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CORONERS' INQUESTS IN CASES OFW "SU DDEN
DEATH".

LETTER FROM HENRY TERRY, JUN., E1SQ.
Sin,-The followina case, whiclh has just occurred in my

practice, as it lhas probably also in that of others, is one upon
which I should like to ask for an opiniion.

A. B., a currier, of temperate habits, was under my care in
November 18358, on account of sorne trifling maladly, w*hicll
kept him from his usual avocation for a week or ten days.
From that time to the present, I have not seen him.
On Saturday, February 2(6th, after returning home from his

day's work, at 5 r.i., hle took his spade and walked to his
garden, distant about a quarter of a mile, for the purpose of
working in it. However, not feeling well, lhe soomi returned
home. He lhad not been there long before lhe complained to
his wife of faintness, atnd fell off his chair on to the ground. I
was sent for, and attended immediately; but lhe was dead be-
fore I arrived. Under these circumstances, I declined to give
a certificate of the cause of death, and concluded that the re-
sult of that would be a coroner's inquest. The coroner, how-
ever, refused to hold an inquest, on the ground, as I under-
stood, that there was no reason to suspect his death arose froml
other tharn nzatural causes. In my opinion, it would have been
more satisfactory to all parties if an inquiry had talien place,
with, of course, a post mnortem examination.

1 am, etc., H. TER-RY, J-UN.
Northampton, March 1st, 1859.

BEEAARE OF BIAD COMPANY.
LETTER FiiROMi FREDERICK J. Bitow-X, IM.D.

SIR,-I am desirous of placing my professional brethren on
their guard against the wily proceedings of the homniopathists.
An irndividual in this nei,hlbourllood wlho is (a) ani hom(co-

pathist, (b) an advertising curer of cancer of the stomiiach, and
curer of disease in general, and (c) an assumer of titles,
had lately the effronterY to become a candidate for the fellow-
ship of tlle Obstetrical Society. The Societv very properly in-
stituted inquiries, whiclh no doubt satisfied the Council of the
ineligibility of the candidate, and so no harnm ensued. But I
am desirous of noticinrg this instance, to show the necessity for
inquiries respecting thie character of any candidate for admis-
sion into medical or other learned societies. It is of the
highest importance to " fend off" (as the sailors say) these in-
truders upon the honourable practitioners of medicine. No
one should permit his name to appear as referee to any
assurance society that employs an holtaeopathist as one of its
m-edical referees.
The same individual that I have mentioned was appointed

medical referee to an assurance office a slhort time since, whilst
one or two other practitioners were associated with him. The
medical gentlemen were not aLware of the appointment of the
homceopathist, buit, on discovering it, they most properly in-
sisted on- their names being withdrawn, as they would not be
associated witlh a quack.

This case shows the necessity that exists for medical practi-
tioners to be extremely pa-ticular respecting their colleagues in
assurance societies. Any gentleman might easily get into an
awkward position through the ignorance or quack-loving sen.
timents of an agent to a life office. I say advisedly " quack-
loving sentimiients", for the public do love quackery, as the
recent exposures in the newspapers amply testify.

I am, etc., FREDERICK JA31ES BROWN.
Cliatliani, Kent, Mlarch 5th, 1859.

10 USE OF LORDS.-11onday, March 70th, 1859.
VA CCI NATION.

Earl GR1ANVnILE, in putting a question to the President of
the Counlcil, as to whetlher any regulations had been issued by
the Privy Council in respect to vaccination under the second
clause of the Act of last session, said, that, notwithstanding
the amiple evidenice which had been laid before Parliament and
the country during the last fifty years as to the advantages of
vaccination, we were yet far behind many of the smaller nations
of Europe in facilities which were afforded for putting it into

