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The Coroner was anxious to have the opinions of Mr.
Solly and Mr. Simon, as to whether the state of the patient's
health previous to the operation was such as to preclude or
to permit the use of chloroform; and whether the dresser had
applied the chloroform properly, the patient being in deli-
num tremes. Mr. Solly saw the patient the day previous
to the operation, and he thought him a healthy subject.
Mr. Simon also agreed generally in this opiinion. Mr. Simon
was under an impression that the death was epileptic in
the present instance, and as no person could, in the usual
routine of hospital practice, discriminate such patients, he
believed every thing that was right had been done. As re-
pardsdeliriumtrenens, Mr. Simon believes we want facts; but
its striking analogy to some of the worst forms of epileptic
and hysteric seizures would make him cautious. Mr. Paget
conceives the existence of delirium tremers to be a very
strong contraindication to the use of chloroform-indeed,
one of the strongest. Mr. Solly, on the opposite hand,
agrees with Dr. Snow; and as chloroform is a cure for
delirium tremeiu, he would not be afraid to give it to such
cases. That drunkards requiire more chloroform is the ex-
perence of Guy's Hospital; and hence delirium tremens pa-
tients may get an overdose, or the cumulative dose may kill
when least expected-may strike more suddenly on some in-
ternal organ. This practical remark is due to Mr. Callaway.
Dr. Black is inclined still to believe that patients are
asphyxiated in chloroform, as if in carbonic acid; and, as
drunken patients, or those under delirium tremens, are too
often impassive to surrounding circumstances, they may
get an overdose without making the usual resistance.

These opinions, or somewhat opposite views of the same
subject, are not conflicting; they rather, as taking an
aspect of the case from different sides, bring perhaps into
more stereoscopic relief a very serious and difficult problem.
Nearly a hundred deaths have taken place from chlo-
roform; yet, as Mr. Simon says, we want facts rather than
opinions, so that, by induction from facts, we shaU arrive
by another route at opinions. Our provincial hospitals
may furnish facts. We are not without opinions; but are
they the true ones?

In the autopsy in the present case, which we ob-
served with particular care, the brain was in a state of
cedema and bloodlessness, very like the brain in a patient
who died from chloroform at the Ophthalmic Hospital.
The liver was fatty. But the heart seemed a very model or
type of the healthiest kind of heart. All the other organs
were also healthy.

EXCERPTA MINORA.
Mr. LA±WRENCn exhibited a case for the icraseur last

week, and Mr. ERICuISEz removed a hbmorrhoidal growth
very satisfactorily by its means on the 22nd.*-Mr. CURLING
operated, purposing to remove a peculiar recurrent fibroid
growth in the gastrocnemius muscle for the second time,
the last day of operation at the London Hospital. The
case was of interest, as Dr. A. Clark had previously antici-
pated the recurrence of the tumour, though apparently not
malignant, from the single fact of its containing " nests of
cells", which seemed to grow or multiply by fission.-A
case of dislocation of the head of the humerus, accompanied
by fracture of the neck of the humerus, of a very peculiar
and unusual kind, has been under the care of Mr. LE GRos
CLARK, at St. Thomas's.-Several cases of less interest, and
no immediate surgical importance, the result of a frightful
accident at the Surrey side of the river, have been brought
into Guy's.-Mr. ERicnsxw has had a very good case of
excision of the elbow by the single incision, as noticed in the
AssoCIATION JOURNAL.

X Mr. Erichsen showed his class a second form of icraeeur, in which the
movement is continuous, not intermittent, like the instrument of M. Chas-
SWagOa.

TREATMENT OF LEUCORRH(EA AND GONOR-
RH(EA IN FEMALES.

BY GEORGE KING, Esq., Bath.
AT the last meeting of the Bath and Bristol Branch of
the Association, I exhibited a little instrument which
I call " King's Vaginal Penicillus", which I recommend to
the members of the profession, for the better application of
medicinal remedies to the vaginal passage. In my mid-
wifery practice, my attention is often directed to mucous
discharges from the vagina; and I have also occasionally to
witness and treat some of the many serious consequenc a
and frightful effects arising in children from these purulent
discharges, which they pick up in their passage through
the vagina during parturition. The best means of getting
rid of the cause of these unpleasant affections, and to find a
remedy more effectual than those generally used, has for
a long time occupied my attention. The old mode of
treating diseases of the vaginal passage by the introduc-
tion of the syringe, I have often thought is not the best
and most effective.

In this paper, I am not going to enter into the various
causes of the discharges from the vagina, nor to recommend
any new or particular remedy, but to recommend a better
way of applying the usual remedies that are already in use
for the mucous discharges from the vagina.

It is generally supposed that leucorrhoea arises from de-
bility or some constitutional disorder; but I be-
lieve that there must be some local affection,
and that all vaginal discharges are more com-
monly the result of some irritation or local stimu-
lus in the part. Although constitutional treat-
ment may sometimes be necessary for its cure,
we generally depend more on applications to the
part affected than to internal remedies for its
removal. Whatever may be the cause, whether
the mucous discharges from the vagina arise
from constitutional disorder, parturition, irri-
tating substances, or poison, the local treat-
ment is much the same; and nearly all the suc-
cess arising from external or outward applica-
tions depends on the manner of applying them.
I have long thought that the old plan of
treating lexucorrhoea and gonorrhoea, by injecting
with the common syringe, is not the most
effectual and certain way of applying curative
means to zhe vaginal passage. There is no
doubt that there are cases in which the whole
passage is inflamed; but we generally find that
patients complain of most heat and pains just
within or at the outlet of the passage: therefore
this is the part to which the means should be
directed. But in the usual way of treating the
disease, by injecting with the syringe, the part
most complained of is passed over. The syringe I
is introduced into the passage, and the lotion is ji
thrown up to the uterus, instead of being ap- jt
plied to the part affected; and all the benefit to X
be derived is in its way back again. With the
Penicillus, the remedy is applied direct to the !
part diseased, consequently must be more effec-
tual, and not quite so troublesome in its appli-
cation. There is no difficulty in applying or I
using the Penicillus. The patient has only to K
dip it into the lotion, and, when it is saturated,
it is to be introduced into the vagina, or it may be pow-
dered with or sprinkled over with alum powder or oxide
of zinc, or any other stringent powder. Applications may
also be applied to the os uteri through the speculum by
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the Pmicilleu Evay time after using it, it should be
In clan wwar, and wiped dry.

The Penici may b oocured frm Ir. dwin Han-
cock, surTical instrument maker, Bath. Thirty-two postage
saps will insure its being sent free to any part of the
Unitd Kingdom.

ON THE NITROGENOUS WATERS OF BUXTON.
By C. W. BE=L, M.D., KLLS., Buxton.

PwzVoJunS to the Reformation the employment of water as
a remedil agent was carried to a great extent in England,
,eacialiy in such places as were celebmted for the peculiar
virtues or purity of their waters, under the name of saint's
ox holy wells; but along with the worship of their patron
its, most of them lost much of their supposed miracu-

lous power. It is not a little singular that, though few
records of the practice pursued in conducting these cures
remain in this country, a most minute account of the prow
cesses used by the monks at Malvem in the treatment of
their patients has been preserved in a small quarto volume,*
entitled, Die Engtische Wanser-Hur, written in German, and
published in Suabia in 1568. The treatment there de-
scribed is exactly that which Preissnitz revived in that
country about twenty years ago as his own discovery, and
which gave rise to what is now considered an entirely new
system of water cure.
From time immemorial the waters of Buxton and Bath

have been especially celebrated in the cure of gout and
rheumatism; but so different was their chemical composition
and temperature, that it appeared strange that their effects
should be so much alike. Those of Buxton have been fre-
quently analysed, and found to contain not more than 20k
grains of solid material in a gallon,t and of these ingre-ffents not one is of any remarkable efficacy in the cure of
disease unless employed in considerable quantity. It was
therefore extremely difficult to reconcile the wonderful in-
fluence exerted over every form of rheumatism, by a water
containing less of mineral ingredients than the purest of
ordinary sprng waters;. but this spring was well known to
be charged with some kind of gas, which was seen to escape
in large bubbles from the waters, and it is only of late
years that this has been recognized as very pure nitrogen
gas, the quantity of which, as determined by Dr. Lyon
Playfair in the analysis of the water undertaken by him in
1852, at the instance of the Duke of Devonshire, has proved
to be much more considerable than had been stated by pre-
vious analysts, amounting to no less than 206 cubic inches
per gallon, only about 1 per cent of the gas evolved being
carbonic acid gas.

.The waters of Bath contain a much larger proportion of
eral ingredients, consisting of salts of lime and magne-

sia, common salt, Glauber's salt and silica, to the amount
of 142 grains to the gallon, or seven times as much as
those of Buxton; but even this impregnation with salts, in
themselves tolerably active when takren in large doses,
forms so weak a solution, that it would be necessary to
evaporate several gallons of Bath water to obtain a dose
of salts sufficient to operate as a moderate aperient. From

This volume was shown to the author severalyears ago by Dr. Komprn. a
gentleman of Suabia, of great erudition, then resident in Edinburgh.+ Dr. Lyon Playfair gives the following as the oorrect analysis of &a im-
perial gallon of the Buxton waters:- grs.

Silica .... ............... O G6
Oxide of iron end alumina ................... 0-240
Carbonate of lime ........ ........... 7,773
Sulphae of lime ...................2 '323
Carbonate of magnesia ................ ,544
Chloride of magnesium ........ ........ 0-114
Chloride of sodium .............................. 2 420
Chlortde of potassium ............................ 23500Fluorine (as fluoride of calcium) ................. trace
Phosphoric acid (as phosphate of lime) ............ trace

20 579

Also, Cubic ilaches.
Nitrogen ........................................ 20
Carbenic aeid. 1-66

all thi it is evident, th whatver vir the
of Bat and Buxton may mt

ited to the minerl saw ldin .olaunX
they must t f depend eith on thir tyut
which, as the former issues from the earth at 1170 F
heit and the latter at only 820, is not vey likely; or the
similar effects the produce on th rumati couiom
must be due solely to their gaseous contents, for anal
has shewn that from the Bath springs a e considera
quantity of nitrogen gs is evolved, although hardly
amounting to half the quantity contained the Buxton
water.
The discovery thatto nitrogen gas alonecould beattributed

the wonderful effects of these springs has taken the medicd
world by surprise, and is a fact not yet sufficiently reoog-
nised; but we have little doubt more accurate analysis of
the continental spas longest celebrated for relieving god
and rheumatism will prove this gas to be the agent on
which their efficacy mainly depends, and that as in Bath
and Buxton much of what had previously been mistaken
for carbonic acid gas is in reality nitrogen.

This gas has always been considered quite inert as a
therapeutical agent, having been regarded only as a diluent
of the oxygen of the air, which, undiluted, would have
proved too exciting to the animal constitution, and there.
fore we may consider ourselves as living at all times in an
air-bath of nitrogen; how then can it te believed that the
same element in which we breathe and have our being can
have any special influence upon the constitution when ap-
plied to our skins and stomachs through the medium of
water, other than it produces when taken in the large quan-
tities we are perpetually inhaling into our lungs? Such
considerations, combined with the almost universal opin
entertained by medical men that azote has absolutely no
physiological influence on the animnal frame, may wde
excuse scepticism as to the Buxton waters possessing any
healing properties at all; and we cannot but believe that the
publication of the excellent analysis by Dr. Playfair which
we have given above, has greatly contributed to damage
the reputation of these so long celebrated baths, by show-
ing that the water is little less pure than distilled water,
ad contains no active ingredient whatever, unless azote be
one-an idea which no one, we believe, had up to that time
very strenuously advocated, but magsa eat veritas et prga-
labit. Let any one overfed, little exercised, plethoric, and
with some latent tendency to gout make the experiment of
remaining ten minutes in the natural bath of Buxton, and
he will soon repent of his unbelief. He will experi-
ence giddiness and discomfort, pain in the loins, and pro-
bably rheumatism in all his limbs, and very likely his
temerity will be punished by a plentiful eruption of pimples
on the face, effects which he would hardly expect to feel
from remaining a few minutes in a tepid bath of pure
water, which this would be if nitrogen were really as inert
as it is supposed.

In a gouty habit, the effect of incautiously bathing in
the Buxton waters without previous preparation is not un-
frequently a very suiden and severe attack of gout; but if
the system be prepared by an effectual purge and one or
two warm baths, the use of the natural waters (as it
is customary to term them when of the temperature at
which they issue from the spring, 82° Fahrenheit) is not at-
tended with such severe consequences. In such cases cau-
tion is the more requisite in commencing a course of bath-
ing, for while in the bath the gouty or rheumatic patient
experiences a wonderful mobility and freedom in his stiff-
ened and painful joints, that tempts him to prolong the
enjoyment, but after the natural reaction that is due
!olely to temperature has time to subside he finds his pains
increaze, and about two hours after his bath a languor and
lepression succeeds that might induce him to have recourse
bo stimulants, an inclination which it would often be inju-
rious to indulge.
Most writers have described the effect of these waters as

peculiarly stimulant, but they are in truth in the first in-
3tance exactly the reverse. Whon used by a person of seden-
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