best-known
textbooks, and we believe there is some evidence that it is efficacious.
3. La Semaine &ftdicale.

" CURE FOR ASTHMA."
LANcs.-We are unable to give any information'respecting the asthma
medicines as to which our correspondent inquires.

NOTES. LETTERS, Etc.

AN APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE WIDOW OF THE LATE
DR. ARTHUR BARLOW.

The tollowing additional subscription lhas been received on belhalf of tbhis
fund:

Per Dr. J. A. Matson- i; s. d.
W. Alex. Hearnden, M.D... ... I I a

THE ACTION OF GLYCERINE UPON PERCHLORIDE OF IRON.
DR. THOMAS CARTER (Richmond, Yorks) writes: Dr. Hale White in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of July gth states that he usually gives liq.
ferri perchlor. mixed with same quantity of glycerine in cases of hemat-
emesls, but I have always been taught that these are incompatibles. It
is so stated in Squire's Companion.
***The addition of glycerine to the liquor or tincture of the per-

chloride of iron modifies the styptic properties of the ferric chloride
and covers the metallic taste. The modification produced by glycerine
on the astringent taste of the perchloride is mainly due to its viscosity.
Very large doses of liquor ferri perchloridi can be given with an equal
bulk of glycerine without producing irritation and with good results in
hematemesis (Dr. Hale White, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, July gth, 2898,
p. iI8). Perchloride of iron mixed with glycerine forms an efficient
and not unpleasant astringent paint for the throat. In this application
the liquor ferri perchloridi on account of its acidity is better replaced
by the solid perchloride of iron. This salt is prepared by careful evapo-
ration of the liquor ferri perchloridi fortis. It is in pale orange-yellow
opaque crystalline masses, very deliquescent and entirely soluble in
water. A paint much used at Guy's Hospital is composed of perchloride
of iron x and glycerine 4. Under certain conditions glycerine acts as a
reducing agent upon perchloride of iron, converting it into a ferrous
salt. This fact was first brouglt to notice by Mr. G. F. Schacht in anote
upon the action of glycerine on some salts of iron read at a meeting of
the British Pharmaceutical Conference at Soutlhampton, I882 (Year Book
of Pharmacy, I882, p. 496). Mr. Schacht's experiments showed that
glycerine reduces persalts of iron and tends to prevent the oxidation of
protosalts, and that this influence appears to be stronger when the
mixture is exposed to sunlight than when it is left in the shade.
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ERRATUM.-The gainer of the Bronze Medal and Prize of the Medico-
Psychological Association was John Robert Lord, not George Robert
Lord as stated in the report which appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of July 3oth.


