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The Bladecr was partly filled with natural urine, which
escaped by ai ulcer mto the vagia.
Tie Utr was enlarged, very dark, and congested, con-

taining an ovum of about seven or eight weels; ovaries very
larje, and in one a large corpus luteus.
READ AND SPINx. The vessels of the salp; dura mater,

and pis mater, were much distended with dark fluid blood.
Some serous effusion was present in muscles of the pia
mater, upon the convolutions; none in the ventricles.
The substance of both cerebrum and cerebellum was per-
fectly natural, except, perhaps, having more vascular points
on being sliced. The medulla oblongata was firm and
natural. The spinal veins were congested; the medulla
spinalis itself was natural, except perhaps (but of this I
am doubtful) rather softer than usual at the bulbous
expansion about the seventh cervical vertebra.

At the inquest, I suggested a chemical analysis of the
contents of the stomach, which I had secured; but,las there
was an absence of any suspicion of the death having been
occasioned by any one than herself, and,; on the question
being put to me, whether I could give a confident opinion
as to strychnine being the cause of death, which I could,
the jury, to whom the question was left by the coroner, did
not consider it necessary.

Subsequently, for my own satisfaction, with the kind as-
sistance of my friend Mr. Morley, an analysis was made on
Wednesday night, one hundred and fourteen hours after
death, and eighty-four after examination, when strychnine
was most decidedly detected by us in considerable quantity,
by the method mentioned in toxicological works. The in-
terior of the stomach was well washed with distilled water,
which, being added to the contents taken from the stomach,
and acidulated with sulphuria acid, was boiled for some
little time, and filtered; then neutratised with lime, and
again filtered, and evaporated to dryness: a portion of this
residue, on being dissolved in spirit, gave, on the addition
of a small quantity of nitric acid, the characteristic brown
tint of strychnine.

So much was obtained in this manner, that a solution in
spirit was left at our School of Medicine, to enable Dr. P.
Smith, the lecturer on medical jurisprudence, to exhibit to
the students from time to time the tests for strychnine
from that actually obtained from the stomach of one poi-
soned by it.

I was not then aware that there existed any insurmount-
able difficulty in detecting strychnine within a short period
after death, nor do I now understand the grounds upon
which such an opinion rests, unless it be meant that, when
the patient lives for some considerable period after the ad-
ministration of the dose, the substance may be digested, and
thus all traces be removed before death; but I much doubt
whether such a dose, unless frequently repeated at inter-
vals for some time, so as to keep up its action and a con-
stant. spasm, would prove fatal, unless by exhausting the
nervous power, when symptoms would be different. If
the dose be sufficient to cause death within four hours, I
suspect it may commonly be found; and that it does not
necessarily undergo decomposition for a considerable period
after death, the present case furnishes conclusive evidence.

BRONZED SKIN: DEATH: POST MORTEM
EXAMINATION.

By C. M. THOMPSON, Esq., Westerbam.
IN connexion with the subject of bronzed skin, mentioned
by Dr. Budd, I will relate a case which occurred in my
own practice, and may be interesting, because it was fol-
lowed by a post mortem examination. It occurred many
years ago; but, owing to its peculiar circumstances, is in-
delibly impressed upon my memory.

I was called to a woman "of colour", about thirty years of
age. The skin over the whole body was dark bronze; the
palms of the hands were white; the conjunctivae were per-
fectly clear and white.

Having no doubt of her being a woman of colour, but a
little puzzled by the shape of her features, I inquired from
what country she came I At this question she seemed
vastly amused: assured me she was a native of my own
neighbourhood, and reminded me that I had attended her
on many occasions, some years before, while residing with
an aunt in my town, at which time she was a fatr and
pretty girl. Having overcome my astonishment, I pro-
ceeded to examine her case. She stated that this discolora-
tion had followed upon a fever, and had gradually increased.
She was now suffering from severe dyspepsia, loss of appet
tite, frequent vomiting, emaciation, and also from violent
spasm, resembling gall-stone. There was no proof, how-
ever, of bilious obstruction; the eye was clear, the urine
limpid, and the motions of a bright ochre colour.

I need not detail the treatment; nothing gave her relief;
and after lingering for two months, she died from an un-
usually severe attack of spasms. The post mortenm examina-
tion showed all the viscera in a healthy state; but the
gall-bladder was greatly distended, and its (uct entireZI
obliterated, while the -hepatic duct was pervious.

I may here mention that I have, in the course of my
practice, met with four cases of what is vulgarly called
"black jaundice." In all these the bronze discoloration
was very great; but there was a marked difference between
these cases and the former one, inasmuch as the orange eve
and the obstructed bile clearly indicated the nature of the
disease. In two of these I was enabled to make a post
mortem examination, and in both I found the gall-ducts
entirely obliterated; in one, from cancer of the pancreas;
in the other, from simple occlusion of the common duct.

THE METEOROLOGY OF 1855.
By J. A. HINGESTON, Esq., Brigghton.

COMPARED with the fatal year of 1854, the weather of 1855
was both fine and healthy. The commencement of January
was warm, the temperature being as much as 120 Fahr.
above the average; but it was followed by severe cold,
which lasted from the 18th of January to the 21st of Feb-
ruary. There was a good deal of snow and ice; and on the
18th of February, which was the coldest day of all, Fahren-
heit's thermometer fell as low as 9'. The feathered tribes
suffered severely; the thrush family sought shelter in the
public thoroughfares of towns and villages, and both land
and water birds were driven instinctively to the more
southern parts of England. Many shrubs and perennials
were killed by the frost.
From March t.o November the weather was fine. The

summer was mild and pleasant, and the autumn warm.
There were six months of continued fair weather, and the
number of fine days throughout the year amounted to 196.
The mornings were particularly beautiful, and the starlight
nights in the autumn most enchanting.
On comparing the climate of the Crimea with that of

the south coast of England, a great similarity will be ob-
served between the two countries. They are both upon the
same isothermal line. (See Kaemtz's feteorology, plate vi.)
Troops encamped on the open downs near Brighton, far
removed from their supplies, and harassed with the slow
operations of a siege, would not have suffered less during
the winter here than the allied armies did on the plateau
between Sebastopol and Balaklava; and the hurricane that
broke upon this coast on the 25th of October last would
not have proved less disastrous than that which wrecked
so many of our transports against the rocky coast of the
Crimea on the 14th November, 1854-particularly so large
a craft as the steamship Prince, heavily laden, with
a lee-shore close astern, and nothing but a single stream
anchor to hold her head against the fury of the storm.
From the 25th of March to the 5th of May, a drought

prevailed, relieved only by a few light showers. In May,
1.50 inches of rain fell, but the drought returned, and con-
tinued till the 7th of July. The grass was burnt up, or its
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