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the three distinct swellings, namely, the hernia above, the
extrfwtal pregnancy in the middle, and the misplaced
uter below; the violent spasms of the Fallopian tube,-.
all masked the disease, and formed obstacles to a correct
diagnosis.

Dr. Robert Lee, in his valuable Lectures, gives an in-
teeting case of tubal pregnancy, which in some respects
resembles my own. He says .-" The following case, Which
is the last I have seen of the sort, may serve to illustrate
the difficulty of the diagnosis, and the impossibility of ren-
dering any assistance by art where no effort is made by na-
ture to establish an opening in the abdominal parietes
through which the foetus may escape." Dr. Lee then gives
the history of the case; but I will only touch upon those
symptoms which were somewhat similar tomy own patient's.
"The cavity of the pelvis was occupied by a hard immov-
able mass, and the os uteri was forced up by this behind
the symphysis pubis, so high that it could scarcely be
touched." In my case, the os uteri could not be reached.
"She died in December 1841; and, on opening the abdo-
men, we found", says Dr. Lee, "a large mass, like the
gravid uterus in the seventh month, occupying the whole
of the hypogastrium." The worthy doctor goes on to
state "that the walls of the uterus were healthy, and the
cavity empty." The great difference between this case
and the one I have had the honour of bringing before the
Society is this, that, in the former case, " the ovaria and
tubes could not be distinctly seen in the confused mass;
and he (Dr. Lee) was unable to determine whether it was a
case of ventral or tubal gestation? While in my case, al-
though the ovaria could not be traced, the Fallopian tube
was as visible as a gravid uterus at the full period of ges-
tation.
The prognosis in extra-uterine pregnancy, more especi-

ally of the Fallopian tube, is generally-indeed, in the
latter always-to be regarded as unfavourable. In abdo-
mial pregnancy, several cases are recorded of recovery;
one case mentioned by Velpeau, who lived to the age of
between 70 and 80. The extra-uterine foetus had become
petrified. Another case is recorded, where ulceration had
taken place of the bowels, and the foetus and appendages
had passed through them: another, where an opening by
ulceration had been made in the groin, and the faetus had
come away piecemeal. Other extraordinary cases are re-
corded, which I will not weary you by detailing. Almost
-invariably tubal pregnancy is fatal at an early period; al-
though "there is," says Dr. Burn, "in the Museum of the
College of Surgeons, Dublin, a preparation of tubal preg-
nancy which had existed twenty years. The placenta and
decidua are seen within the tube or sac; and the child, of
the ordinary size at the ninth month, is perfect, as if it had
been kept in spirits." Dr. Robert Lee states, that women
labouring under tubal pregnancy seldom reach the fifth
month, and that they generally die of internal hemorrhage
a few hours after the rupture of the tube. "In 1830,"
says Dr. Lee, " I saw three examples of tubal gestation, in
all of which death speedily ensued from the same cause."
Velpeau also asserts that extra-uterine pregnancy com-
monly terminates before the fifth month. Martin, Turn-
bull, and some others, have nevertheless seen it much more
prolonged, and even to the term of ordinary gestation. It
is well worthy of notice, that, although my patient had had
so violent an inflammation of the peritoneum, and that
the Fallopian tube had been, of course, injured and weak-
ened by the blow, still, under all these disadvantages, the
pregnancy had continued; the child living and thriving in
his extraordinary dwelling-place for eight months, and
without bursting the Fallopian tube. Velpeau declares
"that it is rare for the foetus to continue alive beyond
three or four months afterwards. Its death happens
from want of nutrition, or in consequence of inflammation
of its envelopes."

Another singular feature of my case is this, that the pa-
tient carried the dead child for nearly a month; and, that
what appeared labour came on at the thirty-eighth week,
or, what is to some women, the full period of gestation; and,

strange to relate, with the usual symptoms of " show,"
"grinding" pos, and afterwrds "bearin-dow" p
Velpeau, in his admirble work on Midwifery, metions
the above extraordinary phenomena, and endeavours to ac-
count for the same. He says:-"' The authors, especialy
Turnbull, as well as Cyprisnus and Wilmans, mention a

very remarkable circumstance; it is, that in these cae, at
the close of a kind of labour attended with internuttet
pains that are sometimes pretty strong, a commencement
of dilatation of the neck, a discharge of mucus, of a bloody
fluid, and what seems still more surprising, verr regular
contractions of the womb, or of the fetal cyst, are observed
to take place. In fact, we may conceive a part of these
phenomena in tubal pregnancy. The tube being composed
of the same elements as the womb, it is quite natural for it
to enjoy the same properties; but, in abdominal pregnancy,
we can only account for the contraction of the cyst by sup-
posing that there has been a developmont of fleshy fibres in
its parietes, at the cost of the elastic cellular layer, which
is inclosed in the peritoneum of the pelvis."*

