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Dr. C. Radelyffe Hall, of Torquav. I have personally examined
the sputa in more than one hundred cases of phthisis, and in
many labouring under the Sheffield grinders' disease, that have
been under my own care, and shall simply content myself with
describing what I have seen...... There is a variety of expec-
toration which, without any qualification of which I am aware,
may be regarded as conclusive of the existence of thoracic con-
sumption. When spat into a glass containing water, it appears
in globular masses, like little balls of cotton. Some may be
seen floating on the surface, sustained by the bubbles of air
which are entangled in the surrounding mucus; others are
suspended at different depths, and some have fallen to the
bottom of the vessel. The patients from whom such expec-
toration is obtained, will be found in an advanced stage of the
disease, and a clicking rhonchus or the cavernous gurgling will
generally be heard under one or both clavicles.

" The first kind of expectoration observed in thoracic con-
sumption is frothy, and is characteristic of irritation. So far
as my own experience goes, it does not enable us to arrive at
any correct conclusion as to the existence of tubercle when
placed under the microscope; and many of the appearances
may arise from other causes. After a longer or shorter period,
as the disease may be impending or established, the expectora-
tion becomes gelatinous, rather transparent, and resembles a
solution of isinglass. This expectoration is generally brought
up in a morning in the dressing-room, and scarcely noticed by
the patient. It consists of a transparent and very tenacious
semifibrillated matrix, in which we may see imbedded oily
matter, molecules, granules, and corpuscles. This kind of
expectoration may often be seen in various forms of pulmonary
congestion. The investigations I have made in numerous
cases of phthisis, enable me to conclude with certainty that we
have, in looking at this kind of expectoration, a diagnostic
guide of very great practical importance; for when there is no
special tubercuilous tendency, the corpuscles are of one uniform
kind; but when the deposit of tubercle has taken place, or is
impending, the corpuscles are of various forms and sizes.
Some are ovoidal, some spherical, and resist the action of
acetic acid; others are abruptly defined, obscurely granular or
nebulous, requiling the application of reagents to render their
nuclei apparent. Others again are compressed and elongated;
another set may be seen of a spherical form, which are filled
with granules of fat or pigment, and these are often in pro-
cess of disintegration; and, lastly, corpuscles may be seen with
depressions, from which nuclei have been extruded.
"The first kind of corpuscles, Dr. A. Clark considers to

consist of very Young epitbelial cells and extruded nuclei; the
other varieties are unquestionably diseased epithelial cells, in
various stages of degeneration. The jagged outlines of the
corpuscles is a point of great interest to the practitioner, and
almost certainly diagnostic of phthisis. Dr. C. Radclyffe Hall
has drawn attention to the appearance in the sputa of enveloped
blood-corpuscles at the commencement of thoracic consump-
tion. In a great majority of the cases in wbich I have ex-
amined the sputa, this microscopic hamoptysis bas becn evi-
dent, even when to the naked eye there was no trace of blood;
and the opinion of this physician, that this appearance is seldom
absent in cases of the disease in which the more obvious expec-
toration- of blood is wanting, is strictly in accordance with what
I have observed.
"The next kind of expectoration is met with at a more

advanced stage of thoracic consumption. A highly charac-
teristic example is given (plate i, fig. 6) of this flocculent sputa,
in which will be seen a large piece of the curled elastic tissue
surrounding the pulmonary vesicles. The expectoration was
obtained from Sarah Ann Chambers, aged 18, admitted during
the month of October 1856, under my care, at the Sheffield
Public Dispensary, with signs of softening at the apex of one
lung. It is at the, period of the formation of these excavations
in the lung, that I most frequently observe the elastic tissue
forming the areolhe of the air-vesicles, partially obscured by
masses of molecular matter, in which tubercle-corpuscles may
be seen, and it then becomes an important aid to the formation
of a correct diagnosis..... I have never yet met with a case in
which I discovered with the microscope the elastic tissue of
the lungs, in the absence of all other symptoms indicative of
thoracic consumption. Such a case, however, has occurred, in
which that accomplished physician, Dr. Bennett, after a careful
examination with the stethoscope, could not detect any physical
sign of consumption."
The microscopic appearances in the Sheffield knife-grinders'

disease are duly described; but on these we do not touch, as

Dr. Hall is about to favour the readers of this JOURNAL with a
series of papers on the subject.
In treatment, our author, like every other discreet physician

of twenty years experience, is judiciously eclectic. His book
is rich in useful formuire for the alleviation of distressing
symptoms, which cannot fail to prove convenient in a com-
plaint whose varied features often tax the ingenuity of tho
medical attendant to devise fresh forms of palliative remedy.
The illustrations in clearness and definition are excellent.
We heartily recommend this work as a useful and honest

compendium of the present state of practical knowledge re-
specting pulmonary consumption.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST, 1857.

