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ON THE HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE SIX
MONTHS TERMINATING MARCH 29, 1851.

By JOHN WEBSTER, M.D., F.R.S., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians,
Consulting Physician to St. George and St. James's Dispensary, etc.

SINCE my last half-yearly Report on the Health of London, published
in the twenty-fourth number of the LONDON JOURNAL OF MEDICINE
for December 1850, 27,954 persons have died in the metropolis during
the six months extending from September 30, 1850, to March 29, 1851.
Throughout the first quarter, embraced in the following report, the
health of London has been, unquestionably, more favourable than during
the three paraUlel months of 1849. The total deaths in October, Novem-
ber. and December of 1850 were 12,544; whereas, throughout the
same period of the preceding year, they amounted to 12,877; thus
making a diminution of 333 in favour of the latter period. With refer-
ence, however, to January, February, and March of the current season,
the result has proved quite otherwise; as it appears that 15,410 persons
died in London during that period, which number, if compared with
the 13,219 deaths reported in the similar quarter of last year, gives an
increase of 2,191, or 16-57 per cent. This excess of deaths, it seems
important to mention, was chiefly confined to the last four weeks of
the above period; when the total number of fatal cases recorded
amounted to 5,478; whereas, during the parallel period ending March
30, 1850, they only reached to 4,035; thus making an augmentation
of 1,443 deaths in the similar four weeks of the current year.

Pursuing the plan adopted in my former reports, I now proceed to
offer some general remarks on the principal diseases which exhibited
either a diminution, an increase, or an uniform rate of mortality, during
the six months comprised in the present communication. From the
facts brought forward to illustrate the sanatory condition of our enor-
mous metropolitan population, readers may form their own opinions,
altogether irrespective of my conclusions from the same prenises.

DISEASES WHICH HAVE LATELY 'EXHIBITED A DIMINISHED RATE
o0 MORTALITY. During the last six months, the disease which
manifested the most marked diminution in its rate of mortality was
cholera, only thirty fatal cases having been recorded, instead of 502
reported during the parallel two quarterq of 1849-1850. It is also
interesting to mention, that not mo!e than seven examples of this
disease were met with in the whol.; of London during the three first
months of the current year.

Diarrhoea and dysentery, like cholera, have also prevailed less vio-
lently in London during the past six months, than in the same months
of 1849 and 1850. From the first complaint, 539 deaths occurred
instead of 689 in the former period; whilst there were only 71 fatal
cases of dysentery, in contradistinction to 122, similarly compared.

Measles and scarlatina, likewise, have each exhibited a dimi'nished
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rate of mortality. Of the former complaint, only 627 fatal cases have
occurred, in lieu of 641 during the parallel period of 1849-50. In
scarlatina, although the difference is also inconsiderable, there has
still been a diminution; 635 deaths being reported, instead of 685,
which occurred during the six months ending March 1850.
Apoplexy and paralysis come also within this category, both mala-

dies having recently proved less fatal than in the former parallel
season. From the first named complaint, 646 persons died during
the recent six months, instead of 700 reported in the season 1849-50;
whilst 560 deaths occurred from paralysis, in place of 623 during the
corresponding quarters of the previous year.
Although the total number of persons who lost their lives by violence

in London has been greater than in the previously quoted period,
some of the casualties are less considerable. For instance, during the
six months terminating the 30th March 1850, 727 persons died by vio-
lent deaths; whereas, during the six months comprised in the present
report, the total number amounted to 833, being an increase of 106, or
nearly one-seventh. Of the particular kinds of violence followed by
death, fractures constituted the most frequent; then burns and scalds;
whilst drowning was also common, of course amongst the river popula-
tion. In deaths from burns and scalds, however, there has recently been
some diminution, 149 individuals having lost their lives in this way,
instead of 164 reported during the parallel six months of the previous
year. It is also deserving of notice, that during the last quarter, 115,
a very large proportion of these fatal cases, occurred in young persons
under fifteen years of age. This fact probably indicates, that such
accidents chiefly occur in private houses and domestic circles, and not
in manufactories or public establishments, where adults are principally
employed. At all events, children and young people have been the
most frequent victims of burns and scalds.

DISEASES WHICH HAVE EX2HIBITED AN INCREASED RATE OF
MORTALITY. Notwithstanding that the health of London has been
satisfactory during the last half year (except in the month of March),
several diseases have proved more prevalent than usual. To these I
would now briefly direct attention, as being indicative of the unhealthy
character of part of the more recent season. Diseases of the organs of
respiration have generally become much more fatal during the six
months just terminated, than throughout the parallel quarters of the
previous year. In the last-named period, the total deaths from dis-
eases belonging to this division, were 4,935; whereas, during the six
months ending the 29th of March 1851, they amounted to 5,784,-
making an increase of 849 fatal cases, or 17-20 per cent.
On examining the subject more in detail, it appears that bronchitis

exhibited greater fatality this year than in the previous; 2,534 deaths
having recently occurred from that complaint, instead of 2,089, which
were met with during the preceding parallel two quarters. From
pneumonia, the deaths during the more recent season amounted to
2,190, instead of 2,000; and, by asthma, 599 persons died, in lieu of
474 reported during the previous period: whilst influenza, which
proved fatal to 87 persons in the two quarters ending the 29th of
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524 THE HEALTH OF LONDON.

March 1850, caused death this year in 231 instances,-the largest pro-
portion of such cases having occurred in the month of last March,
when that complaint prevailed almost epidemically.

Small-pox has likewise been recently more prevalent than fornerly,
466 persons having died of that malady during the last six months, in
contradistinction to 194 fatal cases, of the same description, which
occurred in the parallel quarters of the previous year. Indeed, variola
has prevailed throughout the metropolis more extensively during the
last three months, than at any period in the preceding two years. This
is shown by the fact, that only 518 persons died from small-pox, in
London, during 1849, and not more than 498 in 1850; so that nearly
as many individuals have already fallen victims to it, from the 1st of
January to the 29th of March in the current year, as throughout the
whole of either of the preceding twelve months. This feature of the
present season deserves special attention, and ought to render the
public more anxious to second the efforts made by the profession and
the legislature to disseminate genuine vaccination, which is truly the
best and safest preventive of variola.

Hydrocephalus, hepatitis, rheumatism, convulsions, and typhus
fever, have also proved more fatal during the period referred to in the
present report, than in the preNious year. From hydrocephalus 716
deaths have occurred, instead of 684, during the former six months:
from hepatitis 99 fatal cases, in contrast to 73; from rheumatism 121
instances, instead of 1 16 previously reported; while convulsions caused
death in 1013 individuals, in place of 955 during the former period;
and lastly, from typhus fever-at all times a good indication of public
health-instead of 962 fatal cases formerly reported, 1140 occurred, of
which 171 took place during the month of March in the current year;
whereas only 126 deaths by the same cause were recorded in the same
month of 1850. This shews that in this disease, as well as in some
other maladies, the recent spring has proved more unhealthy than the
preceding.

