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muth is soluble in the gastric juice, its action is rapid, it pro-
duces no sensation of weight at the stomach, it rarely consti-
pates, colours the stools less than the subnitrate, and may be
employed for a long time without oppressing the stomach.
The action of the subearbonate appears to be seda,ive during
the first days of its employment, and subsequently to excite all
the phenomena which result from the action of tonics.

All cases of gastralgia consecutive upon phlegmasia of the
digestive passages, cases in which the tongue is red and
pointed, and cases in which the digestion is laborious and ac-
companied with putrid or acid eructations, or in which there is
a tendency to diarrho3a or spasmodic vomiting, demand the
employment of the subearbonate of bismuth. This salt is also
required in the vomiting of children, whether caused by den-
tition or succeeding to frequent fits of indigestion, and in the
diarrh"a of weak children, especially when occurring at the
time of weaning. One great advantage possessed by the sub-
carbonate of bismuth is,,that it neutralizes the acids in excess
which are found in the stomach. In all the cases where the
subearbonate has been taken, the pain in the digestive passages
is first found to disappear; then the eructations cease, to-
gether with the vomiting or diarrhcaa; the digestion becomes
less and less labolious, the tongue gradually receives its nor-
mal form and colour; and if the use of the subearbonate is
eontinued, the appetite increases from day to day, the yellow
tint of the countenance disappears, and the face becomes
coloured at the same time as it ceases to be shrivelled.
The subearbonate of bismuth is perfectly insipid, and excites

no repugnance. It is given before meals. Adults take it in a
little water, and children in honey. It may also be made into
lozenges. The dose for adults is from one to three grammes,
taken three times a day, in increasing doses. (Bulletin de Th-
rapeutique, Feb. 1857; and Brit. and For. Medico-Chir. Review,
July 1857.)

C

' t' ws +~ alt al.+v

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1T, 1857.

MEDICAL REFORM.
AT the meeting of the Association on Thursday, Sir Charles
Hastings stated that he had that morning received a letter from
Mr. Cowper announcing .the intention of the Government to
bring in a Medical Bill next session, and requesting an interview
with Sir C. Hastings on the subject. A resolution was passed,
expressive of the satisfaction felt by the Association at the
intelligence; and it was decided to leave the negociation with
the Government in the hands of the Medical Reform Com-
mittee.

MILITIA SURGEONS.
THE memorial of the Militia Surgeons, published at p. 4656,
is a document worthy of attentive perusal. On former occa-
sions we have directed attention to the hardships undergone
by that useful class of public servants, and have shewn their
position to be altogether anomalous. Our associate, Mr. Ikin,
also, in his interesting and instructive Medical Notes on the
Militia, published in this Journal in December 1856 and January
1857, has described the onerous duties which devolve on them;
and for an especial description of these, as regards the keeping
of returns and forms, we will refer our readers to the second
page of this JOURNAL for the present year. But the object of
the memorial, which was presented to Lord Panmure some

time ago, is to point out the unequal manner in which the militia
surgeons are remunerated, both in comparison with regimental
surgeons of the line and with private practitioners who may be

called in to give occasional aid in the examination of volunteers.
Thus the sixth paragraph of the memorial says:

" Your memorialists would also direct your lordship's atten-
tion to the difference of remuneration allowed for the examina-
tion of recruits for the line (4s. for each recruit), and that
for the militia (2s. 6d. for each); as the same time and trouble
are required in both cases, they respectfully solicit the same
remuneration for the militia volunteer. Again, your memo-
rialists would direct your attention to the remuneration granted
to a private practitioner, and to a militia surgeon, for the ex-
amination of militia recruits; if beyond six are examined in
one day, the militia surgeon receives but fifteen shillings;
whilst the private practitioner receives two shillings and six-
pence for the first eight, and one shilling extra for each volun-
teer above that number."
Then again, with this disproportion of pay for the examination
of recruits; with the ridiculously small remuneration of two-
pence per head per case for attendance (with medicines and,
appliances) on the militia men, their wives and children; the
militia surgeons, who are, for the most part, men engaged in
private practice, suffer often a great injury; and this remark
is specially applicable to those who were called to do duty
during the late war. They then

"Inspected many thousands of men for the line, and did not
shrink from doing duty for the regular service in garrison, in
camp, or on foreign service, including, in many instances, much
anxious attendance upon invalids from the Crimea; by which
they were compelled to abandon their private practice, ren-
dering it most difficult for them ever to regain their former
position in their private calling."

