
m ABOCAfnON MIAL JOURNAL. [OCT. 18, 1SM

ebitor's- setter 01

THE APPARATUS TO REMEDY CONTRACTIONS OF
THE NECK, ETC.

LEBTTR FROM J. H. JAMES, ESQ.
SIa,-I have only just read in the AsSOCIATION JorTr.AT, of

September 6th, a communication from Mr. Hussey, of Oxford,
on the subject of " Machines for Contractions of the Neck,"
wherein he mentions that Mr. Gooch, of Norwich, in 1,750, used
a machine made on a similar plan to my own. I cannot sup-
pose that Mr. Hussey means to imply that I wras guilt.y of
wilf plagiarism, when I submitted my paper to the Medico-
Chirucal Society, in 1832; indeed, if that had been the case,
I should have been one of the boldest plagiarists that ever
existed, in offering it to such a society. I believe the profession
generally, including, I hope, Mr. Hussey, will rather give me
credit for having been ignorant of what Mr. Gooch had done,
quite as much as Professor Quain was of my proceedings in
this branch of surgery and a fortiori of Mr. Gooch's. I shall
now be content with any credit that may attach to reproducing
so useful an apparatus; but it may not be amiss to say a few
words as to my ignorance of Mr. Goochs prior claim. If I was
ignorant of it, so apparently wero all the leading surgeons of
my early days. During manY years attendance on the lectures of
some of the most eminent surgeons in London, I never hleard Mr.
Gooch's apparatus mentioned. In no work on surgery com-
monly read in that day, or in this, is there any meiition made
of it, that I can find. Tle opinions of the greatest surgeons
of that, and I might almost ndd, of the present time, condemn
the operation in the neck; as, I believe, from their not being
aware of the use of such an apparatus. vy friend, Mr. H.
Earle, who in modern times introduced the plaln of operating
on cicatrices from burn elsewhere, for a long period confined
his recommendation to the limbs; but in the lectures he gave
and published in the year 1832, he mentioned my plan as
original and successful (p. 53). Even now, in the recent works
on general surgery, e. g., the Cyclopmwdia of Surgery, Liston's,
Erichsen's,South's Tran8lation o Chelins, Druitt's, etc., no men-
tion is made of Gooch's plan. Professor Quain evidently was in
ignorance of both his and mine, or we cannot suppose that he
would have communicated the apparatus and operation as a
new one. Last, I may mention an authority of high repute in
operative surger3y, Mr. Fergusson, who, while, if Ifdo not greatly
forget, in the earlier edition of his work, he condemned the
operation as fruitless, in a later, did me the honour of referring
to my practice with commendation. It is clear, therefore, that
Mr. Gooch's labours, were lost to many others as well as to me.
The more the pity; but if we were bound to look through every
work on surgery, before venturing to offer a plan to the pro-
fession as new, which we believed to be so, few, who have their
time much employed would pursue any other course than a
prudent silence. To all controversy I am much averse, but a
due respect for my own credit has called forth both my last
and present communication, and if it should lead either to a
more extended employment of a very useful apparatus; or to a
result I most sincerely wish it may, i. e., the Council of the
Collegetaking into consideration the advantage of having records
of surgical instruments and apparatus under their noble roof,
it will not be in vain; they show the mile mali modos, why not
the mille alutis?
Mr. Hussey mentions that Mr. Tamplin has long, practised

"the treatment of such cases, by mechanical extension with-
out the division of the cicatrix." To this point I have myself
adverted, more especially with re.spect to the prevention of such
deformities; and I may now observe that I cannot have
borrowed the apparatus from Mr. Tamplin, for the date of my
paper is 1832, while his admission as a member of the College
is 1836. It is satisfactory, however, to find that a gentleman
of Mr. Tamplin's extensive experience affirms the principle.

I am, etc., J. H. JAmEs.
Eeter, 11th October, 185G.

SALIVARY CALCUTI.
LITTECR 3Rox T. SYIPSON, ESQ.