In addition to the diseases now enumerated to have prevailed less
fatally than previously, erysipelas also deserves notice. The fatal
cases amounted only to 168 during the last six months: whereas 228
cases were met with in the parallel two quarters of 1849-50. Like
general dropsy, ascites ha3 been also less frequent than previously,
although not to any considerable extent,-58 deaths from this malady
having been reported throughout the penod embraced in the present
report, instead of 63 cases during the former half year. Other illus-
trations of a similar character might be quoted.
More persons lost their lives by fractures and contusions through-

out the metropolis, during the last six months, than in the parallel
period ending March 1850; the number of accidents having amounted
recently to 305, in contradistinction to 268 reported in the former
two quarters. Deaths by drowning have been, unfortunately, also
of late more numerous; 129 persons having perished in this manner,
instead of 95 during the period previously quoted. The number of
persons who lost their lives by hanging and suffocation, during the
past six months, was likewise considerably greater than in the same
period of the previous year; 125 deaths, by these causes, are now
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BY JOHN WEBSTER, M.D., F.B.5. 525

recorded, in contrast with 86 cases of a similar description in the
two quarters terminating the 30th of March 1850. In deaths from
wounds the difference was, however, in favour of the former season;
47 persons have died from the above cause during that period, whereas
54 fatal cases were recorded in the six months ending the 29th. of last
March. The total augmentation of deaths reported from the casualties
now mentioned, and other violence, occurred during the last quarter, viz.
in January, February, and March of the current year, when not less
than 476 persons lost their lives by fractures, drowning, hanging, suffo-
cation, and wounds, etc., in contradistinction to 386 violent deaths of the
same severe description, during the parallel three months of the preced-
ing year. Such facts indicate the dangerous occupations of various per-
sons in this great metropolis; whereby numbers are cut off annually,
and even to a greater extent than the public generally would perhaps
believe, unless upon the most irrefragible evidence. Medical men are
fully cognizant of the large numbers of their fellow-creatures who
every year die violent deaths, especially among those who form the
actual population of London. Those, however, who live in affluence,
or pass their days in amusement, and never visit the workshops and
crowded haunts of industrious men, know very little indeed respecting
the dangerous nature of many occupations therein; whereby health
is frequently impaired, and life often endangered. These facts deserve
attentive consideration, with a view to prevention of similar accidents
in future.

DISEASES EXHIBITING NEARLY AN UNIFORM RATE OF MORTALITY.
Diseases affecting the kidneys and urinary system, have genarally mani-
fested a remarkable uniformity in the number of deaths; 309 idividuals
hav%ing died from these causes during the last six months, instead of
307 in the previous parallel period. From dropsy, 414 persons are re-
ported to have died, in place of 419. From haemorrhage, 103, in con-
trast to 106 previously reported. From phthisis 3,247 individuals
perished in the metropolis during the last two quarters, instead of 3,099
in the former period, already so often quoted. From cancer the number
of deaths was identical, 455 having been recorded in each of the six
months alluded to. From enteritis 178 deaths were reported, instead of
170 last year; and from peritonitis the fatal cases recently amounted to
102, in place of 104 met with during the parallel six months ending in
March 1850. Several other maladies manifested considerable uni-
formity in their rates of mortality. Sufficient data have thus been
stated, in the present and previous reports, to prove that, unless under
particular circumstances, the ratio of deaths from certain diseases,
even amongst an enormous metropolitan population, ranges often
within nearly the same uniform standard; but which may be of course,
at times, influenced by season, and various collateral external circum-
stances.
AGE OF INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED IN THE ME-

TROPOLIS. A very large proporticn of the deaths recently recorded,
were amongst young subjects. Indeed, in reference to this very im-
portant characteristic of diseases affecting the population of London,
I would repeat, in- the words of my last report, when alluding to this
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526 THE HEALTH OF LONDON.

subject, that " the large number of children who annually fall victims
to disease in London, exhibits a feature in the mortuary reports of the
metropolis, which ought to arrest the deepest attention." Great as
the proportion then was of individuals cut off before they had arrived
at the age of puberty, the number of deaths similarly classed has
scarcely diminished; 12,345 persons under fifteen years of age ha-ving
died during the last six months, which is 44-19 per cent. of the
entire mortality within that period. Those dying from 15 to 60 years
of age, amounted, on the other hand, to 9,227, being 33 per cent.;
whilst 6,252 individuals, or 22-36 per cent. of the whole number,
were upwards of 60 years old; thereby leaving 130 persons whose
exact age was not registered. The above facts, nevertheless, demon-
strate satisfactorily that, notwithstanding many individuals may die
prematurely in England, still a large number of the inhabitants attain
considerable longevity, if not greater than in any other country of
Europe, or even throughout the universe.
Having already adverted to various diseases, which frequently prove

very destructive to life amongst children and young persons, it seems
unnecessary again to resume that part of the subject. However, one
important cause of death amongst infants, merits more than a passing
remark at present; as the evil already alluded to in former reports,
unfortunately appears increasing. I allude to the " privation of breast-
mi", the best nourishment for infants during the first months of their
existence. From the want of this, 107 infants perished in London during
the last six months; and if the 89 individuals similarly sacrificed in the
two quarters immediately preceding be added, it appears that 196 help-
less fellow-creatures have fallen victims to this privation during the
period of twelve months. This was doubtless, in some instances, the
consequence of fashionable mothers neglecting to suckle their own off-
spring, or, in others, to the poverty of parcnts, tempted to leave home
and their new-born children by the inducement of high wages, ample
food, and many creature-comforts they would enjoy as wet-nurses in
the houses of the more opulent. Such a custom, unless in particular
instances, when the mother is totally unable, from disease or physical
causes, to nourish her own infant, should be discountenanced; since
expenence amply proves, that any deviation from the law of nature,
is generally detrimental both to parent and child.

MORTALITY AMONG THE PAUPER POPULATION. Similar to the
result stated in my last report, the proportion of fatal cases met with,
in all the charitable institutions of London, is considerable. Amongst
the 27,964 deaths registered during the six months terminating on
the 29th of March 1851, almost one-sixth, or 4,451 persons, died in
the workhouses, asylums, prisons, and hospitals; which indicates that
near 16 per cent. of the total mortality occurred im the above class of the
population; many of whom were treated gratuitously during their last
illness, besides being supported at the public expense. This fact is
creditable to the richer classes of society, and shews the extensive
practical benevolence thereby disseminated among the less fortunate
part of the community: particularly in the liberal support of numerous
public charitable institutions, in which the 4,451 deaths, now alluded

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
Lond J M

ed: first published as 10.1136/bm
j.s2-3.30.522 on 3 June 1851. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/
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to, were recorded. The majority were male inmates; 2,487 of that sex
having died in the above establishments, the remainiing 1,964 being
females; hence giving an excess of 523 in the former class, or 26-62
per cent. more deaths amongst male than female residents.

