
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.] EDITOR'S LETTER BOX. [AUGUST 18,1860.

This it is that prevents unanimity amongst us, and enables the
Guardians to tyrannise over us, and the Poor-law Board to dis-
regard our complaints.

South-Eastern Counties.

Number Distance of Medical Average
Name of Union. of farthest officer's payment

patients. patieilt. salary. per case.

Miles. £. s. d.
Epsom . . . 1000 5 26 O(0

171 3i 30 3 6
Guildford . . 335 8 60 3 4

162 3 60 7 4
Hambledon. . 227 4 22 1 11

109 3 21 3) 10
Croydon . . . 1715 5. 10() 1 1

943 3& 100 2 2
Kingston. . . 9(5 5 60 1 3

7-75 3 100 2 6
Malling . . . 284 6 66 4 7

169 5 66 7 9
Sevenoakes . 736 6 100 2 8

30:3 4 100 6 7
Tunbridge Wells 1551 4 05 11

81:3 5 1052l7
Hollingborne . 561 4 75 2 8

309 4 80 4 10
Cranbrook . . 154 5 30 :3 10

158 4 43 5 5
Tenterden . . 2 '5 3 28 2 5

91 2 30 6 7
Sheppey. . . 161 4 50 6 4

61 5 75 24 7
Castry . . . 71 4 35 9 11)

.35 5 30 17 1
Dover . . . 230 6 35 3 0

t37 63 25 13 6
Elham . . . 120 1 3., 5 4

11 .1 28S 50 10
Hailsham . . 167 4 44 5 3

161 5 80 911
Ticehurst . . 1030 31 44 0 10

8394 5 52 2 7
IJckfield . .4.t7 7 65 ' 10

250 6 70 5 7
West Tirle . . 152 4 25 3 3

53 5 20 7 6
West Hampnett 230 41 45 3 10

43 4k 142 19 6
M,idhurst . . 395 6 30 1 6

132 5 38 5 9
Westbourne . 116 6 25 4 3

135 5 45 6 8
Portsea Island. 1146 2 42 0 8

447 2 42 1 11)
Fareham . . 167 5 38P 4 6

89 5 47 10 5
Isle of Wight . 1377 8 70 1 0

90 5 (6)0 13 4
Lyrnington . . 16-8 51 50 0 7

95 5& 132 6 8
Fordingbridge. 666 7 56 1 8

400 6 90 3 8
South Stoneham 202 5s 5s 5 0

110 3 50 9 3
Andover . . . 1350 7 55 0 9

198 7 65 66
Wantage. . . 278 4 30 2 1

137 4 59 7 5

Within the last few days, I have had remitted to me from
ten officers of the Grantham, Auckland, and Narberth Unions,
subscriptions to the amount of £4: 5:0. I have also received
from the students of the Manchester Royal School of Medicine
£2; which assistance I value exceedingly, as it has been spon-
taneously afforded, and comes from gentlemen who are only
indirectly interested in the success of our appeal for justice. I
trust the Poor-law medical officers generallv will see the neces-
sity of supplyingc the Association with pecuniary assistance; as
£200 at least will be required to enable me to lay before the
members of the legislature early next session the calculations
I have already made, and without which I fear the influence of

the guardians will have more weight than those of the medical
officers. I am, etc.,

RicEc D GRIF.FIN.
12, Royal Terrace, Weymouth, August 6th, 1860.

THE BROMPTON HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMIPTION.
LETTER FROM WILLIAM H. RANKING, M.D.

Sin,-Permit me to correct an error, though not an impor-
tant one, in Dr. Edward Smith's account of the origin of the
Brompton Hospital for ConsuLmption-that it was originated by
Mr. Rose, a solicitor, and that there was " no medical man
associated with the question." This is partly correct, hut not
entirely so; for the starting point of the noble institution
in question was the result of a discussion between Mr. Rose
and myself; and the original prospectus was written by me.
This fact, however, does not invalidate the remark of Dr.

Smith, that the Brompton Hospital had no selfish medical
element in its inauguration, for I purposely withheld my name,
feeling assured that such an imputation would attach to the
project, and in that case very properly render it abortive.

It is only justice to my relative, Mr. PRose, to state that the
perfect success of the Hospital is mainly due to his untiring
zeal and extensive influence.

Allow me to congratulate the Association on the admirable
meeting just concluded; and to express my regret at not being
a participator in so high a scientific treat. The elevate(d senti-
ments, both medical and moral, uttered by the talented piesi-
(lent and others, cannot fail to exercise a beneficial influence on
the profession at large. I am, etc.,

Wm. H. RANKING.
Norwich, August 13th, 1860.

HOSPITAL EXPELNDITURE.
LETTER FROM WILLIAM TURKNBULL, M.D.

SIR,-Hospital expenditure is a subject of great in.
terest, and I am glad to observe Dr. Inman's letter in your
JOURNAL. The total expenses for the year, as given in the
various reports, are, I doubt not, correct; but other points of
no less importance cannot, I fear, be learnt from these aDnual
statements. The actual number of patients treated, the cost per
case, and the diseases, would interest all, and prove of the
highest value. Until, however, the different hospitals adopt
the same mode of enumerating their cases, no satisfactory data
can be gleaned on these heads, the most important of all hos-
pital statistics. Recommendations are generally required to be
renewed every two or three months. This, I think, is very
proper, as it draws the governor's attention to the case, and
leaves it optional with himn to renew the recommendation or
not. While, however, I approve of this, I strongly condemn
the practice, too often followed, of counting these renewals as
fresh cases. Where this plan is adopted, it is evident that no
reliance can be placed on the number of patients, as published
in the annual reports; nor can any accurate calculation be made
as to the cost of each case, or any knowledge obtained of the
maladies which come under treatment. Let us suppose a case
of rare disease to be admitted, and that it requiires a lengtheued
course of medicine-it may be six, or it may be twelve months.
During this period, the recommendation will have been renewed
two or three or half a dozen times; and thus, instead of one
case of this unusual malady, we shall find several entered in
the books of the charity.
We, I regret to state, followed at one time this wrong path in

our Infirmary; but juster views now prevail; and, although we
still renew outr recommendations, we do not enter them as
fresh cases.

There are other sources of inaccuracy, although of mueb less
maanitude, which are apt to be overlooked in hospital returns;
as when a patient is referred from one medical officer to
another-say a surgical case from the physician to the surgeon.
This, I believe, is often made into two patients. It will also
happen that an out-patient changes his medical attendant. To
accomplish this, he obtains his discharge, and then brings a
new order on a different day, and is again enumerated. All
these blots on our hospital statistics ought to be avoided. It is
quite as easy to be correct as the reverse. Truth is ever better
than error. Wherever hospital returns are not strictly truithful
they can only lead astray, instead of affording, authentic ma-
terials from wvhich mnany useful deductions might be drawn.
In the table given by Dr. Inman, the expenditure for drugs,
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