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speedily make itself felt in a rapid increase of the Association.
Without exactly likening old members of Branches to tame
elephants, who would gradually lead younger local associates
to avail themselves of the full privileges of our powerful body,
we may yet fairly reckon upon the esprit de corps of our body to
accomplish much in this direction. We think very few of the
suggested local members, for instance, could long withstand
the infection of our annual Branch gatherings, with their good
papers, good feeling, and good dinners. It must be a very de-
termined local member indeed, who would be able long to hold
out against such social contagion as these items include.
We rejoice, then, to find that the Committee of Council have

set themselves practically to work to remove one of the most seri-
ous stumbling-blocks in the way of the proposed amalgamations.
Our body has now become so powerful, that it is far easier than
formerly to make it all powerful. We must attack outlying
medical societies in every direction; and if we can offer to
them greater privileges and advantages than they at present
possess-which we undoubtedly can, including, possibly, pub-
licity for their papers in the JOURNAL-we see no reason to
doubt an unequivocal success.
We are anxious to draw the attention of the members to

this scheme at the present moment, for the reason that the
annual meetings, which are just now coming off, will afford
occasions for its ventilation, and for discussion, of which proba-
bly the General Council may be glad to avail themselves when
the recommendation of the Committee of Council is brought
forward. Herein we have the means close at hand to strengthen
our position throughout the country; and we do not think
we are asking too much of our Associates, at their Annual
Meetings, to bring their earnest aid to the fulfilment of what
appears to us to be a very feasible scheme, and one fraught
with most important issues to the welfare of our body.

THE WEEK.
Ax old man, named John Burton, who has spent the greater
part of his life as a " billy-spinner" in a cloth factory at Stroud,
in Gloucestershire, but for the last eight or ten years has
practised as a herbalist and general " doctor" among persons
of his own class, has recently been committed for trial on the
charge of falsely declaring himself to have been in practice
before 1815, and thus procuring himself to be registered under
the Medical Act. The case was heard, on the information of
Mr. Richard Blaglden, surgeon, of Stroud, in petty sessions, on
Friday, June 17th. The defendant is said to be very poor and
illiterate. He has not charged for medicines or advice, but for
time and walking. Mr. Clutterbuck, solicitor, who conducted
the prosecution, read a letter sent by Burton to the Registrar,
in which he forwarded the following declaration: " I, John
Burton, hereby declare I was practising in Stonehouse before
the 1st August, 1815. ' He added, ";If you will kindly answer
this by return of post, and let me know the charge for being
registered, I will send it by next post." This was written in a
legible hand, and evidently not by himself. A printed form of
declaration was sent down, which was required to be attested
by a magistrate. This was declared, and on being returned his
name was entered on the register. Mr. Blagden put himself
in communication with the medical authorities in London, and,

with the cooperation of other medical gentlemen, instituted
these proceedings, his only object being to have the profession
ridded of an improper character. Mr. Clutterbuck put in the
declaration made before a magistrate, signed by the defendant,
and the extract from the register, signed by Dr. Francis Haw-
kins, the Registrar. Thomas Tocknell, a labourer, nearly sixty
years old, had known defendant for nearly fifty years. When
he first knew defendant, he was a sawyer, and afterwards he
worked as a labourer, and then as a spinner in a factory eight
or ten years. While witness was working with defendant, he
hurt his hand, but defendant did not do anything to cure it,
and defendant did not at the time act as a medical prac-
titioner. Witness never heard of his practising medicine tilL
ten or twelve years ago. James Alder, a labourer, sixty-seven
years of age, had known Burton for more than fifty years.,
The first time witness ever heard of the defendant going
" quacking" was eleven or twelve years ago. Henry Hague
worked at the same mill as Burton in the year 1827, for three
months, as spinner. This was defendant's regular employ-
ment, and he did not practise medicine. He first heard of his
doctoring twelve years ago. Daniell Darke, innkeeper, de-
posed to knowing defendant for ten or fifteen years. Defendant
had told witness that he dared not charge anything for advice
or attending, but he charged for his labour in walking, and it
averaged about 14s. or 16s. a week. Witness knew of
defendant's practising medicine for about eight or ten years..
He should not consider defendant a competent medical man..
Mr. Ball, in defence, contended that the defendant had " prac-
tised medicine" prior to the 1st August, 1815, in making pills,
salves, etc., and all that he had done since was to deal in herbs
and simples. He could produce evidence that defendant had
so acted prior to August, 1815. The defendant said he was not
guilty. The Chairman said the Bench had decided to commit
the case for trial. There were many points of difficulty which
would be raised at Gloucester; but it was the first case of the
kind, and a sufficient prinid facie case was made out. The,
ends of justice had probably been answered by the name being
expunged, and as defendant was an old man, and had acted in
this irregular way for some time past, and might not have
known when he made the declaration that he ought not to-
make it, perhaps those who set this information in motion
might not proceed to trial. Defendant was then committed
for trial, but admitted to bail, himself in £20, and two sureties
of £1O each.