Besides the above, a considerable proportion of the deaths, recently
recorded, were patients treated at dispensaries. At the dispensary
with which I am connected, amongst the 3,161 patients treated by the
medical officers of the charity, during the last six months, 58 deaths
were reported; being at the rate of one fatal case in every fifty-four
and a half admissions. Therefore, if the casualties at every other
similar metropolitan institution are taken into account, it must conse-
quently be acknowledged, that the mortality amongst the labouring
classes is always very considerable.

WOaKHOUSES. Upwards of half the entire mortality amongst the
pauper population of London, during the last six months, took place
in these institutions. The majority were female inmates; the exact
numbers being 1,237 men, and 1,347 women, making a total of 2,564
deaths, or 9 17 per cent. of the whole number. Another feature also
deserves notice; viz., that 786 of the above deaths, or nearly one-third,
werc reported during the last six weeks of the period embraced in
this report; which will assist to explain the augmented mortality
already stated to have prevailed during the recent season. Many of
the fatal cases occurred in persons of advanced life, although a num-
ber also were voung children; in fact, disease generally has recently
proved more destructive to these two classes of individuals, than to
persons at the prime of life. Of the deaths recorded in workhouses, only
one-fifth, or 543 out of 2,564, of the whole number, occurred in those
situated south of the Thames. This is more important, as the total
number of inhabitants of the southern districts only amounts to about
one-third of those resident on the northern bank of the river. Hence
it may be confidently inferred, that sickness has lately prevailed less
extensively amongst the pauper population of parishes in the Surrey
division, than on the Middlesex side of the Thames, notwithstanding the
lower situation, and the admitted greater frequency of epidemic diseases
in the former district. Its liability to epidemic influence was remark-
ably illustrated in former times, during the prevalence of plague; and
more recently in 1849, when upwards of half the deaths from cholera
took place in the southern division of the metropolis, although it had
a much smaller number of inhabitants.

LUNATIC ASYLUMS. The total number of deaths in establishments
for insane patients, during the past six months, amounted to 221; of
whom 116 were rnale, and 105 female lunatics. This appears a large
mortality, especially if contrasted with the previous summer and autumn
quarters, when the aggregate deaths, im the same institutions, were 171.
The results now mentioned are, however, consistent with general ex-
perience; since death oftener supervenes, amongst lunatic )atients,
during the cold and severe weather of winter, than in temperate
seasons; notwithstanding that mental disease more frequently attacks
individuals in the hot days of summer, than in the colder months.
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528 THE HEALTH OF LONDON.

The above comparative amount of fatal cases, met with in the two sexes
of lunatics, is also interesting; as the figures now quoted fully bear
out a remark which I have made elsewhere; namely, that "mania,
although more common among women, is in them more curable, and
less fatal than among men". A larger number of female lunatics
being usually under treatment in the metropolitan asylums than of
males, the occurrence of 105 deaths among the former sex, in contrast
to 116 among the latter, strongly supports this view; especially if
the facts recorded in my last report be remembered, wherein it is
stated, that 96 insane male patients, and only 75 females, died during
the period therein included. According to the above data, besides
others which might be quoted if necessary, a more unfavourable prog-
nosis of the termination, in cases of insanity, may be given, cateris
paribu8, in men than women; whilst a greater number of recoveries
may be confidently expected in the latter, than in the former class of
lunatics.

METROPOLITAN PRISONS. I now approach a most important sub-
ject of inquiry, as well to members of the medical profession, as to
legislators and philanthropists. Into the whole of this interesting ques-
tion, the present is not, however, the proper place to enter at any
length; the point, now under discussion, being simply the mortality
recently met with in these public establishments. Judging from the
number of deaths reported in all the prisons of London, during the
last six months, the inmates seem to have been healthy, and the
localities salubrious, with the exceptLon of Millbank. Notwithstanding
that the average number of prisoners in the metropolitan gaols, in-
cluding the hulks at Woolwich, usually amounts to about 6,120, and
that even these are often changed, only 27 inmates have died during
the last two quarters; 20 being men, and 7 women. This constitutes
a very small rate of mortality; and as eleven of the above cases, or 10
men and 1 woman, were reported from the Millbank Penitentiary, it
hence becomes evident, that residence in a London prison, speaking
generally, seldom proves inimical to the bodily health. Millbank,
however, does not appear so salubrious as several of the other prisons;
for two-fifths of the entire deaths in these institutions, now reported,
took place there; although the number of prisoners only averages
about one-fifth the total amount. When we reflect on the statements
promulgated, in ancient times, respecting the insalubrity of the London
gaols, it is highly satisfactory to find, whatever difference of opinion
may still prevail in regard to the discipline in force in certain quarters,
that, with the exception just mentioned, the physical health of the
majority of prison inmates is often better within, than without the
walls of these receptacles. This is, doubtless, in great part, owing to
the sufficient and wholesome dietary allowed to prisoners, as well as
to their being less exposed to the demoralizing influence of vice and
intemperance. It is farther worthy of note, that at the City Bridewell,
although situated in a densely populated neighbourhood, and having
Fleet Ditch on one side, with Puddle Dock very near the other, only
one prisoner died during the last two years; namely, a female from
phthisis of long continuance; notwithstanding the number of com-
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BY JOHN WEBSTER, M.D., F.R.S. 529

mittals amounted to 2,108 during the above period. The principal
complaints noticed among the inmates, have been cutaneous and
venereal disorders: whilst the number of infirmary cases have seldom
exceeded three at one time. It is also important to state, when the
cholera prevailed with great intensity in this district of London, during
the autumli of 1849, not a single case occurred within the walls of
Bridewell. This exemption becomes more remarkable, when it is con-
sidered that a large proportion of the prisoners here confined, were,
it may be said, predisposed to such a disease, from the destitute con-
dition to which many of the vagrants were reduced previous to their
committal.

LYING-IN-HoSPITALS.-The mortality reported from these public
establishments, of which there are four within the metropolis, has been
very moderate; indeed, the rate was much under that recorded dur-
ing the previous six months. The number of deaths met with,
throughout the two quarters, embraced in the present report, was
only fourteen, of whom seven were children, and the rest women. It
should be also remembered, that eighteen deaths during child-birth
occurred in the same institutions, during the two quarters immediately
preceding, besides the deaths of twelve children. These statements
and facts indicate, that the condition of lying-in institutions has been
recently more salubrious than ordinary; whilst no puerperal epidemic
malady seems to have prevailed in any of these hospitals, which
sometimes presented, in former years, a very high rate of mortality.

