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labour (this was her second accouchement) had shown
themselves; I slept in the house, but was not disturbed
the -whole night, her pains being so trivial and far
between. When I arose about seven o'clock, on the
28th, I found my patient comfortable, but a little
fatigued; the face was still swollen, and the pulse
fuller and quicker than natural to her. I had not left
herhalf an hour ere I was called in great haste, and
from the attack on the previous night, and the swollen
condition of the face and neck, I was almost prepared
for that I met with. My fears were confirmed on
opening the door, for I heard the lady screaming
violently, inadly, and found four or five attendants
trying, fruitlessly, to keep ber in bed ; the eyes were
glaring and furious, the whole face distorted, the mus-
cular strength immense, breathing loud and stertorous;
in fact she had puerperal convulsions. On making
an examination, the os uteri was found to be dilated
to the size of half-a-crown, and the head presenting
naturally. I besitated not to bleed, which I did from
both arnms at once, but with great difficulty froin the
smallness and depth of the veins., When 20 or 25
ounces of blood had been thus rapidly drawn, the
pulse. sank, the rigid limbs became pliable and enfeebled,
and appearances of syncope took the place of the
previous alarming symptoms. The child was born
(dead))without a seeming effort. Much to my surprise
and delightmy patient gradually became composed, but
not sensible, for many hours. As soon as I could pre-
vail upon her to take it, I gave three grains of calomel,
with ten of extract of colocynth, followed by an aperient
draught. I need not add the subsequent treatment, as
all went well. Now, I ask, who would bave doubted
the propriety of bleeding in this case ?-who would
have hesitated to bleed promptly and freely? I
firmly believe that had I abstracted blood from the
arm on the morning of the 27th, when first called, my
patient would have had no convulsions.

I merely send youi this case in order, by a practical
illustration of its value, to justify the treatmentpursued
by Mr. Druitt. My case bears a close analogy to Mr.
Druitt's in another particular, viz., that rather severe
salivation took place, and yet I gave only three grains of
calomel. I attribute this accident in both cases to the
facility with which mercury produces its peculiar
action when administered after large blood-lettings.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

FREDERICK COX.
WJelford, Nortliamptonshire, May 17, 1844.
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Wben the social interests or thie moral and teli-
gious welfare of mankind are at stake, it becomes
the duty of the statesman and of the minister of
religion to raise their voices and exert their influ-
ence in the common cause. So likewise wlhen the

physical wvell-being of the community is endan-
gered, it is incumbent upon the medical profession
at large to warn the ignorant and incautious against

the threatened evil, and as far as practicable goad
against or remedy its effects. Actuated bv these
views, vve are led to make a few remarks upon a
subject wbich has lately engaged the attention of
the Conmmons House of Parliament. We allude
to thie portion of time wlhich should be allowed for
continuotus daily labour in the factory.

It is to be feared that many of those who have
undertaken to decide upou this question, are
but verv imperfectly instructed in some of its
most inmportant bearings, and have been influ.
enced in their decision rather by certain
ab.otract notions of political expediency, or by
party considerations, than by a knowledge of the
powers and capabilities of the l)uman machine.
We believe that of those who are best qualified to
form a judgment,-of those wlho from education,
study, and practical experience are best informed
of the extent to wlhich human endurance may be
tan9ked without permanent injury, there are few
who would have ventured to come to a conclu-
sion upon it without the most careful and anxiobs
inquiry. Yet we do not hear that the opinion of
eminent persons competent to arrive at a just con-
clusion in the real merits of this part of the subject
has been either sougbt or listened to by the many
who have recorded their votes in favour of the long
period.
No mere legislator, Ilowever intelligent he miay

be in questions purelv political, or whatever may
be the powers of his mind, can be supposed capable
of exercising those powers with effect in a subject
of the details of which he is in entire ignorance.
An engineer wlho is well acquainted with the dura.
bility, toughness, elasticity, and other physical
properties of the wood and imetal employed in
'the construction of machinery, and witth the
wear and tear from friction and other causes
to which this machinery is subject, may be
able to estimiate its powers, and regulate the
employment of it, so as to prcduce the greatest pos-
sible effect at the least possible disadvantage. But
were it necessary or advisable so to economise
machinery as to render the preservation of it a
subject for legislative interference, would the
Governmient, or the Members of the House of
Commons, proceed without duie investigation, in
whichi the opinion of eminent engineers should
have full weight and consideration. But the pre-
tervation of the hunian macbine, regarded merely
as such, as it is too apt to be in discussions of this
nature, is to this full as important for the good of
the state, and is now actually tinder consideration.
Can it be considered consistent with that wisdom,
and tlhose principles of sound government which
the country has a right to look for from its legis-
lators, that the construction, the wonderful play
of action, and the modifications wbich both
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110 FACTORY BILL.