At the Central Criminal Court, on June 16th, Thomas
Smethurst was placed at the bar, before the Common Serjeant,
for the purpose of pleading to the indictment found by the
grand jury and the coroner's inquisition, both of which charged
him with the wilful murder of Isabella Bankes. The prisoner
pleaded Not Guilty to both charges. Mr. Se-jeant Ballantine,
in support of an application he had made on the previous day
for a postponement of the trial, put in an affidavit made by Mr.
Teasdale, the solicitor for the prosecution, which stated that the
case was one of a very intricate character, and that there were
thirty witnesses to be examined for the prosecution, and the
evidence already taken extended to very great length, and there
had not been sufficient time to prepare the proofs to be laid
before counsel. The affidavit also stated that it would be
necessary to procure some additional formal evidence relating
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to the property of the deceased lady, which it was very im-
portant should be laid before the jury, and this evidence could
not be obtained at the present session; and the affidavit con-
cluded by Mr. Teasdale expressing his opinion that it was
absolutely necessary for the ends of justice that further time
should be granted to get up the case, and that they might be
frustrated if the trial were to take place at this session. After
some discussion, it was agreed to postpone the trial to the next
session-the case to be brought forward on the first day, if
possible.

A correspondent of the Times calls attention to certain
abuses in the lace-factories in Nottingham. He says:
"The hosiery and other trades are, as is well known, regu-

lated by the Factory Act; but the workers in lace are not under
it. The consequence is, that the abuses which fourteen or
fifteen years ago excited the sympathy of Lord Shaftesbury
and others, and which caused the passing of the Factory Bill
for the manufacturing districts of the north, are at this time
prevailing in and around Nottingham, and increasing with the
population. Some thousands of children and young persons
are employed, at ages varying from 6 to 18, and day and night
are alike devoted to labour. Twenty-one hours out of twenty-
four are con sumed in this way by relays of children and young
people, who work in succession. I saw lately, between 11 and
12 at night, about twenty-five children and young people at
work in an extensive establishment, who, in addition to day
labour, were kept at night from 6 P.m. until l A.M. The labour
is divided as follows:

First set, from 4 A.M. until 9 A.M. Breakfast.
Second set, from 9 A.M. until 1 r.M.
First recommences at 1 P.m. until 6 P.M.
Second recommences at 6 P.m. until I A.M.

"This is the routine for the whole year. It involves great
cruelty to young children, and demoralises the youth of the
district to an extent that can only be appreciated by those who
live around, or who remember the vice and misery in the
manufacturing districts before the passing of the Factory
Bill.'

