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ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND, 1859.

F. C. SKEY, Esq., F.R.S., President, in the Chair.
THREE CASES OF TETANUS, IN WHICH WOORARA WAS USED IN

THE TREATMENT. BY T. SPENCER WELLS, ESQ.
THE author commenced by stating that, of upwards of three
hundred cases of ovariotomy recorded, he had only found one
in which tetanic symptoms were observed; and said that
tetanus appeared in two out of four cases in which he had per-
formed this operation last month; and that, althouglh he had
not seen a case of tetanus for upwards of ten years, a third case
had occurred in his -own practice within a month, after a very
trifling operation. The author alluded to recent cases of
tetanus treated on- the continent by Vella, Manec, and Chas-
saignac; and to the experiments of Bernard with the alkaloid
curarina, the active principle of the poison. The experiments
of Sir B. Brodie in 1811, the application of the results of these
experiments by Professor Sewell at the Veterinary College,
and the subsequent experiments of Mr. Morgan and of Dr.
Harley, had anticipated all that had been done recently on the
continent, with the exception of making the actual trial on the
human subject. The cases now brought forward were the first
similar trials made in this country.
The author detailed the particulars of a case of chronic, but

severe trismus, going on to opisthotonos, appearing a fortnight
after ovariotomy in a patient forty-one years of age. The ex-
citing cause appeared to have been a draught of cold water.
Woorara was used hypodermically and epidermically, six
..grains of the extract having been used in six days. The patient
recovered. In a second case, acute tetanus appeared seven
days after ovariotomy in a lady thirty-eight years of age, and
proved fatal in three days. The treatment was commenced by
assafcetida injections; and woorara was afterwards used, the
softened extract having been inoculated into both arms. In the
third case, tetanus appeared four days after a simplified peri-
neal operation for the relief of prolapsus uteri in a patient
fifty-one years of age. It progressed slowly; was treated first
by opium and ether, afterwards by woorara, and latterly by
chloroform, the influence of which was kept up at intervals for
forty-eight hours. The patient died on the evening the paper
was read.
The author thought that he had seen enough to establish

the following propositions:-1. Our knowledge of the physio-
logical action of woorara,-of its antagonistic effects to the
artificial tetanus of strychnine,-of the results of its use in
idiopathic tetanus of the horse and ass, and the facts that two
cases of chronic tetanus in man on the continent, and one in
this country, have recovered during its application, should en-
courage further experiments. 2. Although three cases of
acute traumatic tetanuls in man on the continent, and two in
this country, have died, notwithstanding the use of woorara,this should not discourage us from further trials, when we con-
sider the very fatal nature of this form of tetanus, and the fact
that in only one of these cases was the woorara applied in a
large quantity. 3. Looking to the probable difference in
strength of the specimens of extract brought to this country,
and to the well-founded belief that they are not all prepared
from the same species of vegetable, it would be well, in future
trials, to use a solution of the active principle of woorara, the alka-
loid curarina. 4. It is desirable to ascertain as far as possible,
by experiments on the lower animals, what dose of this alkaloid
might be inoculated with safety in man; and whether the arti-
ficial tetanus of strychnine establishes a tolerance of curarina.
This would afford some test as to the safety of using much
larger doses in man when suffering from tetanus than when in
a state of health. 5. Veterinary suirgeons should be requested
to aid us in our attempts to determine the value of woorara
when treating tetanus in the lower animals by carrying on the
dose of the poison until its full effects were shown by suspend-
ing animation, and thern restoring the animal by artificial re-
spiration. In conclusion, he suggested that more accurate
observation is much needed of what may be called the Natural
History of Tetanus. It was, he said, most interesting and im-
portant, therefore, to discover whether we may not have two
very different conditions confounded under the single term
tetanus; whether in some cases we have spasms dependent

upon irritation of a peripberal nerve and increased reflex ex-
citability; and in other cases a blood-disease caused by the
absorption of a morbid animal poison, developed by perverted
secretion of the wounded surface; which poison is analogous
in its effects, and possibly in its composition, to urea, strych-
nine, and the poison of hydrophobia.
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MILITARY LUNATICS.
LETTER FROM G. R. DARTNELL, ESQ.

SIR,-The leading columns of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of the 19th instant, contain a justly indignant article on the
practioe which prevails at Chatham of turning lunatic soldiers
loose on the streets, to be taken up by the civil authorities.
The main circumstance to which you direct attention is no
doubt true; but your information on some other minor points
appears to be hardly correct.

1. The practice of thus discharging certain lunatics from
the General Military Hospital at Chatham has existed, for a
considerable length of time, and is not altogether, I believe, in
violation of the law, although it is doubtless considered repug-
nant and offensive to the public, harsh and unfeeling towards
the soldier, and apparently an imposition on the Rochester
Union, which it is not surprising should at length be resisted.

2. The " asylum" to which you allude is nothing more nor
less than a small hospital, which was erected about three years
ago within the ramparts of Fort Pitt, and is merely intended
for the reception of insane soldiers on their first arrival from
abroad, and where they are kept only until decision can be
come to as to their fitness or unfitness for further service; it
must, therefore, be clear that this small and temporary esta.
blishment cannot be "c logged with incurable cases."

3. The order for the discharge of these soldiers does not
originate with the military or medical authorities of the gar.
rison, but with the War Department. The soldiers so dis-
charged are usually men of short service, entitled only to a
small temporary pension, and are handed over to the Roches-
ter Union for the purpose of being forwarded on to their re-
spective parishes, the trouble and expense of which consti.
tute, I believe, the chief ground of complaint of the Union
authorities.

4. With respect to "1 the military arm of the service not hay-
ing its hospital for insane incurables, where the afflicted soldier
might pass the remainder of his days in the same comfort as
incurably insane seamen do at Haslar hospital," I beg to ob-
serve that such an institution did exist for upwards of thirty
years, and was highly appreciated by officers, as well as sol-
diers and their wives, the number of patients of the three
classes generally averaging about one hundred. The Military
Asylum was first established at Fort Clarence, near Rochester,
but that fortress being required for conversion into a military
prison, and beipg very properly considered unfitted for the re-
ception of lunatics, the patients were removed, in 1844, to the
artillery barracks at Shorncliffe, and subsequently to the un-
occupied naval hospital at Great Yarmouth,which, at consider.
able expense, was fitted up for the purpose. Here the lunatics
were exceedingly comfortable, and a great advance was being
latterly made in the amelioration of their condition (with the
liberal sanction of the Secretary at War), by the establishment
of workshops for the useful employment of the inmates, and
the introduction of all the modern improvements in the non-
restraint and conciliatory system.
On the breaking out of the late war with Russia (1854), the

Admiralty demanded the restitution of this hospital from the
military authorities, for the purpose of appropriating it to the
reception of the sick and wounded of the Baltic fleet, when the
poor lunatics were abruptly removed, to be " farmed out" to
private asylums, and the whole establishment was permanently
broken up. The officers were sent to Coton Hill, near Stafford,
and the soldiers and women to a private asylum at Bow.

It is deeply to be regretted that this valuable and rapidly
improving institution should thus suddenly have been abolished,
which it was, I believe, solely on the plea of public economy.
The Commissioners in Lunacy remonstrated loudly against
the measure; and have repeatedly urged upon the military
government the justice and necessity of re-establishing an
asylum for the lunatic officers and soldiers of the British army,
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