Besides this, the constant liability to be called away from
their private practice must materially, as they urge, damage
them in the consideration of the public.
In this state of hardship under which the militia surgeons

labour, we are glad to find that they have formed themselves
into a society, with the object, it appears, both of endeavouring
to improve their condition, and of providing for those emer-

gencies of distress which will happen sometimes in the families
of such men, but for the relief of which the state seems to have
made no provision. The necessity for this step-that of
forming a Benevolent Society-it will be remembered, was last
year proved by the melancholy circumstances attendant on the
death of Mr. Molloy, of the Northampton Militia, at Gibraltar,
in the discharge of his duties. We heartily wish the militia
surgeons all success in their endeavours to obtain that which is
just and honest for themselves. The prayer of their memorial
has our warm approval; and we trust that the Government
will not resist the just claims of a body of men who, in the
majority of instances, sacrificed, with but small chance of re-

covWing them, positions of standing and emolument to serve

their country in the day of its need. The claims of the militia
surgeons are worthy of the attention of all members of our

profession.

THE WEEK.
MR. IKiN's letter, at p. 653, seems to us more commendable
for the zeal with which he supports the merit of his Yorkshire
confreres than for discretian in the statement of details. The
paragraph which we quoted in an article on July 4, and which
has roused the jealousy of Mr. Ikin, certainly contained an
assertion too sweeping to meet with credence-even, it is pro.
bable, from those to whom it was immediately addressed; and
Mr. Ikin almost performs a work of supererogation when he
enumerates the teachers of the Yorkshire medical schools-men

645

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

M
J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.s4-1.31.645-a on 1 A
ugust 1857. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/


BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.] ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE. [AuGUST 1, 1857.

whose fame is world-wide, and whose ability is unquestioned by
all comiipetent judges. We quite admit the perfect competency
of the members of the profession in the West Riding to give
instruction in physiology to the people; and it is gratifying to
be assured that the diffusion of this important branch of know-
ledge has not been neglected by them. We cannot, however,
but think that there is still much room for well directed exer-
tionl in this direction; that there is necessity for vigorous and
steady action, to sow with the good seed of sound knowledge
that field of ignoraince from which men like as Harrison, Rush-
wortlh, and their wizard brethreD, reap so richl a harvest. As
for the subjects which should be taught, we imagine that
neither the Society of Arts, nor ourselves-nor any other
sensible person-would thinlk it requisite or proper to teach
clerlks an(d shopboys the details of " secretion, excretion, the
development of the embryo, and the physiology of genieration."
But still we think that a sufficient amount of the principles of
the (loctrines of respiration, circulation, the functions of the
brain and senses, and a few other points, might be taught
systeinatically, in a few lectures, with great advantage. And,
after all, this would only be putting into more regular order
the list of important subjects wlhiclh Mr. lkin has given in his
postscript. With Mr. Ikin's condenination of the paid lecture
system we caninot at all agree; and we cannot endorse his in-
sinuation that popular lecturing, for gain, is talken up as a
resource only by men whlo are "hard up" anid unable to pro-
v-ide for themselves in anly other way. WVe make these remarks
in the best feelin(g towardls TMr. Ikim; for we believe that both
he, anid the learned society wlhose proceedings he criticises,
and ourselves, all have the salmle object in view, though we
m-ay appear to hold somewlhat different opinions as to the
best plan of carryiing it out.