I think that, if the real nature of the case had been ever
so clear, we could not hare adopted a different treatment.
I wish to call attention to the immense benefit my patient
derived from the thorough cleansing of the bowels. If you
recollect, the effects were almost magical. Although ape-
rients in this casewere most beneficial, opiates were perfectly
ineffectual in allaying the pain. With regard to perform-
ing the Cisarean section, I humbly conceive that we should
not have been justified in making an incision into the ab-
domen, especially as the child had been dead for a month.
Moreover, the previous peritonitis and subsequent bronchitis
would have been complete bars to such a rash and daring
experiment.

* In the quotations from Velpeau's Midwifery, I am indebted to the valu-
able trauslation of Dr. Meigs.-r. 1i. c.

CASE OF POISONINTG BY OXALIC ACID.

By T. HERBERT BARKER, M.D., F.R.C.S., Bedford.

[Read before the M11edical Society of London, Nov. 24th, 1855.]
ON 6th October 1855, an inquest was held at Luton, in the
county of Bedford, before Ezra Eagles, Esq., coroner for the
said county (to whom I am indebted for a perusal of the
depositions), touching the death of Thomas Wittocks Will-
shire; and it appears that there are some points of suffi-
cient interest in this case to warrant the publication of a
concise account of it.

It appeared in evidence, that the deceased was only six-
teen years old, and lived with his brother at LIuton, who
had charged him on the 4th instant with abstracting money
without his knowledge and consent. This charge the ac-
cused at first denied, but afterwards acknowledged to be
correct. He was of a passiouate and revengeful disposition.

After this, the lad proceeded at first to Dunstable, and
afterwards to the town of 3Markyate Street, where he pur-
chased one pennyworth of oxalic acid, between seven and
eight o'clock in the evening. Between eight and nine
o'clock the same evening, he was found lying in a lane,
moaning, and with some coloured fluid (as if from vomit-
ing) close by him.

Mr. W. A. Hubert, surgeon, of MIarkyate Street, was
passing by the lane at the time he was found, and was
called to him. While he was with him, he vomited fluid
similar to that which was upon the ground. He was in-
sensible, pulseless, and his lower jaw was spasmodically
closed. Cold water dashed upon the face restored sensi-
bility, and relaxed the jaw. The boy said that he had
taken oxalic acid; that he had eaten it, and did not make
any solutio8n and that his intention was to kill himself,
because he had been charged with taking money.
The deceased was carefully conveyed in a cart to his

residence in Luton, when Mr. Frederick Clarke, surgeon, of
that place, was sent for. He saw him between ten and
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_d .hek the sae evening; foud him but ptafy
_IU vwy drowsy, in a state of oll He had

-"st. bood m as o as some white luid,whichdid not contain any crystals His tongue and lips were
nuusuall Pale, but there was no excoriation. He could be&izenaly aoused to stto that he had nluCrhaed half an
onme of the ad; that he had taken t a quarte of
that uantity in the solid state; and that he was sorry that

it.
He died about half-past three A.M. on the 5th. The fol-

lowing were the pot morten appearances, as detailed by
Mr. Clarke at the inquest. The tongue was dotted over
with white specks; the esophagus was not inflamed. The
stomach was extensively disorganised, and had the appear-
ance of gangrene in some parts. The mucous membrane
was detached in some parts, and, in consequence, the mus-
cular coat exposed to view. The verdict was feo de w.

