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THE POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS.
LETTER FROM C. B. GARnETT, M.D.

Sm,-I call upon you as an old associate, and as one desirous
that the present corps of poor.law medical officers should do
battle with clean hands and with clear consciences, to give pub-
licity to the following facts.
The Poor-Law Board having decreed that all union medical

officers, appointed in and after March 1855, should hold office
permanently, if possessing the M.R.C.S. and L.S.A. diplomas,
but only from year to year if otherwise qualified, a few adven-
turous individuals took advantage of this law to drop into
sundry localities and nolens volens turn out several old prac-
titioners.

In March 1855, believing in my own re-appointment, as
usual, to this district, where I have resided eighteen years and
for several years held the parochial appointment, a medical
man, a perfect stranger, was proposed by bis father-in-law, the
rice-chairman of the Kingston Board of Guardians, as a candi-
date for my office, and although a memorial, signed by nearly
all the respectable residents in the place, was presented to the
Poor-Law Board in my favour, and although I was supported
by a large number of the Guardians, this gentleman turned me
out, the Board of Guardians being informed by Lord Courtenay
that if an M.R.C.S. and L.S.A. offered himtself, he must be in-
discretionally elected in the place of a medical officer not pos-
sessing those two particular licenses. In March 1856, the same
vicc-chainnan brought forward his owfn son, a resident of
Graveseud (see Directory, 1855), and turned oUt a gentleman
of Kingston an M.R.C.S. only,-who from his long residence in
that town,-his kindness to the poor,-his unwearied assiduity
in a most laborious office and admitted skill, had woni for him
universal approbation and confidence.
In neither case was any chlane contemplated or desired in

the medical staff of the union, nor was there any other opposing
candidate in the field!

Sir, I leave these two persons to explain their conduct to the
profession, and to conciliate that peace with their brethren in
the poor-law service that they have so unscrupulously disturbhd
by dispossessing two brother medical officers of their offices and
hardly earned emoluments.

Domestic servants, even, would not treat their flunkey.
brethren in such a disingenuous manner.

I am, etc., C. B. GARRETT, M.D. and LS.A.
Thames Ditton, June 7th, 1856.

CASES OF MONSTERS.
LETTER FROX GEORGE KING., ESQ.

SIP.,-Xr. Hartshorne thinks his cases worthy of remark, in
conseqience ofboth ofthewomen having undergone considerable
mental irritation during their pregnancy. But Mr. Ilartshorne,
like most others who have written on this subject, has omitted
to tell us at what period of pregnancy these mental emotions
took place, and Dr. Johnson, whom he has quoted, was guilty
of the same error. If gentlemen who believe that the fntus is
impressed through the mind of the mother, when they meet
with such cases would kindly inform us at what period of gesta-
tion these supposed impressions were made, they would do much
towards elucidating a very important and undecided point. It
must be at a very very early stage of pregnancy for any mental
emotions of the mother to interfere with the organisation, or to
prevent the development of the fnetus in the uteau; I have
sometimes thought that the mind of the mother has had some-
thing to do with these irregular developments, called mon-
sfrosities, and I have tried to trace it, but in vain. On inquiry
of the mother if she could account for it, I have always found
'hat she referred to some fright or circumstance which took
place within a month or two before her confinement.
But it is impossible that such1 changes and alterations in the

structure or arrest of growth of the fwtus in utero could take
place at such a late period of gestation. I am inclined to think
that the mental emotions of the mother have but very little to
do with monstrosities or producing those extraordinary births
we sometimes meet with, altbough we must admit that that
which produces a powerful effect on the mind will also operate
powerfully on the body, through the mind, which is a strong

proof, and exemplifies the intimate connexion of mind and
body; but if the contents of the uterus are to be affected through
this medium, it must be the embryo, not the fmtus. These
deviations of nature, and cbeck of formation and development,
are not peculiar to the human species. These freaks of nature
are to be met with in the animal and vegetable kingdoms; here
can be no mental influence. Fortunately, cases of this kind
are very rare. I have not seen many in rather a large midwifery
practice-not more than half a-dozen in between three and
four thousand cases, which would be about one in five hundred.
My principal object in bringing this subject before the notice
of the readers of the Jouw AL is to induce those who may meet
with cases, and they should be attributed by the mother to
aiise from some fright, shock, or mental emotion, that they
should be particular in ascertaining at what period of gestation
this circumstance took place. This will do much towards set-
tling the question as to whether mental emotions or the fancy
of the mother lave any effect in altering the formation of the
foetus, or in giving rise to those morbid formative operations,
on which the generation of monstrosity seems to depend.

I am, etc., GEOpGE KIG.
Bath, May 31st, 1856.

THE VERDICT IN THE RUGELEY POISONING
CASE.

SiR,-As a mere looker-on, I venture to say there were two
hinge-points in the evidence in Palmer's case, on which the
opinion of eaclh juryman would naturally turn. Neither of them
was the opinion of the chemical witnesses pro or con. The
first was, the fact that all the most reliable medical testimony
coicurred in the conclusion that Cook's symptoms answered to
poisoning by strychnia; and, under all the circumstances, to
nothing else. The second was, that P'almer had, on two dis-
tinct occasions at the time when the poisoning was presumed
to hiave taken place, possessedl himself of strychnia, and could
give no account of wby he obtained it, or of what he did with it.
Add the other circumstantial evidence, and I think the con-

science of everyone ought to be satisfied that the verdict given
was the only righteous one.

Interesting therefore to us medical men as the question of
the detectibility of strychnia may be,-the truth probably lying
as Dr. Taylor and Dr. Owen Rees pnt it, viz., that sometimes
you can, and sometimes you cannot detect it, even when you
lhave yourself administered it,-still the negative fact of not
finding it in Cook's body could not lessen the propriety of the
verdict on Palmer. I am, etc.

M.D.
Torquay, Juine 8th, 1856.

House of Commons.
MEDICAL PROFESSION BILL.

The Medical Profession Bill has been reported and re com-
mitted for Thursday, 10th June. The Bill, as amended, has
been ordered to be printed. The Medical Qualification and
Registration Bill (Lord Elcho's) has been reported without
amendment, and ordered to lie on the table.

VACCINATION BILL.
Petitions against and for alteration have been presented

from St. Leonards and Hastings, Leeds, Kesborough, Ledles-
comb, Killiney, Lambeth., Bexhill, St. Leonards-on-Sea, War-
rington Union, Great Neston, and Leighton.

PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.
Petitions for alteration bave been presented by the Under-

takers of the Navigation of the Rivers Aire and Calder; the
Gloucester and Berkeley Canal Company; and the Manchester,
Sheffield, and Lancashire Railway Company.

NUISANCES REMOVAL, ETC. (SCOTLAND) BILL.
-Petitions against this Bill have been presented from the

Cbairmen of the Parochial Boards of Rothesay, Crichton,
Newbattle, and Stornoway.

MEDICAL LICENSES.
A return has been presented of the number of Medical and

Surgical Degrees granted for the last ten years.
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