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pr-oj Ae; but we fe td in affirming
s angemeis insixtted could not have been more

Xmplee, nor the mean employed better adapted to the
ardnd.

The two cs befoe deribd, occured before a cordon
d be conveniently instituted. The natural conclusion

prim4 fa.iededuc0ble perhaps is, that they occurred in
caaequesne of the neglect of precautionary measures. But,
fresa tha circumstances of the seizure, in both cases, I be-
Bve" it probable they would equally have occurred, not-
withstandinig the most rigorous exclusion of all coinmuni-
cation from without. In the history of cholera in the
English asylums, during 1848-9.* not a single patient is
xeported to have been attacked through the medium of con-
egion; the disease usually broke out simultaneously in

various parts of the building and grounds, and frequently
in the cleanest and best ventilated galleries, and among the
most quiet, cleas, industrious, and respectable patients. In
me eases, moreover, no cholera existed at the time in the
neighbourhood.

[To be continued.]
Royal Lunic As: Ium, Perth, October 1854.

* Fifth Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy, ol. cit.

ARSENIC A REMEDY FOR CHOLERA.
By C. BLACK, M.D., F.R.C.S., etc.

CONSIDERING the prevalence of cholera at the present time,
and the fearful mortality which has hitherto attended the
different methods of treating the malignant form of that
diseae, it is, I conceive, the duty of every medical prac-
titioner to lay before the profession any mode of treatment
which, from his own experience, is calculated to effect the
greatest number of recoveries. It is owing to this convic-
tion that I now invite the attention of the profession to the
treatment of diarrhoea and cholera by arsenic. For some
time past, diarrhoea and English cholera have prevailed in
the town of Chesterfield and its neighbourhood to a much
reater extent than in former years. The attacks have
been unusually severe, and characterised, in many instances,
by that want of amenability to the treatment of ordinary
remedies, which is seldom observed except in the more in-
veterate forms of the above diseases. Still, not a single
case of Asiatic cholera has as yet occurred. In a number
of cases, however, considerable collapse, cramps of the ex-
tremities and abdomen, urgent vomiting, and bilious diar-
rhoa, quickly followed by rice coloured dejections, were
present; but certainly not to that extent which would
justify our classing them under the head Asiatic Cholera.
In about one-third of the cases, commencing as simple
diarrhoe, dysenteric symptoms supervened in twenty-four
or thirty-six hours; and thenceforth such cases manifested
the characteristics of dysentery.
From the failure of the remedies already in vogue to

arrest these cases, from the belief tbat many (not all) of
the ca8s of English cholera are produced by the presence
of a poison in the blood, and from the known power of
arenic to counteract the effects of the poison introduced
into the circulating current by the bites of venomous ser-
pents, I was induced to try it as a remedial agent in the
treatment of diarrhoea and English cholera. I have now
exhibited it in twenty-five cases; of which sixteen were
English cholera, four simple diarrhoea, and five diarrhoea
piang into dysentery after the lapse of twenty four hours.
Six of the eases of cholera, and two of diarrhoea, had re-
sisted the ordinary treatment by astringents, anodynes,
carminatives, etc.
Of the sixteen cases of cholera thus named, fourteen

quickly recovered under the arsenical treatment, one was
not benefited, and one died. The one not beDefited occurred
in an aged female, who for the last two years had been sub-
ject to frequent attacks of diarrhoea. The case of death

oecurred in an in&at six weeks old. It had suffered for
two days before I was consulted, and was in the last stag
of exhaustion when I first saw it. Although it had vomited
and purged almost incessantly to the time of my first seeing
it, yet both these symptoms subsided after the first dose of
Fowler's arsenical solution, and did not again occur. There
was an attempt on the part of the system to rally; but re-
action could not be maintained, and the patient sank four
hours after I first saw it. This case, therefore, notwrith-
standing its fatal termination, offers, in my opinion, good
proof of the value of arsenic in cholera. Of the fourteen
successful cases, the vomiting was permanently arrested in
six by the first dose of the arsenical solution; and in all a
manifest improvement, with respect to both vomiting and
purging, had occurred by the time four doses had been
taken. The cases which were treated from their outset by
arsenic, recovered sooner than those in which the arsenical
treatment had been preceded by ordinary remiedies. Of the
four cases of simple diarrhcea, the arseniical solution was
successful in three, and failed in one. The failure occurred
in a delicate female, who had frequently suffered from diar-
rhoea. Of the five cases of diarrhwa passing into (lysentery,
the arsenical solution had a beneficial effect in all; but the
addition of one to five drops of laudanum to each dose,
according to the age of the patient, was productive of a
more rapid improvement than was the arsenic alone.
The dose was, for an infant, half a drop or a drop, and,

for an adult, from two to three drops, of lowler's solution,
coupled with a few drops of tincture of orange peel, every
half hour or every one or two hours, according to the ur-
gency of the symptomis. When the temperature of the
body was considerably reduced, artificial warmth was ap-
plied; and in every case the patient was allowed to drink as
much cold water as he or she desired. As soon as the
choleraic symptoms had improved, the arscnic was adminis-
tered either in smaller doses or at longer intervals; and
when it was thought advisable to discontinue it entirely, no
further remedy was deemed necessary.
The success thus attending the exhibition of arsenic in

English cholera leads to the inferenice that it might prove a
valuable remedy in the Asiatic fornm of that disease, in
which I should not scruple to give it in five, eight, or ten
drop doses, every half hour, until eitlher a decided amend-
ment had taken place, or an aggravation of the symptoms
declared it to be of no service.
No apprehension need be felt on the score of its 'poi-

sonous properties, because the choleraic symptoms alwayrs
subside before its poisonous effects cau be mnanifested; and
the first improvement in the symptoms is an indication
either to diminish the dose or to exhibit it at more distant
intervals.

Chesterfield, Oct 12th, 1lK54.

[In our Periscopic Review, vol. for 1853, p. 91, it was
stated that Dr. liurow, a Germnan physician, "gave to
twenty-nine cholera patients doses of four drops of the
arsenical solution every hour or half hour, and only one of
them died." In autumnal relapsing diarrhoea, we have
found no remedy more useful than qtuinine, especially when
combined with ironi. We believe that all antiperiodic
remedies, such as quinine, ai senic, and iron, arc useful in
cholera. EDITOR.]

CASE OF POISONING BY RIED P'RECIPITATE:
PTYALIS.Mr: RECOVERY.

By FREDERICK JAM11ES BROWN, M.D.
MARY ANN KAIN, aged 16 years and 9 months, residing
with her parents at (Chatham, swallowed thirty grains of
red precipitate mixed with jam, at 11 A.M., 31st August,
1854. The girl took the powder herself, intending to take
some aromatic powder to relieve pain in the bowels which
had just seized her. The red precipitate was properly l.-
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