In the Court of Queen's Bench, on June 20th, an action was
tried, in which C. J. Jackson, formerly a sergeant in the Hert-
fordshire Police, sought to recover damages from Mr. F. R.
Spackman, a surgeon at Harpenden, for negligent and unskilful
treatment of a broken leg. In May 1857, a dogcart, in which
the plaintiff was riding, was accidentally overturned; and, in
jumping out, he broke his leg. He was taken home,- and the de.
fendant was sent for; but before he arrived another practitioner
placed the leg on a pillow, and applied splints. The defendant,
on his arrival, placed the leg on Liston's apparatus, and bound it
up. When the bandages were removed, the plaintiff observed, he
said, a projection at the inner ankle; which, however, the defend.
ant assured him was callus. The plaintiff became an inmate of
Guy's Hospital from August to October 1857, and again in
March 1858, when he had a portion of the projecting bone,
about three-quarters of an inch long, sawn off. There was a
shortening of the leg to the extent of nearly two inches. The
evidence of Mr. Cock and Mr. Hilton, surgeons to Guy's Hos-
pital, went to show that the fracture had not been properly
treated. The defendant pleaded that there was no shortening
of the leg when he was first called in, and that the portion of
bone removed was probably a piece of the tibia, which had been
splintered by direct violence. Mr. Erichsen and Mr. Shaw

were of opinion that, if the defendant's account were correct, he
had treated the leg with proper skill and care. The jury re-
turned a verdict for the defendant.

sso~natiirn gunteJixgenc
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION:

ANNUAL MEETING.

THE Twenty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the British Medical
Association will be holden in Liverpool, on Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday, the 27th, 28th and 29th days of July.

President-W. P. ALISON, M.D., F.R.S.E., Edinburgh.
President-Elect-JAMES R. W. VosE, M.D., Liverpool.

The Committee of Council will meet at one o'clock on
Wednesday, at the Medical Institution, Mount Pleasant.
The General Council of the Association will meet at half-past

two.
Wednesday, 27th. 7 o'clock, P.M. First General Meeting of

the Association. The retiring President will make a few re-
marks. The new President will deliver an address. The
Report of Council will be presented, and other business trans-
acted.

Thursday, 28th. Morning, 8.30. Public Breakfast at the
Adelphi Hotel.

10 o'clock. Meeting of the members of the new Council.
At 11, the Address in Medicine will be delivered by Dr. E.
WATERS of Chester. Cases and Papers will be read.
The meeting will adjourn at 1, and reassemble at 2. The

Report of the Benevolent Fund will be received. Cases and
Papers will be read.
Evening. There will be a Soirde at the Royal Institution, in

Colquitt Street.
Friday, 29th. 11A.M. The Address in Physiology will be

delivered by A. T. H. WATERS, Esq., LiverpooL Papers and
Cases will be read.

6 p.m. Dinner. Tickets a Guinea each.
Members are requested to enter, on arrival, their names and

addresses in the Reception Room in the Medical Institution,
Mount Pleasant, where all the meetings will take place, and
where further information will be supplied.
Members who wish for previous information may communi-

cate with A. T. H. WATERS, Esq., 27, Hope Street, Liverpool.
It is particularly requested that all members who propose

to read papers will communicate with the General Secretary
without delay.

PHILIP H. WILLIAMS, M.D., General Secretary.
Worcester, June 21st, 1859.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.
NAXE OF BRANCH. PLACE OF MEETING. DATE.

SOUTH EASTERN. New Town Hall, Wednesday,
[Annual Meeting.] Dover. June 29th,

12 o'clock.
CAMBRIDGE AND HUN- George Hotel, Tuesday,

TINGDON. Bishop Stortford. July 5th,
[Annual Meeting.] 2 P.m.

READING. Council Chamber, Wed., July
[Annual Meeting.] Reading. 13, 4 P.M.

METROP. COUNTIES. 32a, George Street, Tuesday,
[Annual Meeting.] Hanover Square. July 19th,

8 P.M.

[To prevent delay, Reports of Branch Meetings should be
sent direct to the office, 37, Great Queen Street.]

508

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

M
J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.s4-1.130.507 on 25 June 1859. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