HosPITALS FOR SPECIAL DISEASES. Within this category, four
hospitals are now comprehended, upon each of which establishments
I propose maing a few general observations. In order, however, to
secure accuracy respecting the number of patients admitted, and the
total amount of cures and deaths recorded, I addressed a note to
different friends officially connected with the several charities, to
which applications they all courteously replied, giving me the figures
contained in the subsequent statements. To these gentlemen I would
now return my sincere thanks. Not only is the information valuable,
which has been thus furnished, to myself individually, but the various
facts and data will likewise prove highly useful to other observers.
The first special institution which merits notice, is that appropriated
to syphilitic diseases.

Locx HOSPITAL. During the last six months, 166 patients have
been admitted into this establishment, consisting of 85 men, and 81
women, whilst 128 persons were discharged cured, comprising 71
male and 57 female patients; but no death occurred throughout the
entire half year. It hence appears, the ratio of cures, in both sexes,
was 77 per cent,-the mortality nil. In regard to male patients, con-
sidered separately, the proportion of cures was greater than among
females; 83-53 per cent. of the former, and only 70 37 per cent. of the
latter sex has thus been discharged convalescent. It may therefore
be inferred, that most complaints affecting female inmates of the Lock
hospital are of a more inveterate character, and require a longer

VOL. III. 34
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530 THE HEALTH OF LONDON.

period for their treatment, than diseases usually affecting male pa-
tients, although the numbers of both sexes admitted were nearly
identical. This inference may perhaps appear as not yet sufficiently
proved by the facts adduced; nevertheless, the deduction is rea-
sonable, and I now venture to express such an opinion, believing it
deserves mature consideration, and will be verified by more extensive
experience.

HOSPITAL FOR CONsUXMPTION, AND DIsEAsEs OF THB CHIEST (AT
BROMPTON). Phthisis unquestionably constitutes the most fatal
disease affecting the inhabitants of this country. The average annual
mortality from that complaint usually amounts to about 7,000 deaths,
in London alone; whilst, throughout England and Wales, the number
ranges near 55,000 per annum. Such mortuary details sufficiently
indicate the prevalence and severity of this malady, amongst all ranks
of the population. With a view to investigate, and to treat specially
pectoral complaints, the charity adverted to in the present paragraph
was some years ago established; and into it, according to an official
return kindly furnished on my application, 194 patients, consisting of
118 men, and 76 women, were received during the six months
embraced in this report. The number discharged "more or less
relieved", as stated in the document already mentioned, was 88 males,
and 70 females; thus making a total of 158 individuals. WVhether
any patients were ultimately cured, it is difficult to say definitively,
as the statement supplied does not contain particulars relative to that
circumstance; indeed, I have been informed, the word "cured" is
never entered upon the registers of this institution, as it might give
rise to erroneous impressions, or lead to discussions which could
produce no beneficial consequences. The deaths reported during the
six months embraced in the present report, amounted altogether to
33, of whom 22 were men, and I 1 women; hence, the gross mortality
recorded at the Consumption Hospital, compared with the number of
admissions, reached 17 per 100. However, on separately comparing
the mortality amongst the two sexes, it appears, the ratio actually
amounted to 18 64 per cent. in male, and only to 14-47 in female
patients, which shews, that consumption proved, at least during last
winter, comparatively less fatal to the latter, than the former class of
inmates; although, it is well known, that the disease more commonly
attacks women than men in this climate. In proof of such an opinion,
besides the fact, that during the two quarters immediately preceding,
the proportion of deaths in the two sexes, at this charity, was some-
what different from the present, notwithstanding 33 fatal cases were
also then reported, of whom 15 were female and 18 male patients, I
would mention, that in 1847, 25,083 males died of phthisis, against
28,234 females similarly affected, throughout England and Wales.
This statement also shews, that nearly as many persons are annually
carried off by consumption, as by typhus and pneumonia combined,
which form two of the next most deadly complaints prevalent at the
present time in Great Britain; seeing that 30,320 patients lost their
lives from typhus fever in the year just quoted, and 23,447 from
inflammation of the lungs; thus making an aggregate of 53,767 indivi-
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duals who became victims to the above-named maladies. Another
feature indicating the great prevalence of pectoral disorders in this
country, and also thelr severity, may be referred to as evidence,
namely, that alnost one-fourth ofthe total deaths recorded by the regis-
trar-general, including consumption, usually arise from affections of the
respiratory organs. This occurred during 1847, when, in a total mortality
of 420,977, not less than 104,432 fatal cases were reported from diseases
of the lungs, and of the other organs of respiration; to which state-
ment, it may be also added as an important fact, that one person in
every 310 of the whole population annually dies of consumption.

SMALL-POX HOSPITAL. During the six months terminating on the
29th of last March, 264 patients affected with variola were admitted
into this institution, whilst the deaths amounted to 46; consequently,
the mortality averaged 17-42 per cent., or nearly two in every eleven
cases. Considering the malignity which variola so often exhibits, the
above ratio of deaths does not appear excessive; but, if the fact be
also taken into account, that about two-thirds of the patients admitted
had been previously vaccinated, the results now reported assume quite
another aspect, as they then shew, that either the individuals had never
been properly imbued with cow pox, or if vaccinated, its protective
influence had become wom out, or eliminated from the system. Respect-
ing vaccination, as a protection against small-pox, this is not the proper
place to investigate cursorily so important a question; nevertheless,
I would express my conviction, that in a very large majority of persons,
who exhibit the genuine cow-pox, the likelihood of being attacked
by variola is very small; but if this should happen, the prospect of a
fatal termination is more improbable.'

In addition to the 264 patients attacked by genuine variola, and
removed into the small-pox hospital, six individuals affected with
eruptive diseases, not variolous, were likewise admitted. Amongst
these, however, no death occurred; consequently, altogether, 270 per-
sons were treated as inmates, about one-third only being females;
hence, the disease seems to have been, according to the above data,
twice as common in men as in women. This conclusion coincides, in
some degree, with general experience; and it may be stated, in proof
of its correctness, that in 1847, when 4,227 deaths were recorded from
small-pox, throughout England and Wales, 2,230 took place in males,
and only 1,997 in females; thus giving 233 more fatal cases amongst
the former than the latter sex, although women are considered to be
the most numerous class in this country.

