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THE VACCINATION ACT.
1Im rmox Hzm Tzrn, JuN., EsQ.

S,-In the JomtL of the 6th instant, I And, in the report
ot the Monmouthahire and South Wales Branch, some very
seve remars upon the Compulsoryv tionAct, to which
I wih, with your permission, to reply.

-Iti there asserted that the pients of private practitioers,
who ar woll able to pay, are vaccinated by the public vac-
duster to the injury of the private practitioner. Now, I
annot believe that this was the intention of the framers
of this Act; and, in this locality, I do not think that such
a pti exists. I think that all patients who are able
an willing to pay should be vaccinated by their own medi-
a attedant, as beretofore; and that the public vaccinator,
who has to attend the poor in all their illnesses at a very small
salay, sha as a matter of course, vaccinate their children.
This is at least the rule wbich I have so far endeavoured to
oey out, both in private and union practice; and I have not
yet seen any bad effects arising from it in either case, such as
have been described.

It is then remarked, that private practitioners are the only
persons for whom payment is not provided by the Act Now, in
reply to this, I mantain that the operation itself is alone paid
for in either case; and that the certificates given are in both
cases gratuitous. Union surgeons certainly have as much rea-
son to complain in this matter as private practitioners; and
also, if they think fit, to refuse to fill up the form. I do not,
therefore, think patients are induced, at the time of registra-
tion, to leave their own medical attendants; or that the paying
portion of the public are thereby induced to receive assistance
out of the public funds.
With regard to the last paragraph of the above report, I

of course agree with it that it demands from medical gentle-
men, public as well as private, "services for which no remu-
neration is provided".
One great objection to the Act I do not remember to have

see taken notice of; I allude to the want of original compulsory
power in the Act, no power being named to enforce the penalty;
so that the Act, in this respect, seems to me to be a signal
failure. I am, etc., HziNHr TERRY, JUN.

Northmpton, July 17th. 1855.

[We understand that a Bill to amend the Compulsory VacCi-
aion Act either is, or is to be brought into the House of Com-

mons during the present sesion, by Mr. Brady. It is the fruit,
we believe, of " a communication submitted by the Small
Pox and Vaccnation Committee of the Epidemiological Society
to the President of the General Board of Health"; and has
been partly prepared bythe Committee and by Dr. E. C. Seaton,
its energetic and able Secretary. Whenever the Bill is printed,
we will publish it in extenCo, for the information of our readers.
At this late period of the Parliamentary session, it cannot be
intended to push through the measure; and we hope and be-
lieve that the only object of introducing it now is to afford
ample opportunity during the recess to consider its provisions,
and enable it to be carried next year as a Government measure,
indorsed by the general concurrence of the medical profession.
EDITOR.]

WHAT IS THE VALUE OFTHE REGISTIRAR-GENERAI'S
REPORT OF THE CAUSES OF DEATH?

LETTER FROM C.ALES HOLMES, ESQ.

SiR,-As the Registrar-General's report appears weekly in
the Assocrknoi JovniAL, I think you would do well to call the
attentio of members to its real value. I have latterly with-
held certificates of the cause of death, in consequence of the
great trouble which has been given to my patients, and the ir-
regular manner in which registration has been conducted.
Diabetes, terminating in serous apoplexy, I have known to
be registed as consumption; and I am aware of other
erors of a similar kind. The following extract, from a letter
Of the Registrar-General's, will show the materials from which
the elaborate taes isued from the General Registrar office
are Ompiled; but I should observe that his statement is totally
at variance with the printed instrctions issued to Registrars.

"'As it is no part of a Registrars duty to apply to any but
iNfQmantsformedical certificates, Mr. - has been instructed
to register the causes of death of your patients as not certified
in thos cases where informants do not furnish him with your
certificates.n

Tb. .pmspdmatwema ofthe p vow is
very valle I, ae-, C s H&oxz

Chipptng Norton, Oxfordshre July 16th, 1U65. '

mESAND TOPICS OF T DAY.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS, AND
APPOINTMENTS.

*In tese Ustl nasteriskprefixedto the ames ofYesbe ofthe Association.
That ths dea " beaccrate, ampe, ed car inu its nformeiox,

te eauam of Members is reueted.

