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slightest regard to their relative age, education, or pro-
fessional attainments; and, secondly, by adopting a
different standard in selecting candidates resident in
the metropolis, from that which they acted npon in
the case of provincial surgeons, and thus perpetu-
ating the inividious distinction between " Surgeons in
London" and the "Surgeons of England," which it
was one principal object of the Charter, by a change
in the title of the College, to destroy.
That the said Charter further requires that all

existing members of the college, except those first
nominated by the council, shall undergo another
examination, or be for ever excluded from the honour
and privileges of the fellowship, an indignity fromi
which your Petitioners cannot but feel that the pos-
session of the before-mentioned diploma, and, as in
the case of many of themn, a devotion of many years
to the active duties of their profession, ought, in fair-
ness, to have exempted them.

That, in a bill which was introduced into parliament
last session, entitled " an Act for the better regulation
of the Medical Profession," there are certain clauses
which would connect exclusive legal privileges to the
possession of the said Fellowship, above those enjoyed
by the other members of the College.
Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that an

enquiry may be immediately instituted into the provi-
sions of the said charter, lately grantel to the College
of Surgeons, and the principles upon which its details,
in respect to the Fellowship, have been carried into
effect, either by the appointmnent of a committee for
that purpose, or such other method as to the wisdom
of youir Honourable House shall seem meet; and that
no bill concerning the medical profession, which shall
in any way recognise the distinction alluded to, be
allowed to pass into a law until such an enquily shall
have been instituted.
And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

(Signed)
Wm. Conolly, M.D., Cheltenham, President of the

Gloucestershire Medical Association; Wm. Morgan
Meyler, C. Clutterbuck, Ambrose Dawson Cookson,
J. P. Heane, H. R. Williams, Peter Goullet, Gloucester;
J. W. Earle, C. T. Cook, Thos. Wright, Thos. J,
Cottle, J. A. Allardyce, M.D., .Eneas Cannon, M.D.,
G. Ford Copeland, Edward Fricker, C. J. Hawkins,
David Hartley, James Fortnom, W. P. Brooks, R. J.
Lloyd, Frederick Hyett, Charles Salt,H. Cox Goodlake,
Henry Coles, W. Cary Coles M.D., S. H. Murley,
Frederick Richardson, Cheltenham; Walter Cary,
Charlton Kings; J. Willis, Cheltenham; Daniel Smith,
Minchinhampton; Wm. Dalton, F. W. Crump, Chelt-
enham; Charles Powell, Tockington; Joseph Wollen,
William Gardner, Painswick; J. Stratford Collins,
Newnham; Jaines Jones, Thornbury; Charles Bruce
Warner, Thos. Warner, Charles Pooley, J. A. Bedwell,
Cirencester; C. W. Turner, Minchinhainpton; W.
Heane, Mitcheldean; J. Ralph Bedwell, Joseph Riste,
Northleach; F. B. Reynolds, Arlington; J. C. Hickes,
Berkeley; S. P. Bendall, Wm. J. Hill, Wooton-under-
Edge; Thomas Watts, Thos. Watts, jun., Frampton; J.
Taylor Jones, Stroud ; Thomas Stokes, James H. Wells,
Nailsworth; Anthony Holbrow, Stonehouse; J. S.
Rodd, Winchcomb; George Fewater, Thornbury; J.
F. Dawson, W. Viner Beadle, Tewkesbury.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS: PROTEST
FROM BOLTON AGAINST THE PROCEED-
INGS OF THE COUNCIL.

To the President and Council of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England.

We, the undersigned, members of the College of
Surgeons, in order to arrive at the highest honours of
the college, have pursued the course of studies required
for that purpose, and passed the usual examinations,
and having obtained that degree, now find that it
has pleased the college to select, arbitrarily, from its
memnbers, individuals, for a higher degree. If the
selection had been of those who possess superior merit,
or who are of greater age, we might, perhaps ought to,
have been satisfied; but when we find individuals
selected for that honour, several of whom have not in
any way distinguished themselves above the rest, and
many who are our juniors, we cannot avoid recording
our indignant protest against conduct so manifestly
unjust; and expressing our determination not to cease
our exertions until all those who are now members
shall, after a certain lapse of time, become fellows of
the college: or, if we find that we cannot obtain justice,
we will, in that case, endeavour to procure a charter
of incorporation for the general practitioners, in which
such invidious and unjust distinctions will not be per-
mitted.