In comparison with the number of deaths now recorded as caused
by small-pox, it may be interesting to mention, that nearly one hun-
dred years prior to the time already quoted, viz., in 1749, notwith-
standing that the population of London was only about 780,000, or
scarcely one-third its present amount, no less than 2,625 persons died
from variola in the metropolis, one-tenth of the total mortality being

I The reader is referred to the able exposition of this subject by Dr. A. Knox,
in the LONDON JOURNAL OF MEDICINE for December 1850, and April 1851.

34 2
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then alone occasioned by this malady. Even subsequently to the intro-
duction of inoculation, authors state that, one in every fourteen inha-
bitants born in England became the victims of small-pox-so malignant
was this complaint at the above period. Now, however, and even in
spite of the prejudices frequently still entertained by parents, especially
amongst the lower ranks, who are often very adverse to employing
vaccination, this scourge of the human race has, nevertheless, proved
much more rare in many districts of England. Such an opinion seems
more correct, when it is known that, only one person in about every
85 individuals born at present dies from small-pox; whereby, this
disease, from being formerly the most fatal malady amongst the popu-
lation, has fallen to a much lower position in the mortu;ary scale, and
now occupies usually the fifteenth place on the list of deaths.

FEvER HOsPITAL. In this establishment, now situated at Isling-
ton, the deaths recorded amongst the inmates, during the last six
months, amounted to 42; of which 19 occurred among the female, and
23 among the male patients. Compared with the mortality met with
throughout the two quarters immediately preceding, the amount just
mentioned is rather less than that previously reported; seeing that 50
patients then died in the Fever Hospital, of whom 26 were male, and
24 female inmates; whereby the proportion of the former sex was
predominant at both periods.

Believing that it may prove interesting to make a few general re-
marks respecting the prevalence of febrile diseases in the metropolis,
during the past year, especially if illustrated by the records of this
useful institution, I would observe, that 544 patients were admitted,
during the above period, in lieu of 653 the preceding year; thus mak-
ing a diminution of 109. The numbers discharged cured amounted to
421, or at the rate of 77-38 per cent.; and, as the deaths were 90,
the aggregate mortality of all cases, therefore, reached 16-50 per hun-
dred,-being very nearly the average of the two preceding years.
- Of the patients admitted during 1850, 357 were affected with con-
tinued fever, 59 with scarlatina, and 128 laboured under other diseases
than fever. Again, in regard to the numbers dismissed cured, it
appears, by the annual report, that 275 persons attacked by continued
fever, left the hospital convalescent, 52 recovered from scarlatina, and
94 previously suffering from other diseases, not fever, were restored to
health. Amongst the 90 deaths already referred to, 52 occurred from
continued fever (including typhus, and the interic, or abdominal vari-
ety), making 14 per cent. The rate of mortality in the cases of typhus
amounted, however, to 22,4 per cent; and of enteric fever, it was about
18 per cent. Seven patients died of scarlatina, and 31 of other dis-
eases than fever; in which latter category, if calculated according to
the admissions, the mortality is 24-20 per cent, being rather a high
average. It should, however, be stated, in explanation of the above
circumstance, and to mark the severe type of the diseases often affect-
ing residents, that considerably more than half the 90 fatal cases now
recorded, or 50 patients, died within seven days after their adniission.

Before taking leave of the Fever Hospital and its operations, I must
transcribe, from an authorized statement lately published, the follow-
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ing paragraph, as it possesses much practical value, besides indicating
the prevailing diathesis of diseases recently admitted. During the
whole of last year, the report says, "sBlood-letting has not been
resorted to in a single instance; and, in few cases, was even the topi-
cal abstraction called for. On the other hand, it was found, when the
stage of depression came on, that wine and other stimulants were, as
in several preceding years, the chief measures on which dependence
could be placed." In addition to the above important remarks, it is
also instructive to add, on the same authority, that ague (ordinarily of
comparative rarity in or around London) was last year met with in
nine cases received into the hospital; all of whom were speedily cured.
This fact becomes more interesting, as sometimes not a single case of
periodic fever was admitted for years consecutively.

GENERAL HOSPITALS. In my last half-yearly report on the Health
of London, I made some cursory remarks respecting the mortality met
with at these establishments, which attracted considerable attention at
the time, and led to much subsequent discussion. I again resume the
subject more willingly, in consequence of being able, through the
kindness of others, to bring before the profession some interesting
statistical data, illustrating the movement of patients in various metro-
politan hospitals. In order that various facts might be classified in an
uniform manner, so that general principles might be established upon
authentic evidence, and that, at the same time, the results so obtained
from particular institutions might be compared, I forwarded to dif-
ferent friends attached to the eleven general hospitals of London, an
exactly similar form, to be filled up, in separate columns, with the
number of patients admitted, the number of cures, and likewise the
deaths recorded during the six months referred to in the present com-
munication. To the gentlemen thus addressed my best thanks are justly
due, for their promptitude in replying to these inquiries; and although
I have been unable to obtain an answer to every question, in conse-
quence of the want of a secretary in one case, the labour of examining
numerous registers in other instances, as also the fact, that sometimes
the hospital books were only made up annually; nevertheless the data
supplied were valuable; whilst the various figures given in subsequent
tables cannot but prove of much use to practitioners, by enabling inves-
tigators to form their own opinions, besides otherwise deducing import-
ant practical conclusions. With these objects, the general hospitals of
London were selected, since a large number of the sick and labouring
poor are therein treated, particularly when suffering from the effects of
severe disease, or accidents. The nature ofthe particular maladies affect-
ing some patients, the kind of violence which had befallen others, or
the special cause of death in those cases terminating fatally, however
instructive such information would undoubtedly prove to the profes-
sion, are not detailed in the present report. Indeed, to make similar
attempts, even if they did not terminate in failure, would render this
communication not only too voluminous, but almost incompatible with
the purpose originally proposed; more especially, as any undertaking
of that description could be only accomplished by gentlemen officially
connected with the institutions. However, I very confidently trust,

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
Lond J M

ed: first published as 10.1136/bm
j.s2-3.30.522 on 3 June 1851. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/


Hospital.

St. Bartholomew'E

St. Thomas's ....

London ........

St. George's ....

Middlesex ......

Westminster ....

Charing Cross ..

Royal Free......

King's College ..

Class of Admitted
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the time is not distant, when periodical reports will be regularly pub-
lished, containing ample statistical details from all the metropolitan
hospitals, so that the desideratum, to which reference is now made,
will be effectually supplied; more especially, as the proceeding would
be highly advantageous, and also conduce much to the advancement
of medical science, based upon the best of all foundations-extensive
experience.

Statiitsc of Patients in Nine General Hospitals of London, during
Six Months, terminating at the end of March 1851.

Medical
Surgical

'I. 5" " 3

Medical . .
Surgical . .