BIRTHS.
CROZIER, William, Esq, Civil Snrgeon H.E.T.C.S.. at Jabul

pore, East lndies, the wife of-a daughter-on June 1st.
FORBES, John Gregory, Esq., F.R.C.S.Eng., Surgeon to the
Western General Dispensary, at 9, Devo.port Street, Glou-
cester Square, London, the wife of-a daughter-on July 15.

GRUGGEN, William John, M.D.Aberd., Government Medical
Inspector of Emigrants at Liverpool, at Grove Park, near
Liverpool, the wife of-a son-on July 8th.

HoozKE, Dr., F.R.S., the wife of-a son-at Richmond, on
July 16th.

MINTER, J. M., Esq., Surgeon H.M. yacht Victoria and Albert-
a daughter-at Southsea, on July 16th.

RoBEBTs, Lionel, Esq., Surgeon, the wife of-a daughter-at
Exeter, on July Ist.

SALTRM, J. B., Esq., Surgeon, the wife of--a son-at Broad.
calist, Devon, on June 27th.

*SAWER, Thomas, Esq., Surgeon, at Clifton, the wife of-a
daughter-on June 30th.

*SUTTON, John Maule, M.D. St. And., Physician to the Eastern
Dispensary, Bath, at 36, Pulteney Street, Bath, the wife of-.
a daughter-on July 15th.

WErLs, F.J., Esq., M.R.C.S.Eng., at 11,Victoria Road, Pimliso,
London, the wife of-a son-on July 15th.

DEATHS.
*Bnooxr, Isaac, Esq., LS.A. 1831, at Stockport, on June 28th.
DAvisoN, John, Esq., F.R.C.S.Eng., Surgeon to the Ainwick

Infirmary, and to the Union-House, aged 84, on May 14th.
HAuu.s, John, Esq., F.RC.S., Surgeon to the Devon and
Exeter Hospital, at his residence, Southernhay, Exeter, aged
73, on June 30th.

RosAs, Dr. A. E. von, Professor of Ophthalmic Medicine in the
University of Vienna, on June 2nd. Professor Rosas was
long in great repute as an operator and clinical teacher.

SImoxs, Robert Thomas, Esq., Army Medical Staff, son of the
late William V. Simons, Esq., Llanelly, Carmarthenshire,
aged 26, of fever, at Scutari, on April 28th.

VALLEIX, Dr. I., Physician to the Pitii Hospital of Paris, at hi
residence 26rne Richer,Paris, aged 17, of diphtheritic quinsy
(after scarcely five days illness), on July 12th. He had been
attending a patient affected with the same disease. The
physicians who watched over him were MM. Louis, Barth,
and Sestier. In announcing his death in the Union Mldicalk,
his friend, Dr. Amidde Latour, says: " I1 y a quelques jours
& peine, je lui serrais la main; il etait plein de force, ex-
uberant de sante! Dimanche soir il so sent mal a l'aise, iA
se couche avec le frisson, et, malgre son inergique constitu-
tion, il meurt le cinquisme jour, dans toute la plenitude de sa
raison, calculant de minute en minute les progr#s du mal,
dont d prevoit l'issue fatale." Dr. Valleix was well known
as an excellent clinical teacher, and as a physician rising
into high eminence and extensive practice, as the result of
his great talents and industry. He contributed numerous ex-
cellent articles to the Annales Psychologiques, the Union
Uedicale, and other periodical. His Guide dus Midecin
Practicien, his TraitA des Mladies des Enfans Nouveaux
Nks, and his Trait; des Niuralieus, are works desevedly
in high repute with the profession in France.

APPOINTMENTS.
Ginsow, John Rowland, Esq., elected Surgeon to Newapte

Prison, London, on July 18th.
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Ga4zAz, T., Esq., electd Surgon to ths City Prison at Hol-
loway, on July 18th.

*Hzwn-r, W. MI. Grally, M.B.Lond., appointed to the vacant
Chair of Comparative Anatomy and Zoology in St. Mary's
Hospital Medical School.