Believing that the Council of the college have the
welfare of the body at heart, we have hitherto trusted
that it would, finding the deep dissatisfaction expressed
by its members, retrace its steps, and not compel them
to a course of conduct which must inevitably prove
injurious to the prosperity, if not the existence, of the
college itself.

Signed, by every memnber in Bolton and the neigh-
bourhood.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS: PROTEST
OF THE SURGEONS OF ESSEX.

To the President and Council of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England.

Gentlemen,-The undersigned, Members of the
College of Surgeons, practising in Essex, desire tto con-
vey to the Councilthe expression of their dissatisfction,
and of the deep sense of the injustice with which they
have been treated, by the mode in which the Council
have exercised their powers under the new Charter.
The undersigned are impelled to this painful step

by a remembrance of the oath they have all sworn, on
being admitted members, to maintain "the dignity
and welfare" of the college to the utmost of their
power. They believe the college to be essentially the
whole body of Members, and not the Council exclu-
sively; that every member became such on the faith
of a clearly-implied compact; that by that act he had
at once .icquired the highest degree in surgery, at that
time known or acknowledged throuighout the empire.
It is witlh deep regret the undersigned must state,
that the course the Council has taken witlh regard
to the distribution of the newly-created grade of
the fellowship, is most arbitrary and unjust, inasmuch
as it bestows superior rank and honours on a chosen
few, at the expense of many thousands who were
previously upon an equality with those who have
received this distinction. The und4sgned susi
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ALLEGED CHILD MURDER. 267

further add, that the whole proceeding of the Council
bas been at variance with the just and constitutional
principle, that, in all changes, existing rights are to be
respected, a principle which Sir James Graham in the
new Charter, gave the Council the full power of
carrying out.
Thomas Tomkin, Witham; Samuel A. Philbrick,

James M. Churchill, George B. Clark, Colchester;
Ezekiel G. Varenne, Relvedon; Alderman J. D. Par-
tridge, Colchester; Thomas M. Tomkin, Coggeshall;
William Meadowcroft, Great Bentley; Charles Edwd.
Blair, Colchester; Septimus Rodick, Halstead;
L. Foaker, Surgeon to the West Essex Militia; Wm.
Carter, Billericay; Francis Lovell, Chelmsford; A. G.
Proctor, Witham; D. H. B. Haynes, Copford; Wm.
Bidwell, Henry H. Bidwell, Dedham; James Addison,
Burnham; George C. Holmstead, Bocking; George
M. Whimper, Tillingham ; James F. Tomlinson,
Maldon ; Richard Cremer, Chelmsford; John R.
Barlow, Writtle; George Welch, Stanle Montfichet;
George Harvey, Castle Hedingham; James B. Easter,
Stebbing; J. Taylor, Earl's Colne; George H. Bore,
Copford; Frank D. Potter, Chipping Ongar; Charles
Miller, Wakering; W. Thomnpsun, Manningtree; Robt.
Latten, St. Osyth; Wm. Bryckwood Tomkin, Withani;
Henry Hare, Great Baddow; J. Hutchinson, Little
Waltham; John T. Gilson, Thos. Ring, Daniel Wheeler,
Chelmsford; W. R. Barlow, Writtle; Henry Bird,
Chelmsford; G. M. Raine, Billericay; Oswald Cop-
land, Chelmsford; Charles Merriman, Epping; Henry
Dixon, Witham; George May, John Thorp, sen.,
John Thorp, jun., Maldon; Edmund Whitfield,
Tolleshunt D'Arcy; Charles Butler, Ingatestone;
Thomas Cocks, R.N., 'rhomas Cocks, jun., Hatfield
Broad Oak; Joseph Grice, Thomas Salt, Great
Dunmow; John Serjeant Norman, West Mersea;
Harold Giles, Coggeshall; Thomas M. Kendall, Stan-
ford-le-Hope; Thomas C. Pyman, Witham; Charles
Dixon, John Dixon, Braintree; W., R. WVarwick,
Southend.