Medical . .

SUrgiA -

Medical . .

Surgical ..

Medical . .
Surgical . .

Medical . .
Surgical . .

Medical . .
Surgical . .

Medical . .
Surgical . .

Both classes

GrandTotals

.I

891
1,796

2,687
913

1,224
2,137

528
1,362

1,890
691
785

1,476
627
640

1,267
458
318

776
179
443

622
95

219
314
659

11,838

121
90

211
92
50
-- 142
63
63
-- 126
82
45

127
51
26

77
40
11

51
26
16

42
7
8

15
59

850

Died.
v

Per Cent
13-58
5.01

7-10
10-07
408

__ __6.64
11-93
4-62

0-66
11'87
5-73

8'60
8'13
406

6-07
8-73
3.45

_6-57
14-52
3-61

- 6-75
7-05
3-66

4-77
8-96

7-18

l
i

According to the data contained in this table, the number of patients
affected by surgical diseases generally, but especialy at the London
and St. Bartholomew's Hospitals, predominated over the medical, ex-
cepting at the Westminster Hospital. In the first-named charity, the
proportion was five surgical to two medical cases admitted; whilst at
St. Bartholomew's, the former were exactly double the latter. Respect-
ing the proportion of deaths recorded, the ratio ranged otherwise;
being relatively more numerous amongst medical patients at all the
hospitals, than in persons treated by the surgeons; and although that
number was identical in both categories at the London Hospital, the
comparative result was very different. Speaking generally, in reference
to the ordinary rate of mortality met with in medical diseases, the
mean averaged highest at Charing Cross and St. Bartholomew's Hos-
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pitals, as the proportion, calculated upon the numbers admitted, reached
14 52 per cent. in the former establishment, and 13 58 in the latter; the
lowest recorded being at the Free Hospital. Again, amongst surgical
patients, the smallest mortality occurred at the Westminster Hospital,
where the ratio averaged under 3j per cent.; whereas, at St. Bartho-
lomew's, five deaths occurred for every hundred admissions; but at
St. George's Hospital the per centage of deaths among surgical patients
was 5-73. Considerable discrepancy is therefore observed to exist in
the gross mortality met with at different institutions. Thus,at King's
College Hospital, the ratio seems higher than in any other charity,
being near nine per cent., both classes included. On the other hand,
the Free Hospital exhibits the lowest, or only 4-77 per cent.; whilst
at St. George's, the proportion of deaths was 8-60 per cent.; whereas,
at St. Thomas's, it was nearly two per cent. less, being almost identi-
cal in amount with that recorded at the London Hospital, where a
larger number of severe accidents are usually admitted, than into any
hospital throughout the metropolis. Other important inferences may
be likewise deduced from the various figures given in the table, espe-
cially, as they not only illustrate the general mortality met with in
various public charities, but likewise state the gross number of patients
treated, during the period comprised in this communication.
No answer having been returned to my application respecting the

movement of patients at University College, or Guy's, Hospitals, during
the last six months, I regret it has been out of my power to enter
either of these institutions in the table I have compiled. However, on
examining the Registrar General's weekly reports, it appears 70 patients
died in University College Hospital during the two quarters ending
last March, instead of 78 in the previous; whilst at Guy's, the total
deaths were'191 in the recent period, contra-distinguished to 164 in the
former; thus making an increase of 27 fatal cases, or about one-seventh.
Although it was impossible to procure the requisite return regarding
Guy's Hospital, a friend, who obligingly examined the registers, states,
that the medical and surgical cases adniitted at this charity, from March
1850 to March 1851, amounted to 4,165; the deaths being 349 during
the same twelve months; so that, the rate of mortality ranged within
a fraction of 9 5 per cent., being higher than that recorded as occur-
ring in any establishment quoted in preceding pages.

Notwithstanding discrepancies may appear in the mortuary details
received from several hospitals, during the last six months, as com-
pared with the two quarters from March to October 1850, the total
deaths in the more recent period was greater, being 1,111, or 60 above
the number recorded in the previous, when the aggregate amounted to
1,051. Even if the first three months of 1851 are alone taken into
account, still an increase in the mortality will be found to have super-
vened in the hospitals, as 604 deaths, or more than half of the whole
amount, took place in the months of January, February, and March,
in contradistinction to 507 reported during the quarter immediately
preceding. It may be farther stated, in proof of the augmented sick-
ness more recently prevalent in London, as compared with the parallel
quarter ending in March 1850, that 583 deaths occurred, during that
last-named period, in the eleven general hospitals. This result also
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Hospitals. Class of Patients. Admitted. Died.

N. F. M. F.
St. Thomas's ........ Medical.405 508 45 47

Surgical ... .. 784 440 31 19
London .Medical..... .. 321 207 38 25

Surgical ...... 041 421 43 20
St. George's .Medical.347 344 41 41

Surgical ...... 521 264 32 13
Middlesex .......... Medical ........ 286 341 27 24

Surgical ...... 413 277 19 7
Charing Cross ...... Medical. 91 88 12 14

Surgical .2 .. 281 162 10 6
Royal Free .......... Medical. 65 30 6 1

Surgical 117 102 6 2

Totals . 4,572eJ 3,184 310+ 219
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confirms the statement given in a former paragraph, when alluding to
the augmented mortality lately noticed amongst workhouse inmates.

Thinking some inquiry regarding the sex of patients treated in
metropolitan hospitals, would prove interesting, the following table has
been constructed with the express object of illustrating that question.

Sex of In-patients Admitted and Died in Six General Hospitals of
London during Six Months, terminating at the end

ofMarch 1851.

* Being 1,388 more males than females, or an excess of 43*50 per cent.
+ Or 6078 percent. Or 6-90 per cent.