MR. GORHAM AND THE BOARD OF GUARDIANS
OF THE TUNBRIDGE UNION.

INSTANCES of the conduct pursued by Boards of Guardians
towards Poor-Law Medical Officers are common enough: but
the details are often wanting. The entire correspondence on ax
case, however, of apparently a most flagrant kind, has been
forwarded to us; and of it we shall give an outline.

It will be remembered by many of our readers that, at p. IIZ
of the ASSOCIATION MEDICAL JOURNAL for February 9th, 1S56,
there was published a correspondence between Mr. John Gor-
ham and the Board of Guardians of the Tunbridge Union,
relative to the salary of that gentleman as a poor-law medical
officer. The correspondence was concluded (in March 1855>
by a letter from Mr. Gorham, stating that " he felt so satisfied
that, after a die investigation of the facts on which he based
his appeal, the Board of Guardians must and would in justice
to themselves, to the parish, and to Mr. Gorham, make the
remuneration of the medical officer for the district commen-
surate with his duties, that he was not disposed to make his
acceptance of the appointmnent conditional oni an increase of
salary." Thus matters rested until January 1856; when Mr.
Gorham applied to the Board for one of the letters which had
been sent by him. Instead of the letter, he received a copy of
the following resolution:
"That the clerk inform Mr. Gorham that the Board of

Guardians decline to return his letter of the 14th of March
last; that on the 16th of March, the guardians replied to Mr,
Gorham's letter, and inquired whether Mr. Gorham made the
acceptance of his office conditional on an increase of salary;
and that Mr. Gorham, on the 20th of March, wrote to the
the guardians, stating that he did not make his acceptance of
the appointment conditional on the increase of salary.

" That the guardians have examined Mr. Gorham's medical
returns, and find them very irregular, and that he has alto-
gether omitted to enter the days when the paupers were.
attended or when medicines were furnished, or whether the.
attendances were given by his substitute, or other person.
instead of Mr. Gorham.

" That the clerk return to Mr. Gorham the last seven re-
turns, and request him to insert the days when the paupers
were attended and the medicines furnished, and to distinguish
in red ink, whether the attendances were given by Mr. Gorham
himself, or his assistant or other person."

After some further correspondence, Mr. Gorham offered to
nominate as his assistant, Mr. Joseph Percival, a duly qualified
member of the profession; and at the same time apologised
for not having done this before, the omission being, aact of
inadvertency on his part. Although, however, Mr. Gorham
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applied for the proper forms for making the nomination, no
notice was taken of his request. At the same time, he reiter-
ated his assertions that the amount of duties thrown on him
had been largely increased, and that this addition had not been
recognised by the Board of Guardians in the shape of an
increase of salary. No notice whatever appears to have been
taken of these representations; but, on December 22nd, 1856,
Mr. Gorham received a letter from Mr. Grenville Pigott, Poor=
Law Inspector, stating that he was about to institute an inquiry
into a charge made by the guardians against Mr. Gorham,
" that the entries in his Medical Returns, as District Medical
Officer of the Tunbridge Union, had not been correctly made;
but that entries of visits by him had been reported to the
guardians, which he had not personally made."

It is very evident that Mr. Gorham would never have been
troubled about inaccurate returns, if he had not become trou-
blesome in his importunities to the Board for increased remu-
neration. As he himself correctly points out, " it is not im-
puted to him that the poor in his district have been neglected";
and he broadly asserts that " the poor have, one and all, been
properly attended by himself and by thoroughly qualified me-
dical men acting as his substitutes, and the patients themselves
have never to his knowledge complained of want of attendance;
and in every case of difficulty, he has always been referred to,
and has given it his best care and attention." The charge
againist him was, we imagine, nothing more than a pretext for
his removal.
In reply to a request that he would attend the inquiry to be

held by Mr. Pigott, Mr. Gorham declined to comply, " after the
entire absence of due consideration towards him exhibited by
the Board of Guardians." This determination, we think, was
scarcely politic, however much he might have been annoyed by
the insulting conduct of the Guardians. It would perhaps
have been better if he had attended the investigation. At the
same time, he is desirous of a public inquiry, not merely into
the charge brought against him, but also into several other
matters of moment, which are thus expressed by him;-

" Whether those patients have or have not for the last eleven
years received from me proper attention in every respect?

