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physical frame; and the external surface was of a
lemon shade of yellowness.

" The stomach contained a good deal of dark-
colored fluid, which was poured into a vessel, and, as
this patient was a reputed case of black vomit, it was
examined attentively. It held in solution dark bile,
and perhaps blood swallowed on the preceding day;
but it had not in the least the appearance of the
coffee-ground black vomit peculiar to yellow fever.
The whole mucous membrane, with the exception of
the pyloric portion, was in a state of high inflamma-
tion; and this tissue was partially disorganised, being
readily rubbed off by the pressure of the nail. The
liver, spleen, and intestines were in their natural con-
dition, while the gall-bladderwas empty."

Dr. Forry brings forward evidence enough to show
that a yellow suffusion of the skin is occasionally
observed in epidemics in various parts of the United
States, and that the same symptoms were observed
last summer in other places besides the village of
Rondout. As regards his efforts to prove the non-
contagiousness of the disease, and its non-importation,
we believe them successful.

It will have been made evident by the preceding
cases, that there were points of resemblance between
the epidemic in Scotland and that on the other side of
the Atlantic. But there is a discrepancy in the light in
which the authors view the same phenomena, on which
we would offer a few remarks.

Dr. Cormack shows, by an immense mass of evi-
dence, that yellowness of the skin (or, rather, a
yellow color of the liquor sanguinis), and the vomit-
of dark grumous matter, are as it were accidents of
fever;-that they depend on a poisoned state of the
blood and congestion of the abdominal viscera;-that
they may be present in the fever of any time or place,
either sporadically or epidemically ;-that their nature
is the same, whether they occur in cold or in warm
latitudes, however much they may differ in degree;
consequently he would banish the term yellowfever,
inasmuch as it is a name for a degree only-or,
rather, as it designates, a disease from an accident
which is not always present.

Dr. Forry, on the other hand, insists that, althouglh
in his Rondout cases there was yellow skin, yet that it
was not the real tint of yellow fever ;--although there
was black vomit, yet that it was not the "veritable
coffee ground black vomit of imported West Indian
tropical yellow fever !!" He believes the disease of
which he treats to have been a " malignant remittent
fever, with a strong tendency to assume the typhoid
type," and not yellow fever; yet he says it is " ex
tremely difficult in many cases to distinguish whether
a disease is a yellow fever or a malignant grade of
the remittent form." Thus he contends for that as a
substantial entity which Dr. Cormack treats as an
accident.
We will leave our readers to judge whetlher Dr.

Cormack has not grasped the substance, and Dr. Forry
a plhantom; and whether all Dr. F.'s fine-drawn
distinctions between real and unreal yellow fever do
more than establish Dr. Graves's position, that a dif-
ference in degree is no real difference in pathology.

Before concluding, let us remark that yellowness
of the blood and h&emorrhages are frequent conse-
quences of blood poisoning, from many circumstauces*
They are caused by the viper bite, by certain mush-
rooms; in cases of gangrene; in some cases of wounds
poisoned by septic matter; and, if we refer to Dr.
Ferguson's work on Puerperal Fever, we find them
caused by the experiment of injecting putrid matter
into the veins of animals, and in cases of puerperal
fever. An enlarged and softened uterus, added to the
post-mortem appearances of Archibald Campbell,
quoted above, might easily represent those of some
form of puerperal fever. After the injection of putrid
matter into the veins of a dog, the stomach contained
a black liquid, like soot and water; the heart and
intestines were ecchymosed.
We are not going to enter into the question of

contagion in general, or that of yellow fever in par-
ticular. The fever at Edinburgh seems to have been
certainly contagious; that at Rondout probably not.
That the same disease, under different circumstances
of intensity, and other causes, should be different in
this respect, is no novelty. We believe the common-
sense doctrine to be, that fevers are caused by the
admission of some poison into the blood; and that,
under certain circumstances, this poison is capable,
like yeast, of reproducing an infectious miasma. We
fully believe that a disease, with almost the same
symptoms, may differ widely in this last respect at
different times and places.

On Superstitions connected with the History and
Practice of Medicine and Surgery. By THOMAS
JOSEPH PETTIGREW, F.R.S., F.S.A., &c. &c.
London: 1844. 8vo. pp. 167.

In this very curious as well as learned work the
author has collected together from various sources a
great deal of information on alchymy, astrology, early
medicine and surgery, talismans, amulets, charms, the
influence of the mind upon the body, the royal gift of
healing, sympathetical cures, and other quackeries of
the olden time. " Man," says Mr. Pettigrew, quoting
Southey, " is a dupeable animal. Quacks in medi-
ciine, quacks in religion, and quacks in politics know
this, and act upon that knowledge. There is scarcely
any one who may not, like a trout, be taken by
tickling." And truly the work before us affords
ample materials wherewith to prove the position.
The great secret of success which unquestionably