.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Viewed in a general aspect, the above statement shows that a large
proportion of hospital inmates were male patients,-proportions in a

hundred being about 59.33 males to 40 67 females. At two institu-
tions, however, the reverse was the case in respect to medical patients,
namely, at St. Thomas's and the Middlesex Hospitals. In the fonner,
one-fourth more females than males, labouring under medical diseases,
were admitted; and a similar peculiarity occurred in the latter charity,
although the diflerence was less considerable. In the other institutions,
more male surgical patients were received into the wards appropriated
to that class, than of the opposite sex; particularly at the London and
St. George's Hospitals, in both of which receptacles, the number of
male surgical patients was about double that of females.
The average rate of mortality in the two sexes, speaking generally,

was almost similar; the difference being, however, rather against
females, in whom it was nearly 7 per cent.; whereas, amongst male
patients, the mean ranged about six and three quarters. This result
was occasionally reversed; for instance, at the Middlesex Hospital,
the mortality exceeded six and a half per cent. in male patients, whilst,
amongst females, it was under five and a half; thus making a differ-
ence of one per cent. in favour of the former. On the other hand, at
St. George's Hospital, the ratio was identical amongst the medical
patients; since, exactly the same number of male and female inmates,
of that division, died, whilst the admissions were very nearly equal.
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Nevertheless, in the surgical department, the mortality ranged differ-
ently, being under five per cent. amongst female patients, and amounting
to 6-14 per cent. in the opposite sex. Reasoning from these, and pre-
viously recorded premises, practitioners may fairly assume, that the
prospect of a fatal termination in male or female patients, when
labouring under medical diseases of an ordinary kind, will be nearly
alike; whereas, surgical complaints will probably prove more dangerous
in the former, than in the latter sex. At the Charing Cross Hospital,
deductions somewhat different may be derived from the figures sup-
plied; thus, the proportion of deaths amongst female inmates, of the
medical wards, was greater than in males of the same category; the
former being nearly 16 per cent., and the latter ranging about 14-28.
Nevertheless, amongst surgical patients, the ratio coincided with that
of other hospitals; the mortality being 3-55 in male patients attacked by
surgical maladies, and 3 70 per cent. in females also of that category.
The above conclusions being, however, based upon a limited number
of data, they should be, therefore, received as only approximations to
the truth; or rather, as a general illustration of the practical know-
ledge which would be certainly obtained, if a more extensive series of
facts and figures were brought into calculation. Indeed, could accu-
rately detailed registers of the public hospitals-kept upon an uniform
system-be made available, the benefits, which must thereby acvrue
to the profession, would prove invaluable; since the medical attendant,
instead of feeling otherwise occasionally doubtful, respecting the result
likely to supervene in particular diseases, might then foretell future
events almost as certainly as actuaries and physicians (conversant
with the science of life insurance) now prognosticate the probable age
which particular individuals, under ordinary circumstances, may ex-
pect to attain.
One of the questions put by me to the officers of general hospitals,

referred to the proportion of patients discharged cured. Owing,
however, to the difficulty of separating absolute cures from cases
which left the wards relieved, with a fair prospect of future conval-
escence, it has become impossible to discuss this point in a satisfactory
manner. Notwithstanding the above defect, according to the returns
obtained from several charities, it appears that more sick inmates were
cured, speaking relatively, in the larger than in less extensive esta-
blishments; that surgical patients oftener recovered than medical;
that females, treated in the medical division, became convalescent in a
greater proportion, than males belonging to the same department;
and lastly, that surgical patients, of the male sex, appeared to recover
from their various maladies in smaller numbers, than female inmates
similarly circumstanced.

STATISTICS OF ST. THOMAS's HOSPITAL. Believing that it may
prove interesting to my readers, I here offer a few general remarks,
respecting the principal occurrences met with in one extensive metro-
politan hospital. I am induced to do so, because numerous interesting
pages have been recently dedicated, in the LONDON JOURNAL OF
MEDICINE, to the illustration of var'ious important subjects connected
with these establishments. I select St. Thomas's-one of the oldest
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and most magnificent institutions of the kind in the metropolis,-and
within whose wards 4,239 in-patients were admitted during the
year 1850. These were not re-admissions, but separate individuals;
as the system of nominal re-registration of the same patient is
entirely excluded from the following statistical returns; which
were obtained through the kidness of an influential official friend.
In reference to the practically useful subject of hospital statistics,
it farther affords me much satisfaction to state, that effective
measures are now being taken to obtain an ample statement of all
the principal points of interest connected with the numerous cases of
disease treated, during the current year, at this hospital, besides
the results obtained. This report, when completed, will doubtless
prove creditable to the managing authorities, as well as beneficial to
the entire profession; whilst it may become a good example for imita-
tion in other quarters.
To shew the nature of the diseases which proved fatal in this cha-

rity last year, I would now direct special attention to the subjoined
report, enumerating the causes of death in the 270 fatal cases recorded
at St. Thomas's Hospital during 1850.

Abscess .......... 6
Aneurism .......... 3
Apoplexy .......... 6
Bronchitis ........ 10
Burns and Scalds .. 6
Cancer ............ 9
Convulsions ........ 3
Diabetes .......... 1
Died on entry ......1
Disease of Brain .... 2

Heart .... 18
Kidney 7
Liver 12
Lungs 6
Stomach 6
Uterus. 3

Tots

Dropsy .......... 2
Dysentery ........ 1
Enteritis ........ 1
Erysipelas ........ 2
Fistula .......... 1
Fractures ........ 11
Gout .......... 1
Hemorrhage ...... 4
Hepatitis ........ 1
Hernia .......... 3
Intestinal Ulcers .. 1
Laryngitis ........ 3
Metria .......... 2
Mortification ...... 4
Nephritis ........ 7
Ovarian Dropsy .... 2

Paralysis .......... 3
Pericarditis ........ 5
Phthisis ......... 59
Phlegmon ......... 6
Pneumonia ........ 10
Poison . 1
Purpurs ..........1
Scarlatina ..........1
Scrofula ......... 4
Stone.1.........
Syphilis ......... 2
Tetanus .......... 1
Typhus ......... 10
Ulcer ......... 2
Violence ......... 4
Not specified ...... 15
270

According to the above statement, nearly one-third of the entire
mortality was produced by diseases of the respiratory organs; com-
prising 10 fatal cases of bronchitis, 10 of pneumonia, 6 of affections
of the lungs, 3 of laryngitis, and 59 of phthisis; thus making, alto-
gether, 88 deaths by these maladies. Hence, all the facts here re-
corded, entirely coincide with the observations contained in a previous
page, and illustrate the great frequency of pectoral complaints through-
out England; whilst they also indicate that consumption does not
constitute a cause of exclusion from every general hospital of London,
seeing, not less than 59 persons died of phthisis during last year, in
this ancient charity; of whom 37 were male, and 22 female patients;
whilst 115 left the institution more or less relieved, and four were
reported cured.
The following table, respecting the age and social condition of

the various individuals who recently died of consumption, in St.
Thomas's Hospital, was drawn up from the register kept at this
institution, and deserves perusal.
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Age.

21
23
25
26
27
30
31
32
33
34
38

Single.

Thirty-seven Males.

2
3

1
2

* -

1i

Married

..1
2

1

1

1

*-a
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7abke ofAge and Social Condition of the 59 Fatal Cases of Phthiaiu
recorded in St. Tlhomas'8s Hospital durin%I 1850.

Age.

40
41
42
43
44
47
49
53
54
55
64

Single.

13

1i

12
1

1

3

* v

Maried.

7
1
1

*@

*1
1
1

I

Slnenty-two Femaled.

Age.