A CASE OF ALLEGED CHILD-MURDER, AT
POOLE, DORSETSHIRE.

Betsy Chrstopher, aged 18, was charged in the
indictment with the wilful murder of her female child,
at Great Canford, by cutting its throat.

Mr. Saunders opened the case, and after stating the
outlines, called the following witnesses:-

Louisa Holland examined. I was in the service of
Mr. Collins, at Parkstone, near Poole. The prisoner
was my fellow-servant; she had been in the service a
fortnight, and always 8lept with me. On the morning
of the 13th of February, about five o'clock, when I was
in bed, I saw the prisoner standing by the bedside. I
enquired, what was the matter? She replied " nothing."
.1 went to sleep and awoke again about six; when I
found her in bed. We both rose shortly after. She
dressed herself and we both went to work, I to the
nursery, and she down stairs. About eight o'clock
she canme uip stairs into the children's room; she com-
plained of great pain. I did not observe anything
particular about her at that time; I advised her to go
to bed, and she did so. I saw her again in about half
an bour; I went to her bed room and found her on the
bed with here clothes on; I eaquired how she was, and

she replied very poorly; I left her, and visited her
again in less than an hour. She had risen from bed, and
I noticed certain appearances on the floor; I stayed with
her a short period and then went down to the kitchen.
Shortly after she came down to the kitchen, and I
asked her whether she had changed her dress ? She
said " yes." She hkd on a different dress, her
apron was thrown back over her arms and she went
out to the privy. In ten minutes she returned; I then
saw that her hands were bloody. She asked for water
to wash her hands with; and I got it for her. She
remained by the fire about a quarter of an hour, com-
plained of faintness, and then went to bed. I went and
informed my mistress that she was ill, and then carried
her some tea and gruel. About a week after she came,
I observed she had a knife in her possession; she car-
ried it about with her.
The next witness that was examined, was the mis-

tress. I asked her how long she had been poorly, she
said some time. I observed her room looked very
untidy, and 1 said, I hoped she had done nothing
wrong.
Mr. John Collins. I live at Parkstone; I went out

about half-past five in the morning in question, and
on my return home, from information I received, I
went to the privy; I saw marks of blood on the floor,
and a splash of blood on the seat. [ looked down
and saw something white on the soil. I immediately
ran into the house and got a candle and looked down;
I saw the child lying on its side with its hand up, and
its throat cut; I saw there was no life in it; and there-
fore did not touch it. I immediately gave information
to the coroner, who desired Mr. West, the surgeon, to
return with me and inspect the body.
Mr. John Wickens West. I am a surgeon, and

have been in practice some years in Poole; I was
formerly at the infirmary, Northampton. By the direc-
tion of the coroner, I accompanied the last witneus
to his house. I went with him to the privy, and by
the assistance of a candle saw a child lying on the soil,
and again after it was taken out; it was apparently a
full-grown child; the appearance of the skin was
healthy, and it presented no marks of violence except
an extensive wound in the throat. I went up to the
prisoner's room, in company with the constable and
her master, and found her in bed ; I asked her if
she had been confined, and she denied it. I examined
her, and found sbe had been recently delivered; we
asked her what instrument she used; at first she made
no answer, but the second time we put the question,
she took from her person a knife. I asked her if the
wound had been inflicted before or after tbe death of
the child ? She said "after." I afterwards examined
the body morn particularly, and from the. internal
appearances I should say, in my judgment, 'the child
was born alive. On opening the cavity of the chest
the lungs presented a particularly fresh appearance;
their colour was pink, and their volume much increased,
overlapping the pericardium and diaphragm. I then
removed the lungs and put them into water, and they
readily floated; it is a sign they had been inflated;
there was no sign of ptutrefaction; the ductus arteriosus
or arterial duct, just at its entrance into the aorta, was
slightly contracted; that contraction takes place soon
after birth; the bladder was contracted, that is a sigp
of a child having been born alive; the appeance and
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