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surprising, when the fact of his not having tasted solid food for
six months, andl the amount of the discharge during the same
period, are taken into consideration. He was equally depressed
in spirits. He had been prayed for in church for some
Tnonths, and seemed to have made up his mind he could not
live much longer. The first thing to do was, what had been
so long neglected, namely, to open his mouth to make an ex-
amination; and this I effected with a series of screws and
wedges, gradually increasing in size, and applied at the same
moment on both sides of the mouth. I had offered him chlo-
roform, but he declined, saying "he was ready to bear any
amount of pain likely to do him good". It must have been
severe, but he did bear it, manfully. On passing in my finger,
the cause of the mischief was at once evident: two superior
molar teeth, decayed and dead, lay imbedded in a portion of
necrosed bone; the whole firmly held in situ by the closure of
the jaw, and no effort of nature could ever have removed it,
save through the abscess in the cheek. An elevator separated
the mass, and turned it out of the mouth without much diffi-
culty. After washing out his mouth, he found he could volun-
tarily open it to the same extent I had forced it. This is a re-
markable feature in these cases. I used to imagine the rigidity
was due to the ligam-aents of the joint, but I am now quite
satisfied it is owing to the contraction of the masseter or internal
pterygoid muscle, the weak depressors of the lower jaw being
quite useless to antagonise it; and the moment the cause of
irritation is removed, the muscle is relaxed, and the jaw opens
freely.
About three weeks subsequently, a piece more bone exfoli-

ated; and from that time his recovery was rapid. I saw him
last week. His health seems good. There is a slight depres-
sion in the cheek, corresponding to the loss of the bone, but
nothing approaching to a deformity.
Now, in all these cases, whatever the symptoms, and whether

the pain be severe, mitigated, or altogether absent, there is
throughout but one indication-namely, an effort of nature to
get rid of the offending body, which we, if we would endeavour
wisely to assist and second instead of to counteract her, ought
at once to seek out and remove.
But here is the difficulty. The patient has a dread of the

operation, and will run all iis ks, submit to anv other course of
treatment, or any amount of tsuffering, rather than undergo it.
An old lady, of seventy once old me that, from her earliest re-
collection down to the period when the last remaining tooth
had worked its own way out, she had seldom been free from
pain for a month together; and yet she could never summon
courage to submit to the operation of extraction: in her own
emphatic words, " she felt she must die first". But in severe
cases, where there is great tenderness or pain, or where the
operation would be more than usually painful and difficult to
perform, chloroform will deprive the patient of all excuse, and
prove a great blessing. It allows the practitioner to open and
examine the mouth carefully, perhaps for the first time; and
then, at hiis leisuire, to seek for and remove all that he deems
necessary. It is true that, owing to some few casualties, which
from the first I anticipated, some persons have as miiuch dread
of chloroform as of the operation itself; but my experience in
some three thousand cases, taken indiscriminately, and extend-
ing over a period of more than ten years, satisfies me that,
although, like all powerful agents, it is dangerous if misused, it
can always be given with safety if administered with proper
care. I can truly aver that, until the other day, when, in a
case of protracted operation at the shoulder-joint, muclh blood
being lost, syncope came on while the patient was fully under
the influence of the chloroform, but which was detected and
counteracted on the instant, I have not had one case which,
durinig its administration or subsequently, ever gave me a
moment's uneasiness.

Often, however, there is another difficulty: and that is on the
part of the practitioner. Perhaps lhe examines the mouth, and
ascertainis the cause of the pain to be the root of a tooth
broken off and buried deeply in the gum, or he finds a number
of roots clustered together, presenting no tangible surface for
the grasp of an instrument, and difficult to reach even with an
elevator. He sees they ought to be removed, but shrinks from
the task. To use a familiar phrase, " he does not like the look
of them'; and therefore recommends some palliative mode of
treatment, and patience. In point of fact, from not feeling
quite equal to the emergency, or wanting confidence in the use
of the instrument, he is reluctantlv compelled to leave his
patient to an indefinite period of suffering, and perhaps to
some of the evil results I have already pointed out. This ab-
negation of his legitimate functions, arising purely from want

