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IN societies of this kind it is usually the practice to close the
official year by an address adverting to the labours of the past
Rand the prospects of the future. Addresses of this nature,
often dull and uninteresting, and generally by no means easy
to frame, may sometimes be advantageously superseded by
-entertaining topics of a more general, and therefore more in-
teresting nature,-a plan which I should have felt more dis-
posed myself to adopt, but for the fact that the present may
be almost said to be the first opportunity of reviewing our past
and present position and our future prospects.

At our first general gathering, in the summer of 1855, the
Branch having then existed a few months only, your late
talented President, Mr. Langston Parker, delivered his address;
-and I feel confident that, on his retirement from the Presi-

dency in 1856, he would have given you a far more glowing
and interesting sketch of our position and prospects, than I
can hope to do, had he not been prevented from so doing by
serious indisposition. Let me, therefore, crave your indul-

gence whilst I offer a few remarks upon the British Medical
Association generally, and the Birmingham and Midland
Counties Branch of that Association especially.
The Provincial, now happily the British Medical Association,

may be said to have drawn its first breath in the board-room of
the Worcester Infirmary, on 19th of July, 1832. To Sir Charles
Hastings, M.D., of Worcester, our profession owes a great debt
of gratitude for the foundation of this noble institution, and
for his ardent and zealous support of it during its early infancy
and growth; and I feel assured that one and all of us must re-
joice to think that he has been spared to witness its present
magnitude and importance, and to lend, as it were, the counsel
and assistance of a friend where he formerly gave the fostering
care and directions of a parent. Nor is the early history of
our Association without its proud and pleasing reminiscences
for this town, when it is remembered that, at its first meeting
at Worcester, your late respected, talented, and venerable
townsman, Dr. Edward Johnstone, was unanimously called to
the chair, that he was appointed its first President, and that
amongst its earliest members in this town may be enumerated,
Mr. Hodgson, Dr. Darwell, Mr. Wickenden, and Mr. Sands
Cox. In reminding you of the principal objects to which the
Association pledged its attention, I shall the better be able to
review its past and present position, and to venture a few re-
marks on its future prospects; nor will you, I trust, think
such remarks impertinent or out of place on the occasion of a
Branch meeting. The grouping together of members of the
parent Association into local Branches presents many import-
ant features, to which I may shortly advert; but none more so
than the jealous and anxious surveillance which each Branch
will hold over the general usefulness, dignity, and importance
of the Association as a whole.
The objects proposed by the parent Association at its for-

mnation were:
" 1. Collection of useful information, whether speculative or

practical, through original essays, or reports of provincial hos-
pitals, infirmaries, or dispensaries, or of private practice.

"2. Increase of knowledge of the medical topography of
England through statistical, meteorological, geological, and
botanical inquiries.

3. Investigation of the modifications of endemic and epi-
demic diseases in different situations, and at various periods,
so as to trace, so far as the present imperfect state of art will
permit, their connexions with peculiarities of soil or climate,
-or with the localities, habits, and occupations of the people.
W" 4. Advancement of medico-legal science, through succinct

reports, of whatever cases may occur in provincial courts of
judicature.

"5. Maintenance of the honour and respectability of the
profession generally in the provinces, by promoting friendly
intercourse and free communication of its members, and by

establishing among them the harmony and good feeling which
ought ever to characterise a liberal profession."
Let us briefly inquire how far these objects have been carried

out during the quarter of a century that our Association
has existed.

