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eM l puhsteo sroe*bbfcre the atack, And the immediate
e of the p rsmis oongestion of the brain; hence pro.

bemy It fqent oecurrence during sleep. Some eases of
s1ilem alo appear due to a toxomia, eRpecially in drunkards.
3n some such cases, where albuminuna was present, he
beived that urea had been detected in the blood. If this were
oesect, the administration of a large supply of nitrogenised food
would be oontraindieated.
Dr. WmBeTzi directed attention to the more frequent occur-
eoos of epilepsy in young male persons than in females. He

believed that the disese was much more easily treated in early
than in advanced life. He related the case of a patient under
the cae of Dr. Ogle, in whom tracbeotomy had been performed
in August last, but wbo, though there was some temporary im-
provement, bad lately had several severe fits.

Dr. CAXPSagreed generally with Dr. Radcliffe that epilepsy
was a disease of debility.

Dr. WnLS :R said that idiopathic epilepsy was not always
a disease of asthenia, but was often met with in circumstances
in which a mnn-stimulant plan of treatment was indicated.
With regard to the occurrence of epileptic convulsions at night,
he observed that the disease involved a diminution of the powers
of the brain, with an exaltation of the functions of the spinal
cord; and he believed that the nocturnal fits were due to a
further diminution of the regulating power exercised by the
brain over the cord.

THE ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.
LETTER FROX GEORGE STILWELL, ESQ.

SmR,-It appears almost a duty that I should take some
notice of the various complaints which bave appeared fiom
time to time in the various medical journals, otherwise it will
possibly be construed into concurrence. May I therefore
request you to insert this letter? I should have taken earlier
notice, but have waited, hoping that the good feeling of the
parents of the pupils would have prevailed.

I am perfectly aware that all public institutions are very
properly open to strictures upon their management, and to
this doubtless much of their efficiency is owing; from this very
aircumstance, the greatest care should be taken to ascertain
their corTectness before publicity be given to observations and
accusations.

Having been the medical attendant from the opening of the
College, almost a daily visitor, and in constant friendly com-
munication with the pupils, also having a son at the College;
probably there is no person better acquainted with every cir-
cumstance that occurs, or more likely to give correct informa-
tion. But what has been the state of the case? Only two
letters of inquiry have I received. Nor have I heard of any
visits of inspection to the College by any of the parents to
confirm or correct the statements of the pupils, who, I think,
wre likely to overdraw occurrences without the intention of
making incorrect reports, especially if they find public notice
be taken of them.
The amount of complaint which I have been able to collect-

and I bave taken great pains to do so-is, first, that the meat
has been tainted. This, I bave ascertained, did occur twice
duing the very hot weather. I cannot imagine how such
eould have been foreseen. The other complaint is, that the meat
is sometimes underdone. I have been very frequently present
when some of the pupils have called my attention to this, and
found that it was only from the gravy being in the meat from
the necessary size of the joints. I can make out three times
when such statements appear to have been in part correct, and
then evcry pains was taken to remedy the deficiency.
The fastidious conduct of some of the pupils is far beyond

what I had formed an idea of. - Whatever may have been the
shorcomings at the Royal Medical Benevolent College, I can
with confidence assert that the endeavours for the comfort,
welfare, and instruction of the pupils, by those who have the
immediate management, cannot possibly be exceeded; and
this I also know is the hearty desire of Mr. Propert and the
Council; every person may convince themselves of this fact.
But should anything be thougbt deficient in the management,
the remedy is in the yearly cbange of the Council.
The medical profession cannot but derive benefit and honour

from the Royal Medical Benevolent Colloge; and the most
tender ce should be taken that no in o e or unjust
complaints damage its early reputaion: bht, on the contray,
by kind consideration and libeal assistance to strengthen the
hands and cheer the minds of those so anxiously engaged in
establishing and promoting the well doing of so valuable an
institution. I am, otc,

GzORGE STIWWZL
Church Street, Epsom, November lbtb, 185.

SANITARY CONDITION OF CROYDON.
LETTER FROM A. CAPENTER, M.B.

SIR,-Dr. Routh bas quite mistaken the object of my paper.
It was to set forth the advantages of sanitary reform as en-
denced in the satisfactory results which have followed the
operations of the Board of Health in Croydon; and not in-
tended in the least as an attack upon the learned doctor. I
shall not now enter upon the different points touched upoD by
him in his letter, but will defer my answer until I have satis-
factorily convinced him of the greatly improved sanitary condi-
tion of Croydon at the present time. I feel assured that I
have only to shew him the proofs, to enlist him most ardently
in favour of further efforts upon the Croydon plan.
I shall be very glad to make him to know Croydon as it is;

and I hope at some early day to be able to present some very
satisfactory facts to the profession which will shew that effi-
cient drainage, with a constant system of water supply, are
boons cheaply obtained, even at the cost which Croydon has
had to pay for them. I am, etc.,

ALFRED CARPENTER, M.B.Lond.
Croydon, November 12th, 1856.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS, AND
APPOIN TMENTS.

*1n these lits an asterisk i s prefixed to the names ofMembers oftheAsoc ai&n.
That this departent may be accurate, ample, and early in its isfornais,

the assistance of Members is reqst.

BIRTHS.
*COvENTrY, John, Esq., Surgeon, the wife of-a daughter-at
Winshorrow House, Hampstead, on November 17th.

FIELD, Alfred, Esq., Surgeon, of Brighton, the wife of-a son-
on November 14th.

FORSTER, John Cooper, M.B., of 11, Wellington Street, London
Bridge, the wife of-a son- on November 18th.

*FULLER, Henry William, M.D., of Manchester Square, the
wife or-a son-on November 8th.

MEYER, JOhD, M.D., the wife of-a son-at Ealing, on Novem-
ber 16th.

RIDOUT, C. V., Esq., Surgeon, of Egham, the wife of-a
daughter-on November 12th.

SHORTHOUSE, J. H., M.D., the wife of-a son-at Carshalton,
SulTey, lately.

VIDAL, William Foot, Esq., Surgeon, of Aveley, Essex, the wife
of-a daughter-on November 15th.

MARRIAGES.
Fox-BRADLEY. Fox, Edward Long, Esq., eldest son of*Francis
Ker Fox, M.D., of Brislington, near Bristol, to Jane, daughter
of the Rev. Charles Bradley, vicar of Glasbury, at St. Petrs,
Eaton Square, on Nov. 18th.

PRESTON-VF.ITCH. PREsTo?;, J. W., Esq., 76th Regiment, to
Charlotte Mary, eldest daughter of the late James Veitch,
M.D., at St. George's, Hanover Square, on Nov. 1.5th.

ROBERTSON-IRWIN. ROBERTSON, J. R., M.D., of Wiesbaden,
to Harriette Lucy, youngest daughter of the late Edward S.
Irwin, Esq., of Dublin, at Frakfort-on-the-Maine, on Octo-
ber 9th.

SHEPPARD-KERSHAW. *SHEPPARD, G. A., Esq., Surgeon, third
son of the late *James P. Sheppard, Esq., of Worcester, to
Mary, younger daughter of the late William Kershaw, Esq.,
43rd Regiment, at Whittington, Shropshire, on Nov. 13th.

WjLSHx-GANT. WAiBz, Hugh Crawford,Esq,Surgeon BEoal
Artillery, to Edith Coiquhoun, youngest daughter of Major
J. J. Grant, at St. Peter's, Eaton Square, on Nov. 17th,
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