of confidence in himself, has notoriously had the effect of
driving this department of surgery into the hands of unqualified
and often uneducated practitioners, styling themselves sutrgeon-
dentists, and affecting to consider the mouth as their own legi-
timate domain, to which the surgeon has no claim. But, what-
ever the cause, the result is the same; for now the old story is
repeated; the cheek swells, pus forms, and there is either a
circumscribed or diffused abscess. This is poulticed, to pro-
mote absorption, or to assist resolution, as the case may be.
Now, I cannot too forcibly insist that fomenting the cheek
under such circumstances is the most erroneous step of all;
for, should the abscess point outwardly, there will be a sinus
from which pus may continue to flow, perhaps for a year or
more, as long as there is any root or carious bone to exfoliate,
leaving, when healed, a deep pit or cicatrix in the cheek, which
disfigures the patient for life. This is not a pleasant alterna-
tive for a man, but a very serious drawback to a woman, in the
preservation of whose good looks we all feel a natural interest.
The tooth should be removed, when the puls will immediately
flow through the aperture thus made; or, failing that, hot water,
or hot bread and water fomentations, should be used in the
mouth; and, as soon as possible, the abscess, however deeply
seated, should be opened freelv through the mucous mem-
brane, and the pus allowed to escape into the moutth.

In conclusion, I think no one will deny that it should be a
part of a medical man's education to know how to deal with
such cases; and I trust that all you who have kindly gone with
me through these observations will have felt their interest and
importance; and, seeing how much suffering and mischief may
spring from so small a cause as a diseased tooth, you will
sympathise in my earnest wish to obtain the diffusion of more
enlightened views on this much neglected,-and therefore little
understood department of surgery. Every day confirms my
experience of its necessity, and strengthens my desire to see it
accomplished. Many complaints, that come under the notice
of the practitioner as diseases of the body, are in reality dis-
eases of the teeth. It is clearly impossible to treat the body as
a whole, if we are ignorant of its parts; and I will venture to
say there is no part much more widely and universally affecting
the general system than that of the teeth.

APPLICATION OF BELLADONNA AS AN
ANTILACTESCENT.

By HENRY G. TREND, Esq.

IN the JOUTRNAL of MSay 0'9th last, some very interesting re-
marks appeared upon the use of belladonna in checking the
secretion of milk, from the pen of Mr. Newman of Fulbeck,
near Grantham; and as I am in a position to clear up some
few doubts which that gentleman seems to entertain as to its
effect upon one breast only, and also upon the infant, I have
thought it worth while to make a few observationis thereon.

In the early part of this year, I had two cases in which I
deemed it advisable to check the secretion of milk in one
breast; one from threatening abscess, the other from exces-
sively tender nipples. In both cases, I allowed the infant to
continute at the other breast; there was an abundant supply of
milk, and neither of the children had a single bad symptom.
The breast operated upon, in each case, soon resumed its na-
tural size.

I have used the belladonna now more than a dozen times,
and have seen it fail but once; and, even in that case, it con-
siderably relieved that intense suffering which lacteal abscess
invariably causes. I firmly believe that if ladies would but
mention the first precursory symptoms of these abscesses to
their medical attendants, instead of to some meddlesome, igno-
rant old woman, " bad breasts" would, by the use of belladonna,
gradually be numbered among the things that were.

THE HEALTH OF PARIS. The Gazette Hebdomadaire de
MIdecine of June 4th, says:-Paris presents at this time a
striking example of the rapidity with which atmospheric
changes exert their influence on the public health. The hot
weather has scarcely set in more than five or six days; and
already there have been met with, in pirivate practice, a large
proportion of cases of intestinal disorder, especially diarrhoea.
We have taken care to ascertain that many of the persons
attacked had not yet tasted any of the fruits of the season;
there has therefore been a true constitutio medica, connected,
there can be no doubt, with the elevation of the temperature.
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