undergo when either is deranged, or the power
which the entire human machine manifests is
impaired, slhall be entirely overlooked.
The anatomist and the plhysiologist know well that

the body in childhood is not capable ofsuich prolonge4
exertion as it can undergo in manhood; tbat the
frame-work is then weak and slender; that the
animal textures have not the firmness of thiose
of the mature adult; and, consequiently, that
the phiysical powers are not equal to the same
amount of labouir. The pathologist, by painful
experience, has become acquainted witlh the long
train of diseases which are induced by bodily fatigue,
by insufficient rest, by close confinement, by un-
wholesome air, by scanty diet, and by innumerable
other deleterious influences, under which those who
are driven to drag out the weary hours of the
lengthened day for weeks, tnd months, and years,
gradually sink into premature decay.
The mortality in the factory districts is fear.

ful, especially amongst the voung; and of those
who survive the struggle and reach the adult
age, al arge portion carry away, implanted with
their growth, tbe, germs of disease which alike
destroy health and comfort, and -injure them in
every domestic relation in which their lot may be
cast. The overstraining of the powers of the
child at the looms is too often followed bv
early marriage in immature youth. Those who
survive tbe protracted hours of labour, enduired
tbroughout what should lhave been a joyous
season, free from thought and care, marry early,
and beget children, who inherit fromn generation
to generation the, acquired defects of organization
whicha wretched system of forced production entails
on almost all who are engaged in it. Let
the men who swell the majority of the minis..
ter, or fill the benches of his opponents, and,
who vote on the one or otber side, merely
because the leaders of different parties in the state
sit ou, the treasury or the opposition benches,
make themselves acquainted with the statistics of
mortality-in the manufacturing districts, and then
let them conscientiously ask themselves to what
this mortality may be attributed. Let them enter
some of the loathsome dens where clhildhood is
immured, wearing away the weary hours in unceas
ing toil, and listen, anid listen in vain, for the merry
joyous langh which tells of young and happy hearts.
How can the clhild be young when the unvarying
round of over-wrought -daily labour wrings from it
the elasticity of youth? How can it be happy
when deprived of every innocent enjoyment wbich
renders life de?imblp ?

There are other considerations, too, of far
higher inport than those xipon wwhich we have
felt it our duty to touch, involved in this sacri.
fice of so large a portion of the time of the

young child and the female at the shrine of
mammoni. Such considerations, however, must be
left to those whose peculiar province it is to in-
struct the young child and the unlettered adult in
the ways of religion and morality. It is sufficient
for us to feel assured that the catise, in all its
bearings, is that of humanity and truth2, and that
as such, notwithstanding the powerfiul, and for. a
time successful, opposition, against which it has to
contend, it must ultimately prevail.

FACTORY BILL.-POWER OF VISITING CASES
OF ACCIDENT.

We have been requested to direct attention to the
following clause in the Factory Bill, which it is thought
may not only be the means of curtailing the incomes
of the public charities in the manufacturing districts,
but also likely to prove a source oS great annoyance
to the medical officers of the infirmaries and dispen-
saries. The power given to the certifying surgeons, of
entering any public or private institution, and examin-
ing cases of accident, although placed under the care
'of other medical men, may unquestionably lead to
abuse, and thus prove equally detrimental to the
sufferers, and annoying to thosw who have the care of,
them
"And be it enacted, that if a certifying surgeon

shall receive notice as aforesaid, that an fccident has
occurred, which has caused bodily injury tp any person
employed in a factory, for which he has been appointed
#to grant certificates of age, and that it has bpeu, of
such a nature as to have,prevented the person so
injured from returning to his work in the factory the
following morning, he shall without the least possible
delay proceed to the said factory, and shall make a
fall investigation as to the nature and cause of such

dily injury, and shall within the next twenty-four
urs send to the inspector of the district a report

thereof, a copy of which report, together with any
other information he may receive respecting the
said accident, the inspector of the district shall send
to the office of the factory inspectors as soon as con-
veniently may be; and the certifying surgeon, for the
purpose of such investigations only, shall have the-
same power, authority, andiprotection, as an inspector,
*Mdshall also have power to enter any rbom in- any
building to which the injured person may have been
removed; and for such investigation the said sureon
shall receive a fee not exceeding ten shillings, or suchI
part thereof, not being less than three shillings, as tbe
Inspector of the district may consider a reasonable
remuneration to the surgeon for his trouble, which fee
shall be paid as other expenses incurred under this
Act." Clause 23, of " A Bill to amend the laws relat-
ing to labour in Factories."
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