I shall not trouble the members with any remarks,
further than to direct their attention to the youthfulness of
the victim; to the very unusual way in which he took the
poison, namely, in the solid state; and to the fact that sosmnll a quantity as the fourth part of half an ounce pro-
duced fatal effects. The severe lesion of the stomach was
probably owing to the solid arid concentrated condition of
-the poison introduced into it.
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THE RECALL TO THE FOLD.
A SHORT time previously to the Bimingham meeting, a
large fagment of the Association threatened to drift away
from us in discontent at the divided state of our affairs.
The most considerable list of names was forwarded to the
Secretary by Dr. Cowan; and the majority of the seceders
without doubt considered him as one of the most promi-
nent leaders of the cause they advocated. To those gen-
tlemen, therefore, we have great pleasure in submitting
the following letter, addressed to the Editor:-
aSn,-I think it desirable to state that I have withdrawn my

resignation of membership; believing that the recommend-
story resolutions adopted at the special meeting at Birming-
ham, involve the speedy accomplishment of those organic
changes in the future constitution and management of the
Association, which for the last five years have been so stronggly
urged, and so long and warmly contended for.
"I sincerely hope that all who niay have seceded, will at

once intimate their intexition to re-unite, arid that we shall
individually exert ourselves to enrol fresh members, and out
of past differences to elicit increasing unity and strengtlh.

" Now is the time to evidence, that the real object of seces-
sion was the reform, and not the destruction, of the old
Association. "I am, etc.,

" CHARIES COWAN.
"Reading, 22nd November, 1855."

The Associates are indebted to Dr. Cowan for his praise-
worthy celerity in thus helping to knit us together afresh,
the moment that the unanimous cheers at Birmingham
waranted him in doing so. We believe with him that the
"real object of secession was reform"; and now that reform
is asured, the seceders will, we trust, follow his example,
and return at once to the fold.

THE VEGETARIANS AT BIRMINGHAM.
A BANQvET, which has been desed as "unsurpsed in
the annals of vegetarian history", has lately been held at
Birmingham, at which five hundred ladies and gentlemen
of this eccentric sect, st down to a table laden with " omsne
lets of the most varied description, fritters innumerable,
soups, sauces, and farins, tarts and pies, tea, coffee, and au
ample dessert." Good wine, they say, needs no bush; and
certainly we should have thought that the simple habits of
these anchorites, who confine themselves on principle to
esculent greens, etc., would have rendered such a " spread"
in their eyes quite a Sardanapalian feast; and we are quite
at a loss to understand what necessity there was for the
chairman to make any apology for it on the score that
there were no vegetarian cooks in Birmingham, and
that they were obliged to rely upon the services of "six-
teen or twenty females", who were brought from dis-
tant towns to prepare the entertainment. Now this does
indeed seem a sad admission for a society of gentlemen
whose minds are set upon simplifying and reforming our
food. What! was there to be found no aboriginal Soyer,
who could disguise a potato or cabbage sufficiently to
satisfy their fastidious tastes ? Could not the cooks of Bir-
mingham put a brocoli on the table in a presentable form,
or construct omelets with sufficient variety? It is difficult,
we admit, to give a chef de cui8ine only green food, etc., and
then to ask him to produce a banquet; but even greater
difficulties have been overcome; and we all know how many
dishes a French cook will make you out of an old pair of
boots. But if vegetables, like boots, require such consum-
mate disguising to make them palatable, we fear our box
vivant vegetarians will make little way in banishing the
abominations of joints from our tables. A suspicion, how-
ever, crosses our minds that our vegetarian refutes his argu-
ment with every omelet he puts in his mouth. If we mis-
take not, eggs, milk, and butter, are constant ingredients of
this dainty. Here, then, we have the vegetarian taking
animal food in three forms, while he is puffing the superior
advantages of dieting upon the fruits of the earth. But we

are told, in addition, that the vegetarians pride themselves
upon being able to sing with literal truth the lines of Gold-
smith-

"No flocks that range the valleys free
To slaugliter we condemn."

If, whilst the vegetarian cook was breaking his eggs into
a basin, some schoolman of the olden time could only have
a chance of examining the argument, we fear indeed that
he would be able to twist it about finely. ' The life", he
would say, "resides in the egg; in breaking the egg, you
let out the life: eryo, you take the life, etc.; unless, indeed,
the egg is addled; in that case, the vegetarian might use it
without forfeiting his principles.
We will leave these little matters of detail, however,

and ask the vegetarian how far he would wish to carry
out his scheme of dieting the nations on vegetables.
Would he have all mankind fed on green food? If so,
what is to become of the poor Esquimaux ? Must he no
longer furtively lie in wait for the seal, and feast upon train
oil ? Is blubber to be at a discount in Greenland? We fear the
vegetarian must draw a sponge round the globe, above
sixty degrees of latitude, and extirpate all the inhabitants
who have the misfortune to live so high up, and who, by the
very nature of their climate, are necesitated to feed in the

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
A

ssoc M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.s3-3.152.1073 on 30 N
ovem

ber 1855. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