A few weeks ago, we called attention to the valuable influ-
ence exercised by a due system of physical training, in pro.
moting the development of national vigour: and we quoted
from an Americani paper some excellent comments on the
manner in which the mind is developed at the expense of the
body in the western continent. Since that time, there has
come before us, in the Anmerican Journal of the M1edical Sciences
for July, an extract from the biennial Reports of the Illinois
State Hospital for the Insane, which is so much to the pur-
pose, that we quote it without comment. The reporter, remark-
ing on solitary indulgence as a cause of insanity, observes that
it is unifrequent in Europe alUong the higher classes, because
of the atlhletic sports in which they are accustom-ed to indulge.
He then says:-

" So long as we have no niational amusements 'hatever; so
long as mirtlh andl sport are considered exclusively as puerili-.
ties; so long as the college is without its gymnasium and its
traditionial sports, and the schlool-house has lno well trodden
playgrouind; so long as we are in an iron-bound and close
rivette(ldollar-grAnding automaton, which benids every moment
at some ftalse slhrine of morality or respectability; just so long
will tlle wards of Amilericani institutions for the insane be
thronged with such subjects as weu have described. If society
will constantly weuar its Sundlay dress of enforced restraint, it
must pay for the privilege in suclh coin as violated nature
chooses to exact."

LETTERS AND CO1MMUNICATIONS.
Letters or commiW1unications for tlle JOOURNAL should be ad-

dressed to Dr. WYNTErt, Coleherne Court, South Kensington,
S.W.

Letters regalding the business department of the JOURNAL,
and corrected proofs, should be sent to 37, Great Queen Street,
Lincoln's Inni Fields, W.C.

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION:
ANNUAL MEETING.

THE twenty-fifth annual meeting of the British Medical Asso-
ciation was held at Nottingham, on Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday, of the present week. A full report of the proceed-
ings will be given in the next number of the JOURNAL.
The first general meeting for the transaction of business

was held in the Assembly Room, on Tuesday, at 8 r.mr.
The retiring President, Dr. James Johnstone, h1aving taken

the Chair, addressed the meeting, and introduced his suc-
cessor, BOOTH EDDISON, Esq., who delivered an address.

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL.
The Report of the Council was read by the General Secre-

tary, Dr. Williams: and was ordered to be received and entered
on the minutes.

VOTE OF THANKS TO DR. JOHNSTONE.
It was unanimously resolved:-
" That the most cordial thanks of this meeting be given to

Dr. James Johnstone, the retiring President; and that he be
appointed a Vice-President of the Association."
A vote of thanks was also given to the Council.

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS.
Dr. J. B. Melson and Mr. J. J. Hadley, both of Bilmingham,

were elected to audit the accounts of the Association for the
present year.

ELECTION OF SECRETARY.
On the motion of Sir C. Hastings, Dr. P. H. Williams, of

Worcester, was unaniimously re-elected General Secretary to
the Association.

ARMY AND NANY MEDICAL REFORM.
It was resolved, in accordance with a recomnmendation made

by the Council:-
" That a Committee be appointed to draw up such resolu-

tion or memorial as they may think proper, to carry out the
recommelndation of the Council on the subject of Army and
Navy Medical Reform; and that Mr. Flint, MrI. Soden, Dr.
Budd, Dr. Wynter, Mr. Tidmas, and Mr. Nunneley, be such
Committee."
On Wednesday morning, the Committee brought forward a

memorial, which was adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to
Lord Panmure, Sir C. Wood, and the Royal Commissioners for
inquiring into the Medical Department of the Army.

DR. HORNER AND HOMCEOPATHY.
It was unanimously resolved:
" That the name of Dr. F. R. HORNER, of Hull, be erased

from the list of Vice-Presidents of the Association."
COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL.

On WIednesday morning, the newly elected Council met, and
chose the following ten members of their body, to form, in
conjunction with the President, the President of Council, the
General Secretary, and one Secretary from each Branch, the
Committee of Council:-P. Cartwright, Esq. (Oswestry); T.
T. Griffith, Esq. (Wrexham); J. Heygate, M.D. (Derby); W.
D. Husband, Esq. (York); James Johnstone, M.D. (Birming-
ham); Ellis Jones, Esq. (Liverpool); E. Lankester, AI.D.
(London); E. Lyon, M.D. (Manchester); J. S. Soden, Esq.
(Bath); T. Watkin Williams, Esq. (Birmingham).

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL REFORMr COMM3ITTEE.
Dr. HENRY, one of the Secretaries to the Medical Reform

Committee, read the Report of the Committee, which will
appear next week.

It was r3solved, after some discussion-
" That the proceedings of the Medical Reform Committee be

approved; that the Report now presented by them be adopted;
and that they be requested to continue their services for the en-
suing year, with the addition of the following members :-W.
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