HULEY, Thomas H., Esq., F.R.S., elected Fullerian Professor
of Physiology to the Royal Institution of Great Britain, on
July 2nd.

LAWrENCs, William, Esq., F.R.S., elected President of the
Royal College of Surgeons of England.

STANLEY, Edward, Esq., F.R.S., elected Vice-President of the
Royal College of Surgeons of England.

STARK, James, M.D., F.R.C.S.Edin., has been appointed Super-
intendent of Medical Statistics under the new system of re-
gistration of births, deaths, and marriages in Scotland.

TRAvERs, Benjamin, Esq., F.R.S., elected Vice-President of the
Royal College of Surgeons of England.

HEALTH OF LONDON:-WEEK EN1D1NG
JULY 14TH, 1855.

[From thec Begitrar-General's Report.]
The present return, like that of the previous week, indicates

a favourable state of the public health. The deaths of 041 per-
sons-namely, 515 males and 420 females, were registered in
London in the week that ended on Saturday. In the corres-
ponding weeks of the 10 years 1845-54 the average nuumber of
deaths was 954. For comparison of the number now returined
with the average, the latter must be raised in propoltion to
increase of population, and with this correction it becomes
1,049. The result of the comparison is a difference of about
100 in favonr of last week, arisinig from improved health, andl
also to some extent from the high mortality of the winter and
spring months, which thiinned the old and infirm part of the
population. The mean temperature of the last three weeks
has been 11 degrees higher than it was in the greater part of
May and June.
The mortality from the zymotic class of diseases is not high

at present. In the corresponding week of 1S48 and 1849 the
deaths from that class were 319 and 630; in that of last year
they were 270; last week they were 222. Measles, which has
this year prevailed in many parts of the country, was fatal in
London last week in only five cases. The deaths from small-
pox were 18, from hooping-cough 32, from searlatina 44, from
diarrcea 45, and from typhus 49. The registrar of the sub-
district of Lambeth church (2d part) mentions that scarlatina
has been very prevalent in his district last week, and attacks
young children with much severity. It was fatal there in three
cases. The diarrhoea, common in the summer months prin-
cipally to cbildren, is making some progress; the denths cauised
by it in the last five weeks having been 17, 25, 33, 28, and (last
week) 45. The deaths from this complaint ini the week that
ended the 15th of July last year were 40. No cholera is re-
ported, with the exception of two cases, in which the diseasc
described as "' choleraic diarrhea" was fatal to infants. Of the
45 cases of diarrhwa, 5 occurred in each of the three divisions,
west, north, and central, 13 in the east, and 17 in the south
division. Four occurred in the district of Itotherhithe.

Last week the births of 670 boys and 691 girls, in all 1,370
children, were registered in London. In the ten co-responding
weeks of the years 1845-54, the average number was 1,296.

At the Royal Observatory, CGreenwich, the mean height of
the barometer in the week was 29-649 in. The mean tempera-
ture was 64-5 deg., which is 2-8 deg. above the average of the
same week in thirty-eight years. The mean temperature was
above the average on every day except Wednesday, and rose on
Tuesday and Friday above 67 deg., which is more than :5 deg.
above the average. The highest temperature in the week was
79-8 deg., and occurred on Tuesday; the lowest was 53-8 deg.,
and occurred on Sunday. The thermometer in the sun rose
to 105 deg. on Friday. The mean dew point temperature was
57-9 deg., and the difference between this and the mnean air
temperature was 0-0 deg. The temperature of the water of the
Thames was 67-7 deg. Rain to the amount of 1-65 in. fell on
Ttesday and Wednesday; of that quantity, 1-42 in. fell on the
latter day. London was visited by a thunderstorm about half-
past six o'clock on the morning of Saturday.
NAVAL MEDICAL REFORM. We are informed by Mr. Ernest

Hart, the Honorary Secretary of the Naval Medical Reform
Association, that a communication received yesterday (Thurs-
day) gives very good reason to believe that the Admiralty are
about to concede the long denied redress of the grievances of
Naval Assistant-Surgeons.