I think that no one who has attentively perused the volumes
of Transactions which the society has published, can hesitate
to say, that they contain many practical, able, and interesting
papers upon a variety of professional subjects; that they con-
tain many valuable contributions from the experience of
private practice, as well as of our provincial hospitals and
dispensaries; and that they have done much to illustrate the
medical topography of many important districts of Eng-
land. Some years since the Association ceased to issue
an annual volume of Transactions, but substituted in its
place a weekly journal. However desirable in some re-
spects this change may have proved, I cannot but regret
that the society should have sacrificed the Transactions to
the JOURNAL, because the former appears to me the most
dignified proceeding, and the most durable monument of its
progress and usefulness. Without wishing in any way to dis-
parage the character of our JOURNAL in former years, I think
every impartial judge must confess, that it has latterly much
improved as a weekly summary of professional knowledge and
advancement, and that it bids fair to take a high place among
periodicals of this class: I say, bids fair to take a high place,-
but why should not our JOURNAL take the highest place
amongst medical periodicals, and our Transactions the highest
place amongst works of its class? The truth must be con-
fessed in reviewing the past history of the Association, that its
position and labours have been viewed with an apathy and in-
dolence on the part of the profession generally, the more
astounding and the more deplorable, inasmuch as it is, and
ever must be, the only general Association combining the
variable elements of which our profession is made up,-the
only Association which opens its arms to all medical men hav-
ing a legal qualification. Whence has this apathy arisen?
Partly, I believe, because the Association on the whole has
been too little scientific,--a fault which, as we shall presently
show, promises to be greatly amended through the medium of
its Branches. As some evidence of the truth of this conclusion
may be cited the perfect success of many purely scientific
medical societies in the metropolis and large towns, whose
doors have alike been thrown open to qualified practitioners of
all grades and kinds of diploma. But perhaps the fault is
more especially due to the laws and constitution of the Asso-
ciation itself, which its very rise and success have caused to be
more sensibly felt; for as it grew in numbers and importance
it was hardly to be expected that the rules, which at first suf-
ficed to regulate its government and progress, would be suffi-
cient to meet all its future emergencies. Hence the disaffec-
tion of many energetic and worthy Associates; hence also the
apathy of the profession from without. This critical dissen-
sion, which, for some time divided the society, and almost
threatened its very existence, has happily been removed by
the strenuous exertions of Mr. Michael and other reformers,
on one side, and the graceful and cordial concession of the
tories of the Association on the other; and it will ever be gra-
tifying to this Branch to remember, that in July 1856, in this
town, the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association cast off
the trammels of its old regime, fully adopted the only legiti-
mate principle,-that of representative self-government, and
assumed the wider and more comprehensive name of " British"
instead of " Provincial Association". The beneficial influ-
ence that has been effected by this timely reformation is best
seen in the fact, that, when dissolution appeared imminent,
the Association maintained its numerical force, and is evincing
increased vitality, unanimity, and energy; and to this reno-
vated spirit mainly (not to detract from the merits of its able
editor, Dr. Wynter) may be attributed the improved character
of the JOURNAL.
There can now be no longer any excuse for indolence and

apathy; it behoves every medical practitioner in this land to
join the Association: it is not, perhaps, too much to say, that
I believe they will, ere long, see their interest in joining it;
and that not to be a member of the BRITISH MEDICAL Asso-
CIATION will be a defect in one's professional position. I shall
rejoice to see our noble Association embracing the whole
field of respectable practitioners,-exercising its legitimate and
healthy influence over special corporations,-takina the lead
in not only medical politics, but in medical science, and pub-
lishing, as it ought to do, not only a good, but the best weekly
medical periodical, and the best annual volume of Transactions.
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I cannot help thinking, that an increased subscription of half
a guinea annually for these purposes would be well laid out,
and might be made to pay the working expenses. When we
consider that few medical men spend less than from twenty to
thirty shillings annually in periodical literature, they could
hardly grudgo a guinea and a half for the privileges of mem-
bership of the Association, conjoined with the supply of a first
class weekly Journal, and a valuable annual volume of Trans-
actions. Whether this idea be carried out or not, I would
humbly suggest that, in every case it is desirable that our
publications should curtail as much as possible the mere
business details of the Association, and cultivate as much as
possible the best class of practical and scientific professional
contributions.

Passing from the scientific to the moral influence of the
Association, we must, I think, all feel that it has promoted
much friendly intercourse and free communication amongst its
members, "establishing amongst them much harmony and
good feeling, which ought to characterise a liberal profession."
Nor has it been indifferent to general professional interests, as
testified by its constant and assiduous exertions against all
political attacks upon the dignity and usefulness of our com-
mon profession; its exertions in behalf of the oppressed and
ill-used naval surgeons and poor-law medical officers; and
lastly, its steady efforts and exertions in favour of a legitimate
and liberal measure of medical reform,-s question in which
its opinions may be considered as more important than
those of any one other medical corporation, from the very nature
of its constitution implying its enrolment of qualified prac-
titioners of every kind of grade and diploma.
Some twenty years ago, the associates in the town and

neighbourhood of Bath first formed themselves into a Branch
society of the parent Association, since which time no fewer than
seventeen Branches have been established. Gentlemen, I can
hardly find expressions too strong to convey to you my sense
of the importance of these Branches. First, the field of our
Association is so wide as entirely to preclude more than an
annual gathering of all its members; and even then, many of
those members who enjoy the largest share of public confi-
dence and patronage, and whose practical experience it is the
object of such an Association to draw out, can ill afford the
leisure to attend these great public gatherings; whilst they
can find no excuse for not occasionally, at least, attending the
meeting of their Branch. The Branches encourage the meet-
ing and fraternising of neighbouring practitioners,-an object
of paramount importance to the dignity, union, and strength
of our common profession. The Branches again, each repre-
senting an especial district, represent, when combined, the en-
tire profession, and so add unity, precision, and force to the
proceedings of the entire society, whilst they must ever pre-
clude the " British " from degenerating, on the one side, into
a mere Metropolitan, on the other, into a mere Provincial As-
sociation,-a fear, especially as respects the former condition,
which a short time since operated strongly on the minds of
many of our members. Then, apart from the social and me-
dico-political influence of the Association, the Branch meetings,
being more numerous and more accessible than the general
meetings, enable us to devote a far larger share of time to the
scientific proceedings of our society,-a point upon which we
cannot too strongly insist, since on it hinges the character and
usefulness of our body as a profession, and the " mark of our
high calling", which separates us from the mere money-seeking
charlatan, and enforces the dignity and honour of our position.
And whilst on this point, I may be excused for throwing out
the suggestion, that it would be well for each Branch to adopt
some scheme, either through a special committee selected for
that purpose, or by the mouth of the general meeting assem-
bled, for marking their sense of the value of such papers as
may be read before them, as to which should be recommended
for publication in the JOURNAL, and which they think suffi-
ciently important for publication in the society's Transactions,
should such a volume be again established, as I firmly hope to
see. This latter recommendation must of course be subject
to the decision of the general committee, on whom the selec-
tion for the Transactions may depend. Having spoken so far
on the general subject, it only remains for me to say a few
words on the Branch of which I have enjoyed the honour of
presidentship for the last year.