" Whether the communications which I have, from time to
time, made to the Board of Guardians, as to the extent of the
additional work thrown upon me, are or are not correct ?-i. e.,
whether the number of out-patients has or has not increased
to three times the amount or thereabouts of the original num-
ber when I first took the parish, and whether the remuneration
has not actually diminished?
"Whether those communications have ever received that

attention which they deserved at the hands of the Board of
Guardians, or whether they have not been passed by entirely
unattended to ?

" Whether these facts have ever been brought to the notice
of the Poor-Law Commissioners; and if not, Why not?

" Whether the complaints which have now been made by the
Board of Guardians in reference to the returns have not arisen
solely in consequence of my pressing, what I conceived to be,
the fair and legitimate claim for professional remuneration,
not only individually, but as a simple act of justice to the pro-
fession to which I belong ?

" Whether the sum of one shilling and eightpence per head
for the whole year, for attendance and medicines administered
by a properly qualified person, is a fair and proper remunera-
tion ?"

The result of the inquiry has been, that Mr. Gorham has
been requested to resign his appointment; the principal reason
being apparently not so much the substantiation of the charge,
as the fact that Mr. Gorham declined to attend before the
Poor-Law Inspector during the investigation.

The whole correspondence has been published by Mr. Gor-
ham, and circulated among the rate-payers and medical men of
Tunbridge. He hopes that none of the latter will engage in
the duties of the office resigned by him, without a fair remu-
neration. We only trust that the profession in Tunbridge will
not be deaf to this appeal to their honour. It must be remem-
bered, too, that he has been not only injured but insulted by
the Board of Guardians. Common courtesy would have dic-
tated some kind of acknowledgment of his letters; but the
passing over his statements in silence was an act of gross
indignity.

THE WEEK.
THE Inquest on Mrs. Bacon has terminated in a verdict of'
" Wilful Murder" against Thomas FullerBacon, arsenic having
been detected by Dr. Taylor in various parts of the body. In
the interesting accotint of the post mortem examination given
at p. 162, it strikes us that there is a discrepancy on one point
between the evidence of Mr. Jackson and Dr. Taylor. Mr.
Jackson says, that the abdominal viscera " presented a peculiar
appearance," " like that which Dr. Christison and other ana-
lytical chemists describe as being the result of arsenic." On
the other band, Dr. Taylor describes the parts as "presenting
none of the appearances which are usually produced by this
poison." If the case have been correctly reported, this discre-
pancy may un'fortunately prove a ground on which an astute
counsel for the defence may' work with the'view of mystifying
the wvitness and the jury.

The letter of Mr. Edward Barber, published at p. 158, affords
an extraordinary example of the manner in which the study of
forensic medicine is sometimes encouraged. Three medical
men in Stamford, being desirous of observing the appearances
presented on opening of the body of the late Mrs. Bacon, ap-
plied for admission to the place where the post mortem exa-
mination was being made, but were refused, although they stated
their object to be merely to gain instruction, and not in any
way to interfere in the case. No explanation was given, ex-
cept in the case of Mr. Barber, who was told that, as he bad
attended Mrs. Bacon in her last illness, he would have to ap-
pear as a witness, and had therefore better not be present;
but the exclusion of the other two gentlemen seems to have
rested on the dictum of the Coroner, and Dr. Taylor and Mr.
Jackson, the medical examiners. Mere.idle curiosity is at all
times to be repressed; but when medical men endeavour to
avail themselves of opportunities of scientific improvement
which are not every day afforded to them, on subjects which,
nevertbeless, may at any time be brought under their imme-
diate notice, it appears primdfacie a most unwarrantable pro-
ceeding to deliberately and causelessly thwart them in the at-
tainment of their laudable desire.

The series of Resolutions forwarded by the Royal Society to
Lord Palmerston, and of which an outline is given in our news
columns, are a sign of great promise. They show distinctly
that the members of the learned institution from which they
have emanated are desirous of no longer moving on in the old
well beaten path, but of making such advances Rs shall be in
pace with the progress of the age. The recommendations have
of course a reference to the promotion of science in general;
but medicine also will profit thereby. The proposal to enlarge
the annual Government grant of £1,000 is worthy of note.
When the grant was first instituted, it is probable that the
sum was sufficient; but now that the field of science and ob-
servation has been and is being so vastly extended, the restric-
tion to such a sum becomes almost ridiculous. Our French
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