Taz WIEST RIDzxe MEDIcL C aammAnc Socnry. The
Annual Meeting was held in the theatre of the Medical School
at Leeds, on Thursday last, the 12th. There were nearly fifty
members present, including representatives from Sheffield,
Wakefield, Bradford, Huddersfield, Dewsbury, Wetherby, Otley,
and from many other districts, into which the Society divide
its field of operations. The report (read by the Secretary, Dr.
Chadwick) stated, that upwards of £300 were distributed during
thle last year to sixteen necessitous families, and that these
grants were invariably received with becoming thankfulness
Referring generaly to the benefits conferred on the profession
of the West Riding, the report states that " no better evidence
of the success of our excellent Charity could be adduced than
the above short reference to the changes occurring this year to
our list of pensioners. In this it may be seen that every object
of the Society has not merely been aimed at, but actually ao-
complished; the disabled practitioner has been assisted unde
his increasing infirmities, the disconsolate widow solaced, and
the bereaved orphan educated and protected until fitted for the
actual duties of life, and that not for one, but in each of these
instances, through a protracted series of years." Referring to
the recent opening of the Royal Medical Benevolent College in
London, the report thus concludes: "The auspicious event,
from which the Royal Medical Benevolent College dates the
commencement of its active operations, should call forth, from
every member of th4 medical profession, his best wishes for its
prosperity, and from none more cordially than the supporters of
the West Riding Mdedical Charitable Society, who have been so
long labouring to effect the more important of those objects,
which this noble Institution, with ample means at its disposal,
and embracing a wider field of operation, is destined undoubt.
edly to realise." The meeting then considered the various
cases for relief, and liberal grants were awarded to fifteen ap-
plicants. The members then adjouned to dinner (at the
White Horse Hotel), ably presided over by the President of
the year, Mr. Garlick.
SOUT ESANEx-E MM EARtIxBrmxAz. Ihe Annual Meeting of

the Goverinors of the Southam Infirmary for Diseases of the
Eye and Ear was held on the 2nd day of July, 1855: Rev. C.
Holbech in the Chair. It appeared by the surgeon's report,
that there had been 3.31 patients admitted during the year, and
that there had been a total of 9,862 cured since the commenos-
ment. It appeared also, by the Secretary's report that there
ha(l been received in subscriptions, during the past year,
£107 : 7 : 6, which, with £28 : 11, balance for the year before,
made a total in the bankers' hands of £133: 18: 0. The ex-
penditure during the past year was £122 : 16: 6, leaving a
balance of £11 : 2. There had been received on the housekeep-
ing account £98: 15 : 3, and expended £103 : 18: 7, showing a
loss of £5: 3 : 4. There was on the subscription account, in
the Savings Bank, £338: 15: 5; on the housekeeping account,
in the Savings Bank, £286: 16:10. The legacies of the Misses
Savage Landor, £100, were in the Bankers' hands. Mr. H. L,
Smith, the founder, directed attention to the secondary advan-
tages of the Institution. The subscription fund proved howmuch
could be done by the earnest and zealous co-operation of a very
few persons. The housekeeper's report proved that Od. per
day for children, 8d. for women, and 9d. for men, was fully suffi-
cient to pay for the necessaries of maintenance, and that there
are few but could raise this amount The necessity for this
payment expedited cure, as all the directions of the medical
men were strictly complied with. In this manner, to a con-
siderable extent, the malingerers, the beggars, and paupers, that
are bred at purely eleemosynary institutions are prevented
from increasing. The patients find themselves, theirwives and
children, with attendance and drugs, supplied at home, for all
diseases, of whatever nature. In Northampton and Coventry,
the inconme derived from the weekly pence of the worling peo-
ple exceeded £500 per annum, and is reported "to have pre-
vented the poor from getting into debt, from resorting to the
parish, from injuriously delaying necessary medical advice, and
as having a tendency to foster provident habits, self-reliance,
and self-respect." There was another feature in this Infirmary
at Southam that required observation: the cases sent were
generally constitutional, requiring long-continued care, and
manipulations; wlhilst, in the Eye Infirmaries in large towns,
the cases are acute and accidental, and require much less
attendance. In this Infirmary, any clergyman, however distant,
having pastoral cure, is allowed to send a patent, without him-
self being a subscriber.
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