I think I may fairly congratulate you on the entire suc-
cess of our Branch, whether in respect of its numbers, re-
spectability, or pecuniary position. Our Branch has as yet
only existed two years and a half, having been first inaugurated
in December 1854; at this time we numbered one hundred
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adherents, and now, in this short period, can count one hun-
dred and sixty good men and true. I think it may fairly be
said, that we have not been behindhand in supporting the
parent society, to the best of our ability, in every good public
work it has taken in hand. Within its own sphere it has pro-
moted much friendship among its members; its meetings have
been numerous and well attended; and I can speak with much
feeling of the propriety, decorum, and friendly spirit which
has prevailed in all the meetings over which I have had the
pleasure, as well as the honour, to preside. The papers which
have been read before the Branch consist of

1. A Case of Hydrophobia. By Oliver Pemberton, Esq.
2. On a Case of Disease of the Suprarenal Capsules, illume

trating a Form of Anvemia. By Bell Fletcher, M.D.
3. On the Methodus Medendi of the Ancients. By A. B.

Rye, Esq.
4. On Disease of the Suprarenal Capsules. By. S. JY

Jeaffreson, M4.B. et L.M., F.R.C.P.
5. A Case of Blighted Foetus. By J. Simons, Esq.
6. On Amputation at the Ankle-Joint. By A. Baker, Esq.
7. On the Treatment of Prolapsus Uteri. By J. Bassett,

Esq.
8. A Case of Wound of the Kidney: Recovery. By J.

Johnston, MI.B.
9. A Case of Lupus: with Photographic Illustrations. By

J. R. Nicholson, M.D.
10. On the Nature and Origin of Renal Disease. By J.

Russell, M.D.
11. Cases in which a Disorganised Eyeball was excised for

Relief of Amaurosis of the Companion Eye. By J. V.
Solomon, Esq.

Time will not allow me to enter especially into the merits of
these papers, and the discussions to which they gave rise; and
it would be invidious to discuss their comparative values: but
this I can say, as a member or visitor of several medical socie-
ties in the metropolis or elsewhere, that the papers and discus-
tions of these meetings may be fairly classed as equal to those
of any medical society with which I am conversant. I would
strongly urge upon my fellow-Associates, from no small per-
sonal experience, the great good that may be derived from such
reunions, and the still greater good from the mental discipline
of putting together their experience and knowledge on various
subjects, in the form of papers, to be read before the society.
I should rejoice to see the day when our secretaries may be
overburdened by the number of papers sent to them, and
when the formation of a committee for their acceptance or re-
jection shall become a matter of necessity.
The past year has not been without its sources of pain and

regret, as well as of prosperity; and the council have already
announced to you that " we have to deplore the loss, by death,
of some valued members: Mr. Ryland, Mr. Thursfield, Mr.
Rumsey, Dr. Yelloly, and Mr. Simons. The first of these was
well known in this town and neighbourhood by his professional
talents and by the charms of social friendship. Distinguished
as a writer of great ability, and as a man of the most unselfish
character, his death, at a comparatively early age, has left a
void that cannot readily be filled. At Kidderminster, Mr.
Thursfield had earned an extended reputation; and his sudden
removal was the source of sincere sorrow to his patients and
friends. Mr. Simons' name adds another to the long list of
those whose lives have been sacrificed in the performance of
the duties belonging to our profession; he having sunk under
typhus fever, at the early age of forty-five. During his life,
Mr. Simons had obtained the respect of his professional breth-
ren for the general straightforwardness and zeal which charac-
tenised his career." I feel sure that the feeling terms in which
these deaths have been announced by your council, and the,
just meed of praise which has been bestowed on the labours
and characters of our fellow-labourers, will have met with your
most cordial sympathies.

In taking leave of you, it only remains for me to thank you
sincerely for your indulgence to me during my year of office,
as well as on the present occasion; and to wish the British
Medical Association, and our Branch, all the success and pro-
sperity which they so richly deserve, and to remind them that
an Association, which already numbers over two thousand
members, and a Branch over one hundred and sixty, cannot
fail to be successful, if it be but energetic and true to its own
good cause.
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