attends many of these taking modes of dealing with
the million, lies in the confidence inspired, and is to
be attributed, therefore, to the influence exercised by
the mind upon the body. The effect of charms,
amulets, talismans, &c., in removing certain diseases,
and in affording a certain degree of immunity from
the attacks of others, is a familiar illustration of this
principle. "There is scarcely a disease," observes
the author, " for which a charm has not been given.
By classing them according to the disorders for which
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they have been recommended and employed, it will
be seen that they apply principally to derangements
of the nervous system, or to those diseases which are
periodical in their character, and known by physicians
to be especially subject to the influence of the passions
and the emotions of the mind in general." Epilepsy,
convulsions, and fits of various descriptions, hysteria,
chorea, palsy, sciatica, lameness, headache, toothache,
plague, fever, ague, hooping-cough, gout, jaundice,
are among the lengthened catalogue of diseases enume.
rated for which charms have been devised, either as a
remedy or as a preventive.
Among these none have been more frequently nor

more successfully made the subject of treatment
by charms than ague. The following is an example.
" Elias Ashmole, in his Diary, April 11, 1681, has
entered, ' I took early in the morning a good dose of
elixir, and hung three spiders about my neck, and
they drove my ague away. Deo gratias!' " The
elixir, however, may in this instance have had at least
its share in producing the effect. The swallowing of
spiders alive, and touching of a dead hand, remedial
agents of this description often had recourse to in
agues, probably act through the strong impression of
disgust experienced in making either experiment.
Warts are among the affections very generally, even

at the present day, submitted to the operation of
charms. Every schoolboy knows more or less of the
practice of selling them to his fellows, and a score of
other modes of disposing of these unsightly appen-
dages. Grose's direction to steal a piece of beef, rub
the warts with it, and then bury it, is also still fol-
lowed, and the warts are said to decay as the beef
rots. The recommendation to wash the hands in
moon-beams is, we presume, now rarely complied
with. It was, however, at one time practised by
high authorities. Sir Thomas Browne says, " for
warts we rub our hands before the moon;" and Sir
Kenelm Digby remarks, " One would think it were a
folly that one should offer to wash his hands in a
well-polished silver bason, wherein there is not a
drop of water, yet this may be done by the reflection
of the moon-beams only, which will afford it a com-
petent humidity to do it; but they who have tried it
have found their hands, after they are wiped, to be
much moister than usually; but this is an infallible
way to take away warts from the hands, if it be often
used." Mr. Pettigrew elsewhere gives several curious
particulars relative to the presumed influence of the
moon in various diseases, as observed by medical
practitioners in tropical countries; and when we
read the names of Balfour, Lind, Cleghorn, Fontane,
Jackson, Gillespie, Annesley, and others, among those
who have noticed the effects of this influence, espe-
cially in diseases of a pestilential character, con-
siderable weight must attach to the opinion. We
cannot, however, enter into the subject here.

Before closing the entertaining work before us, we
must make room for one extract more-a quotation
from Arctinus, a Greek poet who wrote on the de-
struction of Troy, from whence it would appear that
the division of the medical profession into two
branches was even then established and recognised.
Speaking of Podalirius and Machaon, known to most
of our readers as sons of sEsculapius and grandsons
of Apollo, but, according to Arctinus, deriving their
descent more immediately from another of the heathen
deities, he says-
" Their father, Neptune, on them both illustrious gifts bestowed,
But those of Podalirius the more important show'd.
Machaon got a skilful hand to heal a wounded part,
To soothe its pain, and extricate from flesh the barbed dart;
But Podalirius was taught the secret ills to scaui,
Which work unseen within the frame, and waste the inner man."

POOR-LAW GRIEVANCES.
Expediency of making the Surgeon an Ex-officio

Member of the Board of Guardians.
TO THE EDITORS OF THE rROVINCIAL MEDICAL

JOURNAL.

GENTLEMEN,-In reply to the general invitation of
Mr. Guthrie last spring, I took the liberty, in a long
and, as it was unacknowledged, I fear troublesome
communication, of describing some of the principal
grievances which, in my experience, poor-law medical
officers had to encounter; and after detailing the
hardships and injustice to medical men in the first
place-and the probability, nay, certainty, that the
short-sighted parsimony, and tyrannical coercion exer-
cised towards them, in carrying out the new poor-law,
must, in all cases where the candidate could not or
would not bear the loss imposed by a due fulfilment
of his bargain, fall with woful effect on the poor, and
finally, with vastly increased force on the pockets of
the rate-payers, in the shape of life allowances to pre-
maturely made widows and orphans, and to the lame,
halt, blind, and decrepit victims of such imperious
and cruelly mistaken sanitary policy-I endeavourea
to impress upon them the fact that, after all, the evil
felt most acutely by every upright and high-minded
man was, in this case, not a pecuniary one (miserable
and wholly inadequate as the payment acknowledgedly
is to the services required), so much as one of deeply
wounded and mortified feeling at the suspicion, dis-
trust, and offensive surveillance engendered by the
system, and encouraged by the guardians of many
unions, in the boastful but futile attempt to force
medical men to their duty; distinguishing not-and
there is the great hardship-between gentlemen who
take office avowedlyprepared, and expecting to sacri-
fice much, to keep together their private practice, or
with the laudable attempt to do good, or with the
hope, by strenuous and honest exertion, to cover in
time their present loss by a remunerative private
practice; and the needy, reckless adventurer, enter-
ing with the full power and the horrid determination
to make any terms pay.

It is gratifying to a looker-on to see on every side,
and have it proved beyond all doubt, by the anxious
competition among men of undoubted respectability,
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