Sm,-I find, in the remarks appended to Mr. Hnsband's
"Case of Large Salivary Calculus", reported in the JouRxwA
for October 4th, the following paragraph: "Tb. largest cal.

culus in M. Forget's cases weighed forty-four grains, only one-
half the size of the one now described; nor can I find one of
equal size on reeord."

If Mr. Husband will refer to the first volume of the Lancet
for 1835-6, page 39, he will there find the report of a case
wliich occurred in the practice of my father, and in which the
calculus weighed one bundred and fifteen grains. The mu-
seums of the College of Surgeons and St. Bartholomew's Hos-
pital can, I believe, boast of the possession of larger savary
calculi than even this; but possibly the history of the cases
with which they are connected may be less perfect.

I am, etc., THoMAs SYMPSON,
Surgeon to the Lincoln County Hospital, etc.

2 James Street, Lincoln, Oct 13th, 1856.

ANOTHER DEATH FROM CHLOROFORM.
LETTER FROM CHARuES KLDD, M.D.

SIR,-A sad but instructive case of death from chloroform
has occuirred during the week; and, as corroborating a psycho-
logical point urged by me in the Dublin Quarterly Journal, but
then considered verv heterodox, perhaps you would permit me
to direct attention again to it. I allude to the danaer of such
nervous diseases as hysteria, delirium tremens, etc., in patients
where we have to give chloroform. Some of the earlier deaths
from chloroform are suggestive, as showing that we must not
yet be frightened at its exhibition.

In the year 1849, one of our most industrious collectors of
(leatlis by chloroform gave only seven fatal cases. In two
other deaths, we read of severe convulsions and overdosing
attending the exhibition of the aniestlietic; in another cas
given abont this time-a fair specimen of others at this period
-we are told a half-ounce of chloroform was first used, with
little or no effect; theen another uAT -OUNCE;! when stertor
almost at once set in; the pupils became dilated; pulse 70, and
strong; sudden syncope and dcath; heart and lungs both
found congested at the post mortem examination. In all these
cases, perhans, there was poisoning or overdosing. In the
patienit, however, at St. Thomas's Hospital this week, as well as
in one or two others I saw, purely emotional or nervous influ-
ences were at fault, and the patients were dead from two or
three inhalations, almost in an instant, as if shot.
A death from chloroform occurred at Guy's in 1850: the ar-

terial bleeding was noticed to stop suddenly during the opera
tion; the pnpils were contracted; but there was stertorous
breathing; at the post mortem examination the lungs were
found very much congested.

I saw another case, however, of death, in 1854; it was ex-
ceedingly sudden and frightful. I do not think the heart
had anything to do with it, however. It was observed about
this time by Sachs, that, in patients subject to epilepsy, chlo-
roform brouhlit on an epileptic fit; while the French Academy
ascribed other deaths, not to fatty heart, but to air entering the
veins by using artificial respiration. No one can watch the
oceasional similarity between chloroform fits and epilepsy,
and not be a little stagered in its use. A case at St. Bartho-
lomew's in 1852 ended fatally; the patient went from one fit
into another, till he died after the third fit. The external
jugular vein was opened, and the lungs inflated; but all to no
use. We have clearlv, then, two things to deal witb-the
danger of overdosing, easily avoided; and some intricate
n3ervous problem, not yet solved. Syncope is looked upon in
Germany as the cause of death; asphyxia in France. A
marked case occurred in France recently-apparent death; but,
on pulling ouit the tongue of the woman, consciousness was re-
stored.
The case this week is instructive, as it was carefully observed

all through, and the usual aaents, such as oxygen gas, elec-
tricity, etc. (in which, I must say, I place no reliance), were
steadily applied. The man had come to bospital to have a
finger operated on. He was apparently of a very bad oonstitu-
tion, and trembling with delirium tremens. He had ouly taken
a few inspirations of the chloroform when his eyes became
fixed; signs of syncope were manifested; he seemed to faint or
swoon: he was dead! Artificial respiration was at once set
up; and Dr. Dundas Thomson, who always keeps a supply of
oxygen gas ready, procured some oxygen and an electric bat-
tery. It was obviously of no avail; the man was dead, to all in-
tents and purposes.