18

19
20
21
23
25
26
28
30
31
34
36
37

Single.

2
1
1

2

2

1

*-
2

*i
I

Marred.

..

1

1

1

i*i

39 1

13 7

- -

44

59
2

15-

15

1

7
- Ii

From the above figures it appears, that more single persons than
married, in both sexes, died of phthisis; there being 38 of the former,
to 21 of the latter; whilst about half the whole number, or 29 indi-
viduals, had not exceeded their thirtieth year at the period of death.
Such peculiarities, especially in reference to age, seem to have been
indubitably pronounced amongst female patients, as 15 of the 22 cases
did not exceed 30 years of age; and of these 11 were single, with only
4 married women. On the other hand, out of the 37 male patients, not
more than 14, or nearly two-fifths, were 30 years of age or under;
of whom, 9 were single men, and 5 married. It may hence be fairly
inferred, that consumption proves a more serious malady amongst
young unmarried women, than among the married. At the same time,
the disease seems to prevail also less frequently in the opposite sex
similarly circumstanced; as 9 single men attacked, at or under 30
years of age, died from phthisis, in contrast to 5 who were married.

Another point in reference to hospital statistics also deserves notice,
the more so as it illustrates, to some extent, the general features of
most diseases affecting patients received into these public establish-
ments; I mean the length of time during which sick inmates remained
under medical treatment. This is an important question for inquiry;
because, if any facts of,that kind be correctly ascertained, professional
men can, from such tables, confidently deduce inferences respecting
the nature, whether acute or otherwise, of the chief complaints treated
in the wards of a particular institution. In order briefly to illustrate
the point adverted to, I subjoin a classified return of the exact period
which all the 270 patients, who died in St. Thomas's Hospital during
1850, remained under medical or surgical treatment. The details it
contains seem interesting, and merit examination.
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Length of Residence in St. Thomas's Hospital, during 1850, of the
.270 Patients whose Diseases terminated Fatally
88 Surgical Patients. 182 Medical Patients.

F. Total Time in Hospital. IL F. Totsa Time in Hospital.

5 2 7 Died day of entry
6 1 7 Died day of entry 5 4 9 Do. I day
4 5 9 Do. l day 5 5 10 Do. 2 do.
4 1 5 Do. 2 do. 6 2 8 Do. 3 do.
1.. 1 Do. 3 do. 3 3 6 Do. 4 do.
. 1 1 Do. 5 do. 5 1 6 Do. 5 do.
3 1 4 Do.6do. 4 1 5 Do.Odo.
7 8 15 Do. I week and under 2 14 13 27 Do. Iweek and nder 2
6 3 9 Do. 2 do. do. 3 16 5 21 Do. 2weeks do. 3
6 2 8 Do. 3 do. do. 4 13 6 19 Do. 3do. do. 4
4 1 5 Do. 4 do. do. 5 7 6 13 Do. 4 do. do. 5
31 3 Do. 6 do. do. 7 2 6 8 Do. 5 do. do. 6
3.. 3 Do. 7 do. - do. 2 months 6 5 11 Do. 6 do. do. 7
5 1 6 Do. 2 months do. 3 do. 5 1 6 Do. 7 do. & under 2 muts.
2 1 3 Do. 3 do. do. 4 do. 11 5 16 Do. 2 months & under 3
1 2 3 Do. 5 do. do. 6 do. 1 .. 1 Do. 3 do. do. 4

2 2 Do. 6 do. do. 7 do. .. 2 2 Do. 4 do. do. 5
1.. 1 Do. 7 do. do. 8 do. 2 1 3 Do. 5 do. do. 6
1 1 2 Do. 8 do. do. 9 do. 1 1 2 Do. 6 do. do. 7
1.. 1 Do. 11 do. do. 12 do. 1 .. 1 Do. 7 do. do. 8

1 1 Do. 8 do. do. 9

5830 88 112 70182

Looking at the various data contained in this table, and taking the
surgical patients in the aggregate, 27 persons, or 30-68 per cent. of
the entire number, died under one week's residence in the hospital.
Where the period did not exceed four weeks, 59 surgical patients, or
67-04 per cent., are reported to have died within that term. Again,
in regard to medical cases, the ratio of mortality averages rather less
at silnilar short periods; 51 deaths, out of the 182, having occurred
under one week from the period of entry, which is equal to 28-02 per
cent. Where the time of residence was under four weeks, the propor-
tion, in that case, reached 64-83 per cent., seeing 118 out of the whole
182 patients treated by the physicians died before twenty-eight days
had elapsed. The proportion of deaths amongst female surgical pa-
tients, whose treatment in hospital ranged under four weeks, actually
reached a higher amount than amongst surgical male patients: this is
shown by the fact, that 22 of the 30 deaths were classed in this cate-
gory,-giving a ratio of 73-33 per cent; whereas, amongst the 58
male surgical patients who died before they had resided twenty-eight
days in hospital, there were only 37 deaths, or 63-96 per hundred.
This indicates that the particular maladies, in these cases, were neither
so acute nor rapid in their course amongst men as women. The results
recorded in medical patients, when residence in hospital did not
exceed four weeks, proved, however, somewhat different, if the male
inmates were compared with the opposite sex: thus, 76 of the 112
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male patients who died during 1850, had not been under medical treat-
ment beyond twenty-eight days,-thus making 68-03 per cent., whilst
the number of casualties amongst female medical patients, similarly
circumstanced, was 42, being at the rate of 60 per cent. From these
facts, it is clearly indicated that diseases usually treated by physicians
seem of a severer type, and become more rapidly fatal among men,
than in maladies affecting women. Although the surgical cases end-
ing fatally at St. Thomas's, were less numerous than the medical, a
larger proportion of the former class remained longer in hospital before
the fatal termination, than prevailed amongst the other division, where
disease likewise terminated in death. Six surgical patients out of 88 had
resided upwards of six months before death, whereas, only four indivi-
duals amongst the total 182 fatal cases in the medical ward, were under
treatment for a similar period. Again, the average number of beds
occupied nightly by sick persons, amounted to 446, throughout the
whole period referred to in previous pages; whilst five weeks and four
days constituted the mean time during which each inmate continued
in the establishment.

Besides these general statements,-possessing considerable interest,
it is also instructive to remind readers, that the mortality reported
amongst surgical patients of every description, treated at St. Thomas's
Hospital, ranged about four perhundred, compared with the admissions;
contra-distinguished to which, the ratio of persons affected with medi-
cal diseases,-also proving fatal, was more than double that amount,
or fully ten per cent. if calculated in the same manner; thus explaining
several results of an important character, and nearly analogous to those
experienced, at almost every other similar medical institution, through-
out the metropolis.

24, Brook Street, May 1851.
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