practice. The report of the Registrar-General showed that in
ten towns in England one quarter of the deaths proceeded from
small-pox, and in that very district of London there had been
228 cases of death from small-pox within the last 17 weeks,
whereas in the preceding 18 months there had only been 225
cases. In 130 districts small-pox was now prevalent in a
greater or less degree. There was very little doubt that the
increasing number of cases of small-pox was attributable to
neglect of vaccination and to bad vaccination. It was clear
that after the compulsory Act passed the proportion of children
vaccinated to the number of births increased very largely irn-
deed. The percentage in 1854 was 65; but in 1855 it fell to
56; in 1856 it fell to 54; and in 1857 it fell to 52. There was
no return which showed the result last year. With regard to
the neglect of vaccination, it was owing to the apathy of the
parish officers, to the apathy of the public vaccinators, and to
the apathy of the population, of wlhom no penalties were de.
manded. With regard to the badness of vaccination, Dr.
Jenner had stated that, although the art was very easy to learn,
unless it was properly learnt, vaccination was absolutely good
for nothing. Mlr. MIarsden, of the Small-Pox Hospital, stated
that in the course of sixteen years, of 3,098 cases of small-pox
which had been brought under his notice he found only 268
cases in which the marks of the best vaccination appeared, and
of those 268 cases three only terminated fatally. It was a
proof of the value of good vaccination, and, at the same time,
of the prevalence of bad vaccination. He would suggest that
the Privy Council should provide some means of instruction to
those medical men who wished to become public vaccinators,
and require from them, before being appointed-public vaccina-
tors, some proof of their being well informed of the matter with
wlhich they would have to deal. It would be of the greatest ad-
vantage if some general regulations and instructions were
issued under the authority of the Privy Council as to the mode
of performing the operation, and if steps were taken to insure a
supply of good lymph. It would also be very desirable if the
district vaccinators informed the Privy Council when cases of
small-pox occurred, and if the Privy Council sent immediately
to such a district a competent medical authority to examine
into the mode of vaccination and to stimulate the population
to avail themselves of so great a benefit. He thought that
efforts should be made to apply a remedy in the best and most
effective manner for so great a scourge, and that no delay
should be permitted in dealing with the subject. The nioble
earl concluded by putting his question to the noble mnarquis.
The Marquis of SALISBURY concurred in thinking it a most

important, though almost exclusively a medical question. The
Government had had their attention directed to the subject,
and had taken measures to secure a supply of pure lymph and
the more general practice of. vaccination. He regretted that
the proportion of cases of vaccination had diminished. Ia
1849, the nuumber of persons vaccinated was 315,:315; of per-
sons successfully vaccinated, 333,248; of registered births,
558,102. In 1854, tlle rnuml:ber vaccinated was 698,935; of suc-
cessful vaccinations, 677,886 ; of registered births, 623,699. In
1858, the number of persons vaccinated hatl diminished to
468,608 ; successful vaccinations, 455,004; registered births,
654,914. In November, 1858, the National Vaccine Board
called the attention of the Privy Council to the increasing de-
ficiency of the supply of vaccine lymph, stating that in 1838 the
number of vaccinations performed by their establishment was
18,659; that the average number in 1850, 1851, and 1852, was
10,713; and the average of 1854, 1855, and 1856, 8,207; while
in 1857 the number was only 6,327, adding that ordinarily that
board distributed about 215,000 charges of lymph; but that
under peculiar circumstances the demand had risen (and might
again rise) to about 320,000 charges-an anmount nearly 60 per
cent. higher than was supplied in 1838, when the sources of
supply were nearly three times as numerous as at present, and
suggesting an inquiry into the state of vaccination in certain
large towns. At the end of the year 1858, the medical officer
of the Privy Council proceeded to Liverpool and Manchester,
and made arrangements in the latter place which would ensure
a supply of from 20,000 to 30,00() charges of reliable lvmph.
Communications subsequently addressed to the metropolitan
boards of guardians would, it was hoped, enable their lordships
to secure a further large inierease of trustworthy lymph. As
soon as the Registrar-General's returns were completed up to
the end of the year their lordships directed communications
to be addressed to those boards of guardians in wh1ose unions
there appeared to be a considerable disproportion between the
number of births registered and the number of certificates of
successful vaccination received by the registrars of distmicts.
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