In the DubUin Quarterly (Febrary 1856), I said, " The ex-
istence of hysteria in a patient is sure to lead to death, if such
a padent be placed under chloroform." The close relationship
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of hysteria, epilepsy, and delirium tremens, will be at once evi-
dAt If there be anything more alaming than another about
thes deaths from chloroform, it is the suddenness with which
soatia and molecular life are annihilated. Some link in the
groat chain of what Marshall Hall calls diastaltic actions is
broken; and the death is probably due to some complex nervous
disreement not yet worked out, rather than what was once
fasbiomiable, and only fashionable, viz., fatty heart.

I am, etc., CHInLzs KInD.
KIagiand, Oct. 13th, 1856.

THE AUTHORITY FOR THE STORY OF THE
ARSENIC-EATERS.

LETTER FRom W. B. KESTEVtEN, ESQ.

S=,-In Dr. Pereira's work on Materia Medica, the autho-
rity for the arsenic eating-story, is mentioned as being quoted
fm Wibner into the Med. Jahrbsch d. CEsterr. Staates, 1822,
i 90. Dr. Balfour, in the AssOCuTION JOURNAL (1855, P. 1081),
refers to the quotation from Wibmer. Dr. Milner Barry has
kiadly pointed out to me the evident anachronism of these
references. I have succeeded in obtaining an examination of
two of these works. Vogt's Pharmakodyntamtick was publishedl
in 1823; Wibmer's work on Materia Medica, in 1831; the
Med. Jahrbuch d. (Esterr. Staates, in 18T2. The last-mentioned
periodical is referred to by Vogt as his authority. On turning
to it pages, I find that the often quoted statemenit is made, not
by Wibmer, but a Professor Schallgruber, in a Report on the
Medico-legal dissections made in the Royal Lyceum at Gratz,
inthe period 1817 to 1820. (Bericht iber die am K.K. Lyceum
zu Griltz vor Jahre 1817 bis einschlussig 1820 vorgefallenen
gerichtlichen Leichcn-Eriiffnungen.) In this report there are
included several cases of poisoniirng by arsenic. The comment
of Professor Schallgruber affords, however, but sliglht confirma-
tion of the alleged impunity of arsenic-eatin. " The cause of
such frequent accidents," le says," appears to me to be the
familiarity with which the commerce in arsenic is carried on in
our country."-(" Die ursache dieser so haufigen Unghlicksfille
s8heint mir der vertraute Um-ang mit dem Arsenik in inserm
Lade.")

Dr. Schallgruber then relates some of the marvels with which
you are already familiar; but he gives no kind of evidence
whatever as to the doses, effects, or analysis of the so-called
ac.
I had overlooked a notice of the "MMangeurs dc'Arsceic,"'in

the Journal de Chimie Midicale. I very readily take this oppor-
tunity to repair the omission, which beanrs out my assertion of
the want of confirmation of the story by the Jounial in question.
In the volume for 1854, p. 447, M. ChevalLier observes:-" On
nos a reproche de n'avoir pas, dans notre Journal, parl(e des
Toxicophagee ou mangeurs d'arsenic; les faits annonces nous
out paru tellement invraisemblable, qua nous n'y avons pas
ajoutk foi: notre incredulitE persiste."
Allow me to add that in the articles on arsenic-eating,

lately published in this JouRNAxL, I find that I have uninten-
tzonally invested the late Mr. J. F. W. Johnston with a cha-
racter which did not belong to him, and which I considered
might have given weight to his representations. Dr. Christison
has informed me that Mr. Johnston was not a member of the
medical profession; whatever degree of authority, therefore,
the supposed medical character may have given to Mr. John-
ston's statements, is now shown to be wanting. Consequently,
the defective nature of the testimony to this romance is, if
possible, still more strongly seen.

I am, ett., W. B3. KESTEvEN.
Upper Hollow<y, October 10th, 1856.

OPIUM-EATING.
S ,-Dr. Harrison's account of an opium-eater who came

umder his observation must not be relied on too confidently
on one point, namely, the young woman's sterility. I have
been for many years an eye-witness to a deplorable case of in-
fatustiou of laudanum-taking, in the person of a lady whose
daily dose is three ounces of tincture of opium, and more, if she
can get iL She has produced a houseful of children, and is
now only ceasing to do so from having arrived at the matronly
term of life-45. I am, etc., F. W. P.

O.tb.r 14th, lbU

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS, AND
APPOINTMENTS.

*Iw these lists an asteriskis prefied to thae we ofMesurs cftheAsW)ciBs.
That thiu dspartienat way be accurate, apleantl carly in its inforvataO1S

the assistance of Members is requested.

BIRTHS.
CAMPBELL, -, M.D., 51st Light Infantry, the wife of-a
daughter-at the Curragh Camp, Kildare, on Oct. 8th.

1)ANEELL, -, MI.D., of Clarges Street, May Fair, the wife of-a
son-on October 13th.

MARRIAGES.
BRIsTowE-STEAr.,xs. BRmSTowE, John Syer, M.D., of St.

Thomas's Street, Southwark, to Miriam Isbella, eldest
surviving daughter of Joseph Stearns, Esq., of Duiwich
Common, at Camberwell, on October 9th.

Or.DFIELD-PRESCOT. OLDFIELD, Henry Ambrose, M.D., Ben-
gal Army, to Margaret Alicia, fourth daughter of the late
Rev. W. H. Prescot, of Bradshaw Hall, Cheshire, at Stock-
port, on October 9th.

S,rrr-OiT'.-iE. SMITH, Charles K., Esq., to Adelaide Ellen,
fourth dauahter of John Ogilvie, Esq., Surgeon R.N., of
Boughton Blean, Kent, on October 8th.

WILsoN-DAY. WILsoK;, J., Esq., Assistant-Surgeon H.E.I.C.S.,
to Sarah Frances, youngest daughter of the late Rev. Ed-
ward Day, of Kilgobbin, Kerry, at Seetzbuldee, Madras, on
August Oth.

DEATHS.
DUTTON. On October 8tli, at Theresa Place, Hammersmith,
Anne, wife of James Dutton, Esq., Suirgeon.

GAIMOD, SaMUCe, Esq., Surgeon, late of Hackney, at East
Peckham, on October 6th.

MANNERS, Walter, M.D., at Clayworth, aged 68, on Oct. Dth.
NEwTroN. On October 8th, at Croydon, Jane, eldest daughter

of the late John Haynes Newton, Esq., Surgeon, of Her

Majesty's Forces.

PASS LISTS.
ArorirEcARrEs' HALL. Members admitted on Thursday,

October 2nd, 1956:-
BARKER, William, Habton, Pickering, Yorkshire
BENNTETT, Henry Philip, India
BLOXAM, Matthew, London
Bran, Horatio Warner, Sawbridgeworth, Herts
CouRiNEY, Sydney Charles, Leatherhead, Surrey
LADE, George, King's Lynn, Norfolk
WiLLu, Reginald Moore, Newton-on-Trent

Thursday, October 9th:-
ARTHUR, William Henry, Knaresborough
HINGSTON, Joseph Tregellis, Plymouth, Devonshire
PLAYNE, Alfred, Nailsworth, Gloucestershire
SANDFORD, Frederick Vavasour, Queen's Own Light In-

fantry Militia
SAvERY, Evelyn Alexander Oswald, Chepstow, Mon-

moutshsire
WEST, David Ormond, Penbrook, Portsmouth
WxwLums, Peter, Carmarthen, South Wales

HEALTH OF LONDON: -WEEK ENDING
OCTOBER 11TH, 1856.

[From the Registrar-Genears Beport]

THE return for the week that ended on Saturday, exhibits a
low rate of mortality. The deaths, which irn the previous six
weeks have been on an average 1085, declined last week to
939. In the corresponding weeks of ten years 1846-55, the
average number was 1003, and if this is raised by a tenth par.
for increase of population, it becomes 110(3, compared w;th
which the present return shows a reduction of 104.
Of the total number, 484 were deaths of males, 455 those of

females. Deaths from the zymoti¢ or epidemic class cd dise
eases, which in the previous week were 256, were last week

only 234. Of these, 14 were from small-pox, 